
























































Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. 
Entered as Second-ciass matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y 


COPYRIGHT, 1910, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Annual subscription, $10. Single copies 25 cents. 
+ under the act ef March 3, 1879. 








H 








NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY. 7, 1940 


PRICE 25 CENTS 








VOL. 137. NO. 9 








FINLAND BALLY 
BARRED BY 
WEBS 


Efforts of the Finnish Relief Fund 
to get an hour on NBC or Columbia 
for a program using film and radio 
stars have proved futile. The net- 
works’ explanation was that the ob- 
ject would be a controversial one, 
and under their policy Finland’s pre- 
dicament fell within the same cate- 
gory as Czechoslovakia and Poland's. 
In the latter instances the webs de- 
nied permission for relief pleas over 
their facilities. 

Sponsors of the Finnish Fund had 
@figured on a program similar to the 
one that was put on the NBC-red in 
behalf of the ‘March of Dimes’ sev- 
eral weeks ago. The Finnish show 
would likewise have originated from 
Hollywood. 


Mussolini Caricature 
In Canadian Revue Is 


Nixed by Government 


Toronto, Feb. 6. 

Direct telephone call from Ottawa 
by D. H. Skelton, under secretary 
of state for foreign affairs, received 
backstage at the Hart house minutes 
before the curtain went up on the 
wartime revue, ‘Well of All Things,’ 
saw the ‘Three Wise Guys’ sketch 
yanked after Skelton had intimated 
that it was thought ‘inadvisable for 
Signor Mussolini to be played on the 
Stage at this time.” Becoming more 
definite, the diplomat declared that 
‘we would like very much that the 
part be omitted.’ 

“Request censorship’ was based on 
he fact that Mussolini heads a neu- 




















tral state. Cast of ‘Three Wise Guys’ | 


sketch were Jack MacLaren, Frank 
Peddie and Rupert Lucas as, respec- 
tively, Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini. 
Sketch had been played up in ad- 
vance publicity and first-night audi- 
fnce was puzzled by its omission 
Until the curtain explanation. Re- 
called, however, that Mussolini was 
i ee chief buffooned charac- 
Geneva’ when it had its North 
yes preem in revised version 
that Royal Alexandra here, and 
vg ere was no complaint lodged 
ee Department of State for For- 
8n Affairs during the Colbourne- 
hes trans-Canada tour. 


Shortwaving a Fight 


Mendard c: Trenton, Feb. 6. 
its pd Oil of N. J. and four of 
ught In-American affiliates have 
Joe To the shortwave rights to the 
so uus-Arturo Godoy champion- 
sht Friday night (9) at Madi- 
ea Garden, N. Y., and will 
int the broadcast to South and 
te America, 
mere; the first NBC shortwave com- 
lal for a prizefight. 
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George Bernard Shaw’s| 


One Way to Put it 





Spokane, Feb. 6. 
Chamberlain’s foreign policy, 


according to crooner Gene Aus- 
tin, is in the best vaude tradi- 
tion: 

‘He’s giving ‘em the two oldest 
routines in the business—the 
stage-wait and the blackout.’ 


PA. PUBLISHERS 
PEEVED AT PIX 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 


Pennsylvania newspaper publish- 
ers are up in arms at the film por- 
trayal of members of the Fourth 
Estate. They feel that the showing 
of reporters continually stewed and 
editors and publishers as hardboiled 
crabs devoid of human feeling, has 
lessened the goodwill of the public 
toward the newspaper industry. 

At the recent meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Newspaper. Publishers As- 
sociation at Harrisburg a resolution 
was passed protesting the portrayals 
in motion pictures of newsmen as 
‘false to real life.’ 

The resolution follows: 

‘Resolved, that member publishers 
of the Pennsylvania Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association are incensed by 
the repeated production and exhibi- 
tion of films by the leading motion 
picture producers portraying news- 
paper reporters, editors and pub- 
lishers in foul roles false to real life, 
and the PNPA asks all newspaper 
associations to unite in a renewed 
protest to the producers against 
such scandalous misrepresentations as 
| have been noticed in recent months.’ 
| It was reported the publishers 
| were especially peeved at the por- 
| trayal of the crooked and unscrupu- 
lous publisher in ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
| Washington.’ 

















‘CROSBY FLIRTING A 


| Bing Crosby is being quoted as in- 
dicating that he has had enough of 
‘Paramount and will not renew after 
completion of three more pictures. 
He may go either to 20th-Fox or 
| RKO, with the provision he make 
'one picture annually on the outside. 
'He has done this with Paramount 
and currently is making his outside 
| singleton for Universal, ‘If I Had My 
Way.’ Last season he made ‘East 
Side of Heaven’ for U. 

Crosby recently completed ‘Road to 
Singapore’ for Paramount, which will 
go on release March 22. 











TELEVISE G.0.P. CONVENSH 


In the event the Republican Na- 
tional Convention is held either in 
New York or Philadelphia, as now 
considered, some part of the pro- 
ceedings will probably be put on 
RCA-NBEC television. 

Tel2cast of next presidential in- 
auguration in Washington January, 





1941, is also a possibility. 


| NEW PICTURE DEAL’ 


ONE REASON THEY 
NEED LAWYERS 


Excursions Into Music Pub- 
lishing Business, or as 
Nitery Operators, Take 
Heavy Coin Toll From 
Maestros — Some, in Big 
Money for Years, Meet 
Current Expenses with 


I. O. U.’s 


ee 


NON-STOP BANKROLLS 








The world of dance music is noting 
with an I-told-you-so headshake the 
deficits accumulated by the ‘sidelines’ 
of orchestra leaders. These side- 
lines range from ownership-opera- 
tion of music publishing houses to 
playing boniface in cafes and enter- 
tainment spots. Showmen, particu- 
larly, point out that music publishing 
is a business of peculiarly difficult, 
subtle, heart-breaking factors, and 
they add that the mortality among 
niteries is so high, and the whole art 
of putting one over so specialized, 
that playing angel for such a spot is 
more risky than Nazi bonds. 

The strange yen of dancemen to go 
slumming commercially strikes many 
observers in the amusement realm as 
One more case of the acrobat who 


(Continued on page 36) 


LEGIT PROD. 209, 
BEHIND LAST YR. 


Season of 1939-40 is running dis- 
tinctly behind that of ’38-’39 in pro- 
ductivity. Up to mid-January there 
were 37 new shows presented on 
Broadway, as against 46 attractions 
‘which arrived by approximately the 
|same date last year. That figure 
was slightly ahead of the previous 
half-season total, which was 44 at- 
itractions. Unless there is a spring 
| spurt, indications are that the cur- 
irent season will be 20% behind last 
| season. 
| Production situation is emphasized 
'because of expectations that there 
j|would be more shows presented 
‘through the influx of Hollywood 
| coin. Although the gentleman’s 
agreement between leading film firms 
not to finance legit is conceded to be 
obsolete, the revised Dramatists 
Guild contract has signally failed to 
win such backing. 

Only Warners is out in the open 
with its show-financing, having been 
more active in that direction than 
heretofore. The others turned 











serted by the authors’ organization, 





(Continued on page 41) 


IDELINES CLIP MAESTROS 





Great for A. T. & T. 


- Miami, Feb. 6. 

Sid Silvers and Jack Yellen, 
who are fashioning the book for 
the forthcoming Al Jolson-Ruby 
Keeler-Martha Raye musical for 
Harry Kaufman (Shuberts), 
have an almost daily telephonic 
audition with Jolson from here. 
Comedian regularly phones the 
writers, who are working in New 
York, and they act out any new 
material, songs or bits. 

Richard Rodgers and Lorenz 
Hart are doing the score and 
Jolson is supposedly financially 
interested. Vinton Freedley is 
no longer in on it, it being a 
Shubert-Kaufman proposition. 


JACK BENNY IN 
NEW $18,500 DEAL 


Jack Benny’s new deal with Gen- 
‘eral Foods will most likely be closed 
this Friday (9). Several angles are 
still open for settlement, but the in- 
dications are that none of these will 
hold up the signaturing. The agree- 
ment will be for two or three years, 
will bring Benny a lump sum of 
$18,500 per week and make him the 
lone and direct employer of every- 
one on the show. 

Benny’s present contract expires 
at the end of June. It is under- 
stood that General Foods is inter- 
ested in inserting a clause which 
would give it the privilege of attach- 
ing a product other than Jello-O to 
Benny’s program. The food processor 
tried to do this last season, but Ben- 
ny objected, not because he was 
leery about getting behind something 
different, but because he was in- 














old sponsor for a new product. 

Benny went on General Foods’ 
payroll Oct. 14, 1934. His new 
lump will be the largest ever for a 
half-hour variety show. Young & 
| Rubicam is the agency. 


| 
‘RUTH DRAPER’S GIFT 


CAPTIVATES CANADA 


Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 6. 
Ruth Draper turned over her $18,- 
400 gross to the Canadian Red Cross 
after her four weeks’ tour of Canada 
closed here last night (Monday). 











Hon. Eric W. Hamber, Lieutenant- | 


Governor of British Columbia, was 
cheered by a standing-room-only 
crowd when he thanked ‘our Amer- 
ican cousin for her magnificent ges- 
ture.’ 


FILMS’ ‘RADIO CAVALCADF’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Concluding that ‘Cavalcade of Ra- 
dio’ should be written by one of the 
kilocycle lads, 20th-Fox last week 








plucked Ted Sherdeman from NBC 
for the assignment. Kenneth Mac- 


thumbs down on the conditions in-| Gowan produces. 


Sherdeman vas given permission 


clined to the belief that the average | 
listener would think he had lost his | 


GAY WHITE WAY 
TO HIGHLIGHT 
N.Y. FAIR 


With the Gay White Way, tag 
picked for the midway, already tak- 
ing shape although opening of the 
exposition still is nearly three 
months off, the N. Y. World’s Fair 
last week revealed plans for more 
elaborate displays than in 1939. Dis- 
plays are being handled by a newly- 
created department known as the 
Displaymor Division, with Milton 
Reynolds, who was successful with 
a similar proposifion at the Chicago 
fair, in charge. 
| One of the display lounges, all 
‘housed in exposition buildings al- 
ready well under way, is the ‘Parade 
of Homes,’ details of which were 
given N. Y. realty editors at a 
luncheon at the fair last week. This 
will include 283 displays. Another 
will be the McBride Ticket office 
lounge, set for a centrally located 
fair building between the transporta- 
tion and main exhibit area. Seats 
for N. Y. legit shows, picture the- 
atres handling reserved seats, boat 
|trips, guided tours in Manhattan, 
niteries, sight-seeing busses, etc. 
will be handled, 

Maynard Stitt, of the fair’s pub- 
licity staff, who spoke for Leo Casey, 


(Continued on page 46) 


Film Stars Avoiding 
London, Scared Off 
By Air Raid Threat 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
U. S. film companies are halted 
by an unexpected snag in their plans 
to melt their frozen British coin by 
producing quality pictures in Eng- 
|land for American distribution. They 
ican’t induce Hollywood name play- 

|ers to cross the ocean in wartime. 
| Only American star currently at 
|work in London is Robert Mont- 
gomery, who_is doing two pictures 
for Metro. Ray Milland is going 
there soon to make a pair for Para- 
‘mount. Other top names are taking 


' 


'seriously the recent threats of air 


|raids on London in spring. 


Hostess’ ‘Autobituary’ 


| Belle Livingstone, rival of Texas 
;Guinan as a prohibition era pro- 
|prietress-hostess in niteries, has 
completed a book which ske calls 
her ‘autobituary.” Details her ex- 
periences running classy speaks in 
New York’s east side and later in 
| Reno. Also, her stay in the clink, 
| the ‘coming out’ party arranged for 
her by customers and the rest of 
the hoopla of the period. 

| This is her second book, first hav- 
ing dealt entirely with her European 





























which, they say, was done without | to continue his scripting of ‘Brent-|experiences. It will have a foreword 
| house,’ NBC sustainer, 


|by Ernest Boyd. 
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Bioft Extradition Hearing Feb. 13: 
$85,000 Tax F raud Trial on May 28 


PICTURES 














ad 


Sacramento, Feb. 6. 

No further delay on the extradi- 
tion of Willie Bioff, fugitive Holly- 
wood labor official, was granted by 
Governor Culbert L. Olson, who re- 
fused to stall the IATSE man’s peti- | 
tion. He set the hearing for Feb. 13.) 

Bioff, who is wanted by the state 
of Illinois to complete a six-month 
term for pandering, sought to delay 
matters on the ground the U.S. Gov- 
ernment first wanted him to stand, 
trial on an indictment charging in- 
come tax fraud of $85,000. 

Gov. Olson ruled that the con- 
clusive factor in ordering the hear- 
ing was a statement by U. S. attor- | 
ney Benjamin Harrison of L. A. 
holding the Government’s indictment 
of Bioff ‘shall not influence your de- 
cision one way or the other...We 
neither favor nor oppose the extra- 
dition.’ 

Meantime, trial of Bioff on the U-S. 
tax indictment has been set for May 
28. Harrison was instructed by | 
Washington to take charge of the’ 
prosecutiom Charles Car~, special 
asst, attorney-general, will assist in- 
the Government's case unless other- 
wise assigned. 

Bioff’s Pleadings 


Michael Luddy, Bioff’s attorney, in 
a brief replying to Illinois arguments 
on extradition, sought to delay the 
hearing until Federal tax charges 
are disposed of. Brief attempted to 
refute the Illinois contention that the 
State has priority and cited a Massa- 
chusetts case ruling a State cannot 
compel a Federal prisoner to come 
to trial for an offense against a State 
Jaw. Brief holds Bioff is not fugi- 
tive from justice, contending he 
lived in Chicago 14 years, worked 
there, was married there, before 
leaving for California. 

It was claimed extradition is rare- 
ly, if ever, granted on misdemeanor 
charges, and insists 18 years’ delay 
in prosecution requires satisfactory | 
explanation. Bioff brief states ‘at 
the proper time we shall establish 
ulterior motive actuating these pro- 
ceedings. Then we shall demon- | 
strate that this respondent has be- 
come a political football, booted 
about by rival political factions and 
parties in Illinois.’ 

Document charged an effort is be- 
ing made by Frank Knox, publisher 
of the Chicago Daily News, to em- | 
barrass Gov. Henry Horner of 
Tilinois. 

In reply to the Illinois brief, stat- 
ing Bioff never worked in the craft , 
he represents, counsel contends he 
was a projectionist in small Chicago 
theatre while a boy. Attorney claims 
organized labor recognized Bioff’s 
achievement in taking the ‘feeble 
disorganized Hollywood labor union 
of 156 members’ and building it up 
in four years to 12,000 membership. 


OUTDOOR PIX STALLED 
BY WEEK OF RAIN 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


Outdoor shooting in Southern 
California was a complete washout 
as result of a week of rain. West- 
erns, which seldom see the inside of 
a studio, were hit particularly hard. 

Two Republic pictures, ‘Pioneers of 
the West’ and ‘Drums of Fu Manchu.’ 
slated to wind up last week, were 
held over. Every other studio re- 
ported losses of time and money. 











Kyser’s 2nd RKO Pic 
Starts Next Month 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Kay Kyser starts work on his sec- 


- ond RKO picture late. next. month, 


as soon as producer-director David 
Butler finishes his Bing Crosby- 
Gloria Jean commitment at Univer- 
sal. 

Band leader will broadcast from 
Hollywood while the film is in pro- 
duction, His first picture was ‘That's 
Right, You’re Wrong.’ 





Glorifying ‘B’klyn Bridge’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

‘Brooklyn Bridge,’ recently sold to 
20th-Fox by Arthur Caesar, will be, 
screenplayed by Niven Busch, with) 
Kenneth MacGowan as producer. 

Story deals with New York life 
and public characters while the fa- 
mous span was under construction. | 


/ from 209 theatres, plus sustained ad- 


| week over the country. 


Lichtman Raises Guess 
On ‘Gone’ to $20,000,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. | 


Al Lichtman, who drew a laugh 
when he predicted a gross of $13,- 
00.,000 for David O. Selznick’s ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ has upped his fig- 
ure to $20,000,000, Metro exec bases 
his new estimate on. current returns 





vanced sales. 

Present rate of income, Lichtman 
declared, will pay the costs of the 
picture within three months. 

Metro claims $2,000,000 in rentals | 
the first five weeks of ‘Gone,’ with! 
a quarter of that amount collected 
in the New York area. Lichtman 
figures in anothes two weeks the) 
picture will be g’ossing $1,000,000 a 








Lcew-Lewin’s ‘Night 
Music,’ UA Distrib; 
‘Bought Ahead of B’way 


Deal for the screen: rights to ‘Night 
Music,’ new Clifford Odets play, by | 
the David Loew-Alber Lewin pro- | 








Bruce Leaves M-G, Her 
Picture to Jean Muir 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Virginia Bruce obtained a release 
from her Metro contract after 10 
years and stepped out of the top 
role in ‘One Was Beautiful.’ 

Replacing her, on a one-picture 
deal, is Jean Muir, who resigned the 
post of acting executive secretary of 





|! AGVA to return to the screen. 





Much Pie Stock 
Dumping Shown 
In SEC. Report 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

Heavy selling of principal pix 
stocks features the latest report by 
the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion covering transactions for last 
December. Leading the list is a long 
string of sales of 20th Century-Fox 
Film common by William Goetz, Los 
Angeles official of the company, 
adding up to 6,300 shares and leaving 
the Angeleno with holdings of 178,- 
343 shares at month’s end. Goetz 
further was reported as having 55,- 
284 shares of the company's $1.50 
cumulative preferred tickets on the 
first.of the year. 


Next largest film stock dumping 








ducing unit for United Artists re- | occurred when J. Robert Rubin, New 
lease, was completed on Friday (2). | York officer and director of Loew’s, 
Under negotiation for several weeks, | Inc., rid himself of 1,400 shares of | 
it provides for a $20,000 down pay- | tl.e outfit's common stock, retaining 


ment and a series of additional pay- | 
ments depending on the length of | 
run of the play until a set maximum 
is reached. A percentage of the pic- | 
ture’s gross is also included in the 
cost. 

Play preems tomorrow (Thursday) 
in Boston and opens in New York 
two weeks later. It is being pro- | 
duced by the Group Theatre, with | 
Odets and Lewin both holding a 
financial interest. Screen rights were | 
disposed of prior to the opening, it. 
is understood, because the coin was | 
needed to float the production. Odets | 
as author, gets 60% of the money for 
film rights, while,.of the remaining | 
40%, the Group as producer gets half 
and Lewin and Odets share the other | 
half in proportion to the financial in- | 
terest of each. Brandt & Brandt 
agency set the deal, | 

Report that producer John M.| 


|mon to 504 


30,015 shares. Sam Katz, of Culver 
City, another company officer, hung 
on to only two shares, after dropping 
750. Still more of the Loew’s com- 


/mon was thrown on the market by 
{Leopold Friedman, 
| who sold 100 


of New York, 
shares and was re- 
ported holding 712 shares on Jan. 1. 

In addition to the 20th and Loew’s 
sales, Columbia Pictures, Pathe and 
Warner Bros. all suffered from hasty 
sales by their officers and directors. 

Abraham Schneider, New York, 
reduced by 100 his holdings of voting 
trust certificates for Columbia com- 
shares. Morris Wolf, 
Philly director of Warner Bros., sold 
500 of his 950 shares of Warner Bros. 
common and showed a proportionate 
interest in a trust fund of an addi- 
tional 167 shares. 


Complicated deal was revealed by 





Wednesday, February, 7, 1949 


Bioff's Resignation May Come Up © 
At Miami Convention of JATSE 


. 











With the Hollywood situation de 
a : be much on the agenda and 
ege - ° in the foreground, there is a ‘ 
Sailing; Just for Ride bility that the resignation of Wit, 

— may come up this week before 

: ‘ e executive board meeti 

Madeleine Carroll sailed for Eu- ' International Alliance of Theat hes 
rope Saturday (3) taking with her Stage Employees in Miami oe 


Miss Carroll’s Quickie 





: 1A 
100 sweaters knit for French orphan | into session Monday (5) and ‘ 
children by girl employees on vari- huddle for a week behind closed 


doors, George E. Browne presiding, 
Union observers believe that any 


ous Hollywood studio lots. She will 
present them to kids evacuated to 





her against sailing until an insurance rds during this week's meeting, 
policy had been cleared through might be the same. 

Lloyds. | In addition to discussing the trov. 
_ble the IA is having with various 


/Coast unions, the question of the 


UA Beard Meeting fee age raise for studio em- 





ployees, expiring Feb. 15, is also ex. 
e ge | pected to be taken up. Bioff got this 
A Quickie Due To | increase last fall after threatening a 
° ‘nation-wide strike. Demands from 
Execs Heading West 


Feb. 15 on, for a year or two, which. 
ever term is wanted, are likely.to be 

United Artists board of directors 
made a quickie of their monthly 


set at the Miami meeting. 

IA’s relations to other unions such 
meeting at New York headquarters 
yesterday (Tuesday). They post- 
poned action on all important matters 
until after Murray Silverstone, chief 
of operations, and other execs of the 
company return from Coast confabs 
for which they leave tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 


Discussed were the UA-Goldwyn | 
Situation, the prospects of taking in | 
additional producers and the foreign 
markets. Silverstone also gave a 
short resume of his agenda for the 
Coast trip. 


Lynn Farnol, publicity and adver- 


| 
; 
| 
| 





as actors, directors, musicians, ete. 
employed in the film industry, prob- 
ably will be discussed; also whether 
the IA may invite the Screen Public. 
ists Guild to come in with it.. The 
directors and_ writers’ 
strongly opposed to the IA. 

Television also will come up, it is 
said. 

Although John 
Louis was acquitted of charges of 
extortion two weeks ago, it is pre- 
dicted his case may be aired and that 
the IA might go through the motions 
of accepting his resignation if it is 
thought that its for the good of the 


P. Nick of S&S. 


tising head, accompanies Silvertone “ion. 
west. aos : 
Monroe Greenthal, exploitation In addition to Browne, among high 


officers who are in Miami for this 
week’s sessions are Louis Krouse, 
| IA’s financial secretary-treasurer and 


head, returned Sunday (4) from aj| 
quick trip out to view ‘Rebecca’ 


and other films about to be released. | 0) io¢ cide to Menene: Mactent teal 

Harry L. Gold, v.p. and eastern! den, W. P. Raoul, Dick Walsh, and 
general sales manager for UA, left! Jim Brennan, vice-presidents. Joseph 
yesterday (Tuesday) for the Coast.|p. Basson, president of Local 306, 
He'll stop on the way out at three | Moving Picture Machine Operators of 
of the company's southern exchanges, |/N. Y., left Saturday (3) for Miami 
| Charlotte, Atlanta and Dallas, ar-| but is there merely as an observer, 


guilds are 





her chateau near Orleans, Star said | resignation of Bioff may stili ng * ¥ 
there was no professional angle to| mean that the Coast labor leader t 
trip and that she would come back | would thus be entirely out of the pie . 
on return trip of the Conte de Sa-| ture. They are mindful he resigned bd 
voia after visiting her mother in a year ago but to everyone's surprise t 
Paris. shortly afterward reappeared on the G 

Next pic, she said, would be, Scene for the IATSE. That was re # ° 
‘Northwest Mounted Police,’ for Sarded as a cover-up move and a sec. . 
Cecil B. De Mille, who had warned | 0nd resignation, if put into the rec. | © 


Stahl, in New York talking a release | Allen P. Kirby, Jersey City director 
deal with United Artists, had pur-|of Pathe Film Corp. With direct 
chased screen rights to ‘The Boy | holdings of 2.100 shares common list- 
Grows Older,’ novel by the late Hey- | ed at the end of the year, Kirby ap- 


wood Broun, was denied this week.|Parently retained 1,000 shares 
William C. Lengel, agent for the! through Holding Company A of the 
literary properties in Broun’s estate, | corporation, 4,000 shares through 











Orson Welles Signed 


For 3d Pic at RKO 
Before Making First 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
' Orson Welles signed to produce a 
| third picture for RKO’s 1940-41 pro- 


SAILINGS thi 


" ) 5S 
Feb. 3 (New York to Genoa), Mad- | Production. still unselected, fol- 


Pip ts Carroll, Wilson Hicks (Conte |jows ‘The Smiler With the Knife,’ 
1 Savoia), | which starts Feb. 15, and ‘Heart of 
Feb. 2 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), | Darkness,’ which was recently post- 

Jack Meskill, Ray Kinney (Lurline).! poned. 


declared that he has been negotiating Holding Company B and an addi- 
with Stahl, but a deal is far from | tional 600 shares through a trust 
| Jersey Cityite disclaimed that he 
| was the beneficial owner of the se- 
| 
SAILS AWAY FROM RKO cember involved the sale of 14 shares 
lof stock through Holding Company 
To avoid confusion, Erich Pommer | ing did not affect the month’s end 
has dropped the banner of Mayflow- , holdings quoted by the S.E.C. 
production. 
With Charles Laughton as his as- 
amount release. They were ‘The | 
Beachcomber,’ ‘Jamaica Inn’ and | 


ciosed. | agreement. 
|latter registrations, however, the 
? 
POMMER’S MAYFLOWER © “23.i2° 
Kirby’s actual transactions in De- 
; B and purchase of 100 shares through 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. the same medium. Buying and sell- 
er Productions during his stay at 
RKO, where he is preparing his first 
sociate, Pommer made three May- 
flower pictures in England for Par- | 
‘Sidewalks of London’ (‘St. Martin’s 
Lane’ in England). 
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In each of the three |. 


riving in Hollywood next week to 
join Silverstone and the other execs 
in production confabs. 


AGAIN NO FILM BIZ 
EXHIBIT AT N.Y. FAIR 


Film business again will duck par- 











| ticipation as an industry in the N-Y. | 
| World’s Fair this year for the fa-| 


|miliar two reasons. One is that the 
| showing of any picture in a theatre 
|for admission would be regarded as 
|}competition with regular New York 
exhibitors. Attempt to use any spe- 
cific production as a sort of World’s 
Fair premiere also is regarded as 
|dynamite because it would produce 
| too much dissension among the dif- 
| ferent companies. 

Another principal objection (which 
|holds for the San Francisco fair, 
| too) is that any industry exhibit is 
regarded as bad publicity because 


scenes production stuff. Public is 
only interested in a reproduction of 


soring this. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


John H. Auer. 
Robert S. Benjamin. 
John Balderston. 
Ingrid Bergman. 
Stuart Buchanan. 
Humphrey Bogart. 
A. Ronald Button. 
Roger Fawcett. 
Joan Fontaine. 
Gladys George. 
Howard Hawks. 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Mayo Methot. 
Mack Millar. 

James Mulvey. 

Lee Patrick. 

John Royal. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 
Robert Sherwood. 
Akim Tamiroff. 














Dalton Trumbo. 


tipping off too many behind-the- | 


a Hollywood studio, and the indus- | 
try always has fought shy of spon- | 


not being a member of the IA exec 


| board. 
| JA’s session follows 
meeting of the American Federation 


On the other hand, rot the f ‘er 

may. be done in view of the acquittal, om 
of 

wo 

sal 

da 

thi 

to 


the annual | th 


an 


(of Labor, for which Browne was on § ch 


hand, together with William Hutch- 
inson, president of the Carpeniers, 
which is a member of the siudio 
basic agreement. 





Hughes’ Ambulance 


Toronto, Feb. 6. 

| Howard Hughes is presenting the 
'Canadian Red Cross with a com- 
' pletely-equipped ambulance for its 


|land, announced Norman Sommere 
| ville, K. C., national CRC chairman. 
| American-built unit, costing $3,000, 
! will be shipped overseas when com- 
pleted, said Sommerville. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Annabella. , 
Tony Bickley. 
Sam Bischoff. 
Eddie Bracken. 
Wally Butterworth. 
James Cagney. 
Ann Clark. 

Jane Darwell. 
Leila Ernst. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Harry Gold. 
Walter iv. Greaza. 
George Heller. 
Emily Hoit. 

Milt Howe. 
Parks Johnson. 
Terry Kilburne. 
Brenda Joyce. 
Mr. and Mrs. Zoltan Ko.d2 
Dorothy Lamour. 
Cliff Lewis. 

Tess Michaels. 
Jean Muir. 

Pat O’Brien. 
Tyrone Power. 
Sabu. 

Charles Schwartz. 
Murray Silverstone 
Max D. Steuer. 
Gene Towne. 
Tom Walker. 
Lucille Watson. 
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| pull out of UA fold and is not to be 
trou- construed as the start of any rap- 
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Goldwyn's OK for His ‘Westerner’ Pic 
Via UA Augurs No Peace—Mulvey 


Decision of Samuel Goldwyn last 
week to turn over ‘The Westerner’ 
to United Artists for release is not 
a peace move in the broader feud 
between the producer anti the dis- 
tributing company, James Mulvey, 
Goldwyn’s eastern rep, emphasized 
on his return from the Coast Mon- 
day (5). Mulvey declared that the 
case of ‘The Westerner’ should be 
considered only as an ‘isolated in- 
cident’ in the efforts of Goldwyn to 


prochement which will finale with 
Goldwyn and UA kissing and mak- 
ing up. ‘ 
Withdrawal of Goldwyn’s suit to 
recover his producer’s bonus and in- 
terest for 1938 will not follow, as 
has been hinted in some quarters, 
Mulvey insisted. Continuation of the 
producer's battle otherwise, he said, 
will not necessarily take place in 
court, although he gave no indica- 
tion of what lines it might follow, 
Max D. Steuer, Goldwyn’s coun- 
sel, trained for the Coast Saturday 
(3), although his office persistently 
denied it was on the Goldwyn mat- 
ter reiterating it was something en- 
tirely foreign to that. Mulvey made 
about the purpose of 
Steuer’s cross-country jaunt. 

Peculiar angle to ‘The Westerner’ 
incident cropped up Monday with 
reports that after all the stew to get 
it in circulation it may not be re- 
leased until autumn. There was no 

© explanation why and UA and Mul- 
vey were both non-committal on the 
subject. Mulvey declared that no re- 
lease date has been set, carefully 
avoiding a denial of the possibility 
of a temporary shelving. He said it 
would be necessary to look over the 
sales situation before deciding on a 
date. Goldwyn has already delivered 
three films this season. 


No Surprise 


Decision by Goldwyn last week 
to release the picture through UA 
despite his announced ‘termination’ 
sof his contract with the company 
came as no surprise, but as a kind 
of curtsey to the inevitable. With 
the $1,000,000 production completed 
and no other company willing to 
chance legal repercussions by re- 
leasing it, it was figured too expen- 
sive to gather dust—which makes 

| ine possibility of delayed distribu- 
ion so mysterious. 

Goldwyn’s knee-bend came in a 
‘letter to Murray Silverstone early 
last week and was followed by an 
acceptance by the UA chief. In his 
reply, Silverstone emphasized that 
the film was to be released on the 
same basis as Goldwyn pix in the 

[ past and no strings were to be con- 
sidered attached, to which the pro- 
ducer agreed. Only thing was a kind 
of tacit agreement by UA not to 
Publicize the acknowledged out- 
maneuvering of Goldwyn by Charles 
Schwartz, UA counsel. 


MERRILL NOW TREAS. 
| AS WELL AS V.-P. OF RKO 


W. J. Merrill was elected treas- 
urer of Radio-Keith-Orpheum at the 
harettors’ meeting last Friday (2), as 
Pe been previously forecast. 
ri reorganization RKO has had no 
ireasurer though subsidiaries have. 
: 7 was named vice-president of the 
poser d at the Jan. 10 meeting. 
: =m, active in RKO during most 
oh 7 years of its reorganization, 
ron n ..ssistant to the president, 
te J. Schaefer, for the last year. 
hie lously he had been v.p. and 
roller of Royal Baking, Great 


Is| i 
2 ond, Holding Corp. and W. & J. 
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| Berman Il in Fla. 
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eeesly int” is understood to be seri- 

¥ ill in Florida. 

I shina was up before 

tor ‘ng to his new chores from his 
mer post at RKO. 
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Sam Bischoff Out After 
Grippe; Back to Coast 


Sam Bischoff, Columbia’s new ex- 
ecutive producer, was permitted to 
leave his New York hotel bed on 
Monday (5) for the first time in al- 
most a week as result of an attack of 
grippe. He came to Manhattan two 
weeks ago for a vacation prior to 
start of his three-year deal at Col. 

Bischoff will return to the Coast 
at the end of this week after confabs 
with Harry Cohn, Columbia prez, 
who is also in New York, on plays and 
other story properties under consid- 
eration for next season’s program. 
Cohn goes to Palm Beach Feb. 15. 


HAYS TALKS ON 
NEELY AND 
ITALO-U. S. 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

At the Producers’ Assn. elections 
yesterday (Mon.), understood that 
Will Hays had considerable to say 
about the Neely bill. He also spoke 
of the English situation and United 
Artists’ negotiations with Italians. 

Reported some _ criticism was 
levelled at UA for doing biz with 
the Italians after other companies 
had withdrawn. 

New president of the Association 
of Motion Picture Producers is 
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount vice- 
prez, elected at the meeting Monday 
(15) to succeed Joseph M. Schenck, 
retiring head, who remains as mem- 
ber of board of directors. E. J. Man- 
nix was moved up from second to 
first v.p. to take over the berth va- 
cated by Jack Warner, who asked to 
be relieved because of press of studio 
production work. Cliff Work of Uni- 
versal named second vice-prez. 

Only change on directorate is ad- 
dition of James Roosevelt, head of 
Globe Productions, elected to mem- 
bership. Other directors are Harry 
Cohn, Samuel Goldwyn, Mannix, 
Freeman, Hal Roach, Work, Walter 
Wanger and Jack Warner. Fred 
Beetson was relected exec vice-prez. 

Besides Hays’ report on foreign 
and domestic problems, remainder of 
session was devoted to studio labor 
problems. 


FLU STALLS STAHL’S 














PROD. DEAL WITH UA 





Illness of John M. Stahl has re- 
sulted in a delay in the negotiations 
by which he is to be added to the 


United Artists producers’ 


week and had two confabs with Mur- 
ray Silverstone, UA chief. He was 
forced by the illness, later diagnosed 


as influenza, to leave in the middle 
of the second talk. 

Stahl has been bedded at his hotel 
since Thursday (1) with a double 
shift of nurses. When he recovers 
he will have to continue the chin- 
fests on the Coast, as Silverstone 
leaves N.Y. tomorrow (Thursday) 
for about a month in Hollywood. 
Deal, however, is understood vir- 
tually set for inking whereby Stahl 
will produce one or two pix a year. 





Joe Bernhard’s Op 


Joseph Bernhard, general manager 
of Warner Bros. Theatres, was Op- 
erated on Monday (5) for gallstones 
at the Lenox Hill hospital, New 
York. 

Reported resting comfortably fol- 
lowing the operation. 


roster. 
Stahl arrived in New York early last | 


| 


| 





‘derstood to be turning producer him- 
| self. 
‘production financing, much of which , 














PIX PRODUCTION 
TO ACCELERATE 


Wall Street Influence on Hol- 








lywood Film-Making Set- 
up — Keep Production on' Par’s Foreign Acc’ ting 


An Even Keel — No Over- D elay § 1939 Statement 


loading for One Period, 
and Then Bogging Down 

Paramount earnings statement for 
1939 probably will not be available 


for Another 

for another month, delay in getting 
in figures from foreign accounts be- 
ing responsible. 

Estimate of earnings, expected to 
be considerably ahead of 1938, prob- 
ably will be given stockholders at 
the annual meeting next month. 


ZANUCK SHAKES 
PROD. STAFF; 
3 ADDED 








SHAKEUPS DUE 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


Film production, in doldrums since 
late December, will get back into 
normal stride around March 15, by 
which time all majors will be started 
on their 1940-41 product. Current 
slump is motivated by two causes: 
(1) fact that most companies are far 
ahead on pictures for this year's 
program, and (2) coming of the per- 
sonal property assessor, who pays 
his annual visit to studios March 4 to 
levy assessment on exposed negative. 


Unless all indications fail, Holly- 
wood is in for a new deal in the 
matter of lensing skeds, with lot 
heads currently devoting their efforts 
to working out plans whereby talker- Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
making will be put on an even keel General shakeup in the associate 
and kept there, with plant personnel | Producer setup at 20th-Fox is on the 
being maintained on as near a per- | Way, as a result of Darryl Zanuck’s 
manent basis as possible. Behind recent huddles with Joseph M. 
the idea are the banking interests, | Schenck, Sidney Kent and Herman 
which have been raising havoc with | Wobber in New York. Three new 
the picture-makers for some time , "ames have been added to the as- 
past. sociate producer payroll and others 

Financiers have gone on record are contemplated before the 1940-41 


through their representatives on %°2S0n_ hits its stride. 


boards of various picture outfits with |, er = “4 eager = a 
a demand that extra outgo, resulting | in Bere, Wao em o> 
tained his release from a Metro con- 


from sudden switching from peak}! ,“ : 

shooting loads of 10 to 13 features to | —— — cong vag ined a eee 
what almost amounts to plant-shut- fom ee a Be yeh es be : 
tering, be curbed immediately. Wall | rok ae so rong a . We +s a 
Street’s argument grooves with that | #938 hift a , "a es il i. 
of certain more intelligent Coast | rosco, shitted irom the writing @e- 
labor chiefs, who have been cam- | Partment. Their first assignments 
paigning for level flow of employ- fete Ragen pose cmesige Ay = 
ment for more or less fixed number | je tn aim id be 
pearl lng s. Usually these films wou 


!in Sol M. Wurtzel’s department, but 
In fact, for next 12 months, holders | jn this case the three new producers 


of money bags will practically dic-|are functioning as members of 
;ducers on the lot are Harry Joe 
HAL ROACH BREAKS IN |gowan, John Stone and Nunnally 
| York, where he is writing a stage 


tate Hollywood’s camera dates for) Zanuck’s own staff. 
| Brown, Henry Duffy, Raymond Grif- 
JUNIOR AS PRODUCER #2 uci’ aronnsoe isons 
| 
| play. 

















(Continued on page 46) | Currently, the other associate pro- 
| fith, Gene Markey, Kenneth Mac- 
|sixmonth leave of absence in New 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Another Roach makes his bow as 
a producer in the Hal Roach organ- 


| 
| 
ization. He is Hal, Jr., who will | 
produce one of his dad’s pictures for IMPRESSIVE WELCOME 
United Artists release on the °40-41 
season. With Gordon Douglas as di- | TO ZUKOR IN CHILE 
rector, young Roach will make ‘No- | 
mad of the North,’ a tale back- | 
grounded against the icy wastes of Repeating the welcomes accorded 
Alaska. him in Great Britain and Australia 
Picture goes in Technicolor. | last year, Adolph Zukor, chairman 
| of Paramount Pictures, on his cur- 
Walker’s Coast Huddle |rent trip through South America 
Tom Walker, v.p. and eastern rep | with John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign 
for Hal Roach, trained for the Coast | chief, again is proving himself a 
Friday (2) for confabs with the pro- | good will ambassador for the entire 
ducer. He'll be gone about two/| picture industry. Zukor conferred 
weeks. with Pedro Aguirre Cerda, president 
Up for discussion is a possible re- | of Chile, when he was in Santiago 
arrangement of personnel resulting} last Saturday (3), and his advent 
from the resignation recently of; became a world news event. 
Roach’s Coast manager, who is un- Huddle with the Chile chief ex- 
ecutive followed a luncheon attend- 


ed by 100 prominent Santiago citi- 
zens. Earlier in the week they had 




















There will also be talks on 








Walker handles for Roach, and on! been honor guests at a dinner given 
selling of forthcoming Roach pic-| by the Chile Board of Trade there. 
tures. | The following day Zukor participated 
| in the laying of the cornerstone for 

| s A 
| the projected Rex theatre, Santiago, 
. | which is to be the finest in the South- 
John Stone Leaves 20th ern Hemisphere. Benito del Villar 

| is constructing the house. 

Hollywood, Feb. 6. | Previously on their way south, 
John Stone is making another Zukor was accorded similarly im- 
major studio connection around pressive welcomes in Colombia, Ecu- 
April 1 after being associate pro- ador and Peru. Zukor and Hicks now 
ducer in Sol Wurtzel’s unit at 20th- are en route to Buenos Aires by the 
Fox since its inception. southern lake route, having left San- 
He has two more pictures to finish | tiago last Sunday 4). Trip will re- 
out contract. ‘quire a week. 


Considerable ill-feeling against 
United Artists by Hal Roach because 
of what he considered ‘bungling’ of 
the New York release of ‘Of Mice 
and Men’ was revealed this week. 
Roach considers that the edge has 
been taken off his film by the prior 
appearance on Broadway of another 
John Steinbeck filmization, ‘Grapes 
of Wrath,’ currently at the Rivoli. 
There was undue delay, in his opin- 
ion, in failure to get ‘Mice,’ which 
was ready on Dec. 15, released be- 
fore 20th-Fox’s ‘Grapes,’ which 
opened Jan. 24. ‘Mice’ has now been 
set for the Roxy, N. Y., Feb. 16. 

United Artists contends that 
Roach’s picture will profit by the 
publicity and strong word of mouth 
on ‘Grapes.’ And anyway, it main- 
tains, the delay was not its fault. 
The picture was sold to the Roxy, 
operated by 20th-Fox, and the latter 
company naturally wanted to get its 
film in Manhattan first. It found 
innumerable reasons, therefore, for 
pushing ‘Mice’ off. Recent trip east 
by Frank Seltzer, Roach’s publicity 
chief, it was disclosed Monday (5), 
was not to set puffs, as announced, 
but was a trouble-shooting, emer- 
gency call to try to cajole a better 
break for the film. 

Roach’s position is that UA erred 
in not selling the picture originally 
to the Music Hall instead of the 

(Continued on page 18) 


JESSEL-HECHT SET TO 
SHOOT IN N.Y. MARCH 10 


The first move to circumvent ru- 
mors that eastern production had 
hit a snag came yesterday (Tues.) 
when the George Jessel-Ben Hecht 
project was announced to start shoot- 
ing at the Biograph Studio on March 
10. This will be the first of the 
films to be made in the east as re- 
sult of Mayor LaGuardia’s drive. 
Earlier it was reported that Jessel 
had te into difficulty with his fi- 
nancin 


The film may pe released through 
Columbia although Jessel says he 
may make another deal, depending 
on a strong male name. 
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Roach Peeved at UA Because 20th's 
Steinbeck Film, ‘Grapes, Beat His 
Steinbecker, Mice & Men,’ on B'way 
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N. Y.’s Water Shortage Points Up 
Theatres’ Problem When Cooling 
Plants Consume Too Much Aqua 





4 


In the face of constant increase in 
the use of cooling systems among 


theatres, night clubs, restaurants, | 


hotels and businesses of all charac- | 


ters, it is predicted that a serious 
problem will arise within 10 years in 
the obtaining as well as disposal of 
water. At present, while no imme- | 
diate alarm is expressed, a threat of | 
difficulties hangs over Greater New | 


York due to a dwindling supply ot 
water and urging by city fathers that | 
it be conserved in eyery possible 
way. 

The fact that there are no cooling 
systems which do not require water 
could create difficulties in the New 
York area in the event of an acute 
shortage except for those theatres or 
other establishments which re-usc 
the water. This is possible where 
so-called cooling towers have been 
installed. In some sections of the 
country, the theatre maintenance 
men have been experimenting suc- 
cessfully with water economizers, 
and predict that mechanical means 
of conserving and disposing of water, 
where disposal is heavy, will have 
fo be relied upon to meet the in- 
creasing load. 

Many theatres use ventilating sys- 
tems. These are not in the cooling 
category and do not require water, 
merely serving instead as a means of 
keeping air in circulation. Broad- 
way legit theatres are partial to the 
ice-refrigeration system. 

Territories which face the most 
serious problems are the middle | 
west, Arizona, other portions of the | 
southwest and all of the south, in- 
eluding Florida. While in much of 
this country the supply of sufficient 
water for all. including theatres, isa 
growing problem, the disposal of 
water after its use is as grave. 

In Arizona, in Nace & Rickards 
territory, wells were dug and the 
water, after used for air-cooling, was 
being pumped back into them. This 
was done in Phoenix, for example, 
by Rickards-Nace because the storm 
sewers were becoming overtaxed. 
The situation in Phoenix is being 
partly met by an appropriation to 
enlarge storm sewers, but with the- 
atres and others taxed, through me- 
ter devices, each month in accord- 
ance with the water handled. 

In Kansas City the Newman the- 
atre has installed a water economizer 
in order to cut down the require- 
ments on water, while in other parts 
ef the country various theatres are 
right now wrestling with ways and 
means of handling the situation, In 
some cases this is due to the cost of 








present disposal of water through | 


city sewers or otherwise. 

Some cooling systems require 
more water than others, the likeli- 
hood being that all will have to at- 
tempt to get down the need for water 
below what it now is, especially 


Hash It Up, Boys 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Walter Wanger has six writers, 
including director Alfred Hitch- 
cock, working on ‘Personal His- 
tory,’ slated to roll Feb. 27. 

In addition to Hitchcock, the 
scripters are James Hilton, Rob- 
ert Benchley, Charles Bennett, 
Joan Harrison and Alma Reville. 


Six Studio Piayers 
In Fidter’s P.A. Turn, 











At $7,500 Per and % 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Jimmy Fidler is next to take off 
with a unit of film youngsters for a 
tour of eastern picture houses. Lou- 
ella Parsons having returned, and 
with glowing reports of responsive 
audiences and robust biz, the radio 
chatterer takes off on his invasion 
Feb. 23, initialing a seven-week tour 
at the Stanley in Pittsburgh. For 
his tour studios have lent him 
Cecilia’ Parker, Olympe_ Bradna, 
Edith Fellows, Mary Healy, Michael 
Whelan and Peter Lind Hayes, the 
latter an impersonator, and son of 
Grace Hayes, yesteryear vaudeville 
headliner. 


William Morris agency booked the 
turn, with Fidler guaranteed a 
weekly minimum of $7,500 against a 
percentage. Act will have a radio 
studio setting so that audiences can 
be taken through the mechanics of 
his Drene broadcast, from the zero 
hour just ahead of signing in to his 
finale tag ‘and I do mean you.’ After 
a break-in at Terre Haute or South 
Bend, Ind., ‘Hollywood Parade’ fol- 
lows Pittsburgh with Baltimore, 
Hartford, New York, Washington, 
Cleveland and Chicago. 


Joe Reddy, for years Harold 
Lloyd’s press agent, goes in advance, 
with Fidler carrying Walter Ram- 
say and an office sec to look after 
his syndicated column and broadcast 
material, which will be aired en 
route, 

Troupe may stay out longer than 
eight weeks if Fidler can get studio 
permission to extend the loanout of 
players. 


RKO AND R.C. CENTER 





Although officially closed in the 
Federal court records only Satur- 
day (3), settlement of the RKO con- 
troversy with Radio City over pic- 
tures that had been booked for the 
Center theatre, N. Y., when it was 
in a pop grind film policy in 1934, 





those which demand more aqua than 
competitive equipments. 


U’S ‘CHICKADEE’ MAY 
GO INTO B’WAY ROXY 


Because no large-seate: Broad- 
way house currently available, 
Universal probably will hold back 
general release of ‘My Little Chick- 
adee,’ W. C. Fields-Mae West star- 
rer. The Rivoli and Music Hall be- 
ing tied up with product commit- 
ments for the next four weeks or 
more, Universal may put the picture 
into the Roxy. 

This theatre has been using prod- 
uct oulside of 20th-Fox in recent 
weeks. 








is 





4 A’s Coast Gambol 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Jean Hersholt heads the program 





was made a year ago last October. 
| There was no cash settlement of 
a suit for $164,751. Agreement 
reached, discontinuing that action, 
; was in effect to ‘forget about 
since the Music Hall continues a 
steady customer of RKO and at 
about that time signed a five-year 
contract for major portion of 
| (RKO) product. This deal has three 
|more years to go. 

Originally RKO had charged breach 
| of contract since the Center, thrown 
| into a grind film policy which didn’t 
last long, had signed for 20 features, 
but played only 11, and on some 
'Of these had fa 
quired minimum rental of $5,959 a 
week. 


} 
| 





John Balaban Continues 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
John Balaban making another trip 
this week to the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn., for further ob- 








committee in charge of ‘Gambol of 
the Stars,’ annual ball of the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of 
America to be held Feb. 22 at Cocoa- 
nut Grove. 

Others on the committee are Clark 
Gable, Claudette Colbert, C. Aubrey 
Smith, Carole Lombard, Norma 
Shearer, Jeanette MacDonald and 
Bette Davis. Ralph Morgan is chair- 
man of the general ball committee | 
and George Murphy will emcee. 





servation. 
He was at the Clinic two weeks 
ago for a general checkup. 


Val Paul’s Hula O.O. 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Val Paul to Hawaii and Samoa to 
scout locations for Edward Small's 
‘South of Pago Pago.’ 
Most of the pigture wil] be shot 
in the South Seag. 
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SETTLE $164,751 SUIT, 
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iled to pay the re-, 


Checking in at the Mayos 








: Gurney Quits Selznick Agcy. 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Noel Gurney, v.p. of Myron Selz- 
| nick agency, handed in his resigna- 
| tion, effective Feb. 12, after 12 years. 
He had been in charge of British 
talent. 
| Following a_ vacation, 
‘plans his own agency. 





Gurney 





PICTS FILES: 
BKPTCY. 


Educational Pictures filed in bank- 
ruptcy Wednesday (31) in N. Y. fed- 
; eral court, listing assets of $352,422 
| and liabilities of $577,923. The com- 
pany lists its address as 50 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, N. Y. 


Secured claims total $448,522, of 
which taxes to the Collector of In- 
ternal Revenue, N. Y. State and 
Delaware, are $1,895. . The other se- 
cured creditors are the Electrical 
Research Products; Inc, owed 
$241,673, and which holds as security 
a $250,000 bond and mortgage on 
Educational Studios, Inc., 7250 Santa 
Monica boulevard, Los Angeles. Ed- 
mund V. Hally of Bayside, L. I, is 
owed $6,342 and holds notes secured 
by all the capital stock of Educa- 
tional Films Corp. of America, with 
an unknown value attached to these 
notes. Jack Cosman of Producers 
Laboratories is owed $507, and holds 
a second lien on the stock. 


Loyd Wright, trustee in bankrupt- 
cy of Grand National Pictures, Inc., 
is owed $200,000, secured by 15,000 
shares of preferred stock of GN par 
value $10 a share, and 150,000 shares 
of common, par value $1. This stock, 
the petition declares, is worthless. 

Unsecured creditors are Jeremiah 
D. Maguire, owed $38,409 on the 
bankrupt’s lease; the Chase National 
Bank of N. Y., owed $1,089 for trans- 
for agents fees; Arthur Young & Co., 
$2,780 for auditing; Snider, Duke & 
Landis, $12,501 for attorneys’ fees; 
Earle W. Hammons, $50,000 for sal- 
ary; the National City Bank $18,251 
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Indie Exhibs’ High Hopes 


=== 





Prospects for industry changes that will be extremely beneficial for 


independent exhibitors and producers this year appear more pr 


omi 


than they have for the last six years. The indie exhibitor, especie 


suit. 





tories. 








Coast Scribes 


Especially 





Bassler’s 20th Berth; 
Associate Story Editor 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Robert Bassler was named associ- 
ate story editor under Julian John- 
son at 20th-Fox. 

He handled the studio’s yarns in 
London before that office there was 
closed On account war, and moves 
into the berth vacated by Howard 
Smith, 


Par Studio Coasting, 
26 Films Completed; 
Only 4 to Go for ’39-40 


Holly wood, Feb. 6. 


With 26 pictures, representing close 
to $13,000,000 in production costs, 
completed and backlogged, Para- 
mount plans to coast along at mini- 
mum speed for the next few months. 
Only four films remain to be made 
for the 1939-40 program. They are 
‘Comin’ Round the Mountain,’ ‘The 











on two notes, on which GN is a co- 
maker. 

Assets include 16 mm. prints, the 
bond and mortgage on Educational 





shares of common stock of Educa- 
tional Films Corp. of America, 5,000 
shares of preferred stock of Educa- 
tional Films Corp. of America, both 
with a par value of $10, and with 
unknown value now. Also 1,350 
shares of capital stock of Educational 
Studios, Inc., 15,000 chares of pre- 
ferred stock of GN with a par of $10 
a share, and 1,100,000 shares of com- 
mon stock of GN with a par of $1. 
| Both the latter items are worthless. 
| There are two causes of action for 
| the company pending, these being 
for $90,021 against GN for monies 
loaned, and one for $12,370 against 
| Educational Studios, Inc., also for 
| monies loaned. The company is be- 
| ing sued by stockholders in the N.Y. 
; Supreme court for waste and mis- 
management, That action seeks $10,- 
| 000,000 damages. Unsecured claims 
| total $109,253. 





| 
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Studios of California, $250,000; 15,000 | 





| Night of Jan. 16,’ ‘A Night at Earl 
Carroll's and ‘Northwest Mounted 
Police.’ 

Currently, one feature, ‘Destiny,’ 
is being shot for the 1940-41 sched- 
ule, 

Par postponed shooting of ‘Ear) 
Carroll's’ for a. month because of 
scripting difficulties. Kurt Neumann 
is Slated to direct. 





| 
| 


‘NAT'L FILM CRIX ORG. 
POLLING THE COUNTRY 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 

The newly organized Newspaper 
Film Critics of America organiza- 
tion has taken over the poll of film 
reviewers throughout the country, 
formerly conducted by the Minne- 
apolis Journal here, to determine the 
critics’ choices of the 1939 best pic- 
ture, best performances by an actor 








The company which started in 
| business in February, 1927, has seven 
| officers. Earle W. Hammons is 
president, Bruno Weyers v.p., Nor- 
man C. Nicholson is a director as 
|are John R. Munn and Hugh M. 
Kahler. Harold Saxe is assistant 


| (Continued on page 18) 
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'| Studio Contracts 








| Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Republic handed player contract 
| to Lois Ranson, 

Sen Yung’s actor option lifted by 
20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox signed Bob Conway to 
player pact. 

Paramount renewed Philip Kah- 
gan, Charles Strickfaden and Frank 
Zinzer for its music staff. 

Charles Tedford inked actor pact 
at Warners. 

Warners signed Janice Chambers, 
moppet. 

Metro renewed scripting pacts of 
Fred Finklehoffe and John Monk, Jr. 

Cyril Hume drew new scripting 
ticket at Metro. 

Universal renewed Felix Jackson’s 
writer contract, 


4 


and actress, best male and feminine 
supporting performances and _ the 
young actor and actress likely to 
make the most progress in 1940. 
Merle Potter, now Times-Tribune 
film critic, who was in charge of the 
poll for three years for the Journal, 
which has suspended publication, is 
directing the present poll for the 
NFCA and ballots were sent out last 
week. A committee of 50 critics 
made the nominations. 


Announcement of winners will be 
made in about three weeks. 


The NFCA was formed in New 
York last August with Harry Martin 
of the Memphis Commercial Appeal 
as chairman of an organization com- 
mittee which includes Buck Herzog, 
Milwaukee Sentinel; Keith Wilson, 
Omaha World-Herald, and Potter. 





'Argvle After Lugosi 


For Series of Chillers 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


John Argyle, British producer who 
is transferring his activities to Hol- 
lywood in spring, is dickering with 
Bela Lugosi for a series of Edgar 
Wallace whodunits, to which he 
holds the filming rights. 





Metro contracted Robert Phoeren 
as a writer. j 





Currently Argyle has commit- 
ments for two pictures in London, 
after which he goes to the Coast. 


the one without circuit tieups, anticipates relief on block-boo 
continuance of the hands-off attitude in the -dual program sj 
and the cutting up of affiliated circuits via the Government's an 


Presently there are approximately 13,500 independent theatres in the 
U. S. operated by nearly 12,000 indie exhibitors, 
include independents with recognized leanings towards Major com. 
panies, or definite unwritten understandings as to product and terri. 


The independents, avowedly strong backers of dualism, were en. 
couraged last year by high court rulings which upheld the ri 
exhibitor to use double-feature program and forbid selling o 
with any anti-duals proviso attached. 

The sole threat to duals, as viewed by indies, 
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tuation 
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Latter figure does not 
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S 
is the possibilit 
many major companies will go through with plans to curtail he aa S 
ber of features for their 1940-41 season. Lack of product, thus might | Fail 
materially curtail the present high number of dual billers. pro 
——eg f and 
tax' 
Frown on Neely, =| 
fici: 
é e 93 . | = 
ynopsis Proviso| ‘= 





Hollywood, Feb. €, 

Vote on the Neely bill by Screen 
Writers Guild is expected tc show 
an overwhelming opinion against the 
measure. Ballots went out tc mem 
bers today (Tuesday) after a meet 
of the executive board the night be 
fore at which a recommendation for 
a ‘No’ vote was framed. 

Writers are particularly bitter 
against the synopses clause in the 
bill which would require that synop 
ses of proposed pictures be submit. 
ted to exhibitors before actual pro. 
duction gets under way. Scribes will 
name three reps to go to Washing. 
ton to urge defeat of the bill. 

Screen Publicists Guild ane other 
independent studio guilds are ex 
pected to fall in line with SWG op. 
position to the measure. Screen at 
tors guild and other larg: organiza 
tions already have thrown their sup- 
port to the antis. 

Wanger-Myers Debate 


Open meeting of the Screen aa 


ers Guild last week, at which the 
Neely bill was kicked around thor 


SEVSETSS-SERER LF ZOLE RS 


D 
1 


ee Fes” 


. 


& 
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oughly, developed into open and bit 
ter bickering when Walter Wange 
challenged Abram Myers from th 
floor. 
Wanger: I would like to know how 
Mr. Myers, representing these s0 
called independent exhibitors, and 
speaking for experimentation, and 
for more freedom for writers, can 
favor a bill which means Federal 
censorship and the impossibility of 
making such pictures as ‘Grapes of , for 
Wrath’ and ‘Of Mice and Men,’ o 
any other such pictures which write 
ters have been striving for? 
Myers: If we can stay on the same ® ing, 
ground for a few minutes, when§ com 
you say I am advocating Federal} gen 
censorship, why, of course, you ar¢é 


e 


Ww 
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to | 
forn 
par! 
said 
, and 
[ t 
fea 
one 


entirely mistaken. There is n0 
stronger opponent of Government 
censorship in the room than I em. 
Wanger: How can you say it is 
not Federal censorship when the 
provisions of the bill cal] for an ae- 
curate synopsis to be submitted? 
That is exactly what it is, Federal 
censorship, and that is what vou are; 


advocating in this bill. oun 
Myers: No, I am unequivocally op- duc 
posed to censorship. | a 
Wanger: Read what your bill say# e . 
about synopsis, and see if it doesn't Th 
call for censorship. 
Myers: Now— i 
Wanger: Just you read it. te 


Myers: No, there 


isn't a thing to 
about censorship in it. 


Wanger: Read it. “ 
Myers: No, you can’t tel! me what | 
wit 

to do. dio 
Wanger: Well, just read ii. ine 
Myers: I wrote it; why should I b . 
read it? tak 
( 


Schaefer: It was written by #® Jew 
student at Columbia. 

Myers: The first draft, but Jeter I 
wrote it. 

Wanger: Well, please read that 
statement about a synopsis being 
furnished at the time the pictures 
arc offered, an accurate synopsis. 

Myers: You say that is censorsbip 
and I deny it. 
_, Wanger: Read it, and I will Jeav@§ pio 
it to anybody in this room to decide} hop 
the meaning of it. L Con 

Schaefer: I will volunteer to read} y 


it. Tela 
|" 


B 
A 


Myers: Never mind. I wil]. Whet 
you say it is censorship, you are 
talking through your hat. (He now 
reads the entire passage.} There #) 
not a word about censorship in it 

Wanger: If it does not meet the: Ir 
classifications, according to your lik f Wag 
ing, it is not produced. I will “a C 

Rus 


(Continued on page 19) 
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‘Upheritance Taxes May Be Solved 
If Doug, Jr., Becomes a UA Partner 





7 n ssibility has arisen that 
| an rom d ony United Artists stock held 
4 by the estate of the late Douglas 
| Fairbanks will haye to be sold to 
provide sufficient cash to pay state 
=}{ and federal inheritance and estate 
es. 

"tt was originally hoped by counsel 
for the estate and for the bene- 
fciaries named in Fairbanks’ will 
that the stock would go to the heirs. 
However, an on-the-scene investiga- 
() tion by Dennis F. O’Brien, who is 
syrrently on the Coast, has revealed 
t there may not be a sufficient 
sum realizable in cash on other assets 
of the estate to pay the taxes, 
en | O'Brien was for many years Fair- 
banks’ counsel and now represents 

the estate. 

Plan of Douglas Fairkanks, Jr., to 
step into his father’s shoes as a pro- 
ducer-owner of UA may alleviate the 
necessity for selling. Fairbanks’ will 
did not stipulate how the assets were 
to be divvied among beneficiaries, so 
it would be possible to give the 
whole block of stock to Doug, Jr., in 

it. § lieu of splitting it and the other assets 
ro «| between him and Fairbanks’ widow, 
vil] § who get the lion’s share of the estate. 
Doug, Jr., could then, from his own 


n 
y 
he 
Me 
Pet 
J 
for 
ter 
he 
Ip 


% funds, pay the taxes and keep the 
stock. 

x. Doug, Jr., as a producer-owner, is 

>| @ wholly satisfactory idea to UA 

ace © execs and other stockholders, query- 


za § ing reveals. They feel that he has 
ID. the proper background, training and 
name to be an asset to the setup. 
[ we has not yet been suggested of- 
rit | ficially to the company, but inasmuch 
as O’Brien is a member of the board, 
one of the UA attorneys and carries 
gonsiderable prestige and weight, it 
ger | 8 very possible that it will be carried 
the h if Doug, Jr., decides that is 
‘what he wants. 
Young Fairbanks is said to desire 
to produce and star in ‘The Cali- 
fornian,’ which his father was pre- 
paring at the time of his death. It is 
said there is a chance Fairbanks, Jr., 
pralg nd Mary Pickford, who is preparing 
off © reenter production, may join 
. of, forces in a single producing unit to 
on} Make at least two pictures for next 
rite) season, Fairbanks’ stock, constituting 
one-fifth of the total of UA outstand- 
me * ing, must be offered for..sale to the 
hen 
ral 
aré 


company before being put up for 
nd 
et EASTERN BRANCH OF 


the 
Ore 
bit 
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£0 
and 
and 
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general bidding. 








{ SPG SETTING BYLAWS 
ace 
a Working secretly behind carefully 


are} guarded doors so that their identity 
may not be known, members of the 
oe publicity and art departments of pro- 
ducer-distributor home offices are 
a drawing up a constitution for an 
“94 eastern Screen Publicists Guild and 
Thursday night (1) held a meeting 
n this at the Capitol hotel, N. Y. 
gee on a constitution and by- 
ing includes a publicist who is said 
have had legal training and is 
ending his aid in that direction. 
hat Whereas the SPG on the Coast, 
t i @ signed contract from the stu- 
inet, expected Friday (5), does not 
é i beatle art departments in the mem- 
— in the east the plan is to 


spt 


jaw € in this branch of publicity-ad- 
p vertising activity. On the Coast the 
rl, senior Angpnot ens wage scales for 
Junior publicists, plus 

shat} WOrking conditions, . 
ping 





ires 
a Balaban’s Conn. Home 
=D) 
ee Chicago, Feb. 6. 
ave aa: Balaban, now inactive in the 
se) be € business, is setting up his 
1 Op € and family in Greenwich 
cad} ye 


a 
relatives town last week visiting 


S and picking up some fur- 








het sy : 

are] uture which had been stored here. 
now 

c#| 0TH HOLDS CUMMINGS 


| : Hollywood, Feb. 6 
105 Iry J Pe 
1ik- fag her Cummings’ director option 
“ 2 cures ed by 20th-Fox. 


use he is piloting ‘Lillian 


AHERNE’S LEGIT OFF 


Unless Actor Agrees to Continue 
Also in the Fall 








Deal to appear in a legiter, for 
which Brian Aherne came to New 
York from the Coast last week, is 
off. Gilbert Miller, with whom 
Aherne was confabbing on doing 
‘Beaux Stratagem,’ figures the cost of 
production too great unless the film 
actor will commit himself to appear 
in the play next fall as well as dur- 
ing the coming spring. Aherne in- 
sists on returning to Hollywood 
around June 1. 


Joan Fontaine, Aherne’s wife, who 
was also to appear in the play, ar- 
rived in New York Sunday (4) night 
after her plane was delayed almost 
12 hours by bad weather. She was 
prevented from coming with her hus- 
band earlier because of retakes 
on ‘Rebecca.’ 


LONG PIX MAY 
MEAN FEWER 
PRODS. 


The influence of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ on the future of the motion 
picture industry is the subject of 
much trade discussion right now. 
The extended playdates for this film, 
plus the possibility of other film 
outstanders, like ‘Pinocchio’ and 
‘Grapes of Wrath, augur an ulti- 
mate diminution of film production 
in future years. 

For Metro alone, since ‘Gone’ 
doesn’t become available for general 
release until 1940-41, that must mean 
a lesser number of films that sea- 
son, according to trade analysts. 
This year’s (1939-40) program is 
committed, but if exnibitors next 
season get a few strong and long 
pictures like ‘Gone,’ uny continua- 
tion of the same number of program 
productions, as in the past, must 
mean the piling up of product. As it 
is, even now (see Philadelphia story 
herewith) a backlog of product is 
piling up. 

Exhibitors may find it very advan- 
tageous if the industry gave them 
a series of overlong, but very dis- 
tinguished films. They may have 
to give up 50-70% of the rental, but 
in the theatre-owners’ favcr are such 
elements as smooth week-to-week 
operation for a long spell; the saving 
on weekly advertising and exploita- 
tion campaigns with each new show; 
the saving of any No. 2 features 
(dualism); a possible upbeat for 
worthy shorts, to round out this type 
of show, requiring the briefies to 
stagger the time, as is currently be- 
ing done at the Broadway Capitol 
(detailed elsewhere in this issue); 
saving on accessories, trailers, etc. 


Creditors Okay Plan 
Of Producers Operation 














Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Creditors of Producers Pictures 
Corp. approved a proposal by Rob- 
ert S. Benjamin, Pathe counsel, to 
work out plans to keep the indie 
outfit in operation. Company, headed 
by Ben N. Judell, owes Pathe ap- 
proximately $80,000, covered by first 
liens on seven completed pictures. 

Unsecured creditors, representing 
claims of $40,000, appointed a com- 
mittee to work with Benjamin. 





More Coin for ‘Anne’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
RKO production execs upped the 
budget on ‘Anne of Windy Poplars.’ 
Picture rolls in March under Cliff 
Reid’s producticn, with Anne Shir- 





ley featured. 


CHAINS DO 60% OF PIX B. 
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INDIE CIRCUITS 
45,, UP SOME 1% 


Theatre Circuits Dominate 
the Nation’s B. O., Latest 
Survey Show — 17,000 
Cinemas Total 11,000,000 
Seats 








MAJORS TOTAL 25% 





Theatre circuits dominate the na- 
tion’s boxoffice, according to the lat- 
est survey of the field. Growth of 
independent circuit operations dur- 
ing the last six years is credited 
with this swing, affiliated circuit set- 
up remaining nearly unchanged. 
This advance has been so marked in 
the last 16 months so that currently 
nearly 60% of the gross business is 
done by circuits. The remaining 
40% ‘is handled by independently 
owned theatres. Latter classification 
includes individual operations cov- 
ering three theatres or less. 

Figures recently compiled reveal 
that about 35% of the picture thea- 
tre business is done by independent 
chains, or approximately 7% more 
than 16 months ago. Remaining 25% 
gross is attributed to major company 
affiliated chains and circuits with 
some interest held by a producing- 
distributing company. 

The spread of indie circuits is 
plainly indicated by the increase in 
theatres, with 4,130 houses being 
placed in the category of being in- 
dependently owned by some 390 in- 
dependent chains. This is more than 
twice as many theatres as six years 
ago. The number of affiliated the- 
atres has varied but little in recent 
years, now being placed slightly be- 
low 2,300 at the end of 1939. 

The independent circuits account 
for approximately 3,200,000 seats of 
the national total of 11,000,000 seats 
(17,000 theatres), while 2,500,000 is 
the total seating capacity of affiliated 
theatres. Independently operated 
houses furnish the remaining 5,300,- 
000 seats. While indie individually 
operated theatres lost capacity, inde- 
pendent circuits gained 200,000 seats. 

Because of the ramifications of 
certain circuit operations in which 
major companies figure, check on af- 
filiated chains was the most difficult 
to compile without running into 
overlapping. In certain spots, two 
major companies may have five the- 
atres each and yet have all 10 houses 
operated by a pool. 

Reason for the considerable edge 


(Continued on page 18) 


Leslie Howard Plans Joint 
French-British Film Prod. 
As a Contribution to Allies 








Paris, Feb. 6. 
Leslie Howard is 
study plans for common French and 
British production of full-length fea- 
ture picts for both local and foreign 
distribution. 
Above the mobilization age and de- 
siring to fit in the picture some- 
where, the British actor revealed 


ices in the production of two-version 
films using bilingual actors. He ab- 
hors the term ‘propaganda’ and 
| would like to avoid it as much as 
|possible in the making of Franco- 
British films. 

| He has already had talks with Jean 
_Giraudoux, head of the French Bu- 
reau of Information; Noel Coward, 
employed in the British censorship 
office in Paris; Danielle Darrieux’s 
manager, Gregory Rabinovitch; Mary 
|Glory and others. He would also. 
like actors with draw names in| 
America so that the films could be 
exploited on the other side of the 
Atlantic. In this connection, and 
unknown to Howard, was Edward 
Villier’s recent trip to Paris to dis- 
cuss much the same plan with Girau- 
doux. Villier formerly headed the 








that he would willingly lend his serv- 


Exhibitor Livingston's Bill in Neb. 
To Speed Clearances; Philly Indies 
Beefing Over WB's Piling Up of Pix 





CALLING ALL INGENUES 


Katharine Hepburn’s Scouting for 
Howard Hughes 








Katharine Hepburn, currently fea- 
tured in ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ at 
the Shubert, N. Y., is still interview- 
ing Broadway ingenues regarding an 
unrevealed Howard Hughes picture. 
Understood Hughes seeks a number 
of unknown actresses, all of whom 
must be lookers, with the idea of 
building one into another Jean Har- 
low, who was ‘discovered’ in the 
producer’s ‘Hell’s Angels.’ 

Not known whether any girls have 
been actually set by Miss Hepburn 
for Coast testing, but a couple of 
hundred have been interviewed 
backstage at the Shubert during the 
last few monuths, All are asked to 
bring pictures, which may be sent 
to Hughes on the Coast. 


WIND’ BELLOWS 
ON SHORTS IN 
N. Y,, ETC. 


Restricted to three screenings a 
day, the Broadway Capitol keynotes 
many another key by throwing in an 
hour of shorts so that the fans get 
five hours of celluloid. The shorts 
came about through a goodwill ges- 
ture by the theatre management to 
get the standees on the lines off their 
feet and into the theatres, but since 
the first unspooling doesn’t occur un- 
til 11:15 a.m., an hour is thus killed 
with shorts. The final feature starts 
at 9p.m. Were it not for the shorts, 
it would hit at 6 p.m., an obviously 
bad b.o. hour for the final show. The 
limitation to three-a-day explains 
why the time isn’t utilized for a 
fourth showing. 

On Sundays, in some towns, be- 
cause of Sabbath restrictions, that 
day sees only two showings of the 
feature, but not so on Broadway. 

Another curious operation angle at 
a house like the Capitol occurs when 
the theatre starts to take in more 
money it also starts to lose some. 
The paradox is explained by the 
$1.10 scale coming at 5 pm. How- 
ever, standees from 3 p.m. on are 
given the advantage of the 75c after- 
noon price, and should there be some 
700 or 800 people in line—as is the 
average—that’s quite a differential 
against the theatre, by giving the 
waitees the benefit of the 75c scale. 














in France to/| 





cinema division of the British Min- , 
| istry of Information. 


MONO MAKING ‘RIP’ 
DESPITE 20TH NUDGE 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Monogram is going ahead with its 
$350,000 production of ‘Rip Van 
Winkle’ in spite of reports that 20th- 
. x is going to produce the same 
yarn on a larger scale. Prexy W. 
Ray Johnston wired instructions 
from New York to put the picture 
into work next month. 

February production schedule, un- 
der supervision of Scctt R. Dunlap, 
calls for three films, beginning to- 
morrow (Wed.) with ‘Midnight 
Limited.’ Other starting dates are 
‘Son of the Navy’ (15) and ‘Covered | 
Wagon Days’ (19). 








HOWARD SHINES UP AT WB 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

William K. Howard checked in at 
Warners to start work on ‘The Pat- 
ent Leather Kid,’ his first job on the 
lot under his new directorial con- 
tract. 

Picture stars George Raft. 





Lincoln, Feb. 6. 

Claiming backing of 15 of the 43 
senators who will report for legisla- 
tive duty with the Nebraska uni- 
cameral in 1941, R. R. Livingston’s 
clearance bill proposal is being given 
minor re-vamping for submission 
early in the session, 

When first announced, Livingston, 
who runs the indie subsequent-run 
Capitol here, had the rough draft 
proposal allowing only 45 days from 
date of national release for a first 
run play. After 45 days, the contract 
was to be due and payable, and the 
film released for sale to subsequent 
runners, 


Change has been to 60 days, in- 
stead of 45 in the present framing of 
the bill 


Livingston wants to stop the prac- 
tice of two-pricing theatres in Ne- 
braska, stop the practice of overbuy- 
ing by major affiliated situations, and 
make pics available in some relation 
to the studio sponsored publicity 
they are treated to. : 


He reasons this bill will do all 
these things. He says no one will 
want to buy more than he can safely 
play, because he'll be sticking him- 
self, Livingston believes most -films 
are as perishable as fruit, and must 
be played close to their campaigns. 
He also claims any film prod-distrib 
who submits to exhib sale of product 
under such subterfuges as balcony 
prices 15c cheaper than the main 
floor, to compete with subsequents, is 
— to no clearance protection at 
all, 





Quakertown Headache 
Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

Indie exhibis in Philly are begin- 
ning to show signs of worry over a 
threatened shortage of product in 
the near future because of the 
lengthy ‘Gone With The Wind’ dates 
at two first-run houses, Situation, 
where every important initial-run 
theatre is controlled by Warner 
Bros., keynotes similar crises in 
other spots, where the midtown 
houses are tightly controlled. 

Shortage is arising from the fact 
that films are not going through the 
exhibition mill at the usual rate, 
but are being piled up in Warner 
circuit vaults until houses are freed 
from ‘Wind’ and other pix can be 
fed in the usual course. Exigency is 
evident from the fact that instead 
of four houses pushisg films through 
to the subsequent runs, only two 
are now doing so. 

Formerly the Boyd, Earle, Fox and 

Stanley were regularly turning over 
a combined average of about three 
of three-and-half first-runs a week. 
Now only the Fox and the Stanley 
are available, with ‘Wind’ in the 
Boyd and Earle. Aldine is a regu- 
lar UA showcase, normally playing 
extended runs, while the Stanton 
sticks almost exclusively to first-run 
action stuff and the Capital flip-flops 
in policy. 
Should the situation continue for 
any length of time, change of policy 
in Warner midtown continued runs, 
Keith’s and the Karlton, will be re- 
quired, as Warners’ own subsequent 
run nabe houses throughout the ter- 
ritory will be just as much without 
product as the indies. 


Fight Against Anemia 
Next of WB Medicals 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Next medical picture at Warners 
deals with the fight against anemia 
by three Boston scientists, Drs. 
George H. Whipple, George Minot 
and William P. Murphy. Hal Wal- 
lis’ plans call for production on the 
same scale as ‘The Life of Louis 








Pasteur’ and ‘Dr. Erlich’s Magic 
| Bullet.’ 
Studio is negotiating with the 


scientific trio to get their okays on 





the story. 
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Harry Cohn Wisecracks on Stand 
As First of Top Film Executives 








The first of the major film company 
executives, Harry Cohn, was ex- 
amined before trial Monday (5) in 
N. Y. federal court by special assist- 
ant to the attorney general, Robert 
L. Wright. Assisting Wright were 
Thomas Lynch and William P. Farns- 
worth, while the balance of the 
majors were all represented by coun- 
sel, 

Cohn remained cool under the fire 
of the Government attorney, and in- 
terposed many wisecracks which lent 
an air of joviality to the procedure. 
The Columbia president declared he 
first entered the picture business in 
1918, when he handled a roadshow 
fo: Universal. The film was ‘Traffic 
in Souls.’ Shortly thereafter he 
joined his brother Jack in the forma- 
tion of a short producing company, 
which a half year later again changed 
its name to C.B.C. Film Sales Corp. 
due to the inclusion of Joe Brandt as 
a partner. In 1921 the firm branched 
out into the production of a feature, 
and when Loew’s rejected the Cohns’ 
demand for the film, it was dis- 
tributed through the state right mar- 
ket. Production of features and 
shorts grew in number and quality 
until 1924 when Columbia was 
formed as the successor company to 
CABc. 


At that time Columbia was making 





Cross-Examined by the Sovt 


Penciled In 





Mike Connelly, checker for the 
Screen Actors Guild in New 
York, discovered a character 
player whom he didn’t know 
working on the set for a com- 
mercial short being made by 
Caravel Films last week. He 
asked him for his card, only to 
learn that he was Eberhard Fa- 
ber, 81, pencil magnate, who 
heads the firm for which the pic- 
ture was being made. 

SAG waived membership re- 
quirement for him. 








4A’s Peace—It's 


Wonderful!—The 


PICTURES 
Reuter Film-Bioged 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Wolfgang Reinhardt’s next pro- 
ducer job at Warners is ‘This Man 
Reuter,’ a tale of the founder of the 
news service that bears his name. 
Producer recently finished his first 
chore at Burbank, ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s 
Magic Bullet.’ 


CIRCUITS CUT 
PASS LISTS 
SHARPLY 


Largely because the lists have be- 
come top-heavy but also due to the 
fact that records show considerable 
abuse on the part of some holders 
during the past year, the major thea- 
tre chains have drastically cut their 
pass lists for 1940. Warner Bros. cut 


its list 50%. Paramount and RKO 
also cut but not to this extent. Loew's 
never was overboard. 

In addition to trimming the pass 

















lists sharply in most cases, circuits 


have made changes where passes 


Ke e on Coast + were issued for more than two per- 
sons, cutting off the ‘and party’ or 





Hollywoed, Feb. 6. | 


What threatened to be a bristling | 


session developed into a love feast | 


from 8-10 features yearly and ap- with all hands in complete accord | 


proximately 50 shorts. Columbia} when the directorate of Screen Ac- | 
grew, and in 1927 produced four A’s | tors Guild met Monday (5) night 
with the eastern heads of Equity | 


and 27 B’s for its features. At that 


| 


time the Cohns started the purchase 'and AFRA. All actor problems and 
of the various exchanges throughout the ‘one big union’ idea received an 


the country which had been dis- all-around blessing, but conferees 
,agreed to defer general discussion 

The next phase of the questioning of details until a report was re-| 
was about star-borrowing. Cohn de-| ceived from Bernard Reis, 
clared that Columbia borrowed play- countant for Associated Actors and | 
ers, but especially in the early stages Artistes of America, appointed to 
the company was unable to lend draft a plan. 


tributing their product. 


stars, as it had none under contract. | 
Preduction Expenses 


| the committee appointed by Ralph 
A confidential report of Columbia’s , Morgan, 
production expenses from the com- , various 


ace | 


Huddling today (Tuesday) with 


SAG prexy, to discuss 


‘and guests’ where the privilege has 
been overworked. Some passes are 
unrestricted rather than being good 
for once weekly and where these 
have come in too many times during 
the year, holders have been stricken 
off where that might be dared. 

Most all theatres now keep records 
of every pass, through their number 
or the name to whom issued, for 
yearly or periodic study to determine 
who are the abusers. 


Early War Jitters 
Reflected in Loew's 
Ist Quarter Income 











problems affecting the 


pany’s inception was then handed to groups, are Emily Holt, AFRA exec- C : 
the Government attorney. Columbia | utive secretary; her associate, George | immediately after the start of the 
did not wish this report made public, Heller, and Walter Greaza, associate , European war is reflected to a great 


Louis Frohlich, attorney for the com- , executive 


secretary of Equity. 


| The disrupted condition of Ameri- 
can film company operations abroad 


| extent in Loew’s, Inc., 12-week finan- 


pany stated. The Government ques- , Under discussion will be the selec- | cial statement for the quarter ending 
tioning then went back to the stars, | tion of a temporary national exec- 
and questions were asked concerning , utive head for the American Guild of 
what factors Columbia took into con- | Variety Artists. Committee reports 
sideration when ‘it loaned a player. back to SAG ata special board meet- 
The U. S. was curious concerning the ling Thursday. Kenneth Thomson, 


releasing arrangements, and whether | 
Columbia did not make certain that | 
good arrangements had been made. 


Cohn retorted that Col.’s main in- biz in his Guild post. 


SAG executive secretary, was sug- 
gested for the temporary berth but 
| is begging off due to heavy press of 


Secretaries 


terest was whether the wouldbe bor-' Holt and Heller declared AFRA is 


rower could pay for the loan. 


He | still on the ‘one big union’ band- 


declared other factors taken into ; wagon. 


consideration were such things as the | 
part the player was to have, the) 
He de- 


script or story, billing, etc. 
clared the release, whether it be 
major or independent, was secondary. 
The same applies to technician lend- 
ing, the Columbia prexy went on to 
say. Under more questioning Cohn 
admitted that independents have 
neither talent nor technicians to loan, 
except freelancers. He placed Re- 
public and Monogram in the same 
class as Columbia in this regard. He 
also declared that on several occa- 
sions he had attempted to secure 
players from these companies but 
had been rejected. 

Classification of films was the next 
item. When asked about ‘A’ films 
and where he expected them to be 
exhibited, Cohn replied ‘In theatres.’ 

Under more questioning he ad- 
mitted that the films would have to 
be exhibited in first run metropolitan 
theatres to bring a profit. He denied 
that most of the top films are pro- 
duced by the defendants in this ac- 
tion. When asked which company 
produces the best pictures, the Co- 


lumbia president yelled, ‘I object to) 


that question.’ After a while Cohn 
declared that <Ietro consistently pro- 
duces the best ‘A’s,’ and said, “That is 
as far as I am willing to go.’ He 
explained at this point that an ‘A’ 


production for Columbia might cost | 


$50,000, but such a picture for Metro 


might be considered a ‘G’ production | 


on that lot. 

The first ‘A’ produced by Columbia 
was ‘The Blood Ship,’ Cohn testified. | 
He refused to answer questions on 








REPUBLIC CARRYING 20 


| Nov. 23 last. Company showed a de- 
cline in net profits of $1,586,487 over 
‘Similar period in the previous year. 
For the 12 weeks, representing the 
initial quarter of Loew’s new fiscal 
year, net profit amounted to $1,393,- 
,456 as against $2,979,943 in compar- 
able period of 1938. This was equiva- 
, lent to 7lc on each common share as 
compared with $1.74 for the 12-week 
period of 1938. 
| Loew’s report covers September, 
October and November, first two 
months representing the period when 
the film business in England and 
France suffered a complete shutdown 


SCRIBES ON PAYROLL recy to “normal “The operating 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Republic signed Eve Greene to 
write the screenplay for its $500,000 
‘Women in War,’ raising the total 


/number of scripters on the lot to 20. 


Others are Betty Burbridge, Brad- 
ford Ropes, Franklyn Adreon, Ron- 
ald Davidson, Norman Hall, Ed- 
mond E. Kelso, Barney Sarecky, Sol 
Shor, Charles Francis Royal, Earle 
Snell, Robert M. Yost, Stuart An- 
thony, Jack Townley, Irving Foy, 


Charles Kenyon, Dorrell and Stuart | 


McGowan, Bennett Cohen, Isabel 


Dawn and Boyce DeGaw. 


Colbert Reaps ‘Wind’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Claudette Colbert gets the star 
spot in ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ one of 
P-ramount’s high budget produc- 
tions for 1940-41. 
Yarn, localed 








mag serial by Thelma Strabel. 





No Loafing for Cagney 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


James Cagney faces a rush of three | 
pictures when he returns from his 


in Havana and 
Charleston in 1830, is based on a | 


profit after subsidiary preference 
dividends but before other charges 
totalled $3,017,481 as against $4,938,- 
,934 for the 12-week period of the 
| previous year. 

Although this represented a dip of 
“nearly $2,000,000, company had to 
pay out $1,124,025 in depreciation 
‘and taxes, which was only about 
$300,000 under what was paid in the 
comparable quarter of 1939. Com- 
pany set aside $500,000 as reserve for 
| contingencies, the same as in 1938. 





‘Lloyd Will Produce But 
Not Act in ‘Gob, Gals’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Harold Lloyd’s bow as producer 
for RKO will be ‘Three Girls and a 
Gob,’ from the typewriter of Grover 
Jones. He will not act in the pic- 
ture, 
Camera start slated for late spring. 











Deanna’s Remake 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


Deanna Durbin’s eighth picture at 
Universal, ‘Spring Parade,’ a ro- 


distribution declaring that either 
Jack Cohn or Abe Montague were 
more qualified to answer those than 
he. An adjournment for five min- 
utes was taken at this point, and 
Cohn, desirous of calling his office, 


(Continued on page 16) 


mantic yarn with songs, is a remake 
from the Austrian. Joe Pasternak 
is the producer and Henry Koster 


eastern vacation. “Torrid Zone,’ first 
of the trio, rolls Feb. 12, to be fol- 
lowed in rapid succession by ‘City 3S 
for Conquest’ and ‘The Story of John 4irects. 

Paul Jones.’ | American lyrics are being written 
| Fourth, ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ is by Gus Kahn to Robert Stoltz’s score 
; also under consideration. ifrom the original Vienna production. 


Wednesday, February, 7, 1949 


20th-Fox No Like N.Y. Times Critic - 
~ But Wants Nugent 


m_t 





= \.« 


as a Scripta) 1 





Kidding the Headlines 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Easiest thing to lose is a Holly- 
wood actor in Mexico. This is 
how simple it is: 

Otto Winkler, Metro flack, told 
a United Press correspondent in 
San Diego that he was going 
across the border to meet Clark 
Gable and Carole Lombard ‘if I 
can find them.’ 

Result was banner line stories 
about the Gables, lost in the 
Mexican wilderness. Meanwhile 
they were enjoying a vacation in 
their deluxe station wagon. 


SAG Wins Ist 
Round In Legal 








Screen Actors Guild won the first 
round in its legal skirmish with a 
minority group of extras which is 
seeking to force the SAG to extend 
full voting privileges to Class B 
members. Superior Court Judge 
Henry M. Willis overruled a de- 
murrer to the Guild’s answer in the 
Ed Heim suit and denied motions of 
the plaintiff to strike certain portions 
of the answer from the pleading. 

- Judge Willis stated that the answer 
constituted a good defense and that 
SAG was entitled to a trial of the 
case on its merits. The Heim group 
had been seeking to gain a victory 
on technical points without having to 
go through a trial. The jurist also 
held there was nothing comparable 
in the present issues to a New Jersey 
case involving the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes, 
which had been cited as an author- 
ity establishing a precedent in the 
SAG case. He said the IATSE case 
involved charges of racketeering, 
etc., which was not alleged in the 
Heim suit. 

Dismissal of the demurrer means 
that the case may not be called for 
trial within 90 days to six months 
unless SAG tops decide to request 
an early hearing in order to dispose 
of the action. The SAG answer has 
been amended to show that the by- 
laws now give the extras or Class B 
members the right to participate in 
all negotiations and arbitration in- 
volving them and to call a strike of 
Class B members upon a favorable 
vote by 75% of the membership. 

Negotiations pertaining to reclassi- 
fication of extras will be resumed 
with the producers this week. The 
SAG is seeking to virtually eliminate 
the $5.50 check and to minimize the 
$8.25 call in favor of the $11 check. 
A recent statement of Central Cast- 
ing Corp. showed that the biggest 
expenditure for extras last year was 
in the $11 division. 

AGVA's Closed Shop Deal 

A contract giving the American 
Guild of Variety Artists a closed 
shop deal for 350 northern California 
theatres, cafes and night spots has 
been signed with the Northern Cali- 
fornia Entertainers Managers Asso- 
ciation. Pact is effective immediately. 
A similar deal is now being nego- 
tiated for variety actors in Southern 
California. 

The contract just signed directly 
affects more than 1,000 variety per- 
formers and covers thousands of jobs 
of casual employment annually. The 
agreement is for a six-day week, 
with pay for extra performances and 
guarantee covering payment of sal- 
aries. The agents agree not to book 
any performer not affiliated with the 
AGVA, and to see that his good 
standthg with AGVA is maintained 
during the term of his employment. 

The agreement was signed for 
AGVA by Vic Connors, executive 
secretary of the San Francisco chap- 


well, of Blake & Amber. The pact 
covers all agents in northern Cali- 
fornia with the exception of Bert 
| Levey and Music Corp. of America. 


with these two which will 
same provisions as pact signed with 
the Managers Association. 

The Screen Cartoonists Guild has 
announced that its charter will be 
held open until March 1. During 


carry 





(Continued on page 18) 


Tiff Over Extras 





Offer by 20th Century-Fox of 
year’s pact as a script writer : 
Frank Nugent, film critic of 
New York Times, is paradoxica} 
that 20th has been at loggerhead, 
with the Times for more than a 
year, largely as the result of Nw 
gent’s reviews and Sunday stories, 
Battle came to a head last Apri 
when 20th pulled its advertising 
from the paper, It hasn't been re. 
turned yet and even the Roxy 
which 20th operates, takes only 
minor display space. 


Whether Nugent accepts 
offer, which includes : oma at 
siderably bigger than the $125 a 
week he is understood to be g 
now, will be decided this week. ht 
depends principally on the attitud 
of ‘studio heads toward conditiong 
laid down by Nugent if he takes the 
job. These conditions are being put 
to the Coast execs by Joseph Moe 
kowitz, eastern studio rep, who eo 
ducted the negotiations with Nugent 
and who is now in Hollywood. 

Although Nugent pointed out t ay 
the Times management that a year 
in the studios will bro.uden his valu 
as a critic if he chooses to return 
they refuse to grant him a leave ¢ 
absence or guarantee his job. Hy 
will have to take a chance, it is um 
derstood, on what occurs in th 
meantime if he wants the positiog 
back. One of his assistants, 
Crowther or Ben R. Crisler, will be 
come critic in Nugent's absence a 
a trial basis. If the Times is dip 
satisfied in a few months, it wil 
bring someone else in, in which cay 
it will not free to fire the new 
man to make room for Nugent agais 
unless it is still dissatisfied. 

Fox gave as its reason when i 
pulled its ads from the Times gem 
eral dissatisfaction with the. papert 
attitude toward Hollywood. Fila 
company claimed the sheet eithe 
looked down its nose and sneered #@ 
the picture industry or took it as 
joke. Cutting closer to the quid 
than that, however, was believed # 
be Nugent’s remarks about som 
20th pix, particularly the company} 
casting. It culminated in the with 
drawal of the ads after the reviey 
on ‘Suez,’ it is understood. 
pany’s offer to Nugent came a fev 
days after his review of ‘Grapes d 
Wrath,’ one of the most enthusiasth 
he has ever written. In the mea 
time, however, he reviewed ‘Litth 
Old New York,’ currently at th 
Roxy, and gave it a nice kicking 
around. 

Nugent has had no script writin 
experience, but his wit and gen 
erally entertaining style have wea 
him several previous offers. 
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ter, and for the agents by Ear] Cald- ; 


Separate deals are being negotiated | 


















Bernard Deckoff, president of tht 
United Theatrical and Motion Pictur 
Service Employees Union, local 
of N. Y., filed suit Friday (2) in N.Y. 
supreme court against the United Ref } 
tail and Wholesale Employees @ 
America, seeking an _ injunctia 
against the revoking of its chartel ¥ 





and damages. The plaintiff union 4 ,,.O4e¢ 
a subsidiary of the defendant, whi (Sd wi 
is the International union. i 
A charter was granted the plati' wy , 
tiff June 8, 1938, at which time t) longer, 
union was known as the Uni reli 
Ushers, Cashiers & Doorman’'s Uni we 
The plaintiff asserts it never viola j 
any of the constitutional provisi oe 
lor failed to comply with any of t a? 
‘orders of its parent. Then with weakie 
written notice, and without a heat years ° 
ing, in violation of the by-laws @§ (Par) , 
| the defendant, it is charged that @j two w, 
| Dec. 7, 1939, the charter of the plain) three, 
‘tiff was revoked. The reason coneee 
this, an affidavit of Deckoff’s statel tin 
is that the heads of the defend 
and Local 306 of the IATSE stea 
_ spired to revoke the charter, becaU%) Bits 
the plaintiff was becoming a rival “| two we 
306. Application for a temporary if $16,599, 
junction pending trial will be heat } a 
this week Lefore Justice Sam 4,000". 
Rosenman. stayed | 
OF sec 
omen 
Hammett’s Tax Rap wl pitaa 
A judgment for $2,342 aga  atterin 
Dashiell Hammett, the writer, Ho 0 stay 
tel Plaza, N. Y., was obtained of cont; 
terday (Tues.) by Joseph T. Warn 
gins, Collector of Internal Reve? touch” 
in N. Y. federal court. eon 


The judgment represents unpa 
income taxes ylus penalties for J¥ "| y 
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Blackouts Reverse London's Pic B. 0. 
To Daytime Draw; Product Is OK, 













(M-G) (8th wk.). a 
Capitol—‘Gone With the Wind’ of 
- e Win ak 
6 4 (M-G) (8th wk.). ; . ? : ? Pah 
a 0 c 2 In, Criterien—Congo Maisie’ op att 
Py ry (M-G) (7). dials Misty ee 
the + —.. in Variety, Jan. 17) : 
4 ©be—British Intelligence’ = a 
ads London, Jan. 23. ‘Gone ? $36 000 Equals (WB) (10). ; ; Sum total of business on Broad-,tially aided business. Take $42,000 ; 
a biggest sufferers since oe bod ’ ’ ’ eames a Family ha. a not sempere Bing last} (Ist wk.), $32,000 (2d) and $24,500 Ag 
icture theatres e ’ Obinson’ ; week, when colder weather pre-| (3), okay profit. ah 
ie We gh id “ were eight such Ist Record Denver W k (Reviewed in Current Issue) vailed, but this is due in part to the! State Ayr faring as fancily as it Till 
) est ° ; n kele Palace—‘Calling Phil » |fact that there are more holdovers. g ye 3 
pri] , the vere, Gee > amb y, wa) g Philo Vance’ | bad dip at the box offices Monday aa meen of recent weeks and doubt- ei 
' . assy, nits «7 4 : : - | ful if the count will show over $18,- a? 
Forum yd Rialto, all specializing in Denver, Feb. 6. Paramount—’Geronimo’ (Par) ps rs ye sag fig gg "1000. Slowing of gait is no Soubt aus 4 
ny | continental product. This is now 8) ‘Gone With the Wind’ is as strong} (7). Lent begins today (Wed.), but it |! “Victor Herbert,’ which played Pat 
nly passe industry. wit - aa 4 pore in second week as in first, which was (Reviewed in Vantery, Nov. 22) isn’t noticed so much on Broadway. |f0UFr weeks at the Paramount first qi 
cant oe cistenc: four are closed, | as near capacity as possible. Film is] | pyite—Green Hell’ (U) (2d slates tere Gis hk tee when hac nite aes” ee at 
For | with two in liquidation, SS slated for three weeks only, unless Rivoli—Grapes of Wrath’ - pi Be a ay See ane eee has Phil Regan and Emery Deutsch. gee 
on @ ance are es American 8-| third week continues packing them| (20th) (3d wk.). of Wrath’ and ‘Fighting 69th,’ while} Long-awaited ‘Pinnochio’ has _ its alt 
4. ty “End as a whole is doing| in. Roxy—‘Little Old New York’ — gt = Corner’ is a pretty | premiere tonight (Wed.) at the see 
ting business. But instead of do-| Denham pushed ‘Light That Failed’| (20th) (2d wk.). Seach S6h800 en te Genk nak mah lie eke ne eS ee Piag 
It healthy trade in the afternoons,|as mid-week replacer ‘Remember Strand—Fighting 69th’ (WB) {has maintained ed lick ot ia Mezz a pha eg “ A 
ona When. they, have et the Piackout egy on — prowl ae =" ond, ending last night (Tues.),| ing $1.10. RKO tnd Welt Dianey f 
= and capacity = po Meg ee Pan: pd an anticipatee on Week of Feb. 15 though feeling the pinch Monday|together have house under an ar- q 
has reversed the s . ° Astor—'G Wi ing? |along with all other films. With| rangement vi’ ‘ 
t has been up to standard Estimates f " k one With the Wind : , i g wi'h Rockefeller Center. 
pug Produc! : a stimates for This Wee (M-G _|prices increased, Rivoli wound up ‘ eae ; ‘ 
his time of year, but entire trade : E ) (9th wk.). Ill-fated ‘Bluebird’ ends its twice- 
for this Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— A : — the second semester at $49,000 and : 
under suspense as to what is go-| 7) Friday’ (Col), after ‘a week at Capitel—‘Gone With the Wind’ {embarks on the third week today daily run at the Hollywood tomor- 
to happen the coming year, due tre tenes Dale $3 aan. Leet week (M-G) (9th wk.). (Wed.). row night (Thurs.) after three very 
acute shortage of local product) 7 jp ouse was used for seven films, Criterion — ‘Our Neighbors— Cagney and O’Brien in ‘69th, plus! ‘sappointing weeks. The second 


and uncertainty of which way the 
Quota act is going to swing when 
expires next March 


’ (French) (2d wk). Steady 
$4500, which is good going, but not 


a doy each, of the year’s best, for 
average results. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)— 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-40) 
—‘Remember Night’ (Par) (2d wk.), 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 8 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 


The Carters’ (Par) 14). 
(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 8) 
Globe—‘Convicted Woman’ 


Rialto—‘Saint’s Double Trou- 
ble’ (RKO) (12). 


Holdovers Dominate B’way; ‘Grapes 
Juicy $49,000 2d; ‘69th’-Whiteman’s 2d 








draught of Paul Whiteman in per- 
son, is also carrying the Sirand into 
high coin for the second week, $48,- 


Music Hall on its current (2d) rub- 
ber and should come out a profitable 


week was under $6,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


é . ; r Astor (1.012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
Feeling bm : owe wt ‘Destry’ (U), after a week at each (Col) 17). 009 or better being sighted. Show |—‘Gone’ (M-G) (8th week). Takes 

longer but it all depends on the state|the Denver, Aladdin and Rialto. Music Hall—‘My Son, My _ |8° @ rousing $55,500 the first stanza,|are getting a little easier to obtain 
mee, ad ier ssvotnest Poor $2,000. Last week, ‘Shop| gon’ (UA) : a record under the pit-band policy. | now, but still capacity, $22,700, bear- 
¥ es Around’ (M-G) and ‘Flying’ Deuces’ a (Par) Second week's business will also be! ing out Metro contention that there 

(Estimates at rate of $5 e £.)' (RKO), after week at Orpheum, fair] (94 wie.) & rosuey Ser aay Seveever. are plenty of people who want to 
academy—‘Remontons Les Champs | #9.500. wk.). Shop’ had a fine weekend at the | know they’re going to sit and where, 


paying the price for that willingly. 
Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10-$1.65)— 


exceptional. Will stay easy six! three days, and ‘Light Failed’ (Par), Rivoli—‘Grapes of Wrath’ winner at $70,000 or near, on top of | ‘Gone’ (M-G) (8th week). The sev- 
weeks, due to shortage of product. |four days. Fine $8,600. Last| (20th) (4th wk.). the first week's $88,000. ‘Swiss/enth week ending last night (Tues.), 

t wa)” Cariten—‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par)| week, ‘Night.’ good $7,800. Roxy—‘Of Mice and Men’ Family Robinson’ opens here tomor- | $69,000, a dip that’s a drop in the 
(34 wk). Picture reopened this} Denver (Fox) (2,600; 25-35-40)—] (UA) (16). row (Thurs.). _ . bucket. On Monday (5), when all of 

t house, which shuttered| ‘9th’ (WB) and Norvel on stage. Sauteed ts Vamaee Jen. 2 Only new picture of major first-|Broadway got the finger, house 


at beginning of war. First two 
weeks averaged $12,000. Getting 
again kids trade and looks for at 
ix weeks, maybe longer. 





Fine $12,000. Last week, ‘Girl 
Friday’ (Col), strong $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 75c-$1.12- 


Strand—‘Fighting 6Yth’ 
4th wk.). 


(WB) 














run rank is ‘Little Old New York.’ 
Backed by a good opening and a 
stout weekend, but suffering on 
Monday (5), it should top $40,000, 


broke $9,000, lowest since Xmas. 
The sixth week was $72,000. 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Congo 


8 $1.50) ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Big-|— : : Maisie’ (M-G) opens here this morn- 
mn yy , Empire—The Women’ (M-G) (3d-| gest smash here in film theatre his-| , , peo tg pow’ 4 ao far from)ing (Wed.), following a preview 
gu final wk.). Started off with bang toj|tory. Terrific $36,000 on h.o. Last Gone $28 000 Equals . Th ing, and Will hoi over. screening last night (Tues.). ‘Judge 

$92,500 in first stanza, with second| week, smashed every house record ’ ’ ’ e opening of “Wind’ at the Met,| Hardy’ (M-G) went three weeks for 
Peli week dropping slightly to $19,500.! with $36,000. ° Brooklyn, Thursday (1) and in Jer-| handsome profits, concluding stint 
Filai Third and final week exceeding Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— First Week In Toronto << the prior week has not lessened | being near to $10,000. Second week 
ither§ $1§000, which warranted a fourth|‘Mr. Williams’ (Col) and ‘Oh, its velocity at the Cap and Astor to| was over $12.000 and the first $17,500. 
ed @( week. But Metro anxious to give| Johnny’ (U). Fine $4,500. Last any noticeable extent. Seventh week| Glebe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Lone 
ast second West End run at its adjoin-| week, ’Tower London’ (U) and ; Toronto, Feb. 6. at the twice-daily $2 Astor, ending | Wolf’ (Col). Fair business-getter, 
quicd house, the Ritz, hence the| ‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U), good $4,000. ‘Gone With the Wind,’ in its sec- |last night, again capacity at $22,700, | around $6,500. Last week, second for 







. Picture due for general re- 
early March. ‘Babes in Arms’ 
-G) succeeds at Empire, and fig- 
wes for at least three weeks. 
ont— ‘Rains Came’ (20th) 
eviewA(4th wk). Averaged $14,000 weekly 
first three weeks, and assured of 
» feng $10,000 current week. Likely to stay 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Fatal 
Hour’ (Mono) and ‘Gentleman Ari- 
zona’ (Mono). Good $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Destry’ (U), after a week at 
each Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Gray 
Walls’ (Col), nice $2,000. 





ond smash capacity week at $1.65 
top for the three-a-day showings, 
will take another estimated $28,000 
and knock the other first-run houses 
groggy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB). Good 


while at the Cap the take was $69,- 
000. Last week (6th) the Cap got 
$72,000, dip being infinitesimal, but 
it was caused a little by Monday’s 
fan-snubbing, house breaking $9,000 
that day for the first time since 
Christmas. 

‘Hardy’ culminated a 21-day stay 


‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA), a_ severe 
drop carried it to $5,000 following 
first seven days of dimes and quar- 
ters that ran to $9,000. 

Hollywood (1,553; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Bluebird’ (20th) (3d-final week). 
Closes tomorrow night (Thurs.), the 
second week ending Wednesday night 


, with ‘ i ’ enough $7,000, considering the com- ¥ pie (31) going under $6,000. 

es dE BA) to su lt aa Happiness’ | 6 1? petition down the street. Last week. night “(Tues ) ‘aan Sauer - $10, Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Swanee 
iasth r Square—‘First Love’ (U) Happens Night’ (20th) and ‘High |000 the final week, after two stout | River (20th) (3d run) and “Matried 
neshi (th wk). Deanna Durbin still the : School’ (20th), fair $6,500. ’ and In Love’ (RKO) (lst run), 







Lith Loew’s (Loew) (2.611; 75-$1-$1.65) |S°SS!0mS up ahead. ‘Congo Maisie,’| dualed. This double-truck looks to 
tad week: to ning $20,000 and genes —'Gone’ (M-G). - Brvactes pod! Seeeee Eee: Wee Seve’ ih OFT abe SO. foot, , Saat week 
icking bettering $17,500 and’ third just un- unabatedly to another $28,000 to du- | int another Mere {hat rorid es | Hunchback (RKO) (2d run), played 

der $15,000, Fourth week looks easy — same capacity figure of last going to the tas os taut 2 en gag nana T3664: 25 35-55-88-99) 
ee he 8908 for another four “Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663: 25-50)— | theatre weren’t long-termin, ‘Wind.’|—‘Geronimo’ (Par) ‘and stage show 
(Landen Pavilion ‘Melody of (OF INDPLS ‘Dr. X’ (WB) and Count Berni Vici ane is a poor Mat Noms “! an og eg rl somes 
won . ot unit. O. K. : ell,’ now in its secon nal) lap,|bands, Cass Daley, others, opens this 

Youth’ (UA) (3d wk). Opened to : a $9,000. Last week, looking $8,000 after a first seven days Final (3d) week of 







$10,000, dropping to $8,000, with clos- 
ing week not exceeding $6,000. 
Transferring to Marble Arch Pavil- 
ion, for second West End run. ‘Susan 

the Mounties’ (20th) replacing for 





one week, to be followed by ‘House- 

t’s Daughter’ (U). This is first 

in history London Pavilion is 
playing (20th-Fox) product. 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘The Arse- 

nal Stadium Mystery’ (Wooltf- 






} 


| 





Indianapolis, Feb. 6. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is still the 
big noise in town. Held over for a 
second week at Loew’s, figures for 
the deuce stanza are topping initial 
showing, due to heavy publicity on 


0). One week to barely $7,000,| attendance which kept many cus- 


N.Y) shout what was expected, but epic|tomers from trying to get in first 


ake make money in general re- 
: lease on its subject, English football 
es @\and fact that Arsenal Football team 
included in film. ‘Melody of 

Outh’ (UA) replaced. 
(UA) 


Qdeen—'The Real Glory’ 
(3d wk). Exceeded $20,000 in first 


tanza, with second good at $16,000 






| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


week. 


With the southern epic milking the 
amusement coin with high top prices, 
other houses are feeling the receés- 
sion. Circle is getting some of the 
overflow due to geographic location, 
but is still not too good dualling ‘In- 


N upped in third week to $17,500. | Visible Man Returns’ and ‘Chas. Mc- 


plettWim stay fourth week, but 







oe prior to general release 
week in March. ‘The Stars Look 
Down’ (GN-London) replaces. 


not | Carthy, Detective.’ iana l 
longer, as due for second West End | average with ‘Light Failed’ and ‘Oh 


| 


Indiana is below 


Johnny.’ Lyric, with only vaude in 
town, is still not so forte with strong 
stage attraction in Tommy Dorsey 
orch with ‘Son Is Guilty.’ 


Fe eggs Babcggr ond (Col) and vaude, 
rthur Tracy topping, satisfactor 
$8,500. . 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Carters’ 
(Par). Good enough $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and 
a (U), dual, satisfactory $3,- 


Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35- 
50)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G). O. K. $7,- 
500. Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th), so- 
so $6,500. 


of slightly over $12,000. ‘Lone Wolf 
Strikes’ is fair at the Globe and on 
the week will be about $6,500. 
Paramount today (Wed.) has a 
changeover, new show being ‘Ger- 
onimo’ and, on stage, Van Alexander 
and Matty Malneck bands, plus Cass 
Daley and others. House played ‘Re- 
member the Night’ three weeks, two 
| with the Bob Chester band, one with 
|Enoch Light’s orchestra. Inkspots 
; went the three weeks and substan- 








Friday’ Cheery $14,500 in Frisco, 
But ‘Blue Bird? N.S.G. $7,000 its ce 





San Francisco, Feb. 6. 


{ Last week, ‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U) 


morning (Wedcd.). 
‘Remember the Night’ (Par) and Ink- 
spots, Bert Wheeler, plus Enoch 
Light orch (1st week), was $24,500, 
with house coming out o.k. The sec- 
ond week with Bob Chester band 
was $32,000, the first $42,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Shop Around Cor- 
ner’ (M-G) and stage show (2d-final 
week). Dug pretty deep into pocket- 
books the first week for $88,000 and 
is holding up well on the holdover 
for $70,000 or close. : 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Green Hell 
(U) (2d-final week). Good little 
draw here, looking $8,000 this week, 
following initial sail to over $12.000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Grapes’ (20th) (3d week). Socko 
| boxoffice and here to stay for some 














er and stiffer opposition, was $55,000. 
Were picture a little shorter, making 
more than seven shows daily possi- 
ble, it might have menaced the all- 


visi - "21 Days’ (Col). Just got ‘Gone With the Wind,’ which start- | and vaude, fair $14,000. time record of house set by ‘The 
of th a one week to around $8,000. | Estimates for This Week ed out as a loud roar at the Warfield Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— | Mighty’ (Par) in 1930, $77,400. Be- 
vith is a Columbia English quota| Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- here, went into a decrescendo as the | ‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Little Acci- | ing short, ‘Mighty’ enabled much 
” hell Wweakie, taken off the shelf after two | 49)—69th’ (WB) and ‘Man Wouldn't opening week progressed to level off | dent’ (U). Gives indications of hefty | better turnover. 





‘The Li 
aws @ (Par) replaces as That 


weeks 


Failed’ | Talk’ (20th). Moved over after good 
d expected to stay! first week at Indiana. 
at least, with possible | here. 


Okay $3,800 
Last week, ‘Remember Night’ 


at about $36,000, which is still plenty 
forte. The second week of the run 
should wind up with about $33,000, 


$14,500. Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) and 
‘Mr. Williams’ (Col), finished five- 
week run with $5,800, good. 





Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Little 
Old New York’ (20th) and stage 
show. Doing pretty good, $40,000 or 


ag Regal—Mr. S |(Par), also moveover from Indiana, Moni hefty for three-a-day at $1.50 een dard i, ees naar and ata, = ithe —_ 
on r. Smith’ (Col k.). | Vv av 1 . ; _.. |—Take This Woman -G) an rother Ra ,000, dis- 
Crea Plenty of ona San. | Obete CH z-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30-|,, 4 week which saw a lessening in | ‘Little Accident’ (U). Getting good | appointing. i : 

end: in for six weeks, but not 40)—‘Invisible Man’ (U) and ‘Chas. | the force of the wind also saw a re-/ $16,500. Last week, ‘Remember | State | (3,450; 35-55-75) ‘Herbert 
E to Stay full quota Getting | McCarthy’ (U). Former pic given markable jump in the power of! Night (Par) and ‘Mutiny Big House’| (Par) (2d run) and vaude bill, in- 
us steady $12,500. heavy ax plugging for okay $7,500, |the ‘Fighting 69th, which, having | (Mono), nice $11,000. cluding Phil Regan and Emery 
eee ‘At Circus’ (M-G). After. roan wae Reel Chicago’ (M-G) and | been estimated at $15,000, wound up St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 75-1.10) | Deutsch band. Cashiers are not as 
‘ival two weeks at Empire to $21,500 and ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G), so-so $6,300. the opening session at the Fox with | —‘Blue Bird’ (20th). N.g. business | busy here this week as they have 


ary is mei, respectively, switched to this 


weekly average. 





oP Studia One—‘Alerme 
Final (French) (2d wk.). 


, | 
in Accord —‘Gone’ 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- 


ar Second run, and managed to 30-40)—Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Oh 

$4,000 other three weeks to over | Johnny’ (U). 
Could have | opposition house to moderate $6,000. 

for secon uch longer, but spot wanted Last week, ‘69th’ 

Women” West End run of ‘The Wouldn't Talk’ (20th), strong $9,800. 


Feeling the ‘Gone’ at 
(WB) and ‘Man 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 75, $1.10) 
(M-G) (2d wk.). Going 


Barely | stronger than first week, terrific $41,- 


$23,000—an amazing pick-up. In its 
second week at the same house it 
looks good for $15,000. 

The road-showing of ‘The Blue 
Bird,’ at the St. Francis, at $1.10 top, 
is way under expectations, looks to 


do only around $7,000 for the first | 


week. 
Estimates for This Week 


| in spite of heavy ad and ballyhoo 
| campaign, and the prestige of road- 
showing. Estimate for opening week 
|' around $7,000. Last week (30-40), 
'‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and ‘City 
| Chance’ (20th), second week in town, 
neat $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Mice and Men’ (UA) (2d 
Second week looks for neat 





been of late; approximately $18,000 
is all they’re handling ,mild. Last 
week ‘Destry’ (U) (2d run) and 
Benny Fields, it was a far different 
story, $27,000 fine. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99)— 
‘69th’ (WB) and Paul Whiteman (2d 
week). Candy for the mobs and 
$48,000 or over is in store for the 
current week, biggest house has 























Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘69th’ | wk.). 


aga 
sp, Hoy bettering $2,000 per ic in debut 
or, to stay per week, but bound | 000. Last week, same pic 1 (WB) and ‘Philo Vance’ (WB) (24 | $7,500, after fine $11,000 in first 


- o contin mger due to acute shortage | socko $40,000. done on any holdover under the 


ental product | Lyrie (Lyric) (1.900; 25-30-40)— | wk.). Drawing unusually heavy and | stanza. present policy. First seven days was 
r, sae: ; ; yric (Lyric .900; y . ed 

— , ‘ , ; S t 5,000,| Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 75-1.10- | also a record, $55,500. This topp 
even Each Dawn I Die’ (WB) ‘Son Guilty’ (Col) and Tommy/second week looks hefty $15 | sor "Gone’ GEG) (Ad «ch.). Ehow. |"Old Maid’ (WE), played last Au- 


Last week, skyrocketed to terrific | ) 
$23,000. ing three times daily. First week’s 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) | estimate too high. Take was good 
— ‘Saint’s Trouble’ (RKO) plus ! $36,000. Second week looks for 
vaude. Indicates only $9,500, poor. | around $33,000, still mighty fine. 


Dorsey orch on stage. sgn = to 

S8ton, ‘previous figure set up by bandman 

uns unlike! around $13,000. Final week here, but over the line with $11,500. 

or Maiq’ tw exceed $10,000. ‘The Old | Last week, ‘Married Wife’ (20th) and 
) replacing. ‘‘Oomph Revue,’ pale $10,500. 


Wk.). Had no difficulty i 
touchin y in _ ‘: ; 
15 i " : gust, by $3,500. Early morning and 

$15,000 in first oo midnight business is away up, as 
always occurs when Cagney gets 


around. 

















VARIETY 

















. FILM SHOWMANSHIP - 


Film Theatres Join 
Hoover Campaign For 


Finnish Relief Funds 


' model T Ford, packed to capacity 
| young men and gorgeous native girls (all passengers 
being armed with tin pans and stout sticks) rattles 
through the main thoroughfare. It carries no banners 
Everyone knows the reason for 
It is the night the picture theatre is 





Herbert Hoover, chairman of the 
Finnish Relief Fund, yesterday sent 
a letter to theatre owners setting 
Feb. 17 and 18 as the days for col- 
lections to be made in -e theatres. 


All of the major theatre chains 
have agreed to cooperate with Mr. 
Hoover and have accepted his invi- 
tation to take part in the drive. 

Major L. E. Thompson is national 
chairman of the motion picture divi- 
sion of the drive, and Vincent G. 
Hart is the national director. 

Jack Connelly, formerly editor of 
Pathe News, is handling publicity 
for the film division, at Hoover’s re- 
quest, 





Before the Snow Melts 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


Universal is sending ‘Ski Patrol’ 
into the writing mill to cash in on 
the Russian invasion of Finland. 

Paul Huston is doing the yarn, with 
shooting slated to start about 
March 1, 


SHILOH IS NEWS AGAIN 
AT PREEM OF ‘EDISON’ 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 


Special edition of the Detroit Free 
Press with front page a reproduc- 
tion of its initial issue, carrying the 
story of the Battle of Shiloh, is be- 
ing printed for the preem of “Young 
Tom Edison’ at Port Huron, Mich., 
Saturday (10). It will be put aboard 
the wood-burning train on which 
Edison was a hawker when a youth. 
Train will again make its original 
75-mile run from Detroit to Port 
Huron, Edison was said by W. E. 
Storey, then editor of the Free Press, 
to have set a record by selling 1,000 
copies of the paper with the Shiloh 
story. 

‘Young Tom Edison’ will be shown 
in three houses simultaneously at 
Port Huron Saturday night, the 
Desmond, Family and Majestic, 
thereafter only at the Desmond. 

Attending the unveiling will be 
Mickey Rooney, star of the film; Nor- 
man Taurog, director; John Consi- 
dine, producer; Louis B. Mayer, 
Howard Strickling, Mrs. Minna Edi- 
son Hughes, widow of the inventor; 
Edsel Ford, and Premier Mitchell 
Hepburn, of Ontario. Howard Dietz 
and Bill Ferguson, Metro exploitation 
and publicity execs, leave for Port 
Huron this afternoon. 

Premiere is unusual in preceding 
by more than a month the general 
release of the picture. Metro wants 
to capitalize on Edison’s birthday 
on Sunday (11). Sequel, ‘Edison, 
the Man,’ with Spencer Tracy in the 

top role, which Metro calls ‘the sec- 
ond half’ of the picture, will be re- 
leased in June with the preem prob- 
ably in Menlo Park, N. J., locale of 
the inventor’s laboratory. 


3 Reno Houses Will 
Preem ‘Virginia City’ 














San Francisco, Feb. 6. 


Phil Philips, Fox-West Coast ad- 
vertising and publicity exec., airing 
back and forth to Reno frequently 
these days, making final arrange- 
ments for the preview of ‘Virginia 
City’ March 16. It will be shown in 
Reno’s three leading theatres on that 
night. 

On the afternoon of the same 
day it will get a preliminary pre- 
view in a 200-seat house in Virginia 
City, actual setting of the picture, 25 
miles from Reno. A train load of 
150 newspaper reps and 30 stars will 
travel from Hollywood to Reno for 
that week-end. 





Making It Official 


Bridgeport, Feb. 6. 

‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) at the War- 
ner, was reviewed by Capt. Benja- 
min D. Kornfield, World War vet 
and city editor of Bridgeport Post, 
instead of regular crick, Fred H. 
Russell. 

In his column Russell referred 


readers to Kornfield’s notice, saying 


picture was a natural assignment for 
the soldier-ed, 


From the standpoint of economy 


fectiveness, film exploitation on the island of Tahiti, out 
there in the South Seas, is said to lead the world in 


accomplishing its purpose. Thrice 


or announcements. 
the disturbance. 
showing a film. 


Tahiti campaigns. 


order to see the main attraction. 


procedure by omission, 


at the Tahiti opera house. 


sion. 


family habit. 


ments, and courteously conducted, is 


cannot. 


EXPLOITATION 








There is much to be said for the simplicity of the 
There is never any confusion in 
the minds of prospective patrons as to the title of the 
evening’s film, the names of the stars or whether it is 
worth while to sit through the secondary feature in 
The higher refine- 
ments of the art of advertising are eliminated from the 
In their place, the local ex- 
hibitor has held vigorously to a tried and true prin- 
ciple of public relations. He has established and main- 
tained the thought that there always is a good show 


Tahiti showmanship is mentioned here for the reason 
that thousands of American exhibitors overlook and 
disregard their best exploitation asset—the good char- 
acter of their theatre. It is an easily explained omis- 
Caught in the whirl of double-billing and the 
effort to advertise six or eight different films every 
week, they are trying to attract the attention of special 
audiences, instead of building theatre patronage as a 
They are blind to the fact that a well- 
managed theatre, clean and comfortable in its appoint- 


the manager is showing at all times on his screen the 
best film entertainment he is able to obtain. 

Which naturally brings up the question whether 
American exhibitors, under the present distribution 
process, are able, even if willing, to exercise their own 
best judgment in the selection of product. 
answer to that is, that some exhibitors can, and others 





By John C. Flinn 


and general ef- 


weekly an old 
with handsome 


that can, 


Wednesday, February, 7, 1949 








wet 





Those who can are the operators of affiliated and 
important independent circuits who do business with 
distributors (or most of them) under selective con- 
tracts, which give theatres the privileges of selecting 
from a season’s group of films certain pictures they 
wish to play, rejecting the others. The right of rejec- 
tion is not involved with questions of moral, racial or 
religious content of the films. 
right to reject pictures that they believe will not make 
money for them at the boxoffice. 


They simply have the 


NO STRINGS 


They may be wrong as many times as they are 
right, but that doesn’t matter. 
selective contracts, a very large group of exhibitors 
has privileges which are denied to another group. In 
the total of film rentals paid yearly, the favored may 
be better cash customers, but the theatres which can- 
not negotiate selective contracts outnumber the houses 


Under the system of 


Within the limitation of this brief presentation are 
contained nearly all of the reasons for the turmoil 


which has held back the film industry from its greatest 


a guarantee that 


And the 


period of financial and artistic development. 
partment of Justice anti-trust suits are premised on 
the allegation of preferences to favored interests. 
The Neely bill, whose objective is to abolish block- 
booking and blindselling, has won support, which ac- 
counts for its passage by the Senate and its likely 
enactment by the House, because it is interpreted by 
its proponents to be an effective aid to a minority. 

The proposed code of fair practices was a recogni- 
tion of the urgency that some machinery should be set 
up within the industry for the purpose of maintaining 
equitable competition. That worthy effort was shelved 
by Thurman Arnold, assistant attorney-general, who 
stated as his conviction that the remedies did not go 
deeply enough. At the moment, the industry is sus- 
pended in mid-air, without any program of its own. 

Which is a long ways from Tahiti, land of enchant- 
ment, contentment and harmony. 


The De- 


There’s only one theatre in Tahiti. 





Nat'l Screen Adopts 
Trailer-Made Which 


Goes Out of Business 








. Trailer-Made, Inc., has terminated 
a business started two years ago and 
turned over to National Screen Serv- 
ice, Inc., its existing contracts for 
liquidation. E. Schwartz, president, 
declared that ‘there was not a suffi- 
cient number of theatres that favor 
our type of trailers exclusively to 
make it possible to carry on our 
business.’ 

The letter goes on to say that the 
service rentals from those who have 
| given support have been insufficient 
to make it possible to continue. Na- 
tional Screen in taking over the 
contracts will liquidate them under 
the prevailing terms and rentals to 
the end of the period specified in 
| each contract. National Screen will 
| not carry on past the expiration of 
ithe contract, but will, if continued 
| service is requested, renew on new 
| contract terms. It is pointed out 
| that terms which ended the existence 
of Trailer-Made cannot be expected 
| to be indefinitely continued by Na- 
| tional Screen. 

NSS and Trailer-Made had been 
engaged in litigation prior to this 
settlement. 

RKO, U Go NSS 


RKO is in the process of shifting 
its accessories business to National 
Screen now, and Universal is mov- 
ing over Feb. 15, following the move 
made by Paramount a couple months 
ago in signing contracts under which 








‘GONE’ DIAPER SERVICE 


Check Your Baby in Cleveland . . 
New Nursery Doing OK 








Cleveland, Feb. 6. 

Cashing in on the sellout biz of 
‘Gone with the Wind’ at Loew’s 
Stillman, two tra ned nurses have 
opened a ‘Gone Nursery’ for mothers 
who want to park their babies some 
place while seeing the four-hour 
picture. 

Rates for checking offspring are 
on hour scale, adding up to about 
$1. Free diaper and milk service 
also thrown in with it. With first 
week’s take the nurses sawed off 
all expenses covering rental, etc., of 
a private home. 


Schools Hook Up With 


Par on ‘Seventeen’ 








Paramount’s search for typical 
‘Miss Seventeen,’ in 17 key cities, got 
under way this week with the selec- 
tion of the Kansas City winner, Vir- 
ginia McGill, whose victory in a 
city-wide contest rated front page 
breaks in the Kansas City Star. 
Stunt is part of the advance exploi- 
tation now being put into operation 
for Booth Tarkington’s ‘Seventeen,’ 
co-starring Betty Field and Jackie 
Cooper. 

Winners will be the guests of the 
film company at the special press 





preview of the picture to be held in 


| Nat'l Screen Accessories will handle | Hollywood on St. Valentine’s day 


| all ad sales material in future. The 
| Par contract became effective Thurs- 
;day (1). National Screen Accessor- 


(ies is a National Screen Subsidiary. 





High-Pressure Bally 





Tacoma, Feb. 6. 


Murray Boggs, publicity man for 
Hamricks Theatres here, pulled the 
neatest exploitation stunt seen lo- 
cally for many a moon. It was all 
in connection with a short titled 
‘Drunk Driving’ (M-G). 

Boggs overnight rounded up di- 
lapitated wrecks and parked them 
at strategic downtown corners. In 
nearby store windows there were 
large traffic safety maps placed with 
pins and ribbons showing location 
of accidents during the past year. 
This deal was worked out with Pub- 


lic Safety Commissioner Holmes 
Eastwood. 
Mayor J. J. Kauffman issued a 





Traffic Safety Week proclamation 
and radio news and press gave it 
' space with editorials. Then the short 
opened two days later. 


Given ‘Drunk Driving’ | 


14), 


Intensive competition, tied in with 
local newspapers, is under way in 
the other 16 cities. In Pittsburgh 
high school girls are participating in 
the contest through the cooperation 
of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 
Dr. Ben G. Graham, and Dr. Charles 
Dickey, superintendents of schools. 

Similar campaigns are under way 
in Birmingham, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Columbus, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, 
Des Moines, Houston, Little Rock, 
Memphis, Minneapolis, Nashville, 
Omaha, and Salt Lake City. 





Contest for Am Scribes 


Ballys ‘Friday’ in Seattle 


Seattle, Feb. 6. 

Contest in co-op with Seattle Star, 
bringing out reportorial abilities, 
was the highlight of special cam- 
paign for ‘His Girl Friday’ (Col), 
current at Liberty, with Mike New- 
man up from Hollywood to handle 
the exploitation. 

Contestants who got into the win 
column were given by-line stories, 
limited to 200 words. Winner was 





a guest reporter on Star for one 
week at $50 per. 








G. M. Tieups in Det. 
Result in ‘Hunchback’ 
Outdrawing ‘Gone’ Epic 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 


In the face of the opening of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ here, rival house, 
Fox, made a slick tieup with Gen- 
eral Motors, the first time the giant 
corporation has joined up on pic- 
ture exploitation, with some amazing 
results, 


Over the weekend, showing ‘Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame’ (RKO) as a 
solo in place of its customary double 
features, and rounding out the bill 
with film of G.M.’s Futurama ex- 
hibit at the World’s Fair, the Fox 
pulled in 32,500 customers, more than 
the combined attendance at the 
smaller Wilson and United Artists, 
where ‘Gone’ was in its opening. 

The Fox crew enlisted G.M.’s p.a.s 
to see what could be worked out in 
connection with the showing of a 
10-minute picture short of the Fu- 
turama exhibit. Results came and 
plentifully. From the auto concern 
came an art exhibit for the lobby on 
‘Highways of the Future.’ Then 
along came a miniature of the famed 
big draw of the World’s Fair. From 
out on the road, Ernest Foss, ma- 
gician of science, was called back to 
appear four times daily on Fox stage 
with the same act he staged at the 
Fair. All this was gratis. 

One-sheets were put up in all G.M. 





|plants here, employing thousands of 
| workers. 


The same sheets went up 
all around the General Motors’ Build- 
ing, city’s largest and full of other 
offices. Bulletins on the short and 
‘Hunchback’ were put on all desks. 

But there was still more magnifi- 
cent gesture. For the first time a 
theatre’s name went up in the elec- 
tric sign running across the face of 
General Motors’ Building. It named 
the Fox, Foss, the short and 
‘Hunchback.’ It is estimated that the 
sign hits 300,000 peoples’ eyes in one 
week. 


Merchants’ Tie-In Plugs 
Shop Around the Corner’ 


Bridgeport, Feb. 6. 


Matt Saunders’ exploitation cam- 
paign for Metro’s ‘The Shop Around 
the Corner,’ at Loew’s Poli, was 
featured by a full-page cooperative 
ad in the Post that was a ‘natural.’ 
Contacting neighborhood merchants, 
he arranged for a display, one day 
before the opening, featuring ads of 
various dealers, including luggage, 
furniture, photographs, service sta- 
tions, carrying copy plugging ‘The 
Shop Around the Corner’ and urging 
readers to shop at these places fol- 
lowing their visit to the theatre. 











ch 


WB Realigns Its Field 
Staff of Exploiteers 
At Weekend Chi Mea { 


Chicago, Feb, 6, 





Realignment of the exploitation Ge 
department for Warner Bros. pic. | ly is 
tures highlighted the WB distriby. | offer 
tion meeting in Chicago over doins 
weekend. S. Charles Einfeld had q is th 
special publicity and advertising 7 t 
meeting with Mort Blumenstock and as 
Lee Blumberg in for the Session To 
which brought in all field exploita. ts 8 
tion men. Win 

Sam Clark, who was the WB ex. | Woo 
change p.a. in Chicago, shifts to the = the] 
Los Angeles division immediately, ¢ ‘et 
under Henry Herbel, replaced vo oi 
Fred Bartow, formerly with Metro oxte 
here. Dick Hyland of the Dallas di. | whic 
vision is shifted to Washington, re * Af 


p.a. for the Baker Hotel in Dallas. 
Jack Goldsmith of the home wall 
book department goes to the Atlanta 


placed by Bill Lewis who has oye 
territory, shifting Carmen Shipp out 








of Atlanta to the Burbank studios, he 
Otherwise, it was a general sales * that | 
meeting of Warner Bros. exchanges, § at th 
with Jack Warner, Grad Sears, Car] § & fin 
Leserman, Ben Kalmenson, Roy 

Haines, Rud Lohrenz, James Winn, Ap 
Fred Jack, Henry Herbel and Wolfe ; Sli 
Cohen heading the get-together | for i 
which brought in all branch man. | f0™? 
agers for a general going over of the | "*™ 
new product. at $3 
Sears confirmed the Frank Capra | Ch 
Robert Riskin one-picture deal by | ‘seth 
saying the first release would be{ (ist 
‘The Life and Death of John Doe’ Tou 
He read a wire from Hal Wallis de Big 
scribing the company’s production ry 
plans for the remainder o° the 1939. bc 
40 season. Ge 
Norman Moray, Vitaphone poe ‘Earl 
subjects sales manager, cited the § Robe 
growing interest in shorts as evie | for g 
denced by the big response given his | Born 
recent questionnaire. He said tat | with 
of 4,000 exhibitors questioned on! 19g 
their likes and dislikes, more than near- 
3,800 replied. Answers will be used stretc 
as the basis for formulating the | Smas 
company’s shorts sked next season, terrifi 
Pal: 

R & R Confab vCh 

Dallas, Feb. 6 ¥ ‘). 

Robb & Rowley circuit, headquar- | + yp 
tered here, held two-day convention ing 7 
last week at Little Rock, Ark. Hat-§ anulc 
old Robb and Ed Rowley, chiefs, led fast 
the Dallas delegates, including Don, ‘Flyir 
Douglas, C. V. Jones, R. E. Elkins, j $10,8( 
Dale DeJernett, G. S. Reinhardt, D.’ _ Be 
G. Bell, Ben Bedford and Mike Rice | eg 
‘Hous 

Sta 

ANYWAY, IT SHOULD GET! .3* 


A PRETTY GOOD PRESS 





Loew-Lewin producing unit at a 
United Artists Monday (5) sent out § 95 5 
a request tc the press to help find} wk), 
Gitta Alpar. Latter, it is explained, { rent! 
was the object of the affection of § lowir 
Joseph Goebbels, Nazi propaganda, Week 
chief, who came out No. 2 in a back- an 
alley battle with her husband (Gus | 4:0 
tav Froehlich, the German actor) 2° 
about six months ago amidst much} pagj 
publicity. weel 

Miss Alpar, an actress, came to at $ 


America in November and _ hasn't 

been heard of since she disem- 

barked. Loew-Lewin, through Rus- 
sell Birdwell, its p.a., claim to want 

her for a film. L-L saved the lead 

in Erich Maria Remarque’s hs 
their first picture, just for her. 

In the event Miss Alpar can’t be 
found, it was said, Loew and Lewm 
will accept another film star who | 
‘has escaped from political or relig- 








ious persecution’ and wh: thus cal! Hy 
put into the role ‘a depth of feeling ings 
arising from actual experiences that town 
no one else could duplicate.’ turn 
It is understood that I avid Loer | Th . 
and Albert Lewin are busily search- ? 
ing for ‘one of Hollywood's dramati¢ show 
stars’-—to replace Luise Rainer, wi So: 
was originally set for the part-, Came 
while Mr. Birdwell searches for te Wile 
reason why sometimes nobody WF ho, 
believe him. sale | 
show 

Pollock Lists New Films; i," 
Universal ad department has gutu 
brought out a new mid-season prod y wf 


uct announcement book for ' 
trade, highlighting the balance ©, gg) 
the company’s 1939-40 product in | Palm 
current and future release. ede - 
Under supervision of Lou Pollo¢ 
32-page book in three-color litho f 
photography graphically depicts PY? 


Ad 
1.10-; 


duction features of the 15 remain - 
pictures to be delivered this seaso?. 
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PICTURE GROSS 








Torchy $16,000, ‘69th’s’ 2d Wk. Plus 





Ohi Pix Hit Fast Clip; West-Fields 


Lamour Hot 406, Ellington Big 196 





Chicago, Feb. 6. 


. General tempo of the loop current- 
“4 ly is excellent, and houses which are 
bue | offering any sort of real film lure are 
the § doing fine business. The weak gross 
da $ i, the exception this week, with most 
ing of the houses showing strong box- 
and § office draught. ; 
‘ion Topping the town as it goes into 
ita. ts second week is ‘Gone With the 
i doubling at the Oriental and 
Woods. Ali shows are capacity, with 
‘a [ the possible exception of the second 
the afternoon show at the Oriental. This 
ely, § is due to the necessity’ of lining the 
by } customers on the street, and the line 
‘tro § extends as much as three blocks, 
di. | which scares plenty of people away. 
Tes After a smacking first session at 
een | the Chicago, ‘Fighting 69th’ holds 
} over currently and is again riding to 
ee op gross, aided in strong fashion by 
‘e3$F the personal of Dorothy Lamour. 
inta ‘My Little Chickadee’ is doing fine 
Out ¢ biz at the Palace on its world pre- 


S. miere. Notices were not too hot, but 


ales * that is not deterring trade, especially 
ges, § at the evening shows. House put on 
Yar] § & fine exploitation campaign. 

Roy Estimates for This Week 

inn, Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
olfe {| «Slightly Honorable’ (UA). Going 
ther | for just fair $4,000, battling plenty of 
‘ane competition. Last week, repeat of 
: ‘Remember Night’ (Par), ran into a 
the snag and scrammed after five days 

at ,000. 
om | deueee (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
by | ‘ath’ (WB) (2d wk) and stage show 
beg (ist wk). Dorothy Lamour was 
oe! rought in to headline on_ stage. 
de. ight take in the offing again at 
tion 40,000. Last week, same flicker, 
939 with emey ae" stage, 
"| was powerful a 400. 

Garrick (B&K (900; 35-55-65)— 
gal ‘Eart Chicago’ (M-G). On title and 
the § Robert Montgomery indicates chance 
evi. | for good $6,500. Last week, ‘Child 
1 his, Born’ (WB), finished second week 
that | with okay $4,600. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 75-$1.10- 

on | §1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Same 
than near-capacity pace, with the demand 
used F stretching five weeks in advance. 
the a eS ae following 
yn, errific $49,000 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 

7 (U) and ‘Oh, Johnny’ 
(U). =xploitation topper of the 
BF town, with world premiere of the 
‘i W. C. Fields-Mae West flicker draw- 
tion * ing plenty of space and publicity 
Hat-§ angles. Looks for bubbling $16,000. 
» led week, ‘Invisible Man’ (U) and 
! MPS Deuces’ (RKO), satisfactory 

ki ,800. 
t De Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
Rice | %)—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB). Looks 
for good enough $11,000. Last week, 


‘Housekeeper’ (UA), $8,600, fair. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
londie Baby’ (Col) and Duke EI- 

ton orch on stage. Strictly on 
he merits of the Ellington group, 
boxoffice will round up bangup $19,- 

. Last week, ‘Henry Arizona’ 
M-G) and vaude, all right $13,800: 


cer 
ESS 


: United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
se 35-65-75)—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) (2d 
find} wk). Holding to good $9,000 cur- 
ined, fently on fair reports on flicker, fol- 
n of § lowing neat $12,700 for getaway last 
anda 4 Week. 
ack- Woods (Essaness) (1,200; $1.10- 
Cruse 1.50 —Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Run- 
tor) | Ms on straight two-a-day reserved- 
sien yeat basis and doing practically ca- 
n nerd aanenen, with seats selling 

eeks in advance. Again werful 
e to at $18,000, same gross = beat week. 
asn’t _ 
sem- ‘ 

we, 

Rus- 
us-# Blue Bird’ at $1.65 
lead “A ° 
xn’) Drawing Fair $14,000 
| é ) 
t be I v4 
cm Im Det.; ‘Gone’, 2d, 676 
wh. a 
elig- : . 
cont Detroit, Feb. 6. 


Hypoed by plenty of road show- 
t 





| 


| 


{run) and ‘Son Guilty’ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week ..........$2,319,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, inctuding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year ...........$1,584,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 166 theatres) 


LA MARR-TRA 
SOCK 315,000 
IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Feb. 6. 

Favorable weather and eve of 
Lenten season are having helpful ef- 
fect in cinema center. Business by 
and large is slightly above last 
week’s, 

Top taker is ‘I Take This Woman,’ 
which is a Palace socko despite ad- 
verse adjectives heaped upon story 
by reviewers. ‘Remember the Night,’ 
at Albee, is lukewarm, and the Lyric 
has a scalper in ‘Geronimo.’ Vaud- 
film Shubert is registering all right 
with ‘Congo Maisie’ and the N. T, G. 
‘World’s Fairest’ unit. ; 

Breezing along to Cincy’s all-time 
pic record run and tug, ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ in its seventh week, is 
even-stephen with last week, which 
beat the fifth week by $1,000. En- 
gagement has been stretched from 
eight to at least 10 weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par). N.s.h. $10,000. 











Last week, ‘Shop Around’ (M-G), 
fair $10,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1-$1.50) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (7th wk). Plenty 


strong at $20,000, same take as last 
(6th week), when biz jumped in last 
half to better the fifth week’s take by 
$1,000. Ads that the run would end 
at close of eighth week had to do 
with upping trade. Rush response 
caused management to announce in 
dailies Monday (5) that public de- 
mand caused extension of engage- 
ment for full period of at least 10 
weeks. Total gross for first six 
weeks sensational $142.000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—Big 
Guy’ (U) and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep), 
split with ‘Bombs Lorton’ (Ind) and 
‘Oklahoma _ Frontier’ (U). Okay 
$2,300. Last week. ‘Fatal Hour’ 
(Mono) and ‘Llano Kid’ (Par), split 
with ‘Private Detective’ (WB) and 
‘Days Jesse James’ (Rep), around 


$2,100. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col). Moveover from 
Palace for second run. Nifty $4,800. 
Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) 
(2d run), six days, poor $3.000. . 
(1,400; 35-42 )—‘Ge- 


Lyric (RKO) 
ronimo’ (Par). Limp $3.500. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Man’ (U), fairly 


good $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—"Take 
This Woman’ (M-G). Story panned 
by all three dailies’ cricks, but b.o. 
socko $15,000. Last week, ‘Girl Fri- 
day’ (Col), swell $13,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 42-60)— 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) and N. T. G. 
‘World's Fairest’ unit. Okay $13,000. 
Last week. ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and 
‘Comedie Francaise’ unit, fair $11,500. 





(Col), came 
out all right in face of opposition 


pling er : 
that | ings and exploitation galore down- | with $4,500. 


— biz here has taken a healthy 
oew ag This week, the Adams, with 
arche§ The Blue Bird,’ 

"a show group. 

who me surprising develo ments 

art-, ame out of the opening a week ago 

r the Wilsn ne With the Wind’ at both the 

will both n and United Artists. While 
ele le ere sellouts—advance ticket 

Sate $ going into late weeks of Feb- 

hanes the downtown houses 
ms § | better grosses. The Fox, tie- 

has) Futu p with General Motors on a 

! 509 .2m™a show, soared up to $24,- 
08 F Not ith a solo of ‘Hunchback of 
the Michi Dame’ and made it a h.o. The 
e of gan went big with ‘Fighting 


+ in ped and picture was moved to 
eat for a second stanza. 
loc , 5 stimates for This Week 
litho yig@@S (Balaban) (1,700; 55-88- 
pro- 5)— Blue Bird’ (20th). Start- 


~e Slowly. | . 
ining $14.09 y. out warming up to around 
aso. | ‘Giry ® fair, Last week 


if 


| 55 )—‘Hunchback’ 


| 


| 
{ 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 
Will stay up there with good $15,- 


joined the road 000. Last week, terrific $24,500. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘Remember Night’ (Par) 
and ‘Raffles’ (UA). 
healthy $15.000. Last week, ‘69th’ 
(WB) and ‘Dr. Christian’ (RKO), big 
$19,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—'69th’ (WB) (1st wk.) 
(2d run) and ‘Death Champion’ 
(Par). Former’s lure here should 
bring it up to choice $9.000. Last 
week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Earl 
Chicago’ (M-G), combination of best 





| 
| 
} 


t 
| 
| 
! 
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MARTHA RAYE-‘MAISIE’ 
GOOD $16,000 IN PROV. 


ie Providence, Feb. 6. 

_ With Gone With the Wind’ lead- 
ing Loew’s State into its second $40,- 
000 week, Martha Raye is wowing 
them _at the RKO Albee, ‘Fighting 
69th is slaying them at the Majestic, 
and ‘Charley McCarthy’ and vaude 
are holding the fort at Pare, Happy 
days are really here again. 

Consistently heavy advance sale 
for ‘Gone’ is affording no breathing 
spell and makes it a cinch for a third 
week holdover. ‘Music in My Heart,’ 
at Strand, the only weak sister, and 
was ditched Monday (5):in favor of 
‘The Light That Failed.’ 

RKO Albee’s use of WPRO’s house 
orchestra in conjunction with Martha 
Raye’s p.a. earning spot daily radio 
plugs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) and Martha 
Raye topping stage show. Fast-step- 
ping show being equalled by peppy 
b.o. with big $16,000. Last week, 
‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘Saints Dou- 
ble Trouble’ (RKO), good $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and 
‘Gentleman Arizona’ (Mono) (2d 
run). Good $3,800. Last week, ‘Shop 
Around’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ (M-G) 
(2d run), average $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘McCarthy, Detective’ (U) and vaude. 
Heading for swell $7,800. Last week, 
‘British Intelligence’ (WB) and 
vaude, fair $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Danger on Wheels’ 
(U). Attracting plenty attention for 
nifty $12,000. Last week, ‘Invisible 
Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Gentleman Ari- 
zona’ (Mono), swell $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still headed 
for capacity, with plenty of custom- 
ers holding off for additional weeks 
and choicer seats. Terrific $40,000 in 
sight. Last week, zowie $44,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Jeepers 
Creepers’ (Rep). Opened Monday 
(5). ‘Music in My Heart’ (Col) and 
‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) caught weekend 
overflow crowd for good $4,000 in 
four-day run, but was yanked before 
anticipated drop. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par) and ‘Renegade 
Trail’ (Par), swell $8,500. 


OOTH MOPPING 
UP $17,000 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 

Some let-up in the stubborn cold 
spell here and a decided lilt in biz 
noted all around. Taxing the over- 
sized capacity of the Stanley, ‘The 
Fighting 69th’ is pointing to an ex- 
tra heavy take for the week. Also 
bullish is ‘Littke Old New York,’ 
ideally spotted for the strong day- 
time femme patronage of the New, 
located in the heart of the shopping 
area, and ‘Mexican Spitfire,’ getting 
a load of support via the vaude 
layout headed by Morton Downey, 
Vilma and Buddy Ebsen and Cobina 
Wright, Jr., at the combo Hipp. 

‘Gone With the Wind,’ in second 
week at Loew's Century, promises 
to top first week’s take, which was 
rosy enough, but a bit shy on day- 
time continuous performances. Re- 
served seats at night and Sunday 
shows already sold in advance and 
demand for third week continues 
unabated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 
1.10-1.50) ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
wk.). Continuing extra strong 
indicating socko $44,000, topping 
week’s rosy $41,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO) plus vaude headed by Mor- 
ton Downey, The Ebsens and Cobina 
Wright, Jr. Extra shows on week- 











75- 
(2d 
and 
last 


;end helping towards strong $15,000. 
| Last week, second of ‘Friday’ (Col) 


| 
| 
{ 
{ 
} 


| 
| 


Should do/! 


i 


and new vaude layout, added steady 
$11,600 to okay opening round at 
$15,400. 
Keith’s 
(Par). 


$9.000. Last week, ‘Green Hell’ (U), 
nice $9,300. 

New 
55) — ‘Little New York’ (20th). 
Ideally located here for femme fol- 
lowing and cashing in on extra 
strong daytime play for indicated 
$6,500. a good figure for limited ca- 
pacity of house. Last week, ‘Mar- 
ried Wife’ (20th), didn’t get very far 


at $3,800. 
Stanley (WB) (3.250; 15-25-35-40- 
,55)—‘69th’ (WB). Mopping up in 


| from previous week's Michigan and | 
'United Artists duals, came out all | 


* sie (30-40), | (M-G). $31 
ay (Col) (1st week, second ' 000, a repetition of first week's biz. 


right with $6,500. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2.000: 75-1.10-1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). Stays right up at its peak 
with $36,000, the same as last week. 

Wilson (2,000; 1.10-1.50)—‘Gone’ 


Also at the top with $31.- 


| 
‘ 


big style and indicating socko $17,- 
000. Got good advance exploitation 


| included screening for Rainbow Di- 
| vision annual banquet; mailings by 


Veterans of Foreign Wars and Amer- 
ican Legion; editorial support from 
Catholic Review. Last week, second 


'of ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par), held up in 
|fairish style at $7,200 after steady 


first sesh at $9,400. 


(2.205: | 


(Schanberger) (2,406; 15- | 
| 25-35-40 )—‘Geronimo’ 


(Mechanic) (1.558; 15-25-35- | 





‘Lincoln’ Fair 6446, H.0.s Friday, 





Broadway Grosses — 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week............ $380,700 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
re $308,200 
(Based on 12 theatress 


BUFF. PERKING: 
‘SHOP’ -LEWIS 
NEAT 176 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 
Aggregate pull of ace pictures and 
stage shows is lifting the grosses at 
downtown wickets to lofty levels. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ at Lakes, 
is still the champ tugger, tallying 
another tall take after a tremendous 
first semester. ‘Shop Around Cor- 
rer’ with Ted Lewis on stage, at 
Buffalo, is selling well on strength 
of strong entertainment value, while 
‘My Girl Friday,’ in second stint at 
Lafayette, continues potent. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and Ted Lewis 

















on stage. Combo should snag bet- 
ter than $17,000, good. Last week, 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and Har- 


monica Rascals on. stage, dropped 
under $12,000, offish. 

| Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 75-1.50) 
'—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Still 
{plenty lofty at probably over $35,- 
000. Last week, nine days, got ter- 
rific $49,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Slight- 
ly Honorable’ (UA) and ‘Married 
Love’ (RKO). Business moving up 
for around satisfactory $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Man Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th) 
and ‘City Chance’ (20th), droopy 
$4,500. 

Liufayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Girl Friday’ (Col) (2d wk.) and 
‘First Offenders’ (Col). Continues 
sturdy for probably over $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ and ‘Miracle 
Main Street’ (Col), got swell play 
for over $12,000, very fancy. 

20th-Century (Dipson- Basil) (3,- 
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L.A. Rains Stop, B.0.’s Pick Up; 


$200, ‘th? 18}46, Both Nice 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 

Clearing weather Sunday (4) 
helped the boxoffice and_ takes, 
which were held down first couple 
of days of the stanza, are showing 
considerable improvement. New- 
comers are faring only mildly. But 
holdovers more than make up for 
the discrepancy. 

‘His Girl Friday’ seemingly war- 
rants a third week at Pantages and 
RKO, but prior booking of ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ vrecludes this. ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ continues strong at both Car- 
thay Circle and United Artists, while 
‘Fighting 69th’ is piling up excellent 
grosses at the Warner downtown and 
Hollywood on holdover. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ was hit by 
heavy rains during first part of week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthey Cireles (Fox) (1,518; 75- 
1,00-1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). 
Continues in big money class and 
will add another excellent $21,000 
on seventh sianza. Sixth week ended 
with lucrative $20,850. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-65)—‘Take This Woman’ 
(M-G) and ‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G) 
dual. Picking up good $8,400. Last 
week, ‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and 
‘Remember’ (M-G), okay $10,700. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Philo Vance’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). Still hitting excel- 
lent pace with likely $9,500 in sight 
for second stanza. First week, big 
$15,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40- 
55)—Abe Lincoln’ (RKO). Gar- 
nered nifty $2,500 at advanced price 
preem and will hit around fair $6,- 
500 on first week. Last week, ‘Mice 
and Men’ (UA), sixth-final stanza, 
very poor $1,300 in six days. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Philo Vance’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). Will add another 
$9,000 on second week after hitting 
merry $15,000 first seven days. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 30-40- 
55)—‘Mutiny Big Hotse’ (Mono) and 
‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep), dual, and 
vaude. Two first-runs on screen and 
Jack LaRue heading stage show, 
doesn’t mean much and weak $6,- 
000 likely answer. Last week, sec- 
ond-runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) (2d wk.) and 
‘Big Guy’ (U), dual. Should add 
good $10,000 on holdover, after first 
stanza piled up very excellent $14,- 
700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Remember Night’ (Par) and stage 
show. Torrential rains gave week a 
bad start and best in sight is mild 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ 





000; 30-40)—‘Secret Four’ (Mono) 
and ‘Hollywood Parade’ unit on} 
stage. Tapering off to around $13,- | 
000. Last week, ‘Private Detective’ 
(WB) and ‘Hellzafire’ on stage, bril- | 
liant $20,000. 











Lincoln, Feb. 6. | 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is staying a} 
| second week, which will get it about | 
|half as much as the first stanza, but | 
| still a good $5,000. Film has topped | 
jany roadshow in film history here. | 
| ‘Hunchback’ and ‘Fighting 69th’ | 
are also pitching a good game, as is 
| ‘Remember the Night.’ | 
Theatre row is soon to have an- |! 
other shuttering for remodeling, the 
Stuart, third of J. H. Cooper’s string, 
{now being sized up by architects. 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
| (750; 10-15)—‘Husbands Work’ (Rep) | 
‘and ‘Pioneer Days’ ‘Mono), split | 
|with ‘Chasing Danger’ (20th) and | 
i\‘Woman Judge’ (Rep). Fair | 
|Last week, ‘Montana Skies’ (Rep) | 
|and ‘Storm Bengal’ (Rep), split with | 
\‘Two-Fisted Rangers’ (Col) and! 
| ‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB), okay 
| $900. 
Liberty 


(NTI-Noble-Federer ). 


'extra days for ‘Friday’ (Col), $2,000, 


}Okay. Got $4,000 in first week. | 
| Lineoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,503; 75- 
| 1.10-1.50)—‘Wind’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


| Fine $5,000. First week, $12,500, tey- 
Yific. | 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 
| 10-25-40)—‘Remember Night’ (Par). 
|All right, $3,400. Last week, ‘Swa- 
nee’ (20th), stayed nine days for 
| very good $4.100. 
| Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,884; 10-25- ' 
135)—Hunchback’ (RKO). Might 
{reach good _ $4,000. Last week, 
| ‘Around Shop’ (M-G), poor $2,800. 
| Warsity (NTI- Noble-Monroe) 
1 (1,100; 10-20-25)—‘Down South’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), five 
;days. Average $1,500. Last. week, 
|*‘Gent Arizona’ (Mono) and ‘No Place 
| Go’ (WB), split with ‘Everybody’s 
'Hobby’ (WB) and ‘Wolf Strikes’ | 
(Col), okay $2,100. 


Another Lincoln House | 
| Closing; ‘69th’ OK $4,000 


| member’ 


| ‘Inspector 


(Par) and vaude, ditto. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Girl Fri- 
day’ (Col) (2d wk.) and ‘Big Guy’ 
(U), dual. Hitting good pace on 
eight-day holdover and will garner 
$11,000. First week, very good $14,- 


300. 

| State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40- 
155-75) —‘Take This Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G), dual. 


Dropping into the mediocre class 
again with slim $9,000. Last week, 
‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and ‘Remem- 
ber’ (M-G), good $14,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 75- 
1.00-1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). 
Still the town’s leader with another 
big $22,000 likely. Fifth week 
brought excellent $23,500, 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and ‘Re- 
(M-G), dual. Perking up 
on moveover for likely $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Mar- 
ried Wife’ (20th), dismal $2,700. 


‘Hell’ Dual Good $17,000; 
Sullavan-Stewart Forte 


$15,000 in OK Boston 


Boston, Feb. 6. 


Satisfactory biz all over town, 


: At- | (1,000; 10-25-40 )—‘69th’ (WB). Speed-| with ‘Fighting 69th’ doing well on 
|tracting fairly good play to possible | ing to $4,000, okay. Last week, six | holdover: ‘Green Hell’ surprisingly 


good, and ‘Gone With the Wind’ en- 
tering seventh week at the Orpheum 
on the strong side. : 
‘Shop Around the Corner’ is an- 
other good entry. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
Hornleigh’ (20th) and 


‘Thoroughbreds’ (RKO), dual with 


_vaude, four days; and ‘Destry Rides” 


(U) and ‘Laugh It Off? (U) (both 2d 
run), dual, three days. Aiming at 
medium $8,500. Last week, ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th), with Dead End Kids on 
stage, at 65c top, very pleasing 
$21,500. Next ‘Show of the Month’ 
at tilted prices will be. Phil Spital- 
ny’s orch, week of Feb. 22. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Night 
Nights’ (Par). So-so $5,500 indi- 


(Continued on page 21) 
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‘Gone’s’ 3d in Philly Better Than 


PICTURE GROSSES 

















Second With Combined $72,000 Take 


> 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

Reversing the usual trend in film- 
exhibition, ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
gets stronger as it goes along. Just 
when film men thought ‘Gone’ had 
reached the saturation point with a 
$70,000 combined gross last week at 
the Earle and Boyd, the crowds be- 
gan increasing in size and more 
standees have been squeezed in, 
making this week’s take at least 


$2,000 higher. 

Another strongie is the holdover 
of ‘Fighting 69th’ at the Fox, which 
looks good for at least a third round. 
‘Invisible Man Returns,’ at the Stan- 
ton, is the only new film that’s play- 
ing in the coin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Light Failed’ (Par). Just an even 
par $12,000, but a great improve- 
ment over the brutal $8,100 for 
‘Green Hell’ (U) last week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Sixth week downtown and 
still good for neat $3,000. Last week, 
musical brought surprising $4,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; $1.14-1.71) — 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Using a 
shoe horn to pack ’em in and net- 
ting socko $31,000 for round three. 
Last week, just a shade under with 
$30,000 for the two-a-day showing. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 75-$1.14) — 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Still shoot- 
ing up to unheard of records, with 
terrific $41,000 for the third sesh. 
Last week’s take was just a shade 
under with $40,000. Both figures 
are way above any gate chalked up 
here, even with high-powered stage 
names like Cantor, Goodman, Pen- 
ner, et al. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68) — 
‘69th’ (WB) (2d wk). Snappy 
$19,700 is in the wood here for this 
war epic’s second turn. Opener last 
week snagged heavy $29,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Music Heart’ (20th). First-run 
policy being tried here to mediocre 
results. Only pallid $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Shop Around’ (M-G), nice 
$4,000 for second week of subse- 
quent-run showing. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
—Raffles’ (UA) (2d run). Not 
much better than its first run with 
fairish $4,200. Last week’s take for 
*Rat and Baby’ (WB) was par $4,600. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—'Girl Friday’ (Col) (2d wk). This 
newspaper comedy slowing up after 
smash opener, but still good for 
$12,200 after socko $22,000 last week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57) — 
‘Invisible Man’ (U). Spookie is set 
for forte $7,000. Last week, ‘Married 
Wife’ (20th), mediocre $4,500. 


‘NIGHT, $7,000, 
HAPPY IN K.C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 6, 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is staying a 
second week at the Midland at the 
$1.12 evening tiff and 75¢ matinee 
price. Schedule of three-a-day is 
drawing good evening patronage, as 
is morning show at nine. Weakest 
attendance is at the 2:30 afternoon 
showing. Word of mouth 100% fav- 
orable and results opening week 
were nothing less than terrific. Sec- 
ond week looks around $30,000. 
Newman, with ‘Remember the 
Night,’ and Esquire and Uptown day 
and dating ‘Little Old New York,’ 
are showing the only new films in 
town. Both getting nice play. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Lit- 
tle New York’ (20th). Ripe with 
star power and name strength draw- 
ing good $8,000. Last week, ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G), upset usual proced- 
ure with Metro release in these Fox 








houses. Returns slow at $4,500. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 75-1.00 
1.50, plus taxes)—‘Gone’ (M-G). 


Continues boxoffice blizzard for sec- 
ond week. Current session should 
gross around $30,000, bigger than 
any other first week of recent years. 
First week, terrific $36,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40) —‘Remember Night’ (Par). 
Around $7,000 expected, good. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and 
‘Granny Get Your Gun’ (WB) so-so 
$4,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). War picture the 
complete draw here and _ spinning 


turnstiles for good $5,500. Open- 
ing week, large $10,000. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— 


‘Days Jesse James’ (Rep) with vaude 
bill headed by Kidoodlers. Film 
title is natural for these parts, but 
not enough help. Trade light at 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Cafe Hostess’ 
(Col) with ‘Garden of Girls’ on 
stage. in same vein. 


Rooney, $7,000, Best 
In So-So Montreal 


Montreal, Feb. 6. 
‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ at Palace, 
should be best of a not very attrac- 
tive lot currently. 
Rest will be below average. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Judge Hardy Son’ (M-G). Pointing 
for good $7,000. Last week, ‘An- 
other Thin Man’ (M-G), fair $6,200. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 





‘Right Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Four 
Sons’ (RKO). Not much above 
$4,800 in sight, so-so. Last week, 
‘Tower London’ (U) and ‘Laugh 
Off’ (Emp), fair $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Gulliver’ (Par) (2d wk.). Poor 


$4,500, after good enough $7,500 last 
week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Neighbors 
Carters’ (Par). Fair $4,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) 
and ‘Dr. Christian’ (RKO), poor 
$2,500. ” 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 


‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) and 
‘Tropic Fury’ (U). Outlook for fair 
Last week, ‘Hell Below’ 


$2,500. 

(M-G), feeble $1,800. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50) ‘Trois de St. Cyr’ (2d 
wk.). Mediocre $1,500 after poor- 
ish $1,800 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34)—‘Yamile sous les Cedres’ and 
‘Le Grand Elan.’ House on down 
slant for Lent and not more than 
feeble $4,000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Louise’ and ‘Eusebe Depute,’ $4,000, 
poor, 





PAR’S IF-MONEY 


$25,000 fer Non-Fiction Seller, If 
A Story Jells 








Bellamy Partridge, author of 
‘Country Lawyer,’ has been inked by 
Paramount as technical adviser on 
the script. He left Florida for the 
Coast on Saturday (3). 

Paramount owns an option on the 
book, which has topped the non-fic- 
tion best-seller list every week since 
last October, a month after it was 
published, which is something of a 
phenomenon, Whether the option is 
exercised, however, depends on what 
kind of script can be hammered out 
of it by Stuart Walker with Bel- 
lamy’s assistance. 

Difficulty is that it has no story, 
being merely a series of cases handled 
by Bellamy’s father, It is filled with 
nostalgia-breeding small-town char- 
acters and out of them and a few of 
the cases, Walker will attempt to 
weave a yarn. Par will pay $25,000 
for the screen rights if it decides to 
buy. 


Henie P.A. Hurts 
Her Film in Pitt: 
Mediocre $4,700 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 

Biz is holding up surprisingly well 
in face of the blow of the big wind 
at the Warner. ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ is doing practically as much 
as it can, with second week likely to 
top first by few hundred due to bet- 
ter ticket handling for mats. Else- 
where, things aren’t as bad as ex- 
pected in view of the coin-squeeze 
‘Gone’ is exerting. 

‘Shop Around Corner,’ at Stanley, 
is doing fair enough with little stage 











‘SHOP’ - VAUDE 
WASH. NIFTY 
AT $22,500 


Washington, Feb. 6. 


Total take this stanza will be swell 
and all spots bid to show a neat 
profit. Latter is made possible by 
fact that ‘Gone with the Wind’ needs 
only three capacities to roll up hefty 
figure, and ‘Fighting 69th’ is hold- 
over and thus easily satisfied. 

‘Gone’ will get more on second 
week than on first, thanks to cam- 
paign counteracting S.R.O. psychol- 
ogy at mats. Smart yarn put out by 
house explained that long lines twice 
a day at b.o. were deceptive, since 
it merely meant that everybody was 
arriving at the same time, a new 
twist in film going, and that no one 
has failed to find a seat yet. Eve- 
nings are sold out in advance a week 
ahead. 


‘Fighting 69th’ holdover was un- 
expected and caught Earle with a 
new stage show booked, which it had 
to run. Last five days of ‘Lincoln’ 
last week at Keith’s took hefty spurt 
following announcement of yanking. 
New Pic tossed in practically cold, 
‘Invisible Man Returns,’ caught on 
surprisingly, however, and both crix 
and word of mouth is upping it 
daily, 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew) (3,434: 25-35-40-66) 
—Shop Around’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Sullavan, Stewart and nice notices, 
plus elaborate Barn Dance revue, 
bringing big $22,500. Last week, 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and vaude, nice 
$19,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)— 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) (2d run). 
Back on mainstem after light week 
at Palace and will see big $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) (2d 
run), solid $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) (2d wk.) and 
vaude. Pic held over with new stage 
show topped by Red Skelton will get 
profitable $12,500. Last week, same 
pic and vaude, swell $20,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘In- 
visible Man’ (U). Tossed in when 





but building toward surprisingly 
strong $9,000 for six days. Last 
week, ‘Lincoln’ (RKO), spurted af- 
ter yanking was announced to good 
$7,500 for five days. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Music 
Heart’ (Col). Opens today (Tues- 
day). Last week, ‘British Intelli- 
gence’ (WB), took brutal panning 
from all) critics but got solid $5.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 75-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Sec- 
ond stanza beating first with wallop- 
ing $38,500. 








‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) folded early, | 


support, although there’s some mar- 
quee pull in Andy Devine’s name. 
Fulton seems to have plucked off a 
fair twin-bill winner in ‘Night of 
Nights’ and ‘Oh, Johnny.’ Penn will 
at least get out from under with 
‘Raffles,’ which. drew gently favor- 
able notices, and Senator got away 
to a surprise start with English 
propaganda picture, ‘Lion Has 
Wings.’ , 

‘Everything Happens at Night’ is 
'off at Alvin and believed to have 
been hurt by Sonja Henie’s simul- 
taneous in-person engagement at the 
Duquesne Gardens. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Everything Happens’ (20th), Instead 
of boosting picture, as expected, 
Sonja Henie’s p.a. at Gardens with 
her own ice show obviously hurt. 
Particularly since notices pointed 
out that she did practically no ice 
stuff at all on screen. Holding over 
|day beyond full week to get house | 
back on regular Thursday opening, | 





around $3,800 in six days. 


—Night Nights’ (Par) and ‘Oh, 
Johnny’ (U). Latter has been an/| 
unexpected click all over territory | 
|and repeating at first-run spot. 
Should push up above $4,000, plenty | 
good. Last week, ‘Invisible Man’ | 
(U), held over for three days in} 
second week to around $1,200 after | 
$4,400 session. ~ | 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | 
50)—‘Raffles’ (UA). Just managing | 
to hold its own. Pac@€d for around | 
$11,000, but may do even bit beyond | 
that. Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ 
(Par), settled for just short of | 
| $13,000, good. | 
| Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)-—‘Mexican | 
| Spitfire’ (RKO) and ‘Philo Vance’ | 

(WB). Small-seater, which has 
| taken over Warner policy for dura- 
| tion of ‘Gone’ run, getting a feel of 
| what that house goes through with 
| an indifferent twinner. Sinking fast 
jand getting practically nothing at 
all, maybe $1,800, if that. Last week, 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) on move over 
from Penn, great $4,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Lion Wings’ (UA). British propa- 
ganda film getting some unexpected 
attention here and will do all right 
for itself at $2,600, or better. Last 
week, reissues of two '39 bests, ‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col), 
|very good $2,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) —' 
‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and Andy De- | 
vine on stage. Not much help from | 
| Stage, but picture drew raves and! 
'will be almost wholly responsible | 
for pretty good $19.000. Last week, 
Rat and_Baby’ (WB) and Johnnie 
(Scat) Davis, Three Stooges and 
Cliff Edwards, first-rate $22,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Smash hit should better opening 
stanza. Mat ticket sale a bit clumsy 
at getaway, but that’s been since | 
corrected, with two afternoon per- | 
formances playing to virtual capacity 
jand reserved seats at night going 
;clean with amazing _ consistency. 














Last week, light mats | Should approach $30,000 currently, | 
on first few days, but hefty $37,000; | as against $29,000 at tee-off, } 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) | 


RR 
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‘Gone’ Wows Mpls. for $35,000: 





ed 


Cagney-O Brien-Brent Nifty $11.00) 


‘GONE’ OK $32,500, BUT 


B’KLYN MATS ARE OFF\™» 





Brooklyn, Feb. 6. 

‘Gone With the Wind,’ at Loew’s 
Metropolitan, is doing socko biz 
nightly, but having difficulty filling 
seats for weekday mat performances. 
Management figures keeping pic at 
least two weeks. 

Meanwhile night overflow biz is 
benefiting other downtown deluxers, 


with Fabian Paramount getting 
lion’s share by showing ‘Light That 
Failed’ and ‘Private Detective’ for 
second week. RKO Albee will come 
through with fair gross for ‘Swanee 
River’ and ‘Mexican Spitfire.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) —‘Swanee 
River’ (20th) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d wk.) and 
March of Time, fair $14,500. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Invisible 
Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Williams’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). Okay $13,500. Last 
week, swell $21,000. 

Met (3,618; 75-$1.10) — ‘Gone’ 
(M-G). . Opened Thursday (1) amid 
fanfare, kleig lights, brass bands and 
military uniforms. Sellout for night 
shows, weak matinees. First rate 
$32,500 expected for opening stanza. 
Last week (25-35-50), ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), sat- 
isfactory $18,500. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)— 
‘Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Private De- 
tective’ (WB) (2d wk.). Good $16,- 
000. Last week, fine $20,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40) — ‘Fatal 
Hour’ (Mono) and ‘Missing Evidence’ 
(U). Fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Five 
Steps’ (Indie) and ‘Llano Kid’ (Par), 
dull $4,500. 


SHOP,” 314,000, 
PROFITABLE 
IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ is still blow- 
ing as hot as simoon, with nightly 
sellouts in advance, indicating the 
Stillman’s SRO sign will be busy 
until Feb. 20. Matinees also hitting 
near capacity biz so consistently that 
second chapter will come within two 
notches of first week's figure, which 
was $30,000. House so far is leading 








with eight days hardly likely to ac-/| all other Loew’s stands in Ohio play- 


count for more than $4,700, way off.| ing the epic. 
Last week, ‘Married Wife’ (20th), Despite ‘Gone’ and warmer 
also in _ doghouse, getting only| weather, ‘Shop Around the Corner’ 


is spurting high at State. Palace is 
climbing out of hole, too, with 
‘Brother Kat and Baby,’ backed by 
Johnnie (Scat) Davis’ band. ‘Fight- 
ing 69th’, at Hipp, is giving both 
some stiff competish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘South Border’ (Rep) and ‘Oh, 
Johnny’ (U). Hefty $3,000 for full 
frame. Last week, ‘Wolf New York’ 
(Rep) and ‘Escape Paradise’ (RKO), 
okay $900 for three days. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col). Very nice, $4,500 
for a moveover. Last week, ‘Child 
Born’ (WB), fair $3,500. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Fighting 69th’ (WB). Very smart 
at $14,000. Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ 
(Col), $12,500, good. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Brother Rat Baby’ (WB), plus 
Johnny (Scat) Davis’ orch and Bev- 
erly Roberts in vaude. Lots of ap- 
peal and power packed into bill. 
Good $13,000. -Last week, ‘Green 
Hell’ (U) with Ray Bolger and 
Johnny Downs on stage, fairish 
$11,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Shop Around’ (MG). Town is 
James Stewart-minded, and No. 
notices almost guaranteeing fine 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA), 
very weak $8,500. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 75-$1- 
$1.50—‘Gone’ (M-G). Certain for at 
least four more socker stanzas. Full 
of steam currently for about $28,000. 
Last week terrific $30,000, with only 
one off matinee. 





Still in the Dark 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Resumption of work on Republic’s 
‘Dark Command,’ slated for Feb. 1, 
has been delayed two weeks more 
because Claire Trevor is recuperat- 
ing more slowly than expected. 

Shooting stopped six weeks ago 
when actress went to the hospital. 


The delay cost about $250,000, par- | 


| 


tially covered by insurance. 








Minneapolis, F 

It’s a veritable box-officg 

currently for ‘Gone With the Wing? 
e epic is grabbing up almost all 

of the loose shekels in sight, but not 

quite everything. 


There seems to be quite a few 
overs for ‘The Fighting 69th,’ 4 
Between the two of them, however 
they’ve a virtual monopoly on avail! 
able biz. The fact that other box. 
office contenders are relatively in. 
consequential may also have some. 
thing to do with their poor pickings, 

Town became ‘Gone’ con 
with a bang. Seven Orpheum res 
reserved seat showings were a sell. 
out at $1.10 per ducat some days be- 
fore the opening—last Friday (2), 
The 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. sessions 
also have been packing 'em in. Re. 
served seats for the third week went 
on sale briskly Tuesday (6). Noth. 
ing like the public interest in this 
attraction ever has been known in 
local entertainment annals before, 
All existing records, of course, will 
be shattered in attendance and gross. 

Highly acclaimed, ‘69,’ at State, is 
attracting the bulk of those who 
have been unable to obtain admis. 
sion yet to ‘Gone.’ It's doing right 
well for itself and will move over to 
the Century for another canto after 
its initial seven days. 

Stage shows still are conspicuously 
absent, with only Maurice Evans’ 
‘Hamlet,’ at the Lyceum, on deck. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Legion Lawless’ (RKO) and ‘Escape 
to Paradise’ (RKO), dual first-runs 
split with ‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) an 
‘City Chance’ (20th), also dual first- 


runs. Fair $1,500 indicated. Last 
week, ‘British Intelligence’ (WB) 
and ‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G), dual 
first-runs, $1,700, good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 


35-40)—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA), Lack 
of names and bad notices hurting 
this one plenty. Will be lucky to 
reach light $3,500. Last week, 
‘Hardy and Son’ (M-G), $5,500, good, 
after fine $8,500 first week at State, 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40) 
—Mlle. Ma Mere’ (French). Sold as 
a ‘risque’ French farce for adults 
only, with Danielle Darrieux sold, 
However, panned by critics and for- 
eign language a detriment. Mild 
$800 indicated. Last week, ‘Four 
Just Men’ (Mono), $900, fair. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Dr. X’ (WB). Off to a slow start 
and not likely to speed up much, 
‘Good $3,500 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Turps’ (M-G), $2,400, light. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 75- 
$1.10)—'Gone’ (M-G). Smash 
smashes. Three shows a day and 


close to capacity all the time. Lines 
start forming at 7 a.m. for initial 
daily showing three and half hours 
later. Set for three weeks here, but 
breaking records right and left and 
may have engagement extended, 
Soaring to huge $35,000. Last week, 
‘Destry’ (U), $7,100, good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—69th’ (WB). Lots of nice things 
being said for this one and it's get- 
ting most of the ‘Gone’ turnaway. 
Cast lineup an asset. Big $11,000 in 
prospect, Last week, ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G), $5,800, light. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Gulliver’ (Par). First nabe show- 
ing. Mild $1,800 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), split 
bmg ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th), $2,000, 
air. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Destry’ (U). Moved here from 
Orpheum for extension of loop first- 
run. En route to pretty good $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) (3d 
wk.), $1,200, okay. 


CHILD’, $5,500, 
N.G. IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Feb. 6. 
Most theatre grosses are swinging 
into the red column here, with sub- 
zero temp and heavy snows not help- 

ing a bit. : 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ getting 
$16,500 in second stanza at Par- 
amount, looks’ doubtful for third. 


Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-900; 10-25)—‘T hin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Daytime Wife 
(20th), dual, split with ‘Fast Furious 
(M-G) and ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th), 
dual. So-so $1,500. Last week, 
‘Yours’ (UA), ‘Amazing Williams 
(Col) and ‘South Border’ (Rep) 
triple, split with ‘Twenties’ (WB) 
and ‘Busy Work’ (20th), dual, $1,500, 
mediocre. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250; 10- 











| 


| 


| 25-35-40)—‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and 


‘Spitfire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Okay 


$4,000, after first -week 
Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 


‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘Intelligences 
(Continued on page 21) 
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Yankee Companies Switch Tactics, 


See No Need to Distrib Spanish Pix 





Hullabaloo of 18 months ago, that 
U. S. picture companies needed 
Spanish-language films as part of 
their lineup to. go into Latin- 
America, has died down to a 
whisper. Cuba was one of the first 
to react unfavorably to Spanish- 
language pix, its temporary interest 
in native-tongue productions being 
supplanted by, demands for Holly- 
wood product, according to word re- 
ceived in New York. Popularity of 
native product has diminished in 
other Latin-American nations also. 

Attitude of vet U. S. distributors 
acquainted with the Central-South 
American market has long been that 
it is bad business to include Spanish- 
language films in their lineups since 
they're considered to be unprofitable. 
Their reasoning has been that U. S. 
distribs should concentrate in sell- 
ing their Hollywood product since 
their greatest investment is tied up 
in such pictures. 

Most of American majors has ad- 
hered to this policy, and apparently 
the failure of native-language prod- 
uct to stand up to Latin-American 
exhibitor standards is substantiating 
their practice. At any rate they see 
no reason for deviating from the old 
axiom that they are in business 
primarily to sell American films. 

Mexico is attempting to safeguard 
its native producers by the law 
which provisionally requires every 
exhibitor to show Spanish-language 
pictures. But this regulation is not 
making many exhibitors happy, ac- 
cording to reports from Mexico City, 
because there is not sufficiently 
strong Spanish-language product to 
hold up the boxoffice. 


U.S. NIXES FILM 
RECIPROCITY 
IN BRAZIL 





Proposed new censorship decree in 
Brazil is being studied by the Hays 
office and foreign managers of Amer- 
ican major companies to ascertain 
its effect on distribution by U. S. 
companies there. Biggest catch in 
the censor proposal as viewed by for- 
eign executives is the requirements 
on newsreels and travel shorts. 

Regulation planned by Brazil gov- 
ernment would force American dis- 
tributors to import Brazilian native 
Pictures on a basis of 10% of the 
total footage exported to that coun- 
try. Thus a major shipping 100,000 
feet of newsreel and travelog films 
= Brazil in a year would be forced 
rhea 10,000 feet of Brazilian 
shorts and news for distribution out- 
side Brazil. 
oan * ge of the contemplated 
distribe ip setup is resented by U. S. 
thes = who have studied the plan 
ron the Several distributors con- 
naan at it makes American com- 
fod Ae serve as advertising agents 
ti acm for the privilege of dis- 
thins ing newsreels and travelogs 


“Many U.S. Hits in Japan 


Tokyo, Jan. 15. 
the amount of foreign 
Orted last year was small 
the import control, there 





Although 
Pictures imp 
because of 
Was 


: The following U. S. pix were tops: | 


Gone (UA), ‘In Old Chicago’ . 
‘Can’ re Hot to Handle’ (M-G), 
Catetr. ake It With You’ (Col), 
Ware’ ee ' (RKO), ‘Professor Be- 
‘Mare (Par), ‘Buccaneer’ (Par), 
Bight, Polo’ (UA), ‘Bluebeard’s 

h_ Wite’ (Par), ‘That Certain 


In Latin America as Aid to Business 





ITALIANS SUPPORT FINNS 


Relief Fund Concert in Rome Backed 
By Aristocracy 








Rome, Jan. 23. 

A suggestion of Italian public 
opinion generally on the interna- 
tional scene is the recent Finnish 
relief funds concert sponsored by 
high-ranking citizens and members 
of the aristocracy here at Rome’s 
leading hotel, the Grand. 

First patron of the concert was 
the wife of Finnish minister to Rome, 
Jarnefelt. The gross is reported to 
have been high. 


Canada Jittery 
Over an Expected 
Upped Amus. Tax 


Toronto, Feb. 6. 

While Premier Hepburn has not 
yet announced that there will be a 
wartime levy on amusements, Par- 
liamentary leak that such a measure 
is immediately contemplated has the 
lads in all branches of the amuse- 
ment field jittery and seeking solu- 
tions before the governmental prob- 
lem has even been propounded. 


General opinion is that a war tax 
is inevitable in this conflict as in the 
last, the expected tariff on amuse- 
ments already having been preceded 
by additional levies on foods, tex- 
tiles, etc. The old amusement tax 
was worked on a graduated scale of 
5c. for seats under 50c. and scaled 
to 40c. for seats at $3 or over. 


Threatened imposition has the pic- 
ture people and the legit crowd al- 
ready divided into opposite camps, 
with the sports bodies somewhere in 
the middle. The film spokesmen 
suggest that low and moderately 
scaled houses be exempt from addi- 
tional taxation and that increased 
governmental revenues be gained by 
taxing the higher-priced admissions. 

This has the legit and concert hall 
managers up in arms on the assump- 
tion that, even though a customer 
pays $3 for a seat—and this because 
it is often impossible for him to buy 
a cheaper seat—he makes a substan- 
tial sacrifice in digging down for the 
high priced seat and the added tax 
of 40c. might determine whether or 
not he wants to see the attraction. 

Meanwhile, the sports bodies— 
hockey, fights, wrestling, etc.—flatly 
oppose any tax uppance, whether in 
low or high-priced admissions. 











Sues N. Y. Distrib in 14G 








| 


hits comparatively a large number of | 


Deal on Mexican Picture 
Mexico City, Feb. 6. 

Empire Holding Co. of New York 

has been made defendant in a com- 


that Empire has failed to consum- 


in the U. S. of his film, ‘Enemigos’ 
(‘Enemies’). 

He asserts that the company paid 
him $8,000 on account a year ago, 
but no more coin has been forth- 
coming. 


GRAHAM AT HIS NEW POST 
Mexico City, Feb. 6. 
Robert L. Graham. recently named 
assistant to A. L. Pratchett, Para- 
mount general manager for Mexico, 
Cuba and Central America, took up 
his new duties here last week. 


Formerly he was assistant man- 


| ager for Par in Panama. 


v 


| FYPEETE n VOIN Shares of Rental Coin Withdrawal 
From England Cause Wrangling Of 
Cos. as They Await Britain’s Okay 





NO FOREIGN PIX BLACKOUT 








A FALE ALARM 


Heavy Backlog of French 
Films, Plus Resumption of 
British Production, Allow 
for Enough Pictures to 
Last American Distribs 12 
Months 





TRADITION’S BACKSEAT 


Wherein His Majesty’s Theatre, Lon- 
don, Undergoes a Change 








London, Jan. 23. 
Tom Arnold and Harry Foster, 


DESPITE THE WAR Majesty’s, London, twice nightly, 


have designed it for wartime amuse- 
ment, and, as such, it succeeds ad- 


presenting ‘Funny Side Up’ at His | 


What some months ago had been 
expected to result in a dearth of for- 
eign product in the U. S. has not de- 
veloped despite the European war 
and its temporary shutdown on all 
French and British producing. The 


mirably. However, it hurls a mis-| 


sile at the tradition of the house. 
Sir Herbert Beerbohm_ Tree’s 
painting as King John, in the lobby 
there for 44 years, is covered with 
a picture of Stanley Lupino, show’s 


, Great Britain this week is expect- 
| ed to rule on the percentage arrange- 
ments made in past weeks by seven 
| American majors whereby $17,500,- 
| 000 annually is to be divided among 
| them for withdrawal to the U. S. for 
| the year starting last October. This 
'is half of what is figured as the av- 
| erage money removed annually over 
‘the last three years after distributing 
/expenses had been deducted. 

Metro, United Artists, 20th-Fox, 
Paramount, Warner Bros., RKO, Co- 
lumbia each were told what amount 
they were to receive last week, sub- 
ject to approval, of course, by the 
| British government. Every company 


i the British Navy, but risk their lives 


plaint to local police by Dr. Hector , Paris Court Increases 
t 


Manjarrez de la Torre, pic producer, | 
mate its $14,000 deal for distribution | 


| Court of appeals 


| Both were convicted last year. 


heavy backlog of pictures made in 
France, not released yet in this coun- 
try, is held largely accountable for 
this situation, along with England’s 
resumption of production. 

American distributors of foreign 
films have enough product set to 
carry them through at least 12 
months. Many distribs estimate that 
already finished films or those about 
to be completed are sufficient for 
two years. 

Indication of how the backlog of | 
French product accumulates was, 
illustrated when it was announced 
that ‘Human Beast,’ which E. I. Lo- 
pert is distributing in the U. S., has 
been booked for the 55th Street 
Cinema, N. Y. It was produced 
nearly two years ago. 

Another instance of the delay in 
getting French screen vehicles out 
for distribution in this country is 
‘The Patriot, Harry Baur starrer 
which World Pictures is handling.| mount features planned for early 
It was produced early last year. | production in Great Britain, accord- 

‘The Stars Look Down’ is an ex-| ingly will have Hollywood players 
ample of delay in getting strong in-/| in leading roles. These to be aug- 
dependent British productions set for | mented by British actors. The four 
American distribution. It was fin-| features each will be budgeted at 
ished last summer, and just now is| $500,000 or more, getting into the 
being readied for American distri-| double or triple quota classification. 
bution. ‘Admirable Crichton,’ ‘Life of Bar- 

Lull in British production, which! ney Barnato, Diamond King,’ ‘What 
followed its declaration of war last | Ho’ and ‘Knights of the Round Table’ 
fall and continugd for about three; are being considered for this top 
months, has been rectified by main-! bracket allocations. 
taining the nation’s quota law. While’ Par tried making high-class fea- 
much of the slack on quality pro- tures without any name people (al- 


star. And the powder-wigged 
flunkeys who lent atmosphere have 
been replaced by girls in white 
tights. 


U.S. Names To 
Punctuate Par's 


British Prods. 


Convinced that no feature made 
in England means much at the 
American boxoffice unless the pro- 
duction has players known to U.S. 

















can films, British exhibitors ad-|land) and quickly learned the re- 
mittedly will demand a considerable action to them in this country. Glar- 
amount of program films indepen- ing example was ‘This Man Is News,’ 
dently produced. Bulk of this other | rated okay from an entertainment 
production will be handled by for-| viewpoint, but proving rather dis- 

‘mal as a boxoffice attraction in U.S. 


eign-language distributors in the 
U. S. ‘ simply because lacking familiar peo- 
| ple. 


BRITISH RUSHING WAR ‘Charis Laughton pose: ag 
NO. 2 YARN TO SCREEN 


| made films for Paramount release in 

this country insured substantial b.o. 
Forthcoming release of ‘Sidewalks 
| 

| First colorful story of the current 

war, not yet completed, has already | 

!been purchased for filming by an 











of London,’ due at the Paramount 
after ‘Geronimo,’ is the latest Laugh- 
ton expected to win attention largely 
because of his name, although hav- 


'English company It is by Leo ing the added help of Vivien Leigh 
| Walmsley, author of ‘Love in the!” the cast. Bia 
| Sun,’ recently published in this Besides these four pictures, Par 


will do two others in England, but 
considering them presently only for 
distribution in Great Britain and 
portions of the dominion market. 


;country by Doubleday. 

Book on which Walmsley is work- | 
ing is a story of the English fisher- | 
men, who are not actual members of 


Hummel Returning To 


in their trawlers clearing shipping 
lanes of mines. 





Natan Sentence to 5 Yrs. J. S. Hummel, Warners foreign 
Paris. Feb. 6 chief, has cut short his Latin-Ameri- 

“ ive can trip and will return to the U. S. 
here - increased 


, : shortly. Originally he planned an 
the sentence against Nathaniel Tan- 


extensive tour of Central America, 
nenzapf, alias Bernard Natan, from put decided to call off some stops 
four to five years for the swindle 


ms ue because Peter Colli, WB supervisor 
against French Pathe Cinema Co. for Central America, recently was 
The three-year jail term of Jean 


over this territory. 
Cerf was confirmed. Colli joined Hummel Monday (5) 


in Panama and will accompany him 
to Havana. 

Ben Miggins, continental European 
manager for 20th-Fox, is due in New 
York from Paris this week for home- 





NEW SHANGHAI CINEMA 


} js i 
Shanghai, Jan. 17. 


Latest addition to Shanghai's en-’ office huddles and a brief vacation 
tertainment field is Far Eastern in the U.S. Miggins originally plan- 
Theatres’ Roxy. ned to be in N. Y. for the year-end 

It’s built on site of Embassy, holidays but was prevented by press 


| Shanghai’s first cinema. , of business. 


film patrons, four of the six Para- | 


duction will be taken up by Ameri- | though the stars were known in Eng- | 


US. Miggins Also Due 


| foreign 


_had submitted figures showing what 
| it regarded it was entitled to. After 
‘this, final figures were reached, fol- 
| lowing considerable huddling by for- 
/eign chiefs of U. S. firms. Even 
| then, it is reported, all were not sat- 
isfied when their percentages were 
handed them last week by the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors Assn, in N. Y. The Hays office 
| has refused to give out the exact 
figures until the British okay them. 
| Percentage of the $17,500,000 given 
| each company has been the subject 
| Of considerable discussion in N. Y. 
|Metro, Warner Bros. and Paramount 
are understood to have been allotted 
highest percentages, with Metro be- 
| ing tops. 

| UA is to get a cut of the allotted 
|sum, although for a time it was re- 
| ported that none had been allowed 
it because of the numerous twists of 
its producer setups, especially relat- 
ing to Alexander Korda, who made 
| films in Great Britain for release 
there and also in this country. Dur- 
|ing Haysian parleys it was brought 
out that Korda secured financing for 
many of these pictures partially in 
|this country and that his share in 
UA’s slice should be proportionately 
; smaller than other producers for the 
| Same company. 

Universal did not figure in the 
confabs on percentage arrangements, 
having a separate deal with the Brit- 
| ish government because of its differ- 
ent setup in England from that of 
other U. S. majors. 

There is every indication that 
| wrangling over the percentages will 
|continue for weeks because there is 
;evident dissatisfaction being ex- 
| pressed by some majors. . 


OLD AMERICAN FILMS 
GRAB BIZ IN SPAIN 


U. S. major film companies report 
themselves doing comparatively ex- 
cellent business in Spain with the 
Franco regime’s reconstruction pro- 
gram. The amazing part about it is 

| that a majority of their pictures are 
several years old. 

Few shipments of new product are 
going into Spain and no rental coin 
is being allowed out of the country. 
Strong business, however, is raying 
their overhead and adding to the 
money which is piling up in the 
banks over there. 

Despite the war in the Far East, 
20ih-Fox claims it broke all pre- 
vious records for revenue in 1939 in 
both Japan and China. 

The Japan division, headed by Ar- 
thur G. Doyle, finished first in the 

department's 52-week sales 
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France Names Torres 


Paris, Jan. 23. 

Henry Torres, one of France's 
best known lawyers, has been named 
to head the cinema division of the 
French Bureau of Information, va- 
cated two months ago by Comman- 

‘der. Yves Chataigneux, now ‘some- 
where in France.’ 

It was reported that Chataigneux 
quit in disgust because he failed to 
et any collaboration from_ the 
higher military authorities and be- 
cause of the criticism from those in 

, the trade, 
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VARIETY Wednesday, February, 7, 1949 


THREE GREAT STARS: 


surpassing all previous performances in the top dramatic sen- 
sation of the season...in the amazing story of one girl’s heroic #4 
sacrifice and another’s dramatic redemption in the tight- i 
walled world of “women in white.” Never before such realism 
on the screen...never before sucha startling, sucha revealing 
story of a woman fighting otis and nail for love. , 
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wm JULIEN MITCHELL - ROBAC 


Produced and Directed by theho 
PANDRO S. BERMAN In Charfdu 
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their wives do!” 
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/0TE - BRENDA FORBES - PETER CUSHING 
7? made ‘Gunga Din GEORGE STEVENS 


7tuction - Screen Play by Fred Guiol * P. J. Wolfson * Rowland Leigh 
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FILM REVIEWS 
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Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


Warner Bros. release of Wolfgang Rein- 
hardt production, Stars Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Directed by William  Dieterle. 
Original screenplay by John Huston, Heinz 
Herald and Norman Burnside; from idea 
by Norman Burnside; dialog director, lrv- 
ing Rapper; camera, James Wong Howe; 





editor, Warren Low; asst. director, Jack 
Sullivan. Previewed at WB Hollywood, 
Feb. 1, °40. Running time, 103 MINS. 

Ir. Paul Ehrlich...... Edward G. Robinson 
Bore. WrticM...cccccccsccsesccs Ruth Gordon 
Dr. Emil von Behring......... Otto Kruger 
Minister Althoff.........0-0--- Donald Crisp 
Franziska Speyer....... Maria Ouspenskaya 
Professor Hartmann........Montagu Love 
Dr. Hans Wolfert.......eeeeees Sig Rumann 
Mittlemeyer.......ccccccevess Donald Meek | 
Be, TEs c vice ect coeconeesans Henry O'Neill 
Dr. Robert Koch........ Albert Basserman 
Dr. Morgenroth.......-+--e% Edward Norris 
BUPRD s 6.05500 ceteseccdonse Harry Davenport 
Dr. Brockdorf.....cecccsccsece Louis Calhern 
Dr. HUnsO.....ccccccccecs Louis Jean Heyat 
Sensenbrenner....ceeeeeeeee Charles Halton 
PRSCROR, 6 oo dec vceccccescccseons Irving Bacon 
Speidler. ..cccccsccvsessecsses Douglas Wood 
Dor, MPBUS cc cscccescsestees Theodor von Eltz 


Miss Marquardt 





Here is a splendid production, in 
which much care and attention to 


detail has gone in the making.  His- . 


torical biography is based on the life 
of Dr. Paul Ehrlich, famed bacteri- 
ologist, whose most noteworthy con- 
tribution to medical science was the 
search for, and eventual discovery 
of, 606, which proved to be a posi- 
tive cure for syphilis. 

The social disease, discussion of 
which has been tabooed for years in 
the best circles, is intelligently han- 


dled for effective presentation of its | 


disastrous effects on humans prior to 
Ehrlich’s discovery. Despite its 
straightforward presentation of the 


scourge of syphilis during Dr. Ehr-| 
lich’s research for a cure, there is) 
nothing offensive in either action or | 


dialog. It’s a straight clinical dis- 
cussion and presentation, naturally 
confined in appeal to adult audi- 


ences, but a most effective preach- | 


ment to youngsters in their late 
teens and of college age. ; 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ will 
catch attention of critics and class 
audiences for excellence of produc- 
tion factors from all angles. Script, 
which necessitates care in combining | 
the events of Dr. Ehrlich’s career 


moulded screen biography. 
Dieterle has directed with skill and 
understanding craftsmanship, letting 
the highlights of Ehrlich’s life pro- 
vide their own drama. Combination 
of outstanding script and direction 
generates an absorbing interest in 
the noted scientist’s trials and tri- 
umphs in his continual research for 
the benefit of mankind. 

Edward G. Robinson’s portrayal of 
the famed Dr. Ehrlich is one of the 
most distinguished performances in 
the star’s lengthy screen career. 
tracing the scientist’s accomplish- 
ments, story traces through:a span of 
about 35 years. Robinson makes the 
gradual transition down the years in 
great style. 

Biography of Ehrlich, with its in- 
quisitiveness for medical and chemi- 
cal research, his reverses, triumphs 
and attacks from colleagues, is remi- 
niscent of that of Louis Pasteur. It 
is a coincidence that lives and ex- 

eriences of the two were historical- 

y similar, although pursuing their 
scientific investigations more than 
half a century apart. 

Ehrlich is introduced as a young 
doctor in the Kaiser Wilhelm hos- 
pital, Berlin. He neglects medical 


duties to dabble in the laboratory, | 


where he is attempting to find a dye 
with an affinity for the tubercular 
germ, to make the latter distinguish- 
able under a microscope. 
finally dismissed, and works at home 


to discover the necessary dye to dis-| wash all crew overboard. 
germs. 


tinguish the tuberculosis 


| biz. 


with scientific fact, is an excellently | in the family houses, where it will 


William | 


In | 


He is | miniatures. 





cal and scientific achievements of 
noted bacteriologists, and a most 
‘worthy successor in every respect to 
‘Louis Pasteur,’ which Warners pro- 
duced so intelligently a few years 
ago. 


‘ 
} 
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Swiss Family Robinson 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


RKO release of Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker production, 
chell, Edna Best, Freddie Bartholomew, 
Terry Kilburn, Tim Holt, Baby Bobby 
Quillan. Directed by Edward Ludwig. 
Sereenplay by Walter Ferris, Gene Towne 
nnd Graham Baker; from novel by Johann 
David Wyss; camera, Nicholas Musuraca; 
| special effects, Vernon L. Walker; editor, 
George Crone; asst. director, Sam Ruman. 


Previewed at RKO Hillstreet, Jan. 30, "40. 
| Running time, 92 MINS. 

| William Robinson......+- Thomas Mitchell 
Flizabeth Robinson,..........5++ Edna Best 
| Jack Robinson......0+ Freddie Bartholomew 
| Ernest Robinson. .....ee+ee-+ Terry Kilburn 
Frits Robinson. .rcccccccccccccers Tim Holt 
| Francis Robinson...... Baby Bobby Quillan 
TOTEM. .cccrcccesccoseosesees Christian Rub 
| RAMBCY. .ccccccccccccccccecccers John Wray 
Captain... .cccccvcsseceee Herbert Rawlinson 





The writing team of Gene Towne 
and Graham Baker has been con- 
sistently successful around Holly- 
wood for the past decade. Last year, 
RKO signed the duo to a producing 


contract, and they immediately tab- 
bed their unit ‘The Play’s the Thing 


Productions, Inc.,’ publicly declaring | 


that the story—rather than _ star 
names—would form the basis for the 
pictures they intended to make. 
‘Swiss Family Robinson’ is the first 
‘by Towne-Baker, 

_ Just how both major and quickie 
producers down through the years 
overlooked utilization of the Johann 
| David Wyss classic for picture pur- 
poses, is a mystery, although there 
is dim recollection of a former ver- 
sion back in the three-reel days. The 
| Towne-Baker teeoff selection is ‘a 
good adventure yarn off the beaten 
track that makes for a strong pro- 
| gram attraction. Without benefit of 
' marquee strength in the cast setup, 
| picture will require strong exploita- 


{tion and tieups that are easily ap- 


parent, to carry it through the key 
runs as bill topper for profitable 
Picture will show its strength 


catch attention of the juvenile trade 
| particularly. 

Picturization of the Wyss tale of a 
family shipwrecked on a South Sea 
|island, with the father driving his 
| socially-inclined wife and three in- 
|dolent sons to accept the new con- 
ditions of living, has been given fine 
production background. Adventures 
on the virgin island are unfolded 
with close fidelity to the original 
book, little additional material being 
added. 
| Opening in London introduces 
| Thomas itchell, prosperous mer- 
chant, who announces to his assem- 
bled family that they are to 
embark on a voyage to the new land 
of Australia. Taking passage on a 
sailing ship, latter hits a tropical 
| storm and founders, only the Robin- 
| son family surviving. Group sal- 
vages much of the material, provi- 
sions and domestic animals aboard 
to set up improvised quarters on the 
|island. From that point, it’s straight 
| narrative of the trials and tribula- 
itions of the family to exist, with 
| gradual regeneration of the wife and 
sons to eventual development where, 

when a rescue ship does finally ar- 
| rive, the Robinson family decides to 
remain in the island paradise. 
| Two tropical storm sequences pre- 
| sented are excellent examples of the 
| best in process photography and 
First hits the ship at 
| sea, with culminating tidal wave to 
Second 
|devastates the home of the Swiss 











Contracting the disease, he goes to| family on the island, and is accom- 
Egypt for a year to recuperate, and! panied by electrical pyrotechnics 
then discovers the theory of building | that levels the huge trees around the 


up immunity to a poison. Returning | improvised home. are | 
to Berlin, he plunges into research | long in their footage, and judicious 


Both are too 


on a treatment of syphilis, but pauses | cutting would help and tighten the 


long enough to cooperate with Dr. | sequences, although there is plenty | 


Emil Von Behring (Otto Kruger) in| of dramatic punch in each. 


concocting a serum for diphtheria, | 
With his | 
a bacteriologist estab- | 


which stops an epidemic. 
success as 
lished, Ehrlich again plunges 


sidy and a large staff of assistants. 


Picture has several slow 


ing the island episodes. 


little baby Bobby Quillan and the 
| native animals of the isle. Edward 


Years pass before Ehrlich discov- | Ludwig provides competent direction 


ers 606, when the Medical Society | throughout, 


working from a good 


asks that he give it to the public im-} script that accentuates the adven- 


mediately. Among the large num- 
ber of patients treated, 
which brings attacks against the 
scientist, a libel suit against one at- 
tacker, and vindication for Ehrlich. 

Picture makes no pretense of in- 
jecting synthetic dramatics to add to 
the exact biography of Ehrlich. It’s 
a straight narrative of his life and 
research for mankind, and as such is 
dramatic in itself without necessity 
of added priming. 

Supporting cast has been carefully 
selected, both for exact types and 
capable performers. Ruth Gordon is 


a most sympathetic and understand- | 


ing wife of a scientist absorbed in 
his work; Kruger is excellent as Ehr- 
lich’s close friend and _ colleague; 
Donald Crisp is the health minister, 
and Albert Basserman is the noted 
scientist, Dr. Koch, who takes Ehr- 
lich on his staff in the early part. 
Basserman, well-known German ac- 
tor, gets his first American role here. 
Others prominent include Maria Ous- 
penskaya, Montagu Love, Sig Ru- 
mann, Donald Meek, Henry O'Neill, 
Edward Norris and Louis Calhern. 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ is the 


some die, | 





| ture theme of the original without 
— of too much added mate- 
rial, 

| Thomas Mitchell provides a vigor- 
| Ous portrayal as the head of Swiss 
| Family Robinson, who dominates his 
| tribe and plots their futures. Edna 
| Best is neatly cast as the aristocratic 
| wife who finally adjusts herself to 
| living under primitive conditions, al- 
though her hair-do, while on the 
island, seems always too perfect. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Terry Kilburn 
and Tim Holt are excellent as the 
| three sons. 

Episode in which Kilburn is bit- 
ten by a deadly spider, and goes 
through a crisis which brings him to 
point of death, could easily be 
eliminated. Fadeout of the sequence, 
| after his head drops on the pillow, 
and the mother is crying, provides 
Mitchell with a dialog line that ‘he 
will pull through.’ But setup leaves 
one confused as to whether the 
youngster has died, or that he ac- 
tually has passed the crisis. 

Picture has been provided with 
excellent production background. 
The early marine scenes and storm | 





| 
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| 
| 
| 





Features Thomas Mit- | 
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| 
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Miniature Reviews 


—_—— 


‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ 
(WB). Excellence of production 
will draw critical and class audi- 
ence attention; also OK b.o. 

‘Swiss Family Robinson’ 
(RKO) Without names, needs 
exploitation for keys topper, but 
cinch for family houses 

‘Broadway Melody of 1940’ 
(M-G). Super-lavish musical; 
good but not smash biz in reg- 
ular runs. 

‘Little Old New York’ (20th). 
Given A-production but a B- 
grosser at best. 

‘Vigil in the Night’ (RKO). 
Class drama of fair b.o. worth. 
Carole Lombard will have to do 
the drawing. 

‘Pioneer Days’ (Mono). Jack 
Randall, not at his best, turns in 
a run-of-mill galloper. 

‘Married and in Love’ (RKO). 
Inconsequential programer for 
lower half of duals. 


‘The Invisible Killer’ (PDC). 
Weak, indie dualer. 
‘Parele Fixer’ (Par). Crime 


picture about kidnappers. Filler 
for secondary duals. 
‘The Spider’ (GFD). British 
murder yarn okay for the duals. 
‘Pieges’ (French). Maurice 
Chevalier meller, of doubtful b.o. 
pull outside of France. 

Shenae ee 
island carries colorful background of 
what is expected of an island para- 
dise. Photography by Nicholas Mu- 
suraca is uniformly good, while pro- 
cess photography under direction of 
Vernon L. Walker is excellent. 








Broadway Melody of 1940 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Jack 
Cummings production, Stars Fred Astaire 
and Eleanor Powell; features George Mur- 








spots 
when it goes straight narrative dur- 
These are 
into | compensated, however, by some ele- 
research on the social disease, in his | mental comedy touches injected with | 
own institute, with government sub- 


phy, Frank Morgan, Ian Hunter, Florence 
Rice, Lynne Garver. Directed by Norman 
Taurog. Screenplay by Leon Gordon and 
George Oppenheimer; original by Jack Mc- 
Gowan and Dore Schary; songs, Cole Por- 
ter; musical direction, Alfred Newman; 
dances, Bobby Connolly; camera, Oliver T. 





Marsh and Joseph Kuttenberg; editor, 
Blanche Sewell. Previewed at Grauman’s 
Chinese, Feb. 2, ‘40. Running time, 102 
MINS, 
Perr Fred Astaire 
Caee TONNER 6. 6. ccccececes Eleanor Powell 
DERE (NT. bensnces a cemoede George Murphy 
Pe CE bc coc cetcwenokon Frank Morgan 
Bert C. Matthews......cce e»---lan Hunter 
Amy Blake..........cecceee-Florence Rice 
Emmy Lou Lee.....ccccccsces I.ynne Carver 
REBAR ees reed ee ye Ann Morriss 
SUBRIO’. 06 00b:asrccecceosees Trixie Firschke 
Masked Singer....cccocecs Douglas McPhail 
Long on its display of corking 


dance routines and numbers by Fred 
Astaire, Eleanor Powell and George 
Murphy, mounted against elaborate 
production backgrounds, ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1940’ will do good biz on 
its title and marquee values. Pic- 
ture will slide through as moderately 
satisfying entertainment, but lacks 
ingredients to carry it to smash hit 
class. The Astaire-Powell-Murphy 
trio forecasts plenty of dancing 
which becomes apparent as the pic- 
ture unfolds. There’s an overload 
of hoofing and not sufficient support- 
ing entertainment to carry it over 
the high hurdles. 

The story ‘is a typical backstage 
yarn of obvious texture. Astaire and 
Murphy are an ambitious team of 
hoofers working in a dance hall 
for coffee and cakes. Mistake in 
names shoots Murphy instead of As- 











taire into the lead of a Broadway 
|musical opposite the star, Eleanor 
| Powell. Murphy hits the bottle for 
; the opening night, Astaire taking his 
| place to protect his former partner. 
| The rest is obvious. 

This is the first teaming of Astaire 
and Miss Powell in a filmusical. The 
result is as to be expected, both pre- 
| senting several new and applause- 
| generating numbers to provide plen- 
| ty of entertainment for the ad- 

herents of the dance. But the num- 
| bers are too many and too extended 
{for general purposes. 


| fc This is par- 
| ticularly true of the finale, a super- 
lavish production background in 
{which Astaire and Miss Powell 


| dance tap and whirl for six min- 
|utes. It’s not sufficient to maintain 
interest for that length of time. 
| Murphy gains attention with a top 
|performance as the hoofer-partner 
of Astaire. Latter is adequate in the 
role of the dance expert who goes 
to town when he starts stepping out 
with his new routines. Miss Powell 
is an eyeful in her dances, and okay 
for the story sequences. Frank Mor- 
gan provides plenty of laughs in 
characterization of the musical show 
producer, while Ian Hunter is his 
partner who really stages the shows. 

Two specialty routines catch at- 
tention. Trixie Firschke does a com- 
}edy ball-juggling act outside the 
manager's office in capable style, 
while an uncredited singer grabs 
laughs with her tryout number 
which might be termed a Beatrice 
Lillie imitation, with trick costume 
mannerisms and song scales. 

The Cole Porter songs will get no 
more than passing attention. It’s a 
rather poor score in toto. Tivoff on 








the tune situation is utilization of 
‘Begin the Beguine’ for the final 


'dance number. 


Norman Taurog directed, and pro- 


‘test of biographies based on medi- are realistic, while period on the! vides some interest in the threadline 
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story structure, despite the lightness 
of his material. Bobby Connolly 
does a fine job of dance direction, 
while cameramen Oliver Marsh and 
Joseph Ruttenberg take full advan- 
tage of the many huge sets to de- 
liver a topnotch job of photography. 
Excellence of the sound quality is 
noteworthy. 


Little Old New York 


relense of Raymond 

roduction. Features Alice Faye, 
oor icneiooves. Richard Greene, Brenda 
Joyce, Andy Devine, Henry Stephenson, 
Fritz Feld. Directed by Henry King. 
Screenplay by Harry Tugend, from = story 
by John Balderston; based on play by Rida 
Johnson Young; editor, Barbara McLean; 








20th Century-Fox 


mera, Leon Shamroy, At Roxy, N. Y., 
week Feb. 2, 40. Running time, 99 MINS, 
TAR CTIOE ooccc cccceteoeracesés ed Alice Faye 
Charles Brownne......+++- Fred MacMurray 
Robert Fulton......cceseees Richard Greene 
Harriet-Livingston.......-.++ Brenda Joyce 
‘Comm eng wpa 6. 60'060%5.0 Ee ee 


Robert R. Livingsten....Henry Stephenson 
Tavern Keeper.......--eeeeeeees Fritz Feld 
er TER a ae 

Willie Stout 
Nicholas Roosevelt 


Robert Middlemass 


sereee 





John Jacob Astor.......6--eeee% Roger Imhof 
Washington Irvinx...... Theodore von Eltz 
Sea Captain.......-cceee4 Arthur Aylesworth 
Mrs. Brevoori Virginia Brissac 
Patrol Captain Stanley Andrews 
Perr rer irk Ben Carter 
BIBOUIO. occ ccccccsccccocnse 0, G, Hendrian 
Helmaman........sseesceeseers Harry Tyler 
A rere ee Victor Kilian 
I Ss cok ca nneaeanne ee'seeal Paul Sutton 
BN. 65 s4ssc0ceaseroseurhens Tyler Brooke 
Ticket Taker; ;...csvescosee Herbert Ashley 
RRs ccs 6 he'eslce tees 6 8ESCRENED Jody Gilbert 
HHOPACO. co ccc cccescccccces Herbert Heywood 





Cosmopolitan, back in 1923, starred 
Marion Davies in a film of this same 
title. In that story, the invention of 
the steamboat by Robert Fulton was 
just an incident; in 20th-Fox’s re- 
make ‘Fulton’s Folly’ is the entire 
plot, but dressed with non-factual 
foibles and exceptionally poor act- 
ing to make it palatable only to 
hardened film-goers. Its b.o. chances 
are moderate at best; its word-of- 
mouth will not be complimentary. 

It’s difficult to reconcile this edi- 
tion of ‘Little Old N. Y.’ with the 
fact that ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ a master- 
piece of straight story-telling, act- 
ing and direction, came from the 
same studio at about the same time. 
‘Grapes’ is advanced, 1940 cellulodia; 
‘New York’ is old-fashioned, corny, 
poorly \-ritten and not too well di- 
rected. The budgets could not have 
been very wide apart, which makes 
comparisons between the two pro- 


ductions of Americana all the tougher 


on ‘New York.’ 

This film’s only saving grace is 
the marquee dressing with such 
mames as Alice Faye, Fred Mac- 
Murray, Richard Greene, Brenda 
Joyce, Henry Stephenson, Andy De- 
vine and Fritz Feld. On paper it’s 
an excellent cast, but on the screen 
the story is entirely different. The 
Misses Faye and Joyce plus Greene 
are possibly seen at their worst. All 
three sound as though they’re merely 
following a dramatic coach; there’s 
no light and shade and they make 
poor dialog sound poorer than it 
really is. MacMurray, Stephenson, 
Devine and Fritz Feld, latter only 
having one scene, do as well as pos- 
sible with second-rate material. 

Henry King’s direction is paced 
very slowly. but this may also per- 
haps be attributed to Harry Tug- 
end’s sprawling screenplay. On the 
production end, however, the film 
got and shows expensive attention. 

Yarn concerns the hardships of 
Richard Greene, playing Robert 
Fulton, in getting financing and 
finally construction of his steamboat, 
the Clermont. He also finds it a 
hardship to straighten out the mis- 
understanding of Alice Faye, who 
plays Patricia O’Day, that he’s in 
love with her and not Brenda Joyce, 
the niece of his backer, Henry 
Stephenson. In the end, MacMurray, 
Greene’s ship-builder, gets Miss Faye 
and Greene gets Miss Joyce, and the 
Clermont is successfully launched. 

In between there are some mixups 
Letween Greene and MacMurray with 
villain Ward Bond, who also owns 
a ship-building works and doesn’t 
like the steamboat idea. While it’s 
not in the textbooks, Robert Fulton 
must have been a bang-up scrapper, 
for this production shows him giving 
Regan a terrific dusting-off at their 
first meeting. Later Regan succeeds 
in having the Clermont burned be- 
fore it’s completed; there’s a struggle 
by Fulton’s crowd to get additional 
financing, Miss Faye kites barrels of 
rum to obtain coin, and Miss Joyce 
turns on barrels of charm to also 
help. The low spots in Greene’s per- 
formance is when the Clermont is 
set on fire by Regan’s mob—the 
juvenile displaying a fine falsetto in 
calling for the men to man the 
bucket brigade. 

Why the film is called ‘Little Old 
New York’ is something of a myst- 
ery. The only flash of the city as 
it was in 1807 is on the waterfront, 
and it could just as well have been 
Hoboken. But there’s no mystery in 
the fact that Miss Faye is terribly 
miscast and hurt by a performance 
such as this; that Greene can stand 
a lot more dramatic coaching and 
certainly more attention so far as his 
diction is concerned, and that Miss 
Joyce should perhaps forget some of 
her elocution lessons. It’s too no- 
ticeable that Andy Devine has much 
to do, but gets too little comedy out 
of his role as a ferryboat owner, 
while the best acting job in the film 
is colored Ben Carter's performance 





as a bartender in Miss Faye’s inn. 
Scho. 





a | 


VIGIL IN THE NIGHT 


Hollywood, Feb. 6, 

RKO release of George Stevens prodnen 
tion, Stars Carole Lombard, Brian Aherne 
and Anne Shirley; features Julien Mitcne)) 
Robert Coote, Brenda Forbes and | eter 
Cushing. Directed by George Stevens 
Screenplay by Fred Guiol, P. J. Wolfson 
and Rowland Leigh from novel by A, Jj 
Cronin; camera, Robert de Grasse: editor, 
Henry Berman. Previewed at Filmarte 
Feb. 5, '40. Running time, 93 MINS, Z 


PE cr cckcercirnneeun Carole Lombard 
Oy: Corcccvere Brian Aberne 
Lucy Le@.....+.- seve ercccceses Anne Shirley 
Matthew Bowley............ Julien Mitchel} 
BO. Sh 00000000066008800088 Rubert Conte 
NOP. ccccoces obs 66000900608 Brenda Forbes 
Glennie...... 0666000000000065"00 Rita Page 
Joe SHand...ccccccscrccesess Peter Cushing 
Matron Bast. ccocccccce eeeeee ‘Ethel Griffies 
BN 55:00:60 6.000:0:6066 +04 Doris Lloyd 
Biater GUS. .cccccccceesecs Emily Fitzroy 





Impressive on the production side, 
‘Vigil in the Night’ is too sombre 
and depressing in dramatic content 
for general audiences. It's strictly 
limited in appeal for class patronage, 
although the starring trio of Carole 
Lombard, Brian Aherne and Anne 
Shirley will catch customers for 
nominal biz in keys. 

Adapted from Dr. A. J. Cronin’s 
novel, the picture closely follows the 
latter. It’s a rather extended nar- 
rative of nurses’ devotion to duty 
and sacrifices, full of factual inci- 
dents, but failing to accentuate the 
dramatic punches of the story which 
are necessary for picture form. Un- 
folding at a slow pace, picture just 
rolis along with minor key motiva- 
tion of the dramatic content. Even 
the. climax, in which Miss Shirley 
works heroically to save the life of 
a child victim of cerebral diptheria 
—which carries basic fundamentals 
for great dramatic strength—does 
not measure up to its potentialities 
here. 

Miss Lombard’s role is unusual—a 
straight dramatic part as a nurse 


who concentrates on her work and. 


career, Played too soberly without 
lightness in one spot, she is a 
straight, driving character who 


pushes along, despite crises and ob- 
stacles. Aherne is the brilliant young 
doctor who first admires Miss 
Lombard’s efficiency and gradually 
falls in love with her. Miss Shirley 
is Lombard’s younger sister, whose 
heart is not in nursing, but she car- 
ries on for older sister’s benefit. She 
is excellent in a difficult role. Julien 
Mitchell, Brenda Forbes, Rita Page 
and Ethel Griffies are best of the 
—— 

tory is an adventure of two types 
of nurses, as displayed by the sis- 
ters, working in English hospitals. 
Miss Lombard finishes traihing, when 
her sister under her wing neglects a 
child patient, causing death. Pro- 
tecting Ann Shirley for the latter to 
finish her training course, Miss Lom- 
bard assumes the blame and is dis- 
missed. In another city she gets on 
the nursing staff of a _ large, but 
poorly equipped hospital. There she 
goes through endless routines, culmi- 
nating in resisting amorous advances 
of board chairman Mitchell, turn- 
down resulting in dismissal. But 
she returns shortly with her sister 
for volunteer duty in an isolation 
ward during an epidemic outbreak. 
The girls and Aherne work valiantly, 
until Miss Shirley saves the young 
son of the board chairman with 
mouth-to-mouth respiration, thereby 
contracting the disease, which proves 
fatal. Thus Lombard and Aherne 
are drawn together for an unamor- 
ous ending. 

Script is heavy and stolid, and di- 
rection lacks buildup of essential 
punches in dramatic scenes. Pic- 
ture carries top mounting in all de- 
partments with photography above 
par. 

_ ‘Vigil in Night’ is a class produc- 
tion, and despite draw values of 
Miss Lombard, as the topper, will 
present selling problems to exhibi- 


‘tors for more than nominal biz. 


PIONEER DAYS 


Monogram production and release. Siare 
Jack Randall; features June © Wilkine, 
| Frank Yaconelll, Nelson McDowell. Tie 
rected by Harry S. Webb. Story, Forrest 


Sheldon; screenplay, Bennett («‘echen; 
era, Edward A, Kull; editor, 


came 
Robert Golde 


en, At Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., dual. 
Running time, 50 MINS. 
EPBTGI co. 06 00. 0:66- 6606.00 0006 00 00 Jack Randall 
APY .ccccccccccccsccccccccceed June Wilkins 
PIORUEl cccssrescccescveess Frank Yaconelli 
JUGREO. wecccccceeseecssesesNelson McDowell 
NS © 605400 46.5.0603006000K oR Ted Adams 
POMPEI 5 64:0:66.04.05 00.54.00:5-00 084 Bud Osborne 
RIE. 640400604 66600045068 Robert Walker 
Roper  9004.0060660006000008 George Chesebro 
Sheriff..... 653 0054400560000 5 40 Glen Strange 
RUNNTIN 665304 0.099600 6.0400 004 James Aubrey 
EES h 5065 09:6:0645 0004656040000 Lafe McKee 
a eee Cevcees Richard Cramer 


Run-of-mill western action is pro- 
vided by ‘Pioneer Days,’ a script job 
that never gets going very well, and 
although only 50 minutes in the run- 
ning, it drags to give feeling that 
it’s much longer. As compared to 
the remainder of the Jack Randal! 
Mono series, it’s exceedingly light. 

Forrest Sheldon story and Ben- 
nett Cohen scenario puppet Ran- 
dall and his two comedy cohorts, 
Frank Yaconelli and Nelson Mc- 
Dowell, into a western area terror- 
ized by banditry, and into which 
comes June Wilkins, who inherited 
half a saloon from a dead uncle. 
The uncle’s partner tries to pull & 
whizzer, which puts him under sus- 
picion of the trio, whose reputation 
is none too savory either. After co!- 
siderable jockeying of forces, 4 

(Continued on page 16) 
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PIONEER DAYS 


over the countryside, the Randall 

threesome cops the outlaw play. 
Jack Randall continues to be a kid 

fave, even though he continues pic 


after pic, to get stepchild story 
treatment. Guy looks good, handles 
himself smcothly, and doesn’t in- 


dulge in tent rep dramatics as some 
of the brone quickie topliners do. 
Miss Wilkins is a neat decorator for 
the feminine share of the story, and 
the comedy two, Yaconelli and Mc- 
Dowell, are all right. 

Ted Adams, the wrongside guy as 
usual, takes it in stride, and like- 
wise Glen Strange as the law, and 


Richard Cramer, a bartender whose | 


cards refuse to do tricks for him at 
the right time. 


‘Pioneer Days’ will do average 
western biz. and cause no b.o. excite- 
ment. Barn. 


Married and in Love 


RKO release of 
Features Alan 
Patric Knowles, 
by John Farrow 
S. K. Lauren; musi 


Ro vert Sisk production. 
Marshal, Barbara Read, 
Helen Vinson. Directed 
Ntory and sereenplay by 
+, Arthur Lange; editor, 
Harry Marker; camera, J. Roy Hunt. At 
Palace, N.Y., week Feh, 1, ‘40, on dual 
bill. Running time; 59 MINS, 


\lan Marsha! 





NE NN 6 id Chea aces okie Barbara Read 
eee Sette. cescecieesuat Patric Knowles 
Doris Wilding... Helen Vinson 
BRIMIORAINO. 56 cc rcceeeceseneesse Hattie Noel 
Man in Dar...cccccccscccceves Frank Faylen 
NE CS hte ae aa kea deo Caro] Hughes 





This programer about a problem 
play is apt to turn out a problem for 
the exhibitor. Inconsequential film 
will need plenty of support from the 
No. 1 feature. | 

Aside from the acting and direc- ' 
tional flaws, the picture is burdened | 
by slipshod production, poor camera | 
work and faulty lighting. Familiar | 
plot concerns the old love returning 
to blight a happy marriage. Six 
flashbacks are incorporated into the 


action, each one successively slow- |lacking on the directing side. 


ing up the meagre developments. 
Barbara Read, as the wife who 
gives all to make her _ husband- 
medico succeed, contributes the most 
vigorous performance. She’s gradu- 
ated successfully to grownup roles, 
and appears on her way despite a 
jerky mannerism in. early episodes. 
Alan Marshal, cast as the doctor, 
never quite overcomes the endless 
dialog and inane situations. Helen 
Vinson, as Mrs. Wilding, married to 
a rich young man (Patric Knowles), 
is represented as the wife (married 
for some 10 years) who can’t forget 
her former love, the medico. An 
unsympathetic role, she struggles not 
too effectually with the banal word- 
age and plot development. Knowles’ 
performance is circumspect, oOver- 
shadowing Marshal. Aiding this 
quartet is a brief comedy scene con- 
tributed by Frank Faylen and Carol 
Hughes. Wear. 


The Invisible Killer 


Producers 
and release. 


Distributing Corp. production 
Directed by Sherman Scott. 


Story, Carter Wayne; adaptation, Joseph - j H ie 
O'Donnell; editor, Holbrook N, Todd; pho- ad efforts in making picture 
tography. Jack Greenhalgh. At Central, | te. P 
. Y., dual, week Feb, 1, "40. Running | Using a show business agency as 
time, 61 MINS, cover for his thievery, Cecil Parker, 
Mae ol oe Cie wesniceuue Grace Bradley | The Spider. kills his partner (Frank | 
ND ARETE LOTTE OR CT ee Roland Drew | Cellier) w ¢ 
RN ecb 6o ee siececs be 6 te0nbees William Newell ! © anf hen latter stumbles on 
BEMMICT . coceccoccoecescsoccees ees Alex Callam | criminal background. Murder is 
_ UR Orne: Frank Coletti| Staged on train also carrying 
Viefty....crcecccccscenerees ‘Sydney Grayler | agency's star client, Jean Gillie. 
na a SCoecseeccccccrcece Glen Wilencheck Girl 1s witness to murder but get- 
EIN. 2 cuca bo0 8 6.60 be Ree Boyd Irwin | ti . : , 
Ne lg latch | ting rid of her is bungled. As result 


++. Jeanne Kelly 


A suspenseful plot ably carried out, | 


though the dialog isn’t so hot, goes a 


long way in saving ‘Invisible Killer’ | 


from the graveyard. 


Continued from page I) 
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PAROLE FIXER 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Paramount release of Edward ‘T. Lowe 


| production, Directed by Robert  Mlorey 


| Screenplay by William Lipman and Hor- 
nee MeCoy: bosed on J. Edgar Hoover's 
ibook, ‘Persons in Hiding’; eamera, George 


Barnes; editor, liarvey Johnston; I've 
Viewed in Projection Room, Jan, 31, "40. 
Running time, 57 3 s. 

seott Britton 

Enid Casserly 


Virginia Dale 


Beeve MAGRON....cccocecvecece Robert Paige 
Collette Menthe.......... Gertrude Michael 
Bruce Haton.........cces- Richard Denning 
Ph See... send ceeeeeeges Faye Helm 


' Francis ‘Big Boy’ Bradmore. Anthony Quinn 
Bartley Hanford 





Mrs. Thornton Casserly...Marjorie Gateson 
| ere eT ore Charlotte Wynters 
WE WATE coc ccvcoorvesesece Lyle Talbot 
jAUNt Lindy... cece ee eeeee Louise Boavers 


This is the latest of series based on 
factual episodes of J. Edgar Hoover's 
book on crime. In this instance, the 
parole racket. with political 
to release habitual criminals, and re- 
,sultant return to crime of the pa- 
'rolees, is displayed with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and its mem- 
bers prominent in clearing things up. 
|‘Parole Fixer’ was turned out as a 
,supporting entry for the duals, and 
| will get by in that classification. 
‘Its story structure is typically cops- 
|and-robbers, with several opporiuni- 
| ties to display routines and workings 
of the FBI along scientific lines. 


Story introduces a crooked lawyer | 


| who succeeds in getting paroles for 
| habitual criminals through control 
|of the board chairman. Mouthpiece 
|takes hefty cut of loot, but stumbles 


Ww Nis Henry } 


! 
Harvey Stephens 


fixing | 


| Chevalier can be seen in the flesh 
daily at the local Casino. Despite 

a trio of French marquee names, its 
success abroad depends wholly on 
Chevalier’s b.o. power. Direction is 
sketchy, story choppy and obvious 
once the finger of suspicion is 
pointed toward Chevalier. Photog- 
raphy is ordinary and pic-over-long 
—115 minutes—but a bit of judicious 
snivping should speed it up. 

The pic takes as its topic the prob- 
lem of young girls who annually 
vanish by the thousands from Paris. 
An old plot. Solution is just as 
, hreadworn. 

Marie Dea, spotty and self-con- 
scious, needs seasoning, being rela- 
, tively new to the screen. Eric von 
‘Stroheim makes a brief appearance 
as one who, unbalanced by an affair 
with some dame, invites them home 


constrained as a sexual maniac who 
bumps off his girl friends. Andre Bru- 
not is excellent as the police com- 
missioner, while Temerson, in his 
most important role to date, isn’t 
convincing as the dick who keeps his 
paternal eye on Miss Dea. Chevalier 
is himself, and when he sings, smiles, 
and struts is at his best. He pre- 
sents two new song hits, one of 
which, ‘He Cries,’ is drawing them 
in nightly at the Casino, where he's 
appearing in the revue, ‘Paris-Lon- 
don.’ Ravo. 


Skeleton on Horseback 
(CZECHOSLOVAKIAN-MADE) 


Carl Laemmle release’ of Moldavia pro- 
duction, Directed by Hugo Haas, Baeed 
on Karel Capek’s play, ‘The White Dis- 
ease.’ edited and titled in Mnelish by Fan- 
nie Hurst, At Belmont, N. Y¥., week Feb, 3, 
"40. Running time, 80 MINS, 








{ i NNN 5 5 506-54 we aD Fk Hlugo Haas 
|into trouble with the FBI operators | Prof. xigelius..... ......... Vedrich Karen 
when he maneuvers a snatch of a/ faron Krok.........sesees. Vaclav Vydra 
| wealthy girl, Yarn is straight narra- | starshal's Dausiiter. ccc... _ Karla Olivave 
; tive of insight into operations of the | The Marvhal............ » Zdanek Stepanek 
|Government agency, with minor | Dr. Martin. ......+ssee+++- Jaroslav Prucha 
| dramatic trimmings of regulation to Se at Perrrry oC rontions, See 
Seimei n Mother..... ee ar lelena Frydlova 
. ? : ‘ : | ‘The MOM. 0000 0ceeees eooeess Viteszslav Bocek 

Robert Florey’s direction provides | ‘The Daughter. .............. Eva Svobodova 

a stiff motivation that fails to ob- Bg en ER ales eae 05 ee aoe 
‘ “ ° ; SSS ESLETIL. we eee eeeeas ae nir smera 
tain the benefits of the script PIO- | xecond Assistant.........Mirosliv Svoboda 
vided. His attempts to obtain com- | Propaganda Minister.......... Karel Dostal 
edy reaction for lightening of the | piret Kenunionar.-..00..... ode Rae eer 
r . » BRAT. ccccccccccecs udoli Jey 
piece are unsuccessful, and ObViOUS | second Kommissar. 2... Karel Jicinsky 


staging of the picture as a whole is 
Cast 
| does as well as possible under this 
handicap. 


THE SPIDER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Jan. 23. 


General Film Distributors’ release of Ad- 
miral Film-Victor M. Greene production. 
Features Diana Churchill, Jean Gillie, Der- 
rick de Marnev. Directed bv Maurice 
Flvey. Story, Henrv Holt: 
M. Grene, Kenneth Horne. 
dance director, Buddy Rradleyv; camera, 
Ernest Palmer. At Cambridge, London, 
Running time: 81 MINS, 


dialog, Victor 
Reginald Long; 





Gilbert Silver........... Derrick de Marnev 
ES «saves 64S 066s 08 Diana Churchill 
Clare Marley......ccccccesss.. Jean Gillie 
Lawrence Bruce..... Seeedbeeen Cecil Parker 
Julian Iamav.......ccee opeces Frank Cellier 
George Hackett....cccccccees:: Allen Jeayes 
Insnector Horridge............Edward Lexy 
BR cis: c5000s bk Sekebeetie scene Terre 
SA eee eee eee Jack Tambert 
Baths Manager......cccccccd Anthony Holles 
MS Koo 0 0 nhs enna eeke wed Moira Lynd 

Stereotyped murder yarn. With 


audience in on the kill early in the 
pic, rest of footage tries to show 
what mugs the Scotland Yard fel- 
lows are. Merit goes to bit charac- 





,of attack her memory goes; she has 
to be shunted back home to familiar 
| surroundings for its restoration. This 
gives Parker another try at her mur- 
| der on the return journey, but he’s 
foiled by detective (Derrick de Mar- 


the average for independents, the! ney) and wife assistant. 

principal drawbacks are obvious! Picture carries a roster of names 
economies in production, plain set-' w.k. in English legit. vet some of 
tings, stilted performances on the these plavers are rarely “natural. 


part of most of the cast, and pho- 


tography that leaves a bit to be de- 
sired. It’s a No. 2 dualer, 

More powerful dialog by Joseph 
O'Donnell, who adapted, would have 
been invaluable to the story’s plot, 
which not only seems to move along 


in a sprightly fashion, but embraces | 
a series of situations that hold the) 


interest. Toward the end there is a 
little lag, but it’s not serious. 

The story concerns a_ gambling 
syndicate and murders which are in- 
geniously carried out by _ poison 
fumes which are released in tele- 
phone receivers when a victim goes 
to hake a call. Hense the title, ‘In- 
visible Killer.’ That tag may help a 
bit at the b.o. 

A girl reporter, 


played rather well by Grace Brad- 
ley, around whom a fairly effective 
romance is built up. A cop, Roland 
Drew, is on the other end. He’s not 
a matinee-idol type and his perform- 
ance does not attract particular at- 
tention. 

One of the laughs of the picture is 
the lead story the girl writes on a 


murder, No respectable’ editor 
would ever let it get through, as 
written. 


Minor characters mostly are in the 
racketeer groove and not especially | 
effective. Char. 


a 
seemingly a step | 
ahead of the police at all times, is | 


Against their stagey style of playing. 
Diana Churchill's class handling of 
her role shows well her film ex- 
perience, and lack of it in featured 
associates. Jean Gillie impresses as 
a likely camera face. ‘ut has little 
opnortunity to show her ability. 
Production is excellent and costly. 
| Camera is standard, sound poor, ~ 
Jolo. 


| PIEGES 
(‘Snares’) 


FRENCH-MADE 
Paris, Jan. 20. 


Discina release of Speva production, Stars 
Maurice Chevalier, Erie von Stroheim, 
Pierre Renoir, features Marie Dea, Andren 
Brunot, YTemerson,. Directed Robert 
Slodmak At Marignan, Running 
time, 115 MINS, 


by 
l'aris, 





return to the screen in what is 
heralded as his first dramatic role. 
| As if that were not enough, the 
| producers decided to play his ap- 
(pearance against a crime meller 
background. The result is confused 
‘and unconvincing, since the emphasis 
|constantly shifts between Chevalier 
and the crime theme so that it is 
never one nor the other. 

Pic has excellent exploitation pos- 
sibilities in the French sticks, but 
limited draw in Paris, where 


‘Pieges’ marks Maurice Chevalier’s | 





(In Czech, with English Titles) 

| The last work written by Karel 
|Capek, ‘Skeleton on Horseback’ is 
| purportedly the last picture made in 
| Czechoslovakia before the German 
jinvasion. It’s an _ anti-dictatorship 
| melodrama and, as such, is said to 
have been smuggled out of Czecho- 
slovakia and to be banned in dic- 
tator countries. It’s a fairly inter- 
esting peace plea, but isn’t likely to 
have broad appeal for U. S. audi- 
ences. However, considering the 


current interest in Europe and the | 


modest outlay involved in the pic- 
wae, it should at least earn back the 
nut. 

Although Capek’s conception isn’t 
| entirely clear, he appears to be tak- 
| ing the dramatic theme that Fascism 
| is a sort of white plague that 

scourges the people who follow its 
| Philosophy. For the purposes of his 
| story, he presents an obscure doctor 
| who has developed the only cure for 
| the disease, which is sweeping the 
| older people of the nation as the dic- 

tator inflames the younger ones. A 
| pacifist fanatic, the doctor refuses to 
| use his treatment unless the dictator 

will promise peace. So ultimately 
| the country goes to war and, as news 
|of defeat is received, the doctor is 
| killed by a mob and the dictator is 
| seen in the throes of the scourge. 
| Possibly Capek’s ideas are ob- 
scured behind the difference in lan- 
guage. But even if his dramatic 
thinking is logical, he has certainly 
over-simplified the struggle between 
war and peace. And the picture con- 
tains one glaring incongruity of fact. 
That is, any doctor who observes the 
lofty ideals of his profession could 
not refuse to give to the world any 
cure or treatment at his disposal. 
| According to the ethics of the pro- 

fession, it isn’t the doctor's province 
}to determine to what use his cure 
| may be put; he is obligated to com- 
| bat or prevent disease regardless of 


| who or what the patient may be. 


——EE 





| However, despite that obvious 
'flaw, ‘Skeleton on Horseback’ is a 
| Senerally | absorbing picture’ with 


many gripping scenes. The mob 
scenes are comparatively inept, and 
such matters as sound, lighting, 
| photography and so on are inferior. 
| But the intimate dramatic scenes are 
|imaginatively written and skillfully 
filmed. Such moments as the meet- 
|ing between the doctor and the dic- 
| tator, or the latter's solitary vigil as 
|the zero hour for invasion ap- 
| proaches, are potent and arresting. 

| Capek, who is credited with being 
/one of the leading Czech writers in 
| opposing the Nazi aims in his land, 


jhas_ since ; died. The late Carl 
| Laemmle is said to have seen 
‘Skeleton’ in Paris and to have 


, brought it to the U.S. Fannie Hurst 
voluntarily took on the editing and 
titling assignment. Hobe, 





20-MULER ROLLS 


Hollywood, Feb, 6. 
Richard Thorpe, metro director, 


rolls Saturday (10), 
Picture stars Wallace Beery. 





and kills them off for vengeance. | 
Pierre Renoir is sporadic and too. 


—=a 





| Harry Cohn 
| na 


| and not having 5c, was forced to 
borrow ae nickle from Herman 
Finkelstein, one of his counsel. 

| Resuming after the recess, Cohn 
‘declared that Columbia never con- 
sidered the advisability of purchasing 
theatres. The company never had 
any interest in theatres, and as far 
‘as he knows no Officials of the com- 
pany have. He never had any stars 
‘under personal contract to him, and 
‘has no film interests outside of Co- 
lumbia, 


‘Own or Control Theatres’ 


Then the last and most pertinent 
‘question of the day was asked, ‘Do 
j you consider it advisable or neces- 
/sary for a producer to Own or con- 
trol theatres?’ Wright wanted to 
know. Columbia immediately ob- 
| jected as did the balance of counsel 
present. The objections are based on 
peer grounds that the question deals 
with the ultimate issue of the suit, 
| and expert testimony, no matter how 
accurate or true it might be, still is 
hearsay. The Government plans to 
j}ask a federal jurist to make Cohn 
|answer the question. Outside of the 
one query, it is finished with his 
| testimony. 

Abe Montague, general sales man- 
ager of the company, is ill and can- 
| not go on this week. On Friday (9) 
| Jack Cohn will be queried regarding 
distribution. Universal, through its 
attorneys, informed the U. S. that it 
| will be unable to go on till March, 
|as its executives are either in Florida 
'or on the Coast. It is likely, in view 
| of the failure to secure a substitute 
|for Universal, that no one will be 
| examined next week. 

| Late Monday afternoon, the De- 
|partment of Justice received a 
‘notice from Thurman Arnold in 
Washington approving a revised list 
of interrogatories submitted jointly 
| by all major company defendants 
| with the exception of Columbia. The 
| questions are some 50 in number 
| with approximately four to five sub- 
| divisions apiece. 

| The reason these questions are ac- 
cepted is that the Government may 
| answer all companies as One group, 
| rather than singling out individuals. 
| In such a case the work is cut one- 
| seventh. Columbia and the Depart- 
ment of Justice still cannot get to- 





























gether and those interrogatories sub- | 


|mitted by Columbia will be fought 
out before Federal Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell on Friday. The stipulation 
provides that the Government an- 
swer all the questions by the first of 
March in piecemeal or in one docu- 
ment, 
D. J. Rejects Interrogatories 


On Thursday (1) the D. J. rejected 
a list of 53 interrogatories served on 
it by most of the major film com- 
panies, and immediately filed objec- 
tions to the questions. The objections 
were 12 in number. Specifically they 
declared that the questions demand 
a disclosure of matters which are 
|neither material nor relevant to the 
| issues raised by the pleadings; that 
| the interrogatories call for evidence 
|obtained after the interrogatories of 
ithe defendants were filéd; that they 
require information which the Gov- 
ernment has not got, and if it did 
answer, would be only hearsay; that 
they seek to have the Government 
classify and describe evidence to be 
offered at the trial with issues not 
made by the pleadings; that they 
|call for expressions of opinion and 
| conclusions of law, rather than rel- 
evant facts;-that they seek the names 
of probable witnesses with a classi- 
fication of their testimony with cate- 
gories arbitrarily established by the 
| defendants; that they seek to limit 
|and define evidence to be offered by 
the U. S. at the trial; that they will 
not aid the defendants 
that the questions will cast a ma- 
terial burden on the court; that the 
questions are so numerous as to be 
unduly burdensome, oppressive, and 
vexatious to the Government; that 
if answered, they would place an 
undue burden on the court in ad- 
ministrating them, and are wasteful 
of judicial time, and lastly, that they 
are too broad in scope, and require 
information not covered by law. The 
Government then asked that the in- 
terrogatories be vacated, and it not 
be required to answer them. 


Fried Probably Settling 
Philly Trust Suit vs. WB 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

| Harry Fried, indie operator of 
\three Main Line houses, intimated 
lthis week that he would drop his 

















| 








| Pitched camp in Death Valley to|suit against the Warner circuit and | 
shoot ‘Twenty Mule Team,’ which |the major distributors following an | Beast of Berlin’ to ‘Goose Step.’ 


out-of-court settlement. One of the 
first indies to bring his fight into 


Continued from page 6 


materially; | 


Wisecracks 


|the Federal court, in order to get 
a better break in clearance, he 
‘said that only a few technicalities 
had to be ironed out before the fina] 
settlement will be accepted. 


Hearing on Fried’s action wag 
skedded to be heard yesterday 
| (Mon.) before Judge William H, 


Kirkpatrick. Counsel for both sides 
asked for an indefinite postponement 
while the terms of the adjusiments 
are worked out. As soon as that’s 
done they will come into court and 
‘ask that the suit be quashed. 
Fried is expected to be granted 
‘first run on Paramount and Colum- 
|bia product in the Main Line terri. 
jtory at his Suburban, Ardmore, 
|Added to 20th-Fox first run which 
jhe has always had, it will give him 
| enough product to compete on even 
‘terms with the Stanley-Warner Ard- 
jmore. In addition the clearance time 
ifor Fried’s other two houses, the 
Seville, Bryn Mawr and the An- 
ithony Wayne, Wayne, Pa., will be 
cut down from the present 37 days 
to about three weeks. 
| There are no financial considera- 
‘tions, Fried said. The indie had the 
, backing of several business associa- 
tions on the Main Line in his fight 
against the Warner chain. Every 
major distributor except 20th-Fox 
was named as defendants in Fried's 
suit, which charged them with vio- 
lation of the Clayton and Sherman 
anti-trust acts. 7‘ 
Reports were current here that 
Warners and the distributors were 
seeking out-of-court settlements in 
other cases filed by indies here, 





Settle Balto Suit 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 
Suit of Milton Schwaber and his 
nabe Linden theatre against the lo- 
cal Rome and Durkee chains and all 
major film companies, which was to 
have come to trial before Judge W. 
Calvin Chestnut in U. S. District 
Court here Jan. 29, was settled out 
of court by all parties concerned. 
Case which involved protection 
was compromised, Schwaber, it is 
said, having been given some prod- 
| uct and consideration on playdates 
|for his recently completed 1,100- 
seater. Will eschew double feature 
policy employed until now. 


Crescent Amus. Counters 


Nashville, Feb. 6. 

Argument on the Crescent Amus. 
|Co.’s motion asking that the Gov- 
(ernment be directed to file a bill of 
| particulars and a clarified bill of 
complaint in its Sherman anti-trust 
suit was concluded in the U. S. dis- 
itrict court here Saturday (3) after- 
noon. Federal Judge Elmer D. 
Davies declined to rule from the 
| bench and announced he would pre- 
| pare an opinion on all of the mo- 
| tions. He indicated the request for 
ia bill of particulars would be 
| ‘granted in part.’ But he withheld 
; comment on the numerous other mo- 
| tions now before the court. 
| Crescent Amus. chain in some 
60 towns and cities in Tennessee, 
| Kentucky, Alabama, Arkansas and 
| Mississipp!, and a number of dis- 
'tributors are charged with having 
| contracted with one another so as 
to extend to Crescent certain priv- 
|ileges which discriminate against in- 
| dependent exhibitors. 
| The defendants. argued that the 
|Government’s allegations were too 
|vague to admit of answer and re- 
| quested the Court to direct the plain- 
tiff to file a bill of particulars and a 
clarified bill of complaint. 








is 


| TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Feb. 6 

‘Science Finds a New SOS’ be- 
came ‘CQ Medico’ at Metro. 

20th-Fox switched from ‘Twinkle, 
‘Twinkle Little Star’ to ‘Star Dust. 

‘The Ghost Comes Home’ is the 
third tag for ‘The Ghost Man, 
formerly ‘Hooray, I'm Alive.’ 

‘The Man From Dakota’ is release 
title for Metro’s ‘Arouse and Be- 
ware.’ 

Metro’s Our Gang comedy, ‘Mak- 


ing Movies, became ‘The Big 
Primeer.’ 

Republic switched from ‘Okla- 
homa Outlaws’ to ‘Pioneers of the 
West.’ 

‘Sailor’s Lady’ is new title for 


‘Sweethearts of Turret One’ at 20th- 
Fox. 

Paramount's ‘Typhoon’ becomes 
‘South of Samoa’ for distribution 1” 
Australia and New Zealand. 

‘Crackpots’ is release title for Hal 
| Roach’s ‘Two’s Company.’ , 
| ‘Texas Stagecoach’ is new handle 
on ‘Texas Express’ at Columbia. 

Ben Judell switched from ‘Hitler— 


‘The Magic Bullet’ became ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ at Warners 
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When CHARLES LAUGHTON sings it!... 
and VIVIEN LEIGH swings it!... 
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“A hit picture...literally spiked with ‘good 
audience stuff.” Audiences should take to 
this picture as ducks do to. water!"’ 

—Hollywood Reporter 


: : 7 "Charles Laughton will easily clinch his 
or : - : hold on American theatre-goers through 

his shining performance. Vivien Leigh’s 
artistry easily matches that of Laughton’s!” 
—Daily Variety 
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Hear Laughton recite 
Kipling’s “IF... as 
only Laughton can! 
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"The best performance of Laughton’s career, 
backed up by the fire of ‘Scarlett’ in Vivien 
Leigh’s great characterization!" 

—Al Kaha, United Press 
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A Heart-Stirring Drama of Peace-Time London! 


SIDEWALKS OF LOND 
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: with REX HARRISON ¢ Screen Play by Clemence Dane ¢ Directed by TIM WHELAN 
r Produced by ERICH POMMER «=A Pommer-Laughton “Mayflower” Production 
in A Paramount Release 
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SAG Wins FILM BOOKING | CHART Educational 


Continued from page 4 
































Continued from pz2ge 6 


that period studio artists may affili- | (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases oj treasurer, and George Blake assist. 
; ant secretary. : 




































































































































































ee. Se a = all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of : 

reached at conference between Wil- reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) Py | wad Judge Bondy referreg th 
liam Littlejohn, SCG prexy, «and COPYRIGHT, 194¢, BY VAR}ETY, INC, ALL BRIGHTS BESERVED John E. sat A prewrry pe referee lis 
Joseph Clark, vice prexy of Interna- Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Varicty Key to Type Abbreviations R. T.—Running Time old Grand National ‘owes Gn . 
tional Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Ceomedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical | the Court ; +, Owen $200,000, re 
raters and Paperhangers of America. son ier nie James A. David. 

Seciety of Motion Picture Interior| WEEK Rev. assets, after ne ‘Bestiee 4 = existing th 
Decorators meets with producers to- OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R.T. | bond. — = $5,000 . 
morrow (Wed.) on request for wage RELEASE Var. ; | Wright’ iti . 
tilt and improved working condi- | - ~ ae ros = “~ declares that the 
tions. The Society is asking that 12/1/39 12/6 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT (M-G) CDA. Sothern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 6 | Ec Ye a fing “30 is the stock of m 
weekly minimum for decorators be 1/10 CAFE HOSTESS (Cy: CD OPP. Fester-A,. Dvorak 65 “ae : Corp. of America, ct 
raised from $100 to $110 and that of 1/31 GENTLEMAN Fic’. ARIZONA (Mome) W_ C. Reynolds-J. King ee ee eres ae e 
assistants from $60 to $75. The So- hg YUKON FLIGHT (Mono) DJ. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 56 BP no films. This stock is now st 
ciety also is asking for establishment ‘ie eee ae F eae TEXAS (Rep) WR. Livingston-R. Hatten-D. Renaldo 57 * ate ed by Edmund V. Hally, be 
ef a new classification of special 12/13 RENO PB HTS (Par) CD P. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young 85 te wd of Hammons, who has been 
decorators, with a minimum of $135 11/22 CITY IN DARKNESS (20th) M Sreter L. Bart-K.Clacke” a nian pre a Soap eee ee . 
weekly. 10/25 INSP.MORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (2th) MG. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers (iV ee 

a 12/20 LAUGH IT OFF (W) C J. Dewns-C. Meore | see — b 
ETURN DR. art-J ring the wee | 

Leslie Mason, of Warners, is new oi ee ree be — ———— - berg, attorney for Harry pte r 
presi t of Screen Publicists Guild. 12/8/39 11/15 FUGITIVE ? ‘ trustee ef G i : fe 

residen ; AT LARGE (Col mM (OS. ‘ rand National, contin 
He mceeeds Bit Edwards, who de-/ 19/6/99 | g/t Eaatine OF aE WEST (Ce w Bin Bhlen $f [his examinations under 2i-a of the | | 

ion. er ENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G 4 ibbee act. i nnah 
efficers are Don King, of Paramount, LUCKY TEXAN (Mene) 4 pF ey isha | head of the Re genders a Pp 
v.p.; George Thomas, Jr., of Univer- 1/24 THE LLANO KID (Par) W TT. Guisar-A. Dunn-A. Mewbra es | mittee, and F. G. Holler "on a F 
sal, secretary; and Lou Harris, Para- TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) D J. Lyden-J. Kerriran , \the National City Bank, were es. 
mount, treasurer. 12/13. BARRICADE (20th' CD Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 76 | amined. The Arst coath i ig ¢ 

Meeting of Projectionists Local 150 we Bg Fy By D 8 Arien-A. Devine negotiations with Electric yey t 
of International Alliance of Theatri- . WS (WS) Mm OS. Wyman-D. Foran 5? | Products, Inc. and the RFC pee oe ‘t 
cal Stage Employes has been called y 4 aan i ee —— he played a minute part —o 0 
for Feb. 13 to elect a new business 12/15/39 NICK CARTER. DETECTIVE (M-G) Mi sOW. Pidgeen-R. Johnson-H. Holl told about the negotiations for loans . 
representative. Post was vacated by 11/22 ALL inet a Seen See Pa w Tex Ritter between the bank and ca a 
resignation of R. L. Haywood, who 12/13 SOUTH OF THE BORDER (Re : r) = = Alien, Sr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale 59 | tional. ° innepets 
recently returned from Miami after 12/20 THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (20th) eo =o Hammon’ inati 
ee Saimneeaen* : BD S.«. M. Weaver-P. Knewles 6s 's examination Friday (2 

0-day ppearance.’ Charges 11/22 MISSING EVIDENCE (U) MCP. Fester-I. He short. The forme ae ol : 
that business head had been selling THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) B M.Novara-L. Atwill-C. N ” company a aan 7 
work permits to outsiders is said to | ————-——- - hase peng yl bn Rage gee sl 1 
have been dropped following return | 12/13 JUDGE HARD bi . in Febru- 
jr Por g 12/22/39 ne univers Foe hy hy G) cD t_ Gtemo-2e. Reeney-C. Parker ag | ary, 1938, by his mother, Sallie Ham- . 

Ben Wetzler, an assistant camera- 1/3 MONEY TO BURN (Rep) CD 4J. Gleasen-L. Gleason-T. = [oe Gea cae cceea . 
man, has filed suit against William 12/20 HAPPENS AT NIGHT (26th) RD  S. Henie-R. Milland-R. Cummings % on lth TE aang Bi, E 
Bioff, International Photographers as oa an MeCARTHY, DETECTIVE (U) M  &E. Bergen-R. Cummings 78 ts ns me ef eee in August. The 
Local 659 and International Alliance 10 SESuRELT Inoleen RD Lamo-Sisters-G.Page-E. Albert 210 | Caanee of the loan was subsequently 
of Theatrical Stage Employes for nl NORABLE (UA) CD & Terry-B. Crawferd-E. Arnold 85 transferred to Educational. Ham- 4 
rican Yas tae ake te "> ns ae a - a — bony — excused until Feb. 15, fi 
seeking an injunction to compel / MU iN. Eddy-l. Massey-C. Ruggles n he will resume his testimony. tl 
Local 659 to accept his transfer from 12/13 THOU SHALT NOT KILL ( ot => DS. Beer A. Sense-W. Connelly "s The interim will be occupied by di 
Local 644 in New York. He claims 12/27 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES tg BD C. Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Bay 64 Dannenberg in settling the accounts he 
to have been deprived of work be- 12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (REO) D C.LasghtonM Ola” oo to 
cause Local 659 has failed to act on 11/29 CISCO KID AND LADY (2¢th) mp OC Bemere dl Wament = Canadian Subsids i 
his request for transfer in accord- 12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (U) w M. Dietrich-J Stewart-N “a = i i we 
ance with constitution of the IATSE. aye VEE SUREPES (WD) MOG. Raft-J. Bryan oe a = —_ A. Valente in ¥. ¥. 

S (UA) 4 ¢ y ay (Tues.) referred the appli- 
| es CD D. Niven-A. de Havilland-D. Digges 70 cation of Educational Films Co, 
/&/ 1/10 TWO-FISTED RANGERS (Cel » and Canadian Educational 
Roach P eeved 1/3 THE EARL OF CHICAGO (MG) % = en 62 | Films Co., Ltd.—to dismiss a $10,000,- fi 
EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD W.5 re Arneld-R. Owen 85 | 000 stockholder action against the , 

____ Continued from page 3 LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) Obey Ve Denning © (on the grounds of eameneae shade . 
Roxy. _He points to the fact that wn A CUILD 55 DORN (WED RD OD. Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jelson 85 —to Paul J. McCauley. Both de- 
ogee eastern rep for Edward aa RD 4G. Fitsgerald-J. Lynn 15 <7. assert they have no offices le 

mall, fellow-UA producer, person- | in N. ¥. and Hammons, who was 
ally sold the Small output to the |//12/40 1/10 SHOP AROUND CORNER (M-G MT. Martin-R. Haywerth-E. Fellows 69 | °°'V¢4, is not a proper person to ac. t : 
M. H. when Small was dissatisfied DANGER AHEAD (Mene) = on Vike Stewart-F, Morgan 97 | SOP st the parent compa — s 
with the UA handling. THE SECRET FOUR (Mone) > pice against the parent company, Grand 

Siuect @ tilde: Ms 11/22 GERONIMO (Par) w Fr oe - Simclair-A. Lee National, and various officers and 
Pais | 1/17 SANTA FE MARSHAL (Par) j ca poe e. Seene 89 | directors, charging waste and mis- 

Reach is also said to be irked | 12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) Ww OW. Beye R. Mayden-B. Hayes = = =€666 | management. ; 
about the failure of UA to release 1/17 HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) SS Stites 67 | Fed iNli t 
as yet his initial Laurel & Hardy 1/24 CETY OF CHANCE (20th) } m-R.Hatton-P.L.Parsons 56 ederal Judge William Bondy at tl 
for this season, ‘A Chump at Ox- 1/17 INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M - ag Aubrey Smith-D. Woods 56 | the same time appointed James F. 
ford’ Print is understood to have ) 1/3 OF MICE AND MEN (UA) D BMe <4 hag Sutton 81 Dealy attorney for the trustee of 
been in New York since Oct. 15. In 1/10 BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) c 4. 3ryan-P. — ™ wiciceenaani y 
the meantime, RKO released Boris | 1/19/40 a> an ae ° 87 i 
Morros’ Laurel & Hardy, ‘Flying IRL FRIDAY (Cel) cep Cc ; 

. ks se tad 1/17 CONGO MAISIE (M- + Grans-B, Busests 92 ; 
wae ge necessitated another | 1/1? THE FATAL nwa cans CA. Sothern-J. Carroll-R. Johnsen 69 Pix B. 0. 

re Roach’s could be dis- | HIDDEN ENEMY one) M Boris Karleff 87 
tributed. Release has now been set | 1/10 REMEMBER THE ‘NIGHT (Par) D W. Hull-K. Linaker Continued from page 3 Pp 
for the end of this month, | 2/7 MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) = B.StanwyeLh-F.MacMurray-B.Bendi 93 | held on total gross busines a 

Report that Roach is considering 1/17 HE MARRIED HIS WIFE (2¢th) A. MarshalliB. Read-P. Knowles 59 | |; gudihcauninetangedendl t 
withdrawing from UA because of WEST OF CARSON CITY (U) CF Pes Sar Ses oe | PRBUNNONEEY ee ee seeting eeger 
the peeves, however, is entirely with- 1/31 LION HAS WINGS . M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight ity as th j " 

(UA) D M. Oe y the indie operations is be 
ut foundation. His seven-year | BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) M M. ans ioe 76 cause major chains and ind dent t 
termer has until 1945 to run and the 1/26 40 1/24 LONE WOL . — 6! eae : : . : ne ” — oe a 
grievances are very minor compared j /' ate y Sees (Cel) MW. William-J. Perry Pe circuits maintain higher admission : 
to Roach’s general satisfaction with 2/1 PIONEER DAYS Bete yg CL, Lane-S, Gray-S. Hicks scales and have considerably larger 

UA’s handling of his product and his 1/24 WOLF OF NEW YORK ia ) W Jack Randall 58 ae theatre than the | 

suceess since he has been associated SAINT’S DOUBLE TROUBLE (RKO) = E. Lowe-R. Hoart-J. Cowan |. Ch) smaller indies. Latter make up a 

with the company. 1/10 HIGH SCHOOL (26th) e G. Sanders-H. Whitney-J. Hale great portion of the non-circuit op- 

- 1/24 GREEN HELL (U) . J.Wiknere-L. Brows.Jr-C.Riwards "4 erations. For instance, about 7,500 

Back to the Mill 1/16 FIGHTING SEXTY-NINTH (WB) D 3. Cag oar aoe Bennett 87 —. out cet 17,000 in U.S. 

. “he n ss are of the small-seater type 
2/2/40 CONVICTED WOM , — eanaal 
After one a a ae - rar tk ie 1/31 I TAKE THIS WOMAN ‘(M-G) So ee et pe linge ein 
. j s producer of ‘The | 1/31 CHASING TROUBLE (Mono) RDS. Tracy-H. Lamarr-W. Pidgeon 96 and independent, show average seat- ‘ 

Y Man From Dakota’ at Metro, Edward 2/7 PAROLE FEXER (Par) = weet Rerve 64 ing capacity of 700, while non-cir- : 
par yey = prscenng ol the writing 1/31 yeaa BARN DANCE (Rep) m.. hgh ss teh Paige 57 cuit houses averaged about 450 seats. ti 
own request. ARINES FLY HI » vromwell-D. Day-G. Barier 69 f 
He is working on ‘Red Butterfly,’ 1/17 MAN WHO WOULDN'T TALK (20th) 2 R. Dix-C. Morris-L. Ball my sehen ~~ a in _ _ : 
a story dealing with pellagra. DANGER ON WHEELS (U) L. NOlan-J. Rogers-R, Clarke 42 % is obtained in the Greater New 

CALLING PHILO VAN DR. Arilen-A. Devine York area, which covers all of New 
CE (WB) M J. Stephenson-M. Stevenson York City, the eastern tier of New u 
STORY BUYS 2/9/40 a LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME (Cel) © E.Fellewst.k Jersey cities, Long Island and N.Y. 1 
Hollywood, Feb. 6 / BROADWAY MELODY OF ’40 (M-G) MU FA jews-C. Kelb state communities along the Hud- 7 
‘ . 6. EAST SIDE KIDS (Meno) . Astaire-E. Powell-G. Murphy 102 | son river up to Poughkeepsie I 
Warners purchased ‘They Died 12/27. LIGHT THAT FAILED (Par) .. 2 eet : “ i S 
With Their Boots On,’ a western saga 2/7 VIGIL IN THE NIGHT (RKO) DR. Colman-J. Huston 98 Actually, only 10% comes from t 
by Thomas Ripley. 2/7 LITTLE OLD NEW YORK (20th) mb ©: Lombard-B. Aberne-A. Shirley 93 |New York City opetation®. ~ t 
Johnstone McCulley sold ‘Guardian | . MY LITTLE CHICKADEE (U) en wen MacMurray-R, Greene 99 | maining 7% coming from outside the } 
Devil’ to Harry Sherman for Par- 1/10 GRANNY GET YOUR GUN (WB) CD M. Rebs nn evan city’s corporate limits, including , 
amount release. 2/16/40 MAN PROM DAKOT . on-H. Davenport ; 55 {such New Jersey cities as Newark, & 

_Aetna Film Corp. bought six avia- M A (M-G) RD  W. Beery-D. De Jersey City, Elizabeth, Paterson and 
tan dete bo OC ae URDER ON THE YUKON (Mono) ry 1 Rio-J. Howard é ; 
tion shorts by Commander George 1/24. SIDEWALKS OF LONDON (Par) . el ee eee oe comme ( 

ee Cron! ; ; 2/7 SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON DC, Laughton-V. Leigh g4 | Trenton, Long Island and commual- 
ones ma os ee re YOUNG AS YOU FEEL (oh 2 r senenett-P. Bartholomew 92 | ties above N.Y. 

’ Ens, HONEYMOON DEFERRE - Prouty-S. Byington-J. Valerie 60 . 
Warmers. SE Ee A CHUMP AT OXFORD (way » : Lewe-M. Lindsay-E. Risdon Metropolitan N. Y. Figures 
Sea,’ by Harold Austin. pencadesad ON THE HUDSON (WB) RD J. Garfiela-A. Shevidan-P O’Bri Figures from the New York Fim 

Harry Sherman bought ‘Rangers 2/23/40 BLONDIE ON A BUDGET om Board of Trade show that this met- 0 
Guns West,’ by Norton S. Parker, for NORTHWEST PASSAGE (Mea) CP. Singleten-A. Lake ropolitan area (including Jersey and ar 
Paramount release. SON OF THE NAVY (Mene) DS. Tracy-R. Young-W. Brennan New York spots) has 1,197 theatres ta 

Edmund Brandt sold bis historical KNIGHTS OF THE RANGE (Par) s & Parker-M. Spellman with a total seating capacity of 19 
yarn, ‘Lafayette,’ to Universal. 1/31 as gt (RKO) oa Parker-H. Humphrey ™ 1,343,883. 14 

RKO j ‘ i Y CAM i ‘ 
ae eo Becard sg This and FRAMED ( a BY NIGHT (20th) rs se ce saan Calvert BPs -y i eS am 520, m 

2 . : ae : = . Moore-J. Downs uses, an Ww - 

Paramount bought ‘A Cup of 3/1/40 por tet CARGO (M-G) D J. Crawford-M. Douglas-C. Gable 867 seats are indie theatres. How- a ec 

Coffee’ from Universal. ENTEEN (C) Cc i ‘ . ever, of the circui nly 
; LITFLE ORVIE (RKO 5. Ceoper-B. Field-O. Kruger er, O e circuit operations © f ye 

Howard Nostrand sold his mag EASTBOUND (26th) ) CD J. Sheffield-E. Truex-D. Tree 195 theatres are affiliated, having 

yarn, ‘Inside Track,’ to RKO. : VIRGINIA CITY (WB) - + aes 381,020 seats, while the remainder m 
RD E. Flynn-M. Hopkins are indie circuits. Se 
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~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Although RKO emerged from 77-B more than 10 days ago and stock for 
the new company has been partly issued, none of the new shares has been 
listed on the New York Stock Exchange. Application for such listing on 
the exchange, however, is expected any day, according to Wall Street 

rts. 
a data on the new company now is being collected for submission, 
this procedure being regarded as a mere formality. RKO common and pre- 
ferred probably will be listed on the stock exchange and the warrants on 
the N. Y. Curb Exchange. 

Activity in the old RKO common last week, which made it one of the 
most active stocks on the big board, resulted from the switches and ex- 
changes into new stock. Brokerage houses doing an arbitrage business 
swelled the total. Brokers were active in building a market in the new 
shares, with the new RKO common quoted at around $3.25 per share and 
warrants ranging between 75c and $1 on the over-the-counter exchange. 

The old RKO common is being exchanged on the basis of 162/3 shares 
of new common plus 100 warrants for each 100 shares of old stock. 








Vox Pop, CBS commercial, brought forth a wide range of estimates, 
py volunteer mikers in N. Y. Stock Exchange building, as to number of 
motion picture admission tickets sold weekly in the U. S., the $5 award 
for nearest correct estimate going to a ‘typical bride of 1939’ from Ports- 
mouth, O. She guessed 75,000,000, which Parks Johnson said was 10,000,000 
below the claimed actual figure. William McChesney Martin, youthful 
president of Stock Exchange, put the total at 50,000,000, while an exchange 
partner placed it at 65,000,000. ‘one-half of the population’. 

An odd angle to broadcast was the bearishness of Martin and the ex- 
change partner on stock business. On a nationwide shot aimed to enter- 
tain, such statements as “We haven't seen any cash for a long time’ and 
‘business is perfectly terrible—in fact, last year’s total stock sales of $262,- 
000,000 was the poorest since 1923’ (two of Martin’s impromptu remarks), 
are unusual, even depressing. Exchange partner cracked that ‘I haven't 
made any money this year’. 





All newsreel companies, still photographers and newspapermen have 
been barred from the fleet when the U. S. navy carries out its annual 
maneuvers in the Pacific starting the first week in April. Approximately 
130 battlewagons, 350 airplanes 40,000 men and 2,500 officers will engage in 
the fleet problem (listed as Problem 21). 

Entire naval practice is designed to increase the effectiveness of vessels 
and planes and cover special naval situations developed during the present 
European conflict. 

Constance Bennett, when in Chicago with ‘Easy Virtue,’ managed to 
alienate the goodwill of more than a few, particularly newspapermen. Re- 
fused to cooperate from the start. Also caused annoyan¢e around the 
theatre, first by pushing the ushers around and refusing to allow ’em to 
dress back stage and then her attitude toward the stage doorman because 
he refused to run certain errands. Her over-size Rolls-Royce turned out 
to be a local laugh with the length of the car preventing it from using the 
lriveway at the Ambassador hotel. Car had to be backed into the driveway. 





No decision on the 1940-41 budget of the Hays office will be reached until 
the annual meeting of the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors Assn. 
is held the middie of March. 

Budget of the association runs from annual meeting instead of from 
first of year. New budget is expected to be about $200,000 lower than in 
recent years. 





Arlene Francis, who has an important role in ‘Young Couple Wanted,’ 
legiter, which opened Jan. 25 at the Maxine Elliott, N. Y., is the wife of ' 
Neil Agnew, vice-president in charge of sales for Paramount. She previ- 
ously had attracted attention as an actress and m.c. in radio, handling sev- 
eral commercial shows. 





Opening night of ‘Gone With the Wind’ at the Oriental and Woods, Chi- 
eago, brought out the radical fringe with heralds and banners asking the 
public to boycott the flicker on the grounds that it was propaganda against 
the colored people. 





When Richard Greene, British actor now under pact to 20th-Fox, visits 





Neely 








re from page 4. 


you a perfect example of how you 
courageous independent exhibitors 
operate— 

Sheridan Gibney, SWG  prexy: 
Just a minute. We must restrict 


Music, Shorts, Photography Placed 


In Nommation for Academy Awards 








answers. 
A voice: We want to hear Mr. 
Wanger. 
Myers: I deny any implication of 
censorship whatever. There isn’t 


there is in a man making up his 
mind as to whether he will or will 
not go to see a particular picture. 

At this point, the discussion 
switched to general theatrical mat- 
ters and Myers kept answering a 
bombardment of questions about 


later, Wanger rose again and went 
back to the point of the synopses 
clause. 

Wanger: I would like to ask Mr. 
Myers how that clause regarding the 


| submitting of synopses would affect 


the creators who are anxious to go 
in for experimentation, which Mr. 
Myers said the exhibitors are trying 
to encourage, in reference to pic- 
tures like ‘Pasteur,’ ‘Grapes of 
Wrath,’ ‘Of Mice and Men,’ or any 
other experimental pictures? 

Myers: I would say that certainly, 
with respect to some of the pictures 
you have named, those great bio- 
graphical pictures, that the submis- 
sion of those pictures in advance 
ought to lead to wider circulation, 
because there ought to be a wider 
demand from the group. Now, when 
you mention ‘Grapes of Wrath’ or 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ I am not so sure 
what the result would be, because 
they are both based on books so 
filthy that they would not be kept 
in. the average American home. 

(Myers was loudly hissed by the 
entire auditorium at this point.) 

‘I realize that a lot of people like 
to read things of that sort. I have 
read both books myself. I am cer- 
tainly not affected by this, but I 
would say this—the average school 
teacher and reader in a community 
would be prejudiced against those 
pictures just from their titles.’ 


tinued for considerable time, on into 
the night, but Myers never had a 
chance. 





Philly Daily Anti-Neely 

Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
The stand taken by the United 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New 
Jersey and Delaware against the 
passage of the Neely bill was given 
editorial backing by the Philly Daily 
News last week. 





New York this week, it will be his first real visit, although he has been 
in this country since December, 1938. He went almost directly from the 
dock to the airport to hurry to Hollywood when he arrived from England. 

Vaudeville hopefuls point toward the many variety troupers set for 
picture work. Several acts were spotted in Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody’ 
and both Universal and Republic are looking around for stage talent to 
bolster their musicals with erstwhile two-a-dayers. 

Walt Disney’s second feature length cartoon, ‘Pinocchig,’ cost him more 
than $2,000,000, due chiefly to costly preparation and experiments in 
animation. 





Disney Making Dozen 'Bairnsfather’s ‘Bul’ To 
Instead of 18 for RKO. Be Remade by Korda 


Re-creation of Bruce’ Bairns- 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


father’s famous war cartoon char- 
: : } i ~ ; 4 
Walt Disney is contributing 12 in- | '® >* made in England starting this 





In the first declaration by a ‘daily 
on the bill, the News said the Gov- 
ernment should not interfere with 
an industry it knows nothing about. 
The editorial cited the collapse of 
the Federal Theatre Project as proof 
| that the Government has no business 
meddling in the entertainment in- 
dustry. 

Meanwhile members of UMPTO 
and their friends are bombarding 
members of Congress with letters to 
defeat the pending legislation on the 
grounds it will prove injurious to 
thousands of workers and “encourage 
monopoly by concentrating the busi- 
ness in the hands of a few companies 
of great financial resources.’ 


ure split exhibs in the Philly area. 
Members aligned with Allied Inde- 


this discussion to questions and 


any more censorship there than | 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. fred Newman, RKO; ‘Intermezzo,’ 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts Lou Forbes, Selznick-International; 
and Sciences announced nominations |‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ 
for Oscar awards in short subjects, | Dimitri Tiomkin, Columbia; ‘Of Mice 
music and cinematography. Final and Men,’ S. S. Van Keuren, Hal 
, vote for supremacy in shorts is slated | Roach; ‘She Married a Cop,’ Cy 
for Feb. 10-11, with the following 11 ' Feuer, Republic; ‘Stagecoach,’ Rich- 
| entrants: ‘ard Hageman, Frank Harling, John 
| One-reelers—‘Busy Little Bears,’ | Leipold and Harold Shuken, Walter 
,Paramount; ‘Information Please,’; Wanger; ‘Swanee River,’ Louis Sil- 





theatre operation, block booking, | 
etc. Eventually, a half hour or so- 


| RKO: ‘Prophet Without Honor,’ Me- 
tro; ‘Sword Fishing,’ Warners. 

Two-reelers—‘Drunk Driving,’ Me- 
, tro; ‘Five Times Five,’ RKO, ‘Sons of 
| Liberty,’ Warners, 

Cartoons — ‘Detouring America,’ 
| Warners; ‘Peace on Earth,’ Metro; 
\*The Pointer’ and ‘The Ugly Duck- 





ver, 20th-Fox; ‘They Shall Have 
Music,” Alfred Newman, Samuel 
,Goldwyn; ‘Way Down South,’ Victor 
| Young, Sol Lesser. 

| Best sons—‘Faithful Forever,’ ‘Gul- 
| liver’s Travels,’ Leo Robin and Ralph 
| Rainger, Paramount; ‘I Poured My 
'Heart Into a Song,’ ‘Second Fiddle,’ 


ling,” Walt Disney. \{Irving Berlin, 20th-Fox; ‘Over the 
| Music achievements cover the best | Rainbow,’ ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ E. Y. 
Original score, the best scoring re- | Harburg and Harold Arlen, Metro. 

| gardless of source of the music, and! Nominations in cinematography 
{the best song. They are: consist of 11 in black and white and 
| est original score—‘Dark Victory,’ | six in color. They are: 

|Max Steiner, Warners; ‘Eternally! Black and white—‘First Love,’ Uni- 
|Yours,’ Werner Janssen, Walter | versal; ‘The Great Victor Herbert,’ 
'Wanger; ‘Golden Boy,’ Victor Young, Paramount; ‘Gunga Din,’ RKO; ‘In- 
, Columbia; “Gone With the Wind,’ termezzo,’ Selznick - International; 
,Max Steiner, Selznick-International; | ‘Juarez,, Warners; ‘Lady of the 
‘Gulliver's Travels,’ Victor Young, Tropics,’ Metro; ‘Of Mice and Men,’ 
| Paramount; ‘The Man in the Iron|Hal Roach; ‘Only Angels Have 
| Mask,’ Lud Gluskin and Lucien | Wings,’ Columbia; ‘The Rains Came,’ 
| Moraweck, Edward Small; ‘Man of 20th-Fox; ‘Stagecoach, Walter Wang- 





Myers was a dead pigeon from | 
that point on. The argument con- | 


UMPTO’s opposition to the meas- | 


Conquest,’ Victor Young, Republic; 
| ‘Of Mice and Men,’ Aaron Copeland, 
| Hal Roach; ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ An- 
|thony Collins, RKO; ‘The Rains 
‘Came.’ Alfred Newman, 20th-Fox; 
| ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ Herbert Stothart 
land George Stoll, Metro; ‘Wuthering 
| Heights,” Alfred Newman, Samuel 
| Goldwyn. 


| In the Scoring Ring 

| Best scoring regardless of musical 
| source—‘Babes in Arms,’ George Stoll 
'and Roger Edens, Metro; ‘Elizabeth 
iand Essex,” Eric Wolfgang Korngold, 
| Warners; ‘First Love,’ Charles Previn, 
Universal; ‘The Great Victor Her- 
|bert,’ Louis Lipstone, Paramount; 
|*The Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ Al- 


er; ‘Wuthering Heights,’ Sam Gold- 
wyn. 

Color—‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ 
, 20th-Fox; ‘Four Feathers,’ Alexander 
‘Korda; ‘Gone With the Wind,’ Selz- 
nick-International; ‘The Mikado,’ 
Universal; ‘Elizabeth and Essex,’ 
Warners; ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ Metro. 








{ 
| BENEDICT ‘SAINTED’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Howard Benedict gets the produc- 
‘tion chore on ‘The Saint Takes Over’ 
at RKO, with Jack Hively directing. 

Leslie Charteris, author of the 
—— series of novels, was signed to 
aid in the scripting. 
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THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


THEATRES 









GONE Witt 
THE WIND 


While these engagements are limited, 
G WT W will not be shown except at 
advanced prices... at least until 1941. 


ASTOR Dpaily 2:15, 8:15. Prices: 
BwayS45th MATINEES (Exe. Sat., 
AllSeats Sun., Hol.) 7%5c to $1.10. 
Reserved. EVENINGS $1.10 — $2.20. 


bd 
PIT! Come fn at any time and see an 
cA 7 entire show. Last presentation 
B'wayAS starts at 9 P. M. PRICES: Before 
























acter, “Old Bill,’ in a series of films 
stead of 18 shorts to RKO’s distribu- 


tion program for 1939-40. Pact calls 


aa minimum of 12 or a maximum | 


‘The Riveteer,’ first of the sched- | 
bse ay to be delivered Feb. 23. Fol- | 
owing at three-week intervals are 
“uae Dog Laundry,’ ‘Tugboat 
pong ‘Billposters,’ ‘Mr. Duck) 
ton Out, ‘Donald's Outboard Mo- | 
on Donald's Vacation,’ ‘Bone 
jouble,”” ‘Mickey's Magic Lamp,’ 
Ay ow ow Cleaners,’ ‘Mr. Mouse Takes 

ip and one still untitied. 





Credit World Series For 


Ohio’s Amus. Tax Jump 


Columbus, Feb. 6. 

Revenue data released by the 
pe 4 department of taxation shows 
ro crease of $46,537 in amusement 
1998 ets during 1939 compared to 
147 4 Actual receipts totaled $1,645,- 
“a the past year ad $1,598,809 a 
mate} 480. Increase -vas approxi- | 
pr ; $5,000 short of the jump re- 
a in 1938 over the preceding 





wan excise tax division credits | 
Serie of the increase to the World 
S business boom in Cincinnati. 


| spring, is disclosed by Zoltan Korda, 


British director and brother of 
Alexander Korda. Korda said the 
comedies will not only feature ‘Old 
Bill,’ but a new character, his son, 
‘Young Bill,’ who is pictured serving 
in the present British army. ‘Old 
Bill’ was in the World War. 
Bairnsfather is now working with 
screenwriters on the script, Korda 


|said. Filming will be at Denham 


Studios, near London. Alexander 
Korda’s interest in the series will 
be only in fact his studio will be 
used, with a group called Legeran 
Films, Ltd., producing. 

Zoltan said that only two of Den- 
ham’'s five stages can be used, as 
three of them have been requisi- 
tioned by the government as sugar 
depots. Gabriel Pascal, who is film- 
ing Shaw's ‘Major Barbara,’ is work- 
ing there in addition to the Legeran 
outfit. Korda declared that he ex- 
pects English production as a whole 
to be very limited and that any pic- 
tures made will be on low budgets. 

Director arrived in New York last 


| Thursday (1) with Sabu, East Indian 
‘boy star. They will leave tomorrow 


(Thursday) for Hollywood. Accom- 


| panying them are Mrs. Korda and 
| Sheik, Sabu’s brother. Zoltan Korda 


month. 


Shoot ‘Tree’ in Va. 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Frank Lloyd starts shooting ‘Tree 
of Liberty,’ his first indie produc- 





jliamsburg, Va. where his troupe 
will work 15 days before returning 
to General Service studio. 

Cary Grant is signed for the top 
spot. 


ON WITH THE CLIFFERS 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Universal’s crop of 1940-41 serials 
' gets started late this month under 
Henry McRae’s production guidance. 





‘The Green Hornet,’ ‘Winners of the 
West,’ ‘Junior G-Men’ and ‘The 
Leopard’s Claw.’ 








will remain on the Coast to direct 
‘Jungle Boy,’ which Alexander 
| Korda will produce, and in which 
Sabu will star. Sabu will precede 
' the lensing with a press tour of the 


in which he also stars. 


pendent Theatre Owners of Eastern | 
| Pennsylvania voted unanimously to 
support the bill at their meeting last 


tion for Columbia, April 1 in Wil- | 


New group contains a sequel to | 


|country to plug ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ 








Doors Open i P.M. (3 P.M. Set., Sun. & 
out ». Hol.) Orch. & Hal. Tc: Laces 
Cont. Per. 1.10. After 5 P.M. (3 P. M. Sat., 

ry Mo Reserved 300, & Hel.) Orch. & Bal. $1.20: 

Seats 





dages $1.65. All Pricesincladetax 
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Civil Liberties Body in Intensive 
Campaign to Revise Chi System 


Of Film Censorship; Blasts Setup 








Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Battle is brewing over the status 
of the Chicago Censor Board, as the 
Chicago Civil Liberties Committee is 
preparing a blast to uproot the pres- 
ent censorship system and bring 
about an entirely new deal in the 
zensorshop of motion pictures, While 
‘in the past, the problem of censor- 
ship has been brought into focus 
only occasionally when certain pic- 
tures are banned or given ‘adults- 


4 


‘Gone’s’ Comeback 





Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
‘Son of Thunder,’ an all-Negro 
answer to ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
is being readied by Clarence 
Muse, who doubles as producer 
and star. Picture will show an- 
other phase of Negro life during 
the period covered by ‘Gone.’ 
Production is budgeted at 





only’ permits, the present drive is 
‘ntended to end, once and for all, the 
allegedly indiscriminate banning and | 
slicing of pictures at the whim of a! 
single censorship board. 

Civil Liberties committee has 
started the campaign by publishing 
an eight-page brochure for distribu- 
tion throughout the territory, the 
booklet giving full exposition of the 
various workings of the censors in 
banning and cutting pictures during 
the past couple of years. 


Especially is much made of the 
original banning of the March of 
Time reel, ‘Inside Nazi Germany’ in 
1938. This brought about a general 
roar of disapproval throughout the 
city, the local dailies taking a blast | 
at the ban. Just 10 days after the | 
original banning of the reel, Police | 
Commissioner Allman took a gander | 
at the film and gave it a permit. 


Other pictures which have been | 
first banned and then okayed are 
‘Prof. Mamlock,’ ‘I Was a Captive in 
Nazi Germany,’ . ‘Concentration | 
Camp’ and ‘The Oppenheim Family’. 
In nearly all cases the newspapers 
took up the cudgels against the cen- | 
sorship and aided in obtaining per- 
mits. 

Currently on the nix list by the 
censors is ‘Goose Step,’ formerly | 
titled ‘HifTer, Beast of Berlin’. This 
flicker has been banned because ‘it | 





$30,000. 


P-T Assn's Drive 
To Cut Matinees 
For Kids to 2 Hrs. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

Thirty pareni-teachers  associa- 
tions in this city, with a member- 
ship of more than 5,000, have started 
a campaign to cut down the length 
of the current three and four-hour 
children’s matinees on Saturdays at | 
motion picture houses to two hours 
or less. 








In addition the group is advocating | 


the elimination of shooting and kill- 
ing-seenes, morbid and frightening 
sequences; war pictures and ‘point- 
less, noisy shorts,’ The ideal chil- 
dren’s program, according to the 
steering committee of the campaign 


_is ‘one good, wholesome family type 


feature, one good comedy, one ani- 
mated cartoon and one educational 
short.’ 

The campaign has the blessing of 


is propaganda against the German | the Philadelphia County Federation 
government and features brutalities, | of Women’s Clubs, with a total mem- 
injustices and cruelties of the Nazi| bership of more than 50,000. women. 
regime and which, the censors feel,| Mrs. T. Harold Fox, chairman of 
since the U. S. is neutral, they cannot | the educational committee of the 
approve. Picture was reviewed twice | Federation, said that theatre-owners 
and twice rejected, the board issuing | are sympathetic with the. program- 
a number of reasons why a permit curtailment movement. But they are 


Oberon Gets Bette’s Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Merle Oberon gets the star spot 
in Warners ‘The House on the Hill,’ 
originally slated as a starrer for 


Bette Davis. 

Production of ‘Hill’ has been 
‘moved ahead of ‘The Constant 
Nymph,’ which was to have been 


NEB. 2 FIRES; 
LOSS AT $80,000 


Lincoln, Feb. 6. 

Two Nebraska blazes have done 
theatre properties of the state nearly 
$80,000 worth of damage in the last 
two weeks. First to go was the 
Empress, Kearney, Neb., which was 
gutted and wrecked by a $22,500 
conflagration. 

The Pace, in Gordon, Neb., went 
up in smoke, estimated loss up- 
wards of $50,000. George O. Monroe 
operated the Empress, and Charles 
Pace owned the Pace. 











$15,000 Fire Loss 


Alvarado, Texas, Feb. 6. 
At a loss of $15,000, the Alvarado 
theatre was destroyed by fire last 
week. Cause unknown. Damage 
covered partially by insurance. 





Boothman Burned 
Des Moines, Feb.6. 
Tom Warner, 66, operator at the 
Garden here, was severely burned 
when fire broke out in the projec- 
tion booth, The fire was limited to 
the projection room and it is believed 
was caused by a spark in the ma- 
chine. There were only about 15 
persons in the house at the time. 
Warner is in Methodist hospital, 
said to be recovering from second 
degree burns. Police claim Warner 
jumped from the projection booth 
to a paved alley below—about 15 
feet—to escape the flames, but this 
| was denied by the theatre manage- 
iment, 


Metro Not Responsible 
For Salesman’s Auto 
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Par’s Commercial 


Dept., With 63 


Licensees, Close Behind Disney's 





Inconsistent 





Detroit, Feb. 6. 
Detroit police have banned 
gambling devices for theatres 
and even have been called upon 
to put down church bingo par- 
ties. Sgt. Charles W. Snyder is 
police film censor here and also 
newly chosen’ Entertainment 
Chairman for the Detroit Variety 
Club. Last week under his tu- 
telage the club threw a party. 
Guess what? Bingo! 


Church Bingo 
Vs. Theatres; 
Law In Middle 


Milwaukee, Feb. 6. 
Blackout of bingo as ordered in 
Wisconsin supreme court decision 











recently is far from effective, 
and conflict between state and 
church seems’ imminent. De- 


fendants in the action brought by 
theatre interests, on which the high 
court ban was based, have served 
notice they will apply for a re- 
hearing, even though the ruling 
against them was unanimous; and 
while some churches have shut down 
their bingo activities, others are 
keeping right on with the play. 

Theatre men say the application 
for a rehearing is just a stall to keep 
games going a while longer, but that 
unless they are closed shortly they 
will carry the case to the U. S. Su- 
preme court if Necessary. 

Three Madison Catholic churches 
announced cancellation of 


wT 





Paramount, which set up a com. 
mercial licensing department to 
cover characters from ‘Gulliver's 
Travels,’ is expected to continue this 
adjunct of its business, as will Metro, 
which followed in the field once 
solely the stamping ground of Walt 
Disney-Kay Kamen. Although licens. 
ing of characters from forthcoming 
features have not been set by Par 
plans have been laid to use the Gaby 
figure from ‘Gulliver’ as a shorts 
personality. 

To this end, Max Fleischer wil] 
schedule a series of shorts around 
Gaby for the 1940-41 season, with 
first to be ready for release in ali 
probability this coming November. 
Subsequently, Fleischer will have a 
second cartoon feature which will] 
lend itself to commercializing on the 
side, maybe for the tail end of the 
1940-41 season. Metro negotiated 
commercials on the ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
and ‘Gone With Wind’ pictures, to be 
followed by others under plans. 

Organized only six months ago, 
Par’s licensing department has nego- 
tiated contracts with 63 commercial 
firms, as against Disney-Kamen's 72, 
on Pinnochio’, according to the last 
list of companies mailed out by that 
organization. 

Of Disney-Kamen’s 72 accounts, 
there are 16 different firms which are 
duplications on certain items, among 
these being four companies on manu- 
facture of dolls and four on station- 
ery. Paramount, on the other hand, 
has issued licenses exclusively to 
each different type of manufacturer. 
Breakdown shows that Par has 
licenses on 18 different items of mer- 
chandise which Disney doesn't have, 
while Disney has the same number 
of items that aren’t licensed by Par. 

The Par department is in charge of 
Harry Royster, former theatre de- 
partment executive, under the direc- 
| tion of Lou Diamond, also head of 
| shorts and music departments. 
| While decision on what the sec- 
ond Fleischer-Par full-length cartoon 





their | will be has not yet been settled, a 
weekly games, and Dist. Atty. Nor- | story may be determined on before 
ris E. Maloney, of Dane county, | Dave Fleischer, Max’s brother and 
promised immediate action against | &-m., leaves for Miami, Friday (26), 
any games that were in progress| During the past two weeks Par 
after this week. From 10 to 15 or- | closed several deals which provide 
ganizations in the capital city were |COmplete foreign coverage on the li- 


| ° 
sponsoring bingo, with an estimated | Censing of ‘Gulliver’ characters for 


could not be granted. 
Group’s Objectives 
Civil Liberties committee is ask- 


naturally reluctant to cut the run- 
ning time of their programs with- 
out the assurance of public support. 

Because most contracts for film 


ing for a new censorship setup tO’ product do not expire until the fall, 


Crash; Latter Appeals 


Minneapolis, Feb, 6. 
A district court jury, returning a 
| verdict for the defendant and refus- 








include the following: (1) that the yrs) Fox said no immediate effect |ing the plaintiff any damages, found 
ordinance provide for the review of | of the drive is expected. However, |that Metro here was not responsible 
motion pictures for the sole purpose | che said exhibitors who have been /for the permanent injuries sus- 
of determining whether the pictures | eontacted have made request from [tained by Harold Klugman, former 
may be seen by children and that! §)m distributors for ‘fewer and bet-| Republic salesman, while he was 
newsreels and educational films be | ter shorts’ to provide more satis-| riding in northern Minnesota in a 





excluded from such review; (2) that | factory material for children’s mati-!car owned 


the board consist of five persons with 
a limited term in office for each, and 


that reviewers be selected on a basis | picture industry has been asked tO | kijjled in the accident. 


of experience in education, psychol- 
ogy and other such fields; (3) that 
the board be independent of the 
police department, which now has 
the final say on exhibition permits; 
and (4) that the board be required 
to make public an annual report of 
all its actions. 

Drive by the Civil Liberties com- 
mittee has no connection with the ex- 
hibitors or major distributors who 
have generally been well satisfied 
with the general actions of the cen- 
sor board. While there have been a 
number of cuts and some ‘adults 
only’ tags on pictures, in the main 
the distributors have found the going 
in the last few years much easier 
than it was five or six years ago 


when pictures were being sliced to | 2 
ribbons and the pink permits for , cases exhibs have added candy and | 
‘adults only’ showings were common. | toy giveaways to attract the moppet | 





Bert Bloch, Teacher 


Bert Bloch, eastern story editor 
for Samuel Goldwyn, will begin 


teaching a course in motion picture | 
writing next October at the Dra-| 


matic Workshop of the New School 
for Social Research in New York. | 
Associated with him will be Louis! 
Weitzenkorn, author of ‘Five Star 
Final’ and other stories. 

Bloch was co-author of the play, 
Dark Victory,’ and other legiters, 





‘MARYLAND’ TO KING 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Starting date for ‘Maryland,’ high- 
budgeter at 20th-Fox, has been | 
slated for Feb. 15, with Henry King 
directing. 

Background shots have already | 
been filmed in the eastern state. | 





| nees. 
‘This is the first time the motion 


give less entertainment for the same 

| price,’ Mrs. Fox said. ‘It is also the 
| first opportunity parents of all chil- 
'dren have had to express their views 
'on motion picture entertainment, and 
|their unanimous desire for better 
type, and shorter programs is sur- 
prising. 

‘Indorsements from parents of chil- 
dren of schoo] age continue to pour 
in at the rate of 500 a week. It 
shows the widespread enthusiasm for 


‘two hours of wholesome entertain- | 


ment at neighborhood theatres on 
Saturday afternoon.’ 

The length of programs at nabe 
/matinees has been growing steadily 
‘recently as each tries to outdo the 
‘other in offering more for the admis- 


sion price—usually a dime. In many 


'trade, making profits slim, if at all. 

Mrs. Fox said that if exhibs cut 
down their purchases of shorts they 
| will be able to buy better feature 
product, designed especially for mop- 
pet consumption. 


New Negro Pic Outfit 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Ted Teddy, Atlanta exchangeman. 
was named head of Dixie National 
Productions, whica will produce 





| eight all-Negro pictures and two ex- | 


ploitation specials this year. 
Jed Buell is v.p. and executive 
producer. 


KARLOFF'S COL. CHILLER 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 





and driven by Walt 
| McKeen, late M-G salesman, in the 
course of business. McKeen was 
| Klugman, who had sued for $50,- 
000 damages, will appeal. It was re- 
ported he had refused a_ $15,000 
|settlement offered by the company 
insuring Metro. 


Weak Heart Via. Holdup 





Lincoln, Feb. 6. 

A theatre holdup in Norfolk, Neb., | 
nine years ago resulted in the death | 
of A. J. Tews, former manager of 
the Granada, last week. In excellent 
physical health at the time of the 
|holdup, the scare weakened his 
heart. 

Suffering numerous attacks in the 
| past nine years, the last one brought 
on his death. 


LeMaire Agenting 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Rufus LeMaire has started in the 
‘agency biz and will specialize in a 
{limited number of personalities, also 
handling foreign films available for 
American remake. 

Currently he has deal on for an 
Italian subject on that basis. 














Andy Gets a Dusting 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 





Columbia signed Boris Karloff to | 
star in its next chiller, ‘The Man 
Who Would Not Die.’ 

Picture rolls late this week, Nick | 
Grinde piloting. 


jas a Spencer Tracy starrer, 


The Story of Andrew Johnson,’ 
historical yarn of reconstruction 
days, is being dusted off by Metro 


500 people a night playing. 

Action of the Madison churches 
had no echo in Milwaukee, however, 
although they’re in the same diocese. 
Four Catholic churches here an- 
nounced they would continue their 
games, and several private halls are 
following their lead. Newspapers 
are attacking the churches editor- 


and urging the public prosecutors to 
action. 

Milwaukee churches evidently are 
taking their cue from Archbishop 
Samuel A. Stritch, who last August 
held that bingo in churches was not 
immoral when conducted according 
to church regulations, the primary 
purpose being recreation and the un- 
expended surplus going to charitable 
or religious causes. 

Recently, however, the archbishop 
has been promoted to the late Cardi- 
nal Mundelein’s post in Chicago and 





Is Fatal 9 Years Later; 





Tale has been on the shelf since 
last summer. | 


has been out of touch with recent 
Wisconsin: developments, so the buck 
may be passed to his successor, the 


| Rt. Rev. Moses E. Kiley, due here 


shortly from the east. 





Pitt OK’s Charity Bingo 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 
Okay for bingo games here, if the 
proceeds go to charity or some other 


benefits, was announced here 
by Sheriff John Heinz of Alle- 
gheny county. However, private 


parties staged by promoters and 
gamblers will not be tolerated, Heinz 
said, adding that latest bingo situ- 
ation in this state arose as a result 
of raids made by state police on 
games promoted by ‘out-of-town’ 
sharps. 

Sheriff stated he had an ‘under- 
standing’ with District Attorney An- 
drew T. Park that neither county de- 
tectives nor deputy sheriffs would 
interfere with bingo games held by 
churches, fraternal organizations, 
volunteer firemen or veterans’ or- 
ganizations. 





TITLE CLOUD LIFTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


Hal Roach obtained a clear title to 


‘Turnabout,’ British novel by Thorn- 
ton Smith, slated to roll Feb. 19. 

Tag had been clouded by options 
on stage rights granted to two Eng- 
lish playwrights. 


ially for their defiance of the law | 


, commercials, Previously the com- 
;pany had made arrangements with 
| J. Walter Thompson for the British 
| Isles, including Ireland. 
| Under new pacts made, Press Al- 
|liance, with headquarters in Paris, 
| will handle ‘Gulliver’ licensing for 
|all countries excepting the Scandi- 
| Navian group, South America and 
| Australia, on which other deals were 
|made, together with the previously- 
closed British contract. 

Esselte, of Stockholm, gets Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark and any 
business that may be done in Fin- 
‘land. The Walley Downey agency 
will handle South America, while 
John Sands takes over for Australia 
!and New Zealand. All deals were 
set in New York through Lou 
Diamond's office, following negotia- 
tions by letter and cable. 





} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


Johnny Jones in N. Y. 
Setting Chi Oriental Pix 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
| Johnny Jones (Linick & Schaefer) 
'is in New York at present .to nego- 
tiate for the possible first-run show- 
ing of special pictures at the J. L. & 
S. Oriental, to follow ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ 
Jones is particularly endeavoring 
to get ‘Pinocchio’ since the Oriental 
has considerably more seating ¢a- 
pacity than the RKO Paiace, which 
would normally get the flicker. Jones 
is also interested in ‘Grapes of 
Wrath,’ ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ and 
‘Black Gold.’ 


Col.’s ‘Tillie’ Cartoon 
For Pix a la ‘Blondie’ 


‘Tillie the Toiler,’ comic strip by 
Russ Westover, will be transformed 
into a series of films by Columbia, 
similar to those which the company 
has made from ‘Blondie,’ another 
strip syndicated by King Features. 

Termer was inked last week by Joe 
Connolly, prez of King, and Nate 
Spingold, of Columbia, which will 
begin production as soon as casting 
is worked out. ‘Tillie’ has been syn- 
dicated for almost 20 years, and was 
published in book form by Westove! 
}in 1925. 
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MUCH NEW BLDG. 
OF FILM HOUSES 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 6. 

Schine Circuit, which operates the 
Playhouse in Canandaigua, has started 
construction of a new theatre there 
to be known as the Lake. 

William J. MacFarlane, manager of 
the Playhouse, also will manage the 
new house. 








New House in N. C. F 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 6. 

Announcement that another the- 
atre will be erected at Kannapolis, 
N. C., has been made in connection 
with the fact that the Gem, Dixie 
and Palace theatres have been leased 
to Towel City Theatres, Inc., a new 
concern recently organized. Walter 


Sweet Coin 





Detroit, Feb. 6. 

Recent order of the Skouras 
Bros. to put candy counters in 
all of their chain probably stems 
from success of this gadget in 
the Fox here. 

Manager David Idzal left for 
West Coast recently with the in- 
formation that the candy de- 


PICTURES 
BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 


cated. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) 
and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), both sec- | 
ond run, $7,500, good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Green Hell’ d} 
‘McCarthy Detective’ (U). 
terrible word-of-mouth, but drawing | 
plenty trade at $17,000 gait. Last 
week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘Flying 
Deuces’ (RKO), dual, holdovers, | 














partment here was making ap- 
proximately $10,000 a year. 


‘Friday’ Good $5,500, As 


‘Gone’ Swamps Portland 


‘Portland, Ore., Feb. 6. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ in its second 
week at the Broadway, indicates it’s 











set for at least another two weeks in | 


this burg at $1.50 top. The biz is 
colossal, running four times the av- 
erage gross for the house. 

Two other strong winning pix in 
town are ‘His Girl Friday,’ at Par- 
amount, and ‘Fighting 69th,’ in sec- 





Powell is now general manager of 
the properties now. | 


Completion of the new house will | . 


give Kannapolis a total of five film: 
theatres. 





Wilby-Kincey’s New House a sellout for $25,000. (WB) and ‘Everything Happens’| will wind uo one of the most prolific| of local Advertising Accessories of- 

Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 6. Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,-| (20th) (both second run), dual,| theatre conditioning programs here/|fice. Firm, subsidiary of National 

Criterion, one of four local Wilby- , 000: 30-35-40)—‘Married Wife’ (20th) | $6,000. in so short a time, and will represent | Screen, will handle distribution of 

Kincey houses, will be closed Feb. 1|and ‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO).| State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— | the pouring of about $100,000 into | Par, RKO and U accessories. 

and a modern, larger theatre erected | Fair $3.000. Last week ‘Mr. Wil-|‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and ‘Congo | refixing. William J. Rush, of the Barry +) 
instead, city manager Robert B. Tal- liams’ (Col) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), good Masie’ (M-G). Looks like $15,000, Being a grocer, banker, farmer, house staff for last three years, made ip 
a hee d ; $3,600. or better. Last week, ‘Housekeeper’ | and former floor leader of the Ne- | assistant to Mannie Greenwald, who 1F 
bert has announced. — Dice Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.500;;(UA) and ‘Music Heart’ (Col),| braska uni-camera legislature, isn’t’ manages spot for William Skirball if 
Asheville’s $90,000 city auditorium | 30-35-40)—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) | $14,000, good. enough for W. H. (Bill) Diers, who | outfit. ai 
has been completed and San Carlo {and ‘Call Messenger’ (U). Average ‘aie runs the Gresham, 250-seater in if 


Opera Co. booked as first attraction, 
opening Jan. 31. Carl R. Bamford, 
operating Publix-Bamford Theatres, | 
Inc., has charge. 





| 





New Bryan, 0., Nabe (Mono) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), . 7? a tout Peer Gt ee eae ee 
Bryan, O., Feb. 6. with vaude. Fair $4,000. Last week, ih é head UMPTO for 1940. Other of- Reopen in Huntingt 
The new Bryan here is scheduled “Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U) and ‘Con- 9 ficers renamed at the last meeting Huntington Ind *Feb 6 : 
to open tomorrow (30), seating ap- $3.800- (RKO), with vaude, n.g. 'were: George P. Aarons. secretary| Dark for ponies 6 weeks while re- 
proximately 1,000. This house and | "pa-amount (Hamrich-Evergreen) 7 . > ,and counsel; Morris Spiers, treas- | modeling, the Jefferson has reopened. i 
the Weslin, at Massillon, O., which (3000: 30-35-40)—‘Girl Friday’ (Col) one S ‘urer; Edward Jefferies and .:-Wil- |The Huntington, operated by the same } 
opens Feb. 7, and is approximately | and : na” liam Greenfield, vice-presidents, and | company, will be closed soon for re- 


the same size, were constructed and 


ond week at Parker’s UA. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway’ (Parker) 
$1.50) — ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding- up to nearly same terrific 
biz that marked first week. Second 
set for $22,000. First week virtually 


$2.300. Last week, ‘Swanee River’ 
(20th) and ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), | 
good enough $2,500. following two! 
good weeks at Liberty. 

Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15-30-40)—‘Gentleman Arizona’ 


‘Night Nights’ Getting 
better than average $5,500. Last 





will be operated by the Ellan Ess/| 
Corp., of which William Skirball, | 
Cleveland, is president. | 





week. ‘Remember Night’ (Par) and 
‘Music Heart’ (Col), good enough 
$4,800. 








(2,000; 75- | 


| very good, $16,200. j 
| Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | 
'40-55)—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘High! 
| School’ (20th) (2d wk). Headed for 
' $22,000, or better. First week very | 
big $32,000. ‘Dr. I. Q.’ on stage Mon- | 
day nights has been inflating grosses | 
'for four weeks. 

| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.10- | 
| $1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (7th wk). Still ; 
powerful, but beginning to sag. 
slightly during weekdays, especially | 
matinees. This week will mean 
about $27,000. Last week $33,000. | 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35-_ 
40-55)—‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Night 
Nights’ (Par). Tallying tepid $7,000. 
|Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and 
|‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), both 2d run, 
/ very good, $9,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G) (continued run from Par and 
Fenway). Will take about $7,000, 
very good. Last week, ‘Four Wives’ 








‘Herbert’ Classy 


| 


| 





Louisville, Feb. 6. 





VARIETY 





Liberty Circuit of Boston Adds 5 


Houses; Theatre-Exchange Moves 





Boston, Feb. 6. 
Liberty Theatres Corp., of this city. 
has acquired from Winchester 
mus. Co. five houses _ located 
in Springfield, Mass. Theatres in- 
cluded are the Phillips, Strand, Lib- 
erty, Jefferson and Garden. 

'C is operated by Herman Rifkin, 
former Republic franchise holder, 
and his son, Julius. They have in- 
terests in the Suffolk and Majestic, 
Holyoke, and the Academy in Noarth- 
ampton. 





Hellerich’s New Berth 
Lincoln, Feb. 6. 

Harold Hellerich, formerly man- 
ager of the Varsity, Lincoln, Neb., 
has now joined the Ralph Goldberg 
string of nabes in Omaha as a house 
manager. 

With improvement and remodeling 
accomplished at the Nebraska and 
the Lincoln during the past year, 
J. H. Cooper, Par’s partner in Lin- 
coln, Neb.. will shortly take the 
Stuart, 1.884-seater, out of operation 
to give it an extensive re-dress. This 


Gresham, Neb. 
Filed this week for lieutenant gov- 
ernor (D). 





Reelect Lewen Pizor 


eae to go into private business in 


Construction of new theatre at 
Trumansberg started. Site for new 
house at Fredonia, N. Y., acquired. 
Weather conditions tied up film 
shipping and sales operations in the 
Buffalo-Syracuse territory last week, 
several houses in small towns un- 
able to open due to blizzard. 





Helfant’s Acquisition 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 

Avenue theatre in Brackenridge 
has been sold by Allegheny Theatre 
Enterprises to Melvin Helfant, new 
young’ exhibitor, who formerly 
worked at Kenyon, indie house on 
Northside, who las renamed it the 
Valley and now extensively re- 
modeling. Among those withdraw- 
ing their interests in the nabe site 
are A. Gibson, N. Dipson and D. 
Serrao. 

John Scott, former Par ad sales 
manager in Chicago, arrived over 
weekend to take over management 





Salesman’s House 
Des Moines, Feb. 6. 
Harry Herman, Warner Bros. sales- 
man here, leased the Firemen’s the- 








Charles Segall, chairman of the 
board of managers. 
A check for $3,833 was presented 


by the Philadelphia Will Rogers Me- 





atre, New Hampton, Ia., for 10 years 





modeling. 





Dare’s New Nabe 
Los Angeles. Feb. 6. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000;| Holdovers are still plenty potent, | morial Fund to the infantile pa-| Richard Dare opened his new Vil- 

30-35-40)—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Oh, with ‘Gone With the Wind’ launching |ralysis drive. The presentation was | lage, Claremont, 725-seater. 
Toledo’s New One Johnny’ (U) (2d wk.). Strong | into a healthy second week at Loew’s| made by Frank P. McNamee, chair-|_ John DeCosta upped to head 
Toledo, O., Feb. 6. $4,800. First week over the top for State. Newspapers carried story|man of the fund, and Charles Za-| booker at Columbia’s Los Angeles 
Construction of a new theatre on | $5,700. that ‘Gone’ played to 45,500 admis- grans, representing the Variety Club. | €xchange, succeeding Ralph Dostil, 


Superior street, in downtown Toledo, | 
has begun, with the razing of the: 
present six-story building now in| 








‘Mice’ Biting Good 44,G _ 


sions on first seven-day stanza, 
which breaks all records for a pic 
in this town. Some ‘letters to the| 
editor’ complained about inability of 





Al Zimbalist, Warner exploitation 
boss, and Jack Lexey, Broadway, 
shared $300 prize money for winning 
second place in Columbia's contest 


resigned. 


Seed Gets Albany House 
Alpany, Feb. 6. 
George Seed, former manager of a 








pevgress. Wat seat S08. | In Port.; ‘Gone,’ 2d, 30G bongs my pal ag Pvwaar ge ee eee for ‘Only Angels Have Wings.’ Utica theatre, has been appointed 

$ i ™ * ° : e 4 

| Detroit, Feb. 6. Thus burg is still agog over ‘Gone| ‘Fighting 69th,’ at Mary Anderson, | —— pn gap tg tse olga Sd fr eae viihiiinied ti, Cok Cisine 
‘ Theatreless suburb of Detroit | With the Wind,’ currently in second | is still hot and apparently not hurt | (parle Stiefel 4 dion Gabind. tee. . 
Farmington, finally is going to get | week at Fifth Avenue. Earlier cal-|in the least by ‘Gone’ across the | M a Po tol mundi sdiiansiiainde 

| a thnue Aeanetanad : /culations were upset in_ initial’ street. ‘Victor Herbert’ looks good | yer . ’, — = , Sehneon Welds Onc 

| uae, ssociated Theatres has | stanza, which clicked for all-time at Rialto, pulling class trade. {naw SOnneees wie Seeoe seers San Antonio, Feb. 6 


started work on its newest project, 
a 600-seater. 





Metro’s Cairo Preem 

Cairo, Jan. 20. 

Metro opens its new deluxe 1,600- | 
seater here Feb. 1. House is air- | 
conditioned, and is the initial theatre | 
venture by M-G in Egypt. ‘The! 
Hardys Out West’ is opening bill. | 
Adolph Buehrig is here from Dur- 
ban to supervise the house opening. 








Drive-In Theatre 
Cleveland, Feb. 6. 
Mid-West Drive-In Theatre, Inc., 
has leased a tract of land in Brook 





record $31,000, $3,000 above most op- 
timistic estimates. Looks oke for 


'coupla more weeks at this house, 


with possible moveoyer for extended | 
run at Music Box, another Hamrick- 
Evergreen house. 

Some local maritime unions 
(largely C.I.0.) voted to put ‘Gone’ 
on ‘don't patronize’ list. However, 
the 15,000 members involved didn’t 


;seem to cause a ripple, if any. To 


| Offset this, Seattle Labor Council 
{(AFL), the big union central body 
| here, entered the battle on the side 
{of the picture. 

‘Fighting 69th’ is other opus in 
; town going places, holding at Palo- 
mar. Liberty is hitting the come- 
back trail with ‘His Girl Friday.’ 


Temperature has. upped 
again in circulation, after practically | 
a month of hugging the fireside. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s Fourth Avenue) | 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘ Hunchback’| 
(RKO). Returned here after a pretty | 
good week at Rialto first week in 
January. Going along at medium | 
pace, probably $1,800. Last week, 


several | Service, recuperating at eeagpine ne | 

BiknG ‘ ; | hospital from severe burns suffere ; 
degrees and plenty of patrons are | P lin Anson, Spur and Pilot Point, has 
veteran film man| Closed his Rex at Rochester, Texas. 
Screen | Johnson, together with B. F. Dye of 
| Sweetwater, looking for a new loca- 


in explosion of boiler at his hotel. 

Myer Coleman, 
associated with National 
Service for the past 10 years, was 
seriously burned when a heater ex- 
ploded at the hotel in which he lives. 
He is recovering at the Hahnemann 
hospital, 





‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘City Chance’ | 
(20th) fair $1,700. | 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Right Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Barricade’, Monogram Picts. now associated with 
(20th). Okay $1,500. Last week,!the Noticiario Cinematografico Su- 
‘Housekeeper’ (UA) and ‘Allegheny ban, Cuban newsreel produced joint- 
Uprising’ (RKO), good $1,600. ly by station CMQ and El Crisol, 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 75, daily. 
$1.26) ‘Gone’ (M-G). Still going | 


Garrett’s Cuban Newsreel 
Havana, Feb. 6. 
Charles B. Garrett, recently with 


.R. A. Johnson, operator of houses 


| tion to open another house. 

J. G. Long has purchased the Plaza, 
| Teague, Texas, from R. B. Weatherall 
|of Madisonville. Long operates the 
Star and Ritz there. He plans to 
close the Ritz in the near future. 
Floyd Faubion remains as manager 
for houses in Teague for Long. 





Rowlands’ Lease , 
Columbus, Feb. 6. 
Fred Rowlands, owner of the Main 
| and Parsons, has taken over the nabe 
Hollywood theatre under a 10-year 





Park Village for 15 years, on which! First-runs this week Garrett is in charge of distribution . 
Riches, ’ s : ‘ go _ onto : 5 lease. Owner is J. T. Mendenhall, 
& drive-in theatre will be erected to! higher price scale, the 27¢ all-day Strong on three-a-day pee ae will | of the newsreel. | former operator, Ralph Reisinger. 
accommodate 800 automobiles. imatinees giving way at 1 and 2 p.m. ens — 33,000. Last ’ a, | ae |The 500-seater will be completely 

|to 37c, and the 42c night price com- kine nay A . ast WEEE, 2 Change Hands . | remodeled. 

|}ing an hour earlier. - —— ‘ : Detroit, Feb. 6. Robert and Walter Herrell, owners 
by ea em : ’ Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; : a . Z agent as ; idle a then 
Come On Out, Doc, Estimates for This Week 15-30-40)—"69th’ (WB). Still plenty Two ast Side nabes were ac-| of the Avalon, Cleves, are replacing 
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Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) quired by circuits here last week.| the old house with a new 500-seat 


strong and apparently not feeling op- 


. 9 © a © a! , 7; . | . - a . - 9 
The Shootin Ss Over (850; 27-37-42 )—'Green Hell (U) a “a ‘c ; : In Frontenac, W isper & Wets- | theatre. Work will start at once on 
, ‘Hish Sc > (20th) -eover POsish from ‘Gone’. With better,“ © to se. taking | pc 
: ? Hollywood, Feb. 6. |from Paramount, ‘Looks like only Weather in its favor, should easily Man 4004 Joon Oipell, dr, son of |) sve en —_ 
: Production of Paramount's Tech- $1,500, poor. Last week, ‘Victor Her- $7000 Od $v, . as » Ss ‘ine tate owner. | OMAHA 
nicolor fantasy, ‘Dr. Cyclops,’ wound | Dert (Par) and ‘Henry Arizona Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 15- The Dawn was taken over from the | 


up after more than nine months of 


(M-G) (2d wk.), mild $2,300. 


30-40)—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and | Homer Warren Realty Co. by Barney | 


shootins Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) [,,.. nae ; : ilbride. mer of a small circuit | . ; 
oi i j (1,900; 21-32) — ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) iota se ae Ge ee on rg ee are going to get} ene: Sraek pee Sy 
, ire will be ready for preview | and ‘Daytime Wife’ (20th) (2d run). ! : .s ass ti s a a ait | cca aesiene semnmliniine, | (WB), dual. Poorish $5,500. Last 
n about two weeks. Hitting around $3,000, good. Last $8 500 "Sue aa na ge Pte Nisht’| _ aria week, ‘Housekeeper’ (UA) and 
—_———————— |week, ‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) "sou. <5, oo ; ’ a | |Emergency Squad’ (Par), $6,000, 
‘and °20.000 Men’ (20th) (2d run) (Par) and ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par), Raze House | average 
, Horses Every Which Way oe $3 100 _ — e@ run’, okay $6,500. Ca Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 6. | Orpheum (Blank) (3.000: 10-25-40) 
; wat > eee , ; Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400;15-! Criterion. 0..e of four local Wilby-|__.. " r Eioh School’ 
L | Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- . curs he te: , U 1 ae bacrgghe 7 —‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘High Schoo 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. o ) (2.349: 75 $1 15-$1.50 )—‘Gone’ 30-40) Invisible Man ( ) an Kincey houses, darkened and will be | (20th ) N g $6,000 Last week 
' Roy Rogers’ western schedule at |{M-G) (Jd wk.), Still hitting the | Danser, Wheels’ (U). | Should get torn down to make way for a larger |«Secret_ Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Nick 
L Republic has been rearranged be- | high places. roaring along for indi- | racer ng than ca Wit ae pest and more modern theatre, city man- | Garter’ (M-G), $6,000, poor. 
] Cause of the delay in the production | cated $30,000. Last week, $31,000, Ma: . Wenttet Talk’ (20th) i ager Bob Talbert announces. Paramount (Blank) (3.000: 75-1.10- 
¥ Dark Command,’ halted because broke all records. $2 300 - ; ee 1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
i — Trevor‘s illness. | Liberty (J-vH) (21-32-42)—‘Girl aaa Shea Shifts act after first week of $23,000, 
ift calls for ‘Buffalo Bill, Plains- Friday’ (Col). Big campaign for ace $$$ —$________— - Dover, O., Feb. 6. terrific. 
man’ to be shot immediately after offering, after two weeks of ‘bar- , : ; Paul Weltin, five months manager | , State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 
‘Command’ taki : ' gains,’ bringing immense $10.000. takes. Indicates big $5,500. Last of the Bexley here, promoted to | Thin Man (M-G) and Daytime 
vada City,’ aking the place of ‘Ne- \Poct week (10-16-27), ‘Miracle Main week. $9,000. managership of the Shea, Conneaut, | Wife’ (20th). Poor $600. Last week, 
. or ity,” which will be filmed St’ (Col) and ‘Fugitive Large’ (Col) Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) cicceeded here by D. Duty. trans.) Reno’. (RKO), a first-run, and 
: > eg] followed by ‘The Ranger and | not bad at $3,200. ’ (3,049: 27-37-42) — ‘Shop Around’ fo. eq from Marietta. si ‘Amazing Williams’ (Col), dual, split 
y ay. | Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) (M-G) and_ a bag bd touis Priend. eesistant of the da big ge A do pod a? 
j A nce eae | (850; 27-37-42)—"Mice and | Men a" Green nel CU) a “High Union at nearby New Philadelphia, | 5.7. visaltnanl po 
‘ PAR'S MUSICAL CAMP PIC [{UA). Paced. to reach big $t se ev ool’ (20th), $5,900, big. transferred to Marietta, under the “Tewy (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
y Hollywood, Fe d ‘Missing Evidence’ (U-) Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— |cnhanses mace by & &. \srainger,'—Carson City’ (Rep), ‘Scandal 
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Setve as technical advisor. 


‘at this house, but ‘69th’ has what it, 


$2,000, fair. 20th-Fox here for past 12 years, re- 


Wrong’ (RKO), tripler, $850, fairish. 
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Louella Parsons Lines Up Endorsees 
For Woodbury (Magazines, Radio) 





Charles Boyer’s program (NBC- 
red, Wednesday) will probably have 
as guests most of the femme film 
names that Woodbury facial cream 
has tied up for testimonials in a 
magazine campaign which starts 
with the April issues. The testi- 
monial bevy consists of Hedy La- 
marr, Joan Bennett, Linda Darnell, 
June Lang, Anita Louise, Annabella, 
Claire Trevor, Andrea Leeds and 
Anne Shirley. 

The job of lining up the screen 
celebs was handled by Louella Par- 
sons, gossip columnist. Miss Par- 
sons was reported to have received 
$10,000 for the chore, but Lennen & 
Mitchell, agency on the account, 
stated last week that half that figure 
would be closer to the actual price. 


RADIO PROJECT 
TO COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY 


Publication of a report by Hadley 
Cantril on the Orson Welles ‘Mars 
Panic’ incident will be the final act 
of the Princeton Radio Project, 
which will thereupon dissolve. Sup- 
ported by Rockefeller funds, the Ra- 
dio Project, which looks into things 
scientifically, will reappear at Co- 
lumbia University. 

Paul Lazarsfeld and Frank Stan- 
‘ton, who were on the Princeton gov- 
erning committee, will move to Co- 
lumbia, but Cantril will not. Ly- 
man Bryson and Robert S. Lynd, of 
the Columbia faculty, will also serve 
on the new setup. 








Princeton University itself Wwas| while on way to fill engagement at |Niles Trammel Out—Martha McGrew 


never particularly enthusiastic about 
the Radio Project. 


SALES STAFF SHIFTS 
AT NBC, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Realignment in NBC here gives 
James J. Neale, commercial sales 
traffic manager, additional duties as 
regular staff salesman handling net- 
work accounts now supervised by 
manager Harry Kopf and assistant 
sales manager Paul McCluer. 


With Neale taking on extra duties, 
the bulk of sales traffic will be 
handled by Floyd Van Etten who has 
been in charge of local and spot sales 
traffic. E. A. Stockmar takes over 
Van Etten’s previous job while Frank 
Golder replaces Stockmar as pro- 
gram traffic chief, and L. E. Douglas, 
of Artists Service staff, takes over 
Golder’s previous assignment in 
charge of night traffic. 


Can Serve CBS Via KIRO 


Seattle, Feb. 6. 

In a decision handed down Friday 
(2) the State Supreme Court refused 
to review its previous decision that 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
can be served with court summons 
in a damage suit through service on 
station KIRO, as its agent and af- 
filiate. CBS had contended that the 
Seattle station was an independent 
contractor rather than its agent. 


The damage suit, filed by the 
Waldo Hospital Association, charges 
that it was damaged by a broadcast 
which originated in St. Louis and 
carried by the Seattle station as a 
CBS link. A Waldo General Hospital 
is located here. 














Straight Quits WHB 


Kansas City, Feb. 6. 

M. H. ‘Mouse’ Straight leaves Sta- 
tion WHB this week after seven 
years of service in the sales and 
publicity departments. He joins the 
Ferry-Hanley agency. as continuity 
and ad writer, filling a vacancy left 
by Newton Cross, who goes to the 
McCann-Erickson offices in the east. 

Bob Caldwell and Frank Barheidt 
of the news department will split up 
Straight’s publicity work at WHB 
temporarily. 


Nor Columnists 





Vera Vague quipped on the 
Chase & Sanborn program Sun- 
day: 

‘Television will never replace 
the old-fashioned keyhole.’ 


aeeeeeaitiadinenis 


GENERAL MILLS 
BIBLE STORY 


General Mills will bankroll a new 
dramatic strip beginning March 18, 
probably over NBC red (WEAF). 
Called ‘The Light of the World,’ it 
will be sub-billed. ‘The Day-to- 
Day Story of the Living Bible’ and 
will have modern dialog and ‘hu- 
manized’ characters, although retain- 
ing the Biblical settings, dress, cus- 
toms, etc. It will plug Gold Medal 
flour, replacing the ‘Betty and Bob’ 
dramatic serial, which goes off the 
air after carrying the General Mills 
label for eight years. 


Transamerican will produce it, 
with the director, writers, cast and 
so on not set. 


WMBC M.C. Loses Injury 
Suit Based on Claim 
Of Smartalec Driving 




















Detroit, Feb. 6. 
Chuck Stanley (Charles O'Rourke), 
m.c. at WMBEC here, must pay $5,000 


damages to Helen Louise Stong, radio 


and nitery entertainer, for facial in- 
juries suffered when Stanley's car 
Slid into a ditch on Aug. 28, 1938, 


Milford, Mich. Stanley is m.c. of the 
‘Happy Hour Club’ at WMBC. 


In the circuit court case, Miss 
Stong and Ethel Verlee, another per- 
former who was riding in car, testi- 
fied that Stanley ‘tried to be funny’ 
by applying brakes suddenly and 
throwing them from rear seat. On 
one occasion, they said, he looked 
back to see what happened and 
missed a curve in the road, the car 
hitting a tree. Medical testimony re- 
vealed that Miss Stong’s nose was 
almost torn from her face and was 
saved only through plastic surgery. 
The court held that, since Stanley 
had booked the Milford engagement, 
he was Miss Stong’s employer and 
therefore responsible. 

Miss Verlee, also injured in crash, 
plans to sue Stanley also. Miss Stong 
had sued for $25,000. 


Orth Bell’s Bally Gets 


Him a Banking Sponsor 


Publicity in the trade and lay 
press last week attracted a commer- 
cial for Orth Bell, the fugitive from 
Jersey City who does a radio-spoof- 
ing skit as ‘Uncle Jonathan.’ He has 
started a daily session for Madison 
Personal Loan over WMCA, N. Y. 
Klinger agency set the deal with 
Mike Fiore, Bell’s manager. 


Former series on CBS mid-after- 
noons washed up last week. 





‘Cavalcade’ Moving 
To Big Chi Opera 
House for ‘Lincoln’ 


Dupont’s ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
will use the Chicago Civic opera 
house with 3,500 seats for the special 
Feb. 13 broadcast with Raymond 
Massey as Lincoln and other mem- 
bers of the ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
cast. The legit players will appear 
in costume, coming directly from the 
theatre. Radio script will be based 
on Carl Sandburg’s ‘The War Years,’ 
which was published some weeks 
ago in completed form. 

Over 1,000 school teachers will at- 
tend the Chicago broadcast, for 
which B. B. D. & O. is putting on a 
big ballyhoo. Talbot Johns and Ruth 
Barry, of the agency ballyhoo staff, 
have made several trips to Chicago. 
For the broadcast itself, William A. 
Hart, of Dupont, Arthur Pryor and 
Homer Fickett, of the agency, will go 
west, 


CBS’ EUROPEAN REPS 
STILL BIG TOURISTS 


Mary Marvin Breckenridge, CBS 
‘roving reporter,’ recently has been 
heard on broadcasts from Berlin. 
Previously, Miss Brenkenridge did 
some miking from London, with Ed- 
ward R. Murrow, chief of Columbia's 
European staff, and from Ireland. 
William L. Shirer, CBS’ top man in 
Germany, was away from Berlin, 
his transatlantics originating at a 
winter sports center in Southern 
Germany. He and Murrow, who has 
been ill and for whom Erland Eck- 
land has been substituting in Lon- 
don, were together in Holland for a 
time. 

Max Jordan, NBC's’ European 
boss, is back on the job in Berlin, 
returning there from Switzerland. 
Warren Irvin and John Raleigh 
pinch hit for him. 














FLU HITS NBC 





in Hospital 





Personnel in the top executive of- 
fices of NBC was hit last week by 
an epidemic of influenza. Lenox R. 
Lohr’s personal staff felt it the hard- 
est. Each of his secretaries had to 
take to bed from the germ, with 
one of them, Martha McGrew, being 
removed to the White Plains hospi- 
tal. 

Niles Trammel, executive v. p., was 
kept away from his office the past 
week also because of a flu attack. 


Chas. Morin to KSFO 
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. Chain Income From Time Sales 





1940 
Tanuary oeoessseccee $3,588,989 


1940 


January ....... $317,729 


1940 — 
January cecoccecccee $3,496,393 


1940 
$908,815 


January Covecseceeccs 


COLUMBIA 
MUTUAL 


NBC-RED 





NBC-BLUE 


1939 1938 1937 
$2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378. 629 
1939 1938 1937 
$315,078 $269,894 $213,749 
1939 1938 1937 
$3,211,161 $2,634,763 $2,374,633 
1939 1938 1937 
$822,739 $1,158,753 $1,167,366 








‘LUNCHEON AT WALDORF’ 


Camel Has Flossy Program With 
Iika Chase as Hostess 








Camel cigaret is going in for the 
swank association angle as far as 
radio advertising is concerned. The 
program has been tagged ‘Luncheon 
at the Waldorf’ and will make its 
debut on the NBC-blue Feb. 24. It’s 
a Saturday matinee spot, 1:30-2 p.m., 
and involves a hookup of 44 stations. 

Idea of the session is to invite 
what is described as 50 prominent 
persons and have the legit actress, 
Ilka Chase, not only serve as m.c 
but interview some of the pre-desig- 
nated guests. There will also be an 
orchestra. William Esty is the 
agency. 


ELLERY QUEEN 
UP FOR GULF 


It was reported yesterday (Tues- 
day) that Columbia was on the verge 
of selling its Sunday night sustainer 
‘The Adventures of Ellery Queen’ to 
Gulf Oil as a half hour show to re- 
place the Screen Guild session in 
April. The Guild program started 
on CBS in January, 1939. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency 
on the account. 











Marcella Burke Writing 
On ‘Sister’; Zasu Pitts 
Joins Cast of Serial 


Marcella Burke, film and legit 
writer, has joined the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan scripting staff and is one of 
those working on the ‘Big Sister’ 
daily serial. She wrote the Deanna 








San Francisco, Feb. 6. 
Lincoln Dellar, new general man- 
ager of KSFO, has appointed Charles 
E. Morin as station’s sales manager 
effective Feb. 12. 


Morin moves over from CBS 
where he has been sales represen- 
tative in Frisco. Dellar contemplates 
no other changes in KSFO ales 
force. 


Dellar was given his intro to local 
radio and advertising men at a 
luncheon in his honor at the Mark 


persons were present, including Mef- 
ford Runyon, Herbert Akerberg and | 
Don Thornburgh, all of CBS, as well 


as Wesley Dumm, owner of KSFO. 
Thornburgh acted as toastmaster. 








Opera-on-Tour Decision Evokes 
Much Discussion in Business World: 








Counsel for Opera-on-Tour, Inc., 
has not decided whether an appeal 
will be taken from the Appellate Di- 
vision’s decision holding that the 
musicians (AFM) and _ stagehands 
(IATSE) union had a right to join 
in refusing to service an enterprise 
involving technological changes 
contributing to further unemploy- 
ment. Opera-on-Tour has 60 days in 
which to file an appeal. It is under- 
stzod that employer groups are in- 
terested in having the case carried 
to the highest court, if necessary, 
for a more favorable adjudication of 
the issues involved. 








turing interests have since the hand- | 
ing down of the Appellate Divison’s 
finding voiced the opinion that the | 
Opera-on-Tour case should not have | 
been fought on the basis of a labor | 
question. They hold that the action | 
should have been brought under the 
anti-trust laws. It would, they say, 
have more of a chance for perma- 
nent success, especially in view of 
Thurman Arnold’s recent utterances. 
The assistant U. S. attorney general 
contends that employers should be 
protected from having to hire un- 
necessary labor and that unions 
should be stayed from resisting by 
such means the march of technologi- 





Lawyers for important manufac- 





cal progress. 


Hopkins hotel Friday. Over et. | 


Durbin picture, ‘Mad Abovt Music,’ 
; and collaborated on the recent Ruth 
| Chatterton play, ‘Tonight We Dance.’ 
| Zasu Pitts joins the cast of ‘Big 
| Sister’ next Monday (12), playing a 
|Character part, not herself. Alice 
'Frost, co-star of the series, has 
'signed for another year, but gets a 
‘couple of vacations to go to the 
|Coast to see her husband, Robert 
Foulk, Warner Bros. director. 


| 


|Theatre Man Billy Elson 
Doing a Radio Spell 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 

Billy Elson, lessee of the Seventh 
Street theatre and once on VARIETY’s 
Chicago staff, will pinch-hit for 
Merle Potter, Times-Tribune film 
critic, on the Atwood coffee program 
while the latter takes his usual Hol- 
lywood trek. 

Elson, who has won a name for 
himself in this section as a toast- 
master, will comment on film affairs 
generally and will conduct a quiz. 
Program goes out over WCCO, local 
Columbia station, every Wednesday 
at 8:30 p.m. 








| Menjou-Teasdale Offered 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Plattered version of the French 
sleuth tale, ‘Arsene Lupin,’ with 
Adolphe Menjou and Verree Teas- 
dale, is making the rounds of 
agencies, 
Oscar Bradley directs the music. 





‘Ma Brown’ on WNAX-WMT-KRNT 
Des Moines, Feb. 6. 
‘Meet Ma Brown,’ hillbilly quiz 
contest series, has been sold to 
WNAX-WMT-KRNT for Occident 
Flour millers. 
Mitchell agency of Minneapolis 
handled, 


1940°S START 
BRISK FOR 
WEBS 


NBC and Columbia established 
new all-time highs with their time 
sales income for last month. NBC's 
billings were $4,405,208, while CBS 
got $3,588,989. Compared to the 
grosses for the like month of 1939, 
CBS this time had a margin of 
34.2%. NBC was up 9.2% and Mue 
tual, 0.8%. 

The NBC-red’s share of the $4,405,« 
208 was $3,496,393 and the blue link’s, 
$908,815. These figures represented 
a boost of 8.9% for the red and 
10.5% for the blue when compared 
to their allocated billings of Janu- 
ary, 1939. 

NEC is using a different system in 
distinguishing between red and blue 
income. Under the previous are 
rangement the credit would go to 
the basic network used even though 
most of the supplementaries were 
identified with the sister link. Now 
the accrediting depends on how the 
individual station is identified on the 
network’s rate card. In other words, 
the allocations will be treated on 
the basis of individual stations, with 
the blue getting credit for the blue 
stations used and the red being as- 
signed the billings on stations listed 
as red on the rate cards. In the 
event a station is listed as optional 
the credit will go to the red network. 

Columbiz likewise has introduced 
a change in its billings compilation. 
From now it will deduct from the 
gross figure the rebates allowed 
clients for time recaptured for news 
broadcasts, such as the Elmer Davis 
summaries. These rebates amount to 
around $56,000. 


OBOLER SPOTS THREE 
PLAYS IN ONE WEEK 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Arch Oboler, the one-man literary 
factory, has three plays on the radio 
big-time this week. Spotted ‘Happy 
Year’ as a Claudette Colbert tricycle 
on ‘Good News.’ Group Theatre does 
his ‘Wedding Present’ on the Kate 
Smith hour. And the author's own 
NBC series rounds out the week's 
third, ‘Special to Hollywood,’ on Sat- 
urday (10). 

He’s whipped out 400 radio scripts 
in five years. 


Haydn Evans in N. Y. 


Haydn Evans, general manager of 
WHBY and WTAQ, Green Bay, mak- 
ing his first N. Y. trip on behalf of 
the Wisconsin duo. 


Evans until recently was commer- 
cial manager of WNAX, the Cowles 
airer in Yankton. He is also part- 
owner of the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ stanza 
and is peddling a couple of new pro- 
gram ideas. 

















P. & G. Show on WMAQ 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
Procter & Gamble, through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency; 


will spot a new program on WMA@Q 
here starting March 4, at 11 a. ™. 
Will be a five-a-week 
plug the Dreft product. 

Agency not yet set on actual pro- 
gram for the spot, and has ceveri! 
now under consideration. 
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CLUBWOMEN VS. DRUDGES 


RADIO 





_— a 


Afternoon Flops Recalled 


Even though the radio industry tends to resent the clubwomen’s in- 
gatiable love of publicity and constant readiness to provide pat quo- 
tations for the press (see adjoining columns) the recent bombardment 
against the daytime weepers will soon result in some changes. Broad- 
casters themselves brought up the question before the clubwomer did. 
Network thought is known to be moving in the direction of breaking 
up the solid sequences of serials with music or other entertainment 

riations. 

""Meantime, however, the clubwomen will be reminded that ‘A’ and 
*B’ homes have seldom showed any willingness to applaud or support 
pretentious daytime revues, musicales or other non-serial entertain- 
ments. Several historic flops are being recalled in this connection, 





BAPS AT RADIO 
GET THE SPACE 


Latest Uproar Over Daytime 
" S | 
Serials for Housewives'| 
Closely Follows  Club-| 


women’s Victory in Kid 
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Culture-Laden Blue 


Ad agency men score a point on the clubwomen by pointing out 





that for cultural and informative radio fare during the day, club- --— 


women have merely to skip over the stations carrying the serials and 
tune in one of the NBC-blue outlets. Their choice of that class of pro- 
a 11:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. on that link couldn’t be much more 
varied. 

Following are some of the blue sustainers which are carried regu- 
larly during the week and which have yet to bring bags of laudatory 
comment for being ‘different’ for the effort and expense put into them: 

‘Between the Bookends with Ted Malone.’ 

‘Adventures in Reading.’ 

‘Gallant American Women.’ 





notably Columbia’s costly hour of some years ago. 


Radio programs experimentally 


aimed to hit the higher levels of 


women listeners may be anticipated presently. 











War, Espionage Themes Barred As 
‘Superman’ Goes on Transcriptions 








Hecker Products is putting out 
its version of ‘Superman,’ newspaper 
adventure strip, in transcription 
form, with 10 stations slated to start 
the series Feb. 12, The program, 
which had been turned down by the 
networks, will in its disc produc- 
tions avoid anything smacking of 
war or espionage. Erwin-Wasey, 
agency on the account, reports that 
the initial set of recordings were 
submitted to the Child Study As- 
sociation of America and both the 
theme and the treatment were ap- 
proved from the kid’s angle. 

The stations on the list are 
WOR, New York; WJAR, Provi- 
dence; WBZ-WBZA, Boston-Spring- 
field; WFBL, Syracuse; WHAM, 
Rochester; WGY, Schenectady; WGBI 
Scranton; WGR, Buffalo; WCAU, 
Phiiadelphia, and WTIC, Hartford. 


WORLD DUSTS 
OFF GOLD 
GROUP 


World Broadcasting System has 
dusted off its Gold Group Network 
idea and is back offering the sta- 
tions a recorded campaign which it 
will handle for the Tintex Co. 
through the Charles M. Storm 
agency. The program involved is 
‘Helpful Harry’s Household Hints.’ 

World previously had this pro- 
gram tied up with American wash- 
ing machine manufactureers on a 








a ad 


HARBINGER OF SPRING 


Benjamin Moore Interior Decorating 
Show Due Feb. 24 

Benjamin Moore Paints returns to 
the NBC red Feb. 24 with its usual 
15-minute program of interior deco- 
rating patter. 

Account has contracted for the 
Saturday 10:30-10:45 -. m. period and 
43 stations. 








Sales Dept. Reorganized 
At WMEC by J. L. Booth 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 
Except for complete reorganization 


portant personnel changes have thus 
far been effected by John Lord 
Booth, scion of Booth newspaper 
family, who recently bought control- 





‘ling interest in WMBC here for $125,- 


000. Hi Steed continues as studio 
manager, Eddie Clark as chief engi- 
neer, 
nouncer and Al Gross as director of 
studio band. 

Considerable improvements are be- 
|ing made in the mechanical and 
broadcasting ends, however, chief 
changes being installation of a new 
quarter-wave’ radiator atop’ the 
Boulevard building and addition of 
new transmitter to take care of sta- 
tion’s expanded 250-watt power. 

‘Detroit’s home station’ is 
|slogan appended to each _ station 
jidentity announcement, and emphasis 
is continued on newscasts, sport 
events and foreign-language pro- 
grams. WMBC has just signed for 
International News reports and has 
added a couple new transcription 
services. ‘Old Op’ry House’ show, 
along with its Happy Hour, is being 


cooperative participation basis. Un-" oontinued: Prudence Butterfield con- 


der the Gold Group proposition, 
which at its innovation aroused 
much antagonism among_ station 
reps, World collects 15% from the 
accepting stations, with the money 
applied to recording and advertis- 
ing costs as well as World’s service 
profit, 





Rockwell Has Separate 
Deal to Represent 
Feldman Clients for Air 


General Amusement Corp. (Rock- 
well) has closed a deal with the 
Feldman-Blum Agency and Charles 
K. Feldman, Inc., whereby GAC will 
Tepresent the former's artists in the 
east on radio and personal appear- 
ance bookings, and the Coast agents 
will do the talking for General 
Amusement talent around the film 
Studios, 

Alliance does not affect GAC’s 

Ollywood office, since the latter 


confines itself to band and radio busi- 
ness 





Toledo NBC’s 183rd 


WTOL, Toledo, makes the 183rd 








Station on the NBC list. It joins Feb. | 
48 a supplementary station to the | 


basic blue, 


Outlet operates full time at 250 
Watts on 1200 k.e. 


ducts a kids show and Regina Ruth, 
torcher, has a one-hour noon pro- 
gram. 


TSN Cuts Hit KABC 


| San Antonio, Feb. 6. 


On Feb. 3 
| felt the economy measure put into 
effect on all Texas State Network 
istations when its staff was cut down. 
‘In program department Lester Scott 
‘and Roy Clark, Jr., were dismissed 








while in the technical department. 


Herbert Hartman and Betty Agnes 
were out. 

Dave Young is now chief sport an- 
nouncer and program director, Jerry 
Fisher is production manager and 
Wally Blanton chief announcer, 


KMBC Follies Shifted 
Kansas City, Feb. 6. 


Brush Creek Follies, Saturday 
night visual radio show, has been 
moved from the Ivanhoe Temple to 
the Memorial hall on the Kansas 
side temporarily. As an added at- 
traction, KMBC is offering party of 





the regular broadcast. 

First appearance on the Kansas 
side Jan. 27 was a sell out, 3,000 
seats at two bits per head in con- 
itrast to the 25c to 40c scale which 
| prevailed in the 1,800-seat Ivanhoe 
| Temple. 





of station’s sales department, no im- | 


Charles Farrell as chief an-| 100. are too many programs all of| Was permitted to save his face with 


new | 


radio station KABC | 


round and square dancing following 


Program Controversy — 
Women Sidestep Real Is- 
sues of the Day to Concen- 
trate on Frivolous Cru- 
sades 


‘Echoes of History.’ 

‘Ideas that Come True,’ 
‘Medicine in the News.’ 
‘Alma Kitchell’s Brief Case.’ 
‘The Quilting Bee.’ 





——_——-——. 





RADIO IRKED 








The radio industry is mildly an- 
noyed that the organized women’s 
clubs of the United States are start- 
ing another anti-radio campaign, the 
so-called ‘we’re not listening’ move- 
ment aimed at daytime serials. This 
agitation comes only a few months 





Banned Coughlin Speech Thought 
Blast Against Justice Dept; 
Face-Saver Due This Week 





after the clubwomen imposed their ; 
will on the industry as regards Detroit, Feb. 6. 
children’s programs. It comes with} _ Both Father Coughlin and Arch- 
particular bad grace in the case of diocesan officials refuse to explain 
NBC which has liberally provided|but it’s apparent here that radio 
the National Council of Women andj Priest's blackout last Sunday was 
the General Federation of Women’s| Prompted by church censorship. 
Clubs with free time for their own| Scheduled speech, believed to have 
use. And the publicity blasts in this| ealt with Department of Justice's 
instance are considered largely ir-| Proposed investigation of priest as 
lresponsible in that women of su-|@ftermath of ‘Christian Front’ ar- 
|perior financial and cultural advan- | Test, isnt thought to have been blue- 
tages are assuming a crusading role | Penciled in toto but so emasculated 
'on behalf of women in the ‘D’ and| by Archbishop Mooney’s censors that 
'‘E’ grade homes who show no de-| Coughlin refused to give any part of 
sire whatever to be saved from the | it. Same situation prevailed several 
alleged menace of too much sob| years ago when local church officials 
stuff in daytime broadcasts. |deleted personalities from a sched- 
The whole uproar against the day- luled talk during the banking crisis 








convenient forgetfulness of the fact At that time both sides in contro- 
that radio is for the masses, not the| Versy remained silent until follow- 
classes. Radio does not deny that) ing week’s broadcast when Coughlin 





|one kind or that the daylight | approved explanation. So similar 
'stretch is presently out of balance.|exPlanation is expected this coming 
| But. it does deny that the club-| Sunday. 


| women are fairly representing the | Slaps His Superiors 


| facts. Further evidence that Coughlin’s 
Avoid Real Problems | silence last Sunday was not a master 
| Radio is getting the impression’ publicity stunt, to build a bigger au- 


that clubwomen who dote on polite; dience for this Sunday as many con- 
(Continued on page 24) |tend, is contained in current issue 





Not Sophisticated, Easily Confused 


In connection with the present discussions (see adjoining column) 
concerning daytime serials the radio trade is watching the growing 
tendency of such programs to seek added audience lure by injecting 
former film stars. Sylvia Sidney, Jackie Coogan, Ruth Chatterton, 
Aileen Pringle, Zasu Pitts and Dorothy Gish are some ex-cinema stars 
who have been ‘written into’ the serials for short periods. Although 
the case is not fully proved research has already gleaned strong hints 
that the net effect of putting film personalities into the dream world 
of the daytime radio weepers is to confuse the housewives of the 8 
and ‘E’ homes where such programs are most avidly followed. 

Program experts are predicting, for example, that Zasu Pitts will be 
extensively mistaken for an imitator of herself and not the original 
article. They premise this guess on previous audience reactions to 
others. The tricks of show business and the rotation of personalities 
from one entertainment medium to another have caused blurred im- 
pressions before now in the lower strata of the population. 

If the hunch about the reaction to film personalities is fully borne out 
it constitutes in itself a vivid insight upon the radio audience of day- 
time serials. It has particular pertinence just now with the club- 
women raising the hue and cry against the weepers on the score of 
their low intellectual character and the program experts answering 
that the clubwomen have been reading too many highbrow magazines 
lately and losing touch with realities. Radio asserts that the pulp- 
wood type of fiction is the natural mental level and proper show- 
manly approach to the homes of $2,000-and-less income, or the mass 
market for soap and boiled oats. 

The hard-working women of such domiciles are without leisure for 
reading, have seldom traveled, have few cultural opportunities and no 
background of familiarity with books or issues of the day. It is sheer 
hokum to talk about ‘book reviews and dramatic criticism’ (as did one 
clubwoman who was widely quoted in the public prints) as something 
women would like over the air. 

The ‘confusion’ element introduced by screen personalities doing 
guest appearances on the daytime serials is hitched to the question of 
dramatic illusion. The unsophisticated levels can’t quite make the 
mental jump from a make-believe set of characters to a real person- 
ality from another make-believe world (the screen) who has abruptly 
; come to pay a visit. Where the film star is presented as himself or 
' herself and babbles to the rest of the regular radio cast the audience 
reaction is often one of uncomfortable mystification, tentative research 
reports indicate. If the screen star joins the program to play a role, 
the fact that he or she may be too much of a contrast to the program’ 
usual personnel jolts the set-up. On the whole celebrated visit 
seem merely to interrupt the plot, interfere with the real appeal. 











time serials is seen as premised on a 2nd Coughlin refused to go on air.) 


| of priest’s Social Justice magazine in 
which an ‘anonymous’ article assails 
the late Cardinal Mundelein, Cardi- 
nal O’Connell of Boston, Msgr. John 
A. Ryan of Catholic University and 
|others, both Catholic and Protestant, 
as being opposed to Coughlin and as 
‘fronts for big business, financial 
oligarchy, radical socialism and left- 
| wing Jewry.’ There’s also an at- 
| tack on Justice Frank Murphy who 
was Attorney-General when the 
| ‘Christian Front’ was exposed. These 
points, plus the added trouble 
Coughlin has been causing in de- 
fense of the Fronters, are alone con- 
| sidered sufficient reason for a crack- 
‘down by the Church. 
| It is still unlikely, however, that 
| Archbishop will force priest off the 
| air entirely, at least at present, but 
| it’s certain that closer scrutiny will 
' be made of his speeches in future. 
; Sudden switch in Sunday’s program 
also caught WJR officials here off 
their guard with no one in organiza- 
tion apparently knowing that priest 
wouldn’t talk. Situation explained 
by fact that Coughlin manuscripts 
| are usually checked personally by 
Leo Fitzpatrick, general manager of 
station, who has been in California 
past few weeks, and it so happened 
that Fitzpatrick’s secretary went 
home sick Friday and no one checked 
whether the manuscript had come in. 

‘Only Archdiocesan official to talk 
was Father Edward J. Hickey, Chan- 
cellor, who said he didn’t know 
| Coughlin had failed to make ad- 
dress until told by newspapermen, 
| didn’t know reason for omission but 
| suggested that perhaps Archbishop's 
censor liborum (reviewer of writ- 
ings) had found something deemed 
unsuitable. 

Third of series of cryptic an- 
nouncements by announcer during 
the program of organ and choir mu- 
sic, which was substituted for Cough- 
lin, was construed by some to indi- 
cate that Coughlin was making a 
grandiose come-on for next Sunday’s 
broadcast. Announcer said, ‘Atten- 
tion, please do not be alarmed! We 
confidently expect Father Coughlin 
will return to the microphone next 
Sunday. By all means do your share 
to have his largest audience ready 
to hear his message.’ 


POSTUM DROPS 
LUM AND ABNER 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Postum (General Foods) winds up 
its sponsorship of Lum and Abner 
(CBS, 7:15 p. m.) next month. The 
team has been on this account since 
February, 1938. 

Prior to that they spent three years 
'on the Horlick’s payroll. 











John A. Holman, a captain in the 
United States Signal Corps Reserve 


(and General Manager of -WBZ, 
Boston, for NBC) has been ap- 


pointed a major. 
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FCC Soon to Further Investigate the 


‘Management’ Contracts of Stations: 


- 

















Washington, Feb. 6. Reciprocal 
Validity of management contracts, 
common in the broadcasting bus- 
iness, will be determined by the Last year Ralph Brewster, 


singer with Paul Whiteman’s 
Modernaires, was operated on for 
appendicitis and his place with 
the quartet was temporarily 
taken by Judd McMichael, of the 
Merry Macs. Last week Mc- 
Michael was striken the same 
way and Brewster subbed for 
him with the Macs on the Fred 
Allen broadcast Wednesday and 
until he recovers, 

Operation was performed at 
the Boulevard hospital, Queens, 
L. I. 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion as an aftermath of the chain- 
monopoly probe of last year. Li- 
censees and owners of eight trans- 
mitters were told last week to 
demonstrate that they have noi 
violated the law against trans- 
ferring control without Commish 
consent. 

Past yowls about Westinghouse 
leases finally brought results with 
the order for hearings on renewal 
applications of plants which NBC 
operates as agent for the equipment 
company. Besides WBZ-WBZA, Bos- 


ton-Springfield; KYW, Philadelphia, 

and KDKA, Pittsburgh, the kilocycle P T L KS UP 
cops want to know all circum-; 

stances relating to operation of WWL, 


New Orleans; WGY, Schenectady; 
While its network business is just 





that raps radio. 


nomics expert. 








Allen. 


WAPI, Birmingham, and WESG, 
Elmira, N. Y. 

Doubt about the regularity of ar- 

rangements under which the web 
runs the Westinghouse-owned plants 
was voiced two years ago at Congres- 
sional hearings. After study of the 
contracts and law, the FCC respond- | Thompson has developed into one of 
ed that there_was nothing improper | the most active spot agencies. Among 
in the contracts, negotiated in settle- the spot business it has currently 
ment of the Justice Department's! riding are Shell Oil, Planters Pea- 
anti-trust attack on the radio | nuts, Coleman’s Mustard, Scott 
monopoly eight years ago. Congress- | Towel, Danya Hand Lotion and For- 
man Richard B. Wigglesworth put vitan (Fleischmann). 
Commissioner T. A. M. Craven on It’s also testing a daytime spot 
the spot with inquiries hinting he/ proposition for Chase & 
felt the Commish should penalize | Coffee. 
one or both parties to the deals by 


which the web did the program-| Aileen Pringle’s Radio 








volves. 





ming for the Westinghouse stations 
and General Electric’s Schenectady | Role a Finnegan underprivileged 

Aileen Pringle, former picture star 
who last week joined the cast of | 
‘Joyce Jordan—Girl Interne’ over 
CBS, has an on-again-off-again-Fin- | 
negan role in the serial. She plays | 
the part 6f Anne Hill, a newspaper | 
woman, and her next appearance | 
wil! be on today’s (Wednesday) | 





outlet. 

Move to ventilate the situation will 
be carried further in the future, the 
FCC said Wednesday (30). As other 
renewal applications are filed, more 
stations will be put on the carpet. 
Apparently each case will be judged 
individually, and the FCC does not 
plan to lay down any rule of thumb 


in general 
newspaper 


Sikes 


Continued from page 23 


crusading have marked broadcasting 
as the country’s number one good 
natured whipping boy. : 
ready prompted some sarcastic in- 
quiries as to what these self-same 
ladies are doing, if anything, about 
the really serious issues of the day 
such as unemployment, sharecrop- 
ping, social diseases and whatnot. It 
is suggested that the clubwomen are 
picking their spots and favor anti- 
radio crusading because: 

1, Attacks can be vague. 

2. Newspapers will print anything 

3. Radio doesn't fight back. 

Some part of the original impetus 
of the ‘Not Listening’ movement in 
Westchester County, N. Y. (high in- 
come suburb), apparently came from 
Ida Bailey Allen, a radio home eco. 
Trade observers 
point out the irony involved in Miss 
Her type of program has 
suffered from the present prepon- 
derance of serials, 
Westchester women did not spon- 
taneously cry, ‘yes, we ought to have 
more household hints 
Instead they developed the tangent 
of a ‘boycott’ against the serials. 
Radio sees this as the tipoff. The 
ladies are, it says, invariably more 
interested in rallies and spectacular 
tilting with windmills. They’d ratk 2r 
about holding its own, J. Walter+}phe against something with all the 
opportunities for oratory, quotation 
and agitation than for something 
with all the responsibility that in- 


Clubwomen are complaining that 
the daytime serials are 
their intelligence’ but, radio answers, 
the women who like these programs 
Sanborn | are not so elegant nor lofty. The 
daytime programs are not, in the 
opinion of radio, dragging down the 
national I1.Q. Rather the programs 
open up new horizons of interest to 
women 
llives drudgery is 
Having no time for reading (women 
are notoriously poor 
readers) 
are imbibing some new social ideas, 
from radio programs, even if these 
ideas are no more than the potboil- 
ing output of radio hacks, 


as to how far an owner can go in| 
renting out his property or hiring an 
operating agent without first re- 
ceiving Federal permission. 
Important Cases 
The Westinghouse and G. E. sta-| 
tions are the most important outlets | 


is reached concerning the contracts | 
under which NBC runs them un- 
doubtedly will have far-reaching ef- | 
fects. For the agreements have been | 
used as a general pattern in a num- | 
ber of other instances. Roughly, the | 
web agrees to pay a fixed amount | 
and a percentage of the gross re- | 
ceipts or profits and to handle all 
time sales and program details, al- 
though the owners claim to be in 
control of their properties. 


The decision to look into WAPI is | 


of unusual interest inasmuch as the 
Commish recently refused to ap- 
prove an agreement under which the 
station would be taken over by a 
new corporation 
would be an important, although 
minority stockholders. All the facts 
concerning the Birmingham plant, 
owned by three colleges, were 
brought out on that occasion. The 


Commish also has a substantial file | 


on WESG, owned by Cornell Univer- 


sity and leased to the Gannett in- | 


terests, and on WWL, which is the 
property of Loyola University. Data 
on the last two plants was ob- 
tained during the chain-monopoly 
probe. 


BUGLER’S KTSA SHOW 
WITH ADOLPH HOFNER 


San Antonio, Feb. 6. 
Brown & Williams Tobacco has 
signed through Russell M. Seeds Co. 
for a series of broadcasts to be pre- 
sented locally over KTSA here in 








the interests of Bugler Smoking To- | 


bacco. 

Program is a quarter-hour across 
the board, featuring Adolph Hofner 
and His Boys. Group is popular in 
southwest as a string band combo. 
Program debuted on Monday (5). 


WILLIAM BUYS WTIC’S NEWS 


Hartford, Conn., Feb. 6. 
WTIC has received contract from 
J. B. Williams Co. covering the sta- 
tion’s 11 p. m. newscast. Glider 





shaving cream is the product and J. | 


Walter Thompson the agency. 
Contract calls for five quarter- 
hours a week. 


stanza. 


in New York permanently, having | 
rented her house in Hollywood. 


in which CBS, 











Actress is now making her home | 





ture’ it knows. 


Bill Farren Freelancing 
Bill Farren has resigned from 


McHugh, ‘Gospel Singer.’ 





writing may be crude but, say the 
: defenders of things as they are, it 
is the only kind of writing this seg- 
ment of the population could under- 
stand and the only form of ‘litera- 
The crux of this 
argument is that 10 years from.now 
| a higher general level of taste may 
under attack, and whatever decision’ NBC announcing staff to free-lance. | be achieved. Right now the snooty 
First new shows will be with Ed | upper crust ladies are urgently rec- 
ommended to stick to their quilting. 











This has al- 
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| Gadgeteers Will Find Lots to ‘Ah!’ 
About at CBS’ S2nd St. Annex 





More Pep Needed 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 

Big laugh at WGR-WKBW is 
cub announcer who read inter- 
office instructions along with 
time signal. Came out like this: 

‘It is now 15 minutes past 9 
o’clock courtesy of the Soandso 
Watch Company. Announcers 
will please put a little more pep 
into these time signals in the 
Juture, 


MUTUAL WAX 
REPEAT IS OK 


Check taken on the transcribed 
version of Lucky Strike’s Kay Kyser 
program which goes over Mutual 
on Thursday night (8-9) disclosed 
that for the first three weeks its 
listening quota is 40% of the rating 
which the original show gets over 
the NBC-red Wednesday. The figure 
rates as pretty high since the same 
areas are presumably covered by the 
original broadcast, and Kyser’s only 
competition comes during the first 
15 minutes (Glenn Miller-Chester- 
field). 

There are 19 stations in the Mu- 
tual hookup, which originates from 
WOR, N. Y., and includes the N. Y. 
State Network and the Mason-Dixie 
group. 











etc. But the 


programs!’ 





‘insulting 


in whose 
the main fact. 





Get In Line 


Paul Kesten, CBS vice-president, 
is away for a week skiing in Canada. 
Upon his return Vic Ratner, CBS 


these women 





Radio 


a month’s leave. 
also due for a breather. 


his winter loaf. 





Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 





journing in Miami Beach, 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

Arizona: Okay for a new station for Phoenix ordered last 
week when the Commish adopted its proposed findings and 
conclusions on the request of M. C. Reese. Transmitter will 
be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Pennsylvania: (1.) Competition for WLEU, Erie, looked 
imminent with a tentative grant of the application of the 
Presque Isle Broadcasting Co. for a new station to operate 
on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

A second transmitter would ‘compete with Station WLEU 
for the patronage of advertisers and for listening audiences,’ 
Commish decided. ‘The competition between two local 
broadcasting stations would be expected to result in improve- 
ments in the program service of each and corresponding 
benefits would thus be received by members of -the listening 
| public.’ 

Proposed station will deliver signal of 25 millivolts per 
meter to the business section of Erie, it was further stated, 


and wil serve 99.7% of the population during daytime hours 
of operation and 97.5% at night. No objectionable interfer- 
ence to other stations is anticipated. 

Applicant was represented by George O. Sutton anda 
Arthur H. Schroder, with Horace L. Lohnes and Maurice 


M. Jansky appearing for WLEU. 


i (2.) Request of Union Broadcasting Co., Scranton, ap- 


| proved when the FCC announced adoption of its order 
granting construction of a new transmitter to be operated 
;on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 


| MINOR DECISIONS 


| 

| 

| Alabama: WBHP, Wilson Harvey Pollard, Huntsville, 
denied petition to reconsider and grant without hearing 

| the application for renewal of license on 1200 ke with 100 
watts, 

| Alaska: KFQD, Anchorage Radio Club, Inc., granted re- 

newal of license for the period ending April 1, 
| Towa: KVEFD, Fort Dodge, boost night power from 1060 
| to 250 watts, 
| New Hampshire: WHEB, Portsmouth, jump daytime juice 
from 250 watts to 1 kw, 

New York: CBS, New York, granted authority to transmit 
from _Detroit and Dearborn, Mich., through KTSA, San 
Antonio, Tex., to stations in Mexico the Ford Sunday Evening 
Frovy program for a period of one year beginning Jan. 14, 
| Obio: WCkY, L. B. Wilson, Inc., Licensee George L. Hill 
and C, D, Seiler, Cincinnati, granted authority to transfer 


jcontrol of WCKY from George L. Hill and C. D. Seiler, to 


IL. B. Wilson; WADC, Allen T. Symmons, 


; Akron, granted 
night power jump from 1 to 5 kw. 


| Oklahoma: KADA, C. C, Morris, Ada, granted power boost 


from 100 to 250 watts, 

Puerto Rico: WPRA, Mayaguez, denied petition for re- 
consideration, reopening of proceeding and designating for 
hearing request Portorican American Broadcasting Co., Ine., 
for a new station to be operated on 1340 ke with 1 kw, which 
was granted by the Commish, Dec 12; WPRP, Julio M. 
Conesa, Ponce, denied protest and request to vacate FCC 
action of last December and set application of Portorican 
American Broadcasting Co., Ine., for hearing. 

Texas: KXOX, Sweetwater, granted change in hours of 
operation from days to unlimited; ‘KPLT, A. G. Mayse, Paris, 
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granted authority to transfer control of the North Texas 
Broadcasting Company to Mary Joe Mayse: KROD, Dorrence 
Ih, Roderick, El Paso, granted power boost from 100 to 250 
watts. 

West Virginia: Clarence N. Frey and Robert O. Greever, 
Logan, granted new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 
100 watts, days only, 


SET FOR HEARING 


Florida: Miami Broadcasting Co., Miami, new station to 


be operated on 14260 ke with 250 watts. 


West Virginia: West Virginia Newspaper Publishing Co 


- Morgantown, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 
watts, 

Florida: WSUN, St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, St. 
Petersburg, voluntary assignment of license to City of St. | 
Petersburg; WFLA, Florida West Coast Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., Tampa, boost night power from 1 to 5 kw; WTMC, 
Ocala Broadcasting Co., Inc., Ocala, boost power from 100 
to 250 watts. 

Georgia: WSAV, Savanah, increase power from 100 to 250 
watts, 

Hawaii: KTCH, Lihue, boost night power from 100 to 
250 watts. 

IHinois: WMBD, Peoria, jump night juice from 1 to 5 kw. 

Maryland: The Peninsula Broadcasting Co., Salisbury, new 
station to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts (requesting 
facilities of WSAL, Salisbury). 


Massachusetts: WCOP, Boston, change hours of operation 
from days to unlimited, using 250 watts; WLAW, Hildreth & 
Rogers Co., Lawrence, jump juice from 1 to 5 kw, change 
hours of operation from days only to unlimited, 

Minnesota; WDGY, Dr. George W. Young, Minneapolis, 
jump night power from 1 to 5 kw, change hours of operation 
from nights to unlimited. 

_ New Jersey: WAAT, Jersey City, change hours of opera- 
tion from days to 6 p. m. to unlimited, jump power from 500 
watts to 1 kw day and night. 

New York: WSYR-WSYU, Central New York Broadcasting 
Corp., Syracuse, jump power from 1 to 5 kw; Utica Observer- 
Dispatch, Ine., Utica, new station to be operated on 1420 ke 
with 250 watts; Edward J. Doyle, Rochester, new station to 
be operated on 1340 ke with 1 kw. 

North Carolina: R. E. Troxler, High Point, new station 
to be operated on 630 ke with 500 watts, days only. 

Ohio; Cuyahoga Valley Broadcasting Co., Cleveland, new 
station to be operated on 1270 ke with 1 kw; L. B. Wilson, 
Cincinnati, authority to transfer control of corporation from 
George LL. Hill (75 shares common stock) and from C. D. 
Seiler (125 shares common stock) to L. B. Wilson. 


Oklahoma: KOMA, Oklahoma City, jump juice from 5 
to 50 kw. 
Pennsylvania: WMBS, Fayette Broadcasting Corp., Union- 


town, change frequency from 1420 to 590 ke and jump power 
from 250 watts to 1 kw. 

Texas. KTBC, Austin, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from R, B, Anderson, R, A. Stuart and A. W. 
Walker, Jr., to J. M. West, J. Marion West, and P. M. 
Stevenson, 250 shares common stock, 

Washington: KMO, Carl E, Haymond, Tacoma, install new 
transmitter and boost power: from 1 to 5: kw. 

Wisconsin; WDAC, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
change name to State of Wisconsin, University of Winconsin. 


Director of Sales Promotion, will get : 
Frank Stanton is|7he larger panels are 14 feet high 


Doug Coulter has returned from 


-“an_ electrical 


- 





Columbia’ Broadcasting System 
will occupy its 52nd Street annex 
around the corner from the N. Y. 
main offices on May 15. The former 


Juillard School of Music has been a 
year in the remodeling. There will 
be seven new studios available. One 
hoped-for result of the added fa- 
cilities is a reduction in the load of 
passenger traffic on the elevators at 
485 Madison. This is one of the 
most exasperating problems of every. 
day operation at CBS with not much 
that can be done about it, 


An underground passage will con- 
nect the office building and the new 
studio annex (once a guest house for 
the late William K. Vanderbilt), 
The building will be strewn with 
technical innovations and is expected 
to attract much comment from 
acoustical and_ broadcasting gad- 
geteers. To quote some of this: 


‘Columbia’s construction engineer- 
ing staff has developed improved 
sound projection and other devices, 
among which is a revolutionary in- 
novation for obtaining variable 
acoustics, which the experts explain, 
will result in a truer definition of 
sound quality. A further progressive 
step will facilitate manipulation of 
the studio control system. J. H. 
Swenson, supervisor of construction 
and maintenance for WABC, con- 
ceived the idea of a streamline desk, 
within which is mounted all the 
‘apparatus necessary for the complex 
‘control of programs originating in 
the studios. A. B. Chamberlain, chief 
engineer of CBS, declares that this 
desk or console is a decided depar- 
ture from the former method of hav- 
ing amplifiers and various types of 
control equipment on racks. 


‘For the variable acoustic effects, 
,resonant wood panels will be in- 
stalled in strategic positions about 
ithree feet from the walls of the two 
larger studios, which incidentally are 
designed so that there are no par- 
jallel opposite surfaces, the ceilings 
|having a _ sawtooth construction. 





and 29 inches wide. They have some- 

thing of the appearance of an air- 
plane wing—much thicker in the 
center than at the edges. 


‘This acoustical idea owes its origin 


Dr. Leon Levy and Isaac D. Levy jin part to the basic principles of a 
prez and vice-prez of WCAU, are so- 


violin. In developing the notion 
‘which culminated in the panel, 
Howard Barlow, conductor of the 
CBS Orchestra, and C. R. Jacobs, 
| manager of CBS construction, were 
guided by the work of the violin 
makers of olden days. The back of 
a violin is made of dense hard wood 
‘and the front of soft wood. Hence, 
one side of the acoustivane or panel 
is of half-inch cherry or maple, and 
the reverse of quarter-inch spruce 
or pine. The hard wood is rubbed 
to a dense finish, while the soft wood 
is left open or porous. There are no 
tacks, screws or rivets in a violin, 
‘and the only metal connected with 
|the acoustivane is a pivot attached 
to the top and bottom filler strips, 
to permit, according to desire from 
control switch, the 
gradual turning of the panel.’ 


| 
| 





RAINEY OFF TRANSAMERK 


John Young, Graham Newcomers— 
Schwartz Also Out 

John Young, formerly of Chicago, 
has joined the writing staff of Trans- 
american. He hasn’t yet been as- 
signed to a regular show. Gordon 
'Graham, director, also formerly of 
| Chicago, is likewise a newcomer to 
|the Transamerican production per- 
sonnel, 

William S. Rainey, director-pro- 
‘ducer for the agency, has resigned. 
dey was previously production head 








} 
| 


of NBC. Norman _ Schwartz, in 
charge of Transamerican, has also 
‘left. Their duties haven’t been per- 
mantntly assigned to anyone else as 
yet. 


JACK AMLUNG AT EXPO 


Ft. Worth, Feb. 6. 

Jack Amlung and his orchestra, 
heard five times weekly over WBAP 
and Texas Quality Network in a va- 
riety show sponsored by Crazy 
Water Co. of Mineral Wells, have 
been signed to play at Southwestern 
Exposition and Fat Stock Shows 
night spot March 8-17. : 

Conrad Brady, m.c. on the radio 
show, will have same role in the 
Stock Show’s dine-and-dance em- 
porium. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Damon Runyon attracted some raised eyebrows last week when, in his 





syndicated King Features column, he made what broadcasters considered 


a gratuitous and notably misinformed slap at radio, Said the columnist: 
‘When the radio plugs anything, it gets paid for the plugging. We ob- 
serve that even in the small item of baseball, a private business enterprise 
that the newspaper plugs for nothing, the radio derives a considerable re- 
turn. We doubt that any business enterprise would dare ask the radio for a 


. free plug that it would not only ask, but expect of the newspaper. 


‘However, we also notice that the radio ducks all the community obli- 
gations that the newspaper cheerfully accepts. That, and the fact that it has 
no opinion, is why the radio will never be a serious competitor to the 


newspaper.” 


Dolly Stark, National League umpire, declines to identify the advertising 
agency or the team for whom he may work this summer, stating that the 
deal is very much in the air and that he may return to his umping duties 
during the season. 

William Esty agency has stated it won't audition any spielers for the 
Camel broadcasts of the New York Yankees and Giants home games this 
summer until shortly before the opening of the season. Stark did the play- 
by-play descriptions of the Phillies home games for Atlantic Refining, over 
WIP, Philadelphia, several seasons ago and attracted attention. He also 
aired the Temple University football games for the same sponsor and 
station that fall, but later returned to umpiring. ° 








Fred L. Mandel, Chicago department store family scion, who recently 
bought for $250,000 the Detroit Lions pro football team from G. A. (Dick) 
Richards, owner of WJR, Detroit, WGAR, Cleveland, and KMPC, Beverly 
Hills, Calif. is getting plenty of thumps from Detroit fans for the ‘au- 
dacity’ in buying a Detroit team which ‘should be owned by Detroiters.’ 
Facts are that Richards wanted to sell Lions to Detroit people, and even 
offered to sell team for $135,000, or half of what he finally got from Mandel. 
Detroit interests replied with an offer of $50,000, whereupon Richards 
almost tore the phone off the wall. 





Raymond Paige encountered some opposition from the Pittsburgh musi- 
cians’ union in organizing his personnel for the Westinghouse program. 
Some 37 musicians have been brought into Pittsburgh by Fritz Reiner to 
strengthen the Pittsburgh Symphony, nucleus of the radio program. Local 
was loath for these card men to get ihe radio gravy while Pittsburghers 
were outsiders. In a compromise, more, of the localites were included 
and some 25 of the 37 were taken in when Westinghouse okayed increasing 
total orchestral strength to 102 men. A mixed choir of 24 voices is being 
drilled in addition by Paige. 





Clay Morgan, NBC’s director of public relations, is handling the present 
fund-raising drive for the Metropolitan Opera, of which RCA boss, David 
Sarnoff, is now a guiding spirit. The Molinari symphony Saturday night (3) 
gave over its pauses to this matter and included the reading of a letter from 
President Roosevelt, beginning ‘Dear Dave—’ 
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RADIO PROMOTION 
PACKS A PUNCH 


‘Columbia Makes Invidious 
Cost Comparisons to News- 
papers and Magazines as 
the Old Fight Goes On 


‘READER INTEREST’ 








Competitive sales promotion 
strategy as between radio on the one 
hand and newspapers and magazines 
on the other has been getting down 
to a how-much-will-buy-how-much 
basis as never before. This is seen as 
opening up the whole subject of 
circulation, a moot question. The 
more the newspapers and magazines 
throw mud at radio the more the 
radio strategists bait them with 
taunts of artificial circulation’. 
achieved by all sorts of methods but 
allegedly not representing true 
reader interest (the new media- 
measuring element as distinct from 
mere numbers of copies audited). 
Only part of this fight is conducted 
in the open. The real battlefields are 
the offices of the advertising depart- 
ments of big accounts. There the 
hand grenades are tossed. 

Typical of the behind-the-scenes 
fight for the advertisers’ dollars is 
the arrangement of promotional data 
recently detonated by the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. This material, 
prepared for a major advertiser’s 
private perusal, included these 
sledgehammer blows: 

A program—broadcast over every 
CBS station for 45 minutes each 
week for 52 weeks—reaching a total 
potential audience of at least 24,000,- 





Homer Blackwell, chief announcer of WAVE, Louisville, who was local | 000 radio families—will cost for time 


winner in ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ auditions, and who spent four. weeks in 


d-talent-approximately $1,300,000 a 


Hollywood, appearing twice on the network program, has returned to his | year. 


old job, as head of the WAVE announcing staff, and on Saturday (27) 
married Mildred Garrison, of the WAVE office force, 


Estimate of full earnings of Columbia Broadcasting System in 1939 prob- 
ably will be given to the board of directors when they meet today (Wednes- 
day), CBS’ last divvy on both classes of stock was 45c. 


More Produced NBC Opera Drive To 
Bring in Former Stars 
Shows, Fewer 
Remotes—NBC wien terns aces Se 














sum in every daily 
newspaper in the United States 
(week-day only) would buy just 
about eight half-pages — in 1,894 
papers with a total circulation of 
40,000,000 copies—copies, not families, 
for this does not count duplication of 


This same 





With Present Members 


the same families receiving morning 
and evening papers. 
Comparison 

In magazines, $1,300,000 would buy 
about 20 black-and-white single page 
advertisements in each of the ten 
| leading magazines only, the maga- 
| zines of largest circulation. 


And _ $1,300,000 would buy only 
| seven four-color spreads in those ten 





Opera drive for $1,000,000, tomorrow | magazines. 


| (Thursday) will launch a new sus- 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. | 
Pacific Coast NBC stations will get 
l€ss remote dance music and more 





| 11:30-12 p.m. with the NBC orchestra 
; under the direction of Frank Black, 


taining program to be broadcast | 
the complete network from | 


The total circulation of these 
magazines is 26,000,000 copies. Again, 
this doesn’t represent the number of 
| families reached, for the duplication 
| among these ten magazines is very 


| high (probably 60% of the copies go 


Circulation Figures Alone Not Vital 





George Dibert, of J. Walter Thompson, Emphasizes 
‘Reader Interest’ F actor—Praises Radio 





a 


Yeah Man 


Fritz Kreisler, filling a concert 
date at the Municipal Audi- 
torium, Ft. Worth, explained 
why he never was tempted to go 
on radio, 

‘I object to the fact,’ he said, 
‘that I might be turned on and 
off like hot and cold water.’ 


ATT. Helps 
Paul McNutt 


On Voice, Press 














Officials of the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. last week lent 
a grooming hand to Paul McNutt, 
candidate for the Democratic presi- 
dential nomination, when he came to 
New York to broadcast on the Town 
Hall Meeting program. Wii! A. T. 
& T. engineers as added aides, 
McNutt was taken to a broadcast 
studio and given instruction as to 
voice, location before the mike, etc. 

Newspapermen were invited to 
meet McNutt during his stay in New 
York, and it was the phone com- 
pany’s press staff that checked up 
to find out which of them figured 
on showing up. 


Fitz Absent, No Check 
On Report WJR-WGAR 
May Have Own Office 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

In the absence of Leo Fitzpatrick, 
general manager of WJR who was 
enroute from California, no con- 
firmation could be obtain at VaRIEty’s 
press time of the report that WJR 
and WGAR might establish their 
own sales office in New York City. 

Sundry stations have maintained 
own employees rather than a sales 
rep in New York and Chicago. 


FATHER-DAUGHTERS FEUD 


Sisters Divided on What 
Belongs to Daddy 














Andrews 





Montreal, Feb. 6. 

George Dibert, of J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, New York, told the Ad- 
vertising and Sales Executive club 
here last week that radio had proven 
that if used with same intensity as 
other advertising mediums it would 
produce results at lower costs. 
Dibert stated that there were too 
many advertising media being sold 
on basis of circulation alone rather 
than on basis of reader interest. 

Dibert said that circulation with 
reader influence was of greater im- 
portance to space buyers than mere 
circulation figures, He suggested 
support of those media with reader 
influence and withdrawal of support 
from others would eliminate some of 
the inflated circulation which is of 
no use to advertisers, 

Speaker advocated ‘intensity pol- 
icy’ in advertising, as followed by 
radio sponsors, on principle that it is 
better to fully sell half the market 
than to half-sell the whole market. 


DODGERS OKAY 
SUNDAY GAMES 


Though it had been expected that 

the airing of Sunday baseball from 
the Brooklyn baseball park would be 
banned, as it is in the broadcasting 
of the N. Y. Yankee and Giants’ 
games, play-by-play calling on the 
Sabbath from Brooklyn goes on. 
General Mills and Procter & Gamble 
will again underwrite the Dodgers’ 
home and away schedule. Socony 
Vacuum formed a third sponsor with 
those two last year, but is missing 
this term. 
Red Barber, probably assisted by 
Al Helfer, will again call strikes and 
wide ones. Pre-season games, start- 
ing March 8, will also be aired. 
Compton agented. 


‘Lets Go to Work’ Show 
Deprives Ernie Fio-Rito 
Of WOR Musical Job 


Ernie Fio-Rito comes off the WOR, 
N. Y., payroll as a house musical di- 
rector, effective Feb. 10. His drop- 
ping off is based on replacement of 
two musical sustainers with tuneless 




















settlement between two of the An- 
drews Sisters, Maxine and Patty, 
and their father, Pete Andrews. The | 
settlement palaver is the outgrowth | 


Discussions are on for a financial | 


flesh shows from the studios during 


the night hours following visit last | 
week of John Royal. At meeting of | 
Coast program directors, Royal called | 


for a greater variety of shows, feel- 
ing that after the commercials have 
n Tun off there is an unbroken 
Tun of music from night spots. More 
active production by NBC stations 
‘lso fits into Royal’s scheme of dis- 
ae new talent, which NBC 
+ a chief says is radio’s crying 
— Swallow, western division 
we am director, and Glen Dolberg, 
te 0 lieutenant, will supervise the 
on bey Affiliate stations also 
€ asked to contribute an occa- 
sional program. 


EMPLOYEES’ CREDIT 
UNION PAYS 6% DIVVY 


Kansas City, Feb. 6. 
aumployees’ credit union at KMBC 
to week announced a 6% dividend 
a yon ticipants, Union was formed 
ga a mutual aid, with mem- 

vo i 
emplonece untary on part of station 


Neal Keehn, of the special events 





e ae 
with Ment 1s in as prexy for 1940 | volved. 


argaret Heckle ag treasurer. 


and using members of the Metro- | to families who see one or more of 
The first week will see the other nine publications as well). 
; . | So, in newspapers an advertiser 
Bidu Sayao, Armand Tokatayn, John | gets a half-page impact only once in 
Gurney and Annamary Dickey as! seven weeks in a year for $1,300,000. 
‘soloists with Lucrezia Bori as com-| Ten magazines, for $1,300,000, de- 
mentator. /liver a black-and-white single page 
Each week for the seven weeks! impact about once every two and a 
of the program's existence will see| half weeks in a year; or a four-color 
lartists of the Met singing, and with | ‘spread’ once every eight weeks—in 
the commentators former stars of | magazines reaching no more than 
‘the Met who will tell what a great | one-fifth the population of the coun- 
| institution the house is. try. e's ‘ 
James Church director for NBC. Radio — for $1,300,000 — delivers a 
top-ranking program, with 45 
e minutes of impact across the entire 
'Goodman Ace ‘Writes In’ country every week for a full 52 
° ® | weeks. The CBS presentation then 
A Real Trip to Florida proceeds to take up another competi- 
Goodman and Jane Ace have gone itive point: How many different 
to Miami, Florida, for a month’s va- ‘people would hear these broadcasts 
cation from their Anacin skit and. in the course of a year? | 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. In his | CBS quotes Gallup that the In- 
capacity as author of the script Ace | ternational Silver Theatre is heard 
wrote in the absence for himself; by approximately 8,000,000 different 
and wife. people in the course of one broad- 
Its an annual trick. cast—but is heard by about 20,- 
000,000 different people in the course 
e of a month of broadcasting and that 
Fred Allen Nixes Texaco amos ‘n’ Andy, heard by 13,000,000 
Texaco last week approached Fred | people on one broadcast, are hear 
Allen for a future paula dea! con- | by 40,000,000 people in the course of 
|tingent upon his not renewing with , one week's broadcasting. 
Bristol-Myers. Big salary boost in-| A Chesterfield program, broadcast 
for 15 weeks, three times a week 
was heard by 8,000,00@ pecple each 


politan. 














Allen declined. 





of a family clash which was cli-}| 


|maxed last week with the father’s 
'arrest on a gun-carrying charge by 
the New York police. LaVerne, the | 
third daughter, is siding with the! 
| parent and will continue to turn} 
over all her income to him. 

The other two sisters, who re- 
|cently revolted against this arrange- 
|ment, are offering to give the father 
25% of the threesome’s earnings. 
The latter would be divided into 
four shares, Maxine and Patty get- 
| ting 50% between them, LaVerne, 
25% and the father the remaining 
quarter. The girls, now part of the 
Chesterfield series on CBS, are all 
|} above 21 years of age. 








Amer. Can’s New Agency 


American Can Co., which used Ben 
Bernie on the air to plug its trade- 
' marked ‘Keglined’ beer cans several | 
| years ago, has named Roth, Schenker 
| & Bernhard, of Chicago, as its new 
agency on this particular business. 

Firm continues also as the prod- 
uct’s advertising and marketing 
counsel, 








broadcast—but was heard by 36,- 
000,000 different people in 15 weeks. 
And heard an average of ten times 
jin these 15 weeks by each of the 
' 36,000,000 people. 








commercials and fade of Willie Mor- 
ris, sustaining singer. 

‘Let’s Go to Work,’ program out of 
Hartford, Conm, backed by Fuller 
Brush, replaced the station’s ‘Music 
and Manners’ show Monday night 
(5) and ‘Author Author’ will be 
shunted aside Monday (12) by ‘Play 
Broadcast,’ new quiz show. 


REPORTERS DECLINE TO 
ADMIT RADIO PARITY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

The feud between radio news- 
casters and working newspapermen 
over the distribution of police cards 
was settled last week by Director of 
Public Safety James H. Malone. The 
City Editors Association had de- 
manded that the ‘radio upstarts’ be 
barred from receiving the green 
police cards with the city seal on 
the grounds that these belonged only 
to legitimate reporters. 

Malone settled the controversy by 
giving radio men a special card 
signed by the Superintendent of 
Police which gives them the same 
privileges as newsmen. 











Wm. Doerr te Saniterium 


Buffalo, Feb. 8. 
William Doerr, WEBR commercial 
manager, off to Battle Creek Sani- 


'torium, Battle Creek, Mich., suffer- 


ing from stomach ulcer. 
Carl Kirchhofer temporarily head- 
ing sales staff. 


Se MEET pT erties 


oe Mem xrepeen re 


ABO AA RIAL ATA sre 2 





FON, 





sr 


‘mamrrre 





Hi 
te. 
z 
at 
‘o 








en 








Hu 
1 
4 





26 VARIETY 








Portland Me. Audience Sour on 


Dr. 1.0. 





No Broadcast and Only 23 in Crowd of 2,500 Quizzed 
—Ill-Temper Flares Up 


Portland, Me., Feb. 6. 

Sequel to unofficial visit here last 
week of Mars’ Dr. I. Q. (Lew Valen- 
tine) provides thought-provoking 
sidelight on cash-prize type of air 
feature. Valentine made the trip 
from Boston on invitation of church 

‘ group to stage a duplicate of his air 
show, with bulk of proceeds to go to 
charity. Upshot of evening was 
that capacity attendance went home 
sore at everyone and everything con- 
nected with the affair, including pos- 
sibly the candy-maker’s ‘Forever 
Yours’ item. 

Some of the blame for unhappy 
ending is being attributed here to 
amateurish nature of prefatory ex- 
ploitation by church group, which 
didn’t bring out point that quiz ses- 
sion wasn’t being broadcast. Gul- 
lible citizens were also misled by 
the fact that show was scheduled to 
open at 9 p.m., which is likewise the 
time for Valentine’s regular airing on 
NBC-Red. Disappointment at non- 
airing set seat-buyers in sour mood 
which subsequent events did nothing 
to sweeten. 

They Paid 75c 

About 2,500 persons spent 75c to 
attend the session; Valentine had 
a cash and candy supply on hand 
enabling him to quiz no more than 
23 of these. Mike-runners for the 
evening were volunteers from the 
announcerial departments of the lo- 


cal senders. ‘Robbery,’ ‘bare-faced 
collusion,’ ‘all fixed beforehand’ were 
‘a few of the comments passed by the 
crowd on the work of the mikemen. 
Cake-taker was when one selection 
‘from down front jokingly supplied 
‘the announcer’s name as his own, 
with the apparent  fraternization 
sowing the lynch spirit throughout 
the gathering. 

Sober neutral viewers of the af- 
fair absolve all official participants 
of any untoward activity, attributing 
the near-fiasco results rather to bad 
luck and the dynamics of chance. 
These critics point out that the 2,500 
had paid approximately double the 
local cinema tariff to see a broad- 
cast staged and to take a shot at 
some prize money. When the first 
‘didn’t materialize and the odds on 
the second turned out to be in- 
tolerably long, there was bound to 
be rancor, the analysts assert. 

Questions currently bemusing lo- 
‘eal radio execs: Do non-winners 
‘ever come away happy? Does the 
‘mere fact that a show is being 
broadcast make for tolerance? Is 
a film-house quiz audience there to 
see the pic program or to get a shot 
‘at some silver dollars? And finally, 
'what does an advertiser gain by as- 
'sociating his product with odds that 
‘are painfully long, however much 
‘the presence of these may be con- 
cealed by quizzo trimmings? 
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@ WSM has one of the 


largest staffs of talent and 


technical experts of any single station in the United 


States. 


That is one reason why WSM tailor-made 


shows break response and sales records for one 


elient after another. 


And this is not the result of the work of any one 
“genius” but the close cooperation of a well knit 
organization and a talent staff in excess of 250 


artists. 


Ask your secretary to write us today for case his- 


tories. 
mation. 


You owe it to your firm to have this infor- 
It will be sent by return mail. 


National Representatives, Edward Petry & Co., Ince, 


WSM 


NASHVIL 


LE, TENNESSEE 


NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IS COMPLETE WITHOUT WSM 





RADIO 
Quiz About Quizzes | 


Philadelphia, Feb, 6. 

A quiz program to end all quiz 
programs will star: next week on 
WDAS. The station will invite 
winners of question bees on 
other stations to answer ques- 
tions regarding all quiz broad- 
casts on the air. 

The winner will get a book on 
question bees. 


HOME AND LISTENING 
WINS A-RADIO SET 


Des Moines, Feb. 6. 

To test radio listening on daytime 
programs, KRNT, Des Moines, is giv- 
ing away a radio a day. ‘The radio 
gift man’ will visit unannounced dis- 
tricts and if the radio is turned to 
KRNT when he makes his call the 
person answering the door gets a 
small Philco set. 


The test will 
month. 














| 








be made for one! 





$5 Pald If a Customer 


St. Louis, Feb. 86. 

The L. Cohen Grocery Co., whole- 
sale distributor locally of the Elco 
brand of canned foodstuffs, on its 
15 mins. once-a-week ‘Happy House- 
wives’ program over KMOX calls 
three housewives by phone, the num- 
bers being selected at random from 
the phone book. If they have a can 
of Elco products on hand they are 
awarded a $5 bill. If they are out 
of the brand the sponsor sends a 
sample. 

Names and addresses are given 
and the retailers are made happy by 
being mentioned. ~ 





Now It’s ‘Flowing Gold’ 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 
Another bushleague ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
is called ‘Flowing Gold’ and spotted 
Thursday nights at 10:30 on WKBW 
by Kellogg-Tydol Petroleum. Show 
has three announcers handling quiz, 
lucky phone call and weekly stunt 
such as studio nail-driving contest. 


Names for phone call taken from 
those deposited at sponsor’s gas sta- 
tions. If slip shows a _ purchase, 
amount is doubled. Recent stanza 
(1) gave out $37 in studio prizes and 
$186 on the phone. 








‘Dr. 1.Q.’ on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Lew Valentine will do his ‘Dr. I. Q.’ 

program from the. stage of Chinese 

theatre for six weeks beginning | 
Feb. 26. 

Similar audience show is broa 


town Paramount. 





Robert B. Evans, sportscaster for 
WBZ, Boston, resigned last week, 
to return to baseball. 
Billy Evans, one-time umpire and 
present manager of the Boston Red 
Sox farm system. 


He’s son of | 
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Giveaways vs. 


———— = 


Horatio Alger 





Philadelphia, Feb, 6. 


Radio gimmicks were taken for a ride by Charles Fisher, Philly 
Record columnist, in his pillar, ‘So What,’ last week. Fisher called the 
giveaway fad the new method of success as contrasted to the Horatio 
Alger formula of working hard, rescuing the boss’s daughter from a 


runaway horse, etc. 


‘It is comforting to know how different the recipe for success is 
Fisher wrote. ‘For the major requirement is readiness to sit up 


now,’ 
nights 


listening to the radio and waiting for someone to mail or telephone 


you a fortune. 


‘Aside from the obligation actually to hear the programs, it is as 
pleasant a way of getting rich we know. We are enchanted at the idea 
of America gluing its ear to the loud speaker regularly and waiting for 
the news a thousand dollars is on the doorstep, 


‘What pleases us most is thinking how little chance Ragged Dick or 
Mark the Match Boy would have to cash in, Lads who arise with the 
roosters are in no condition to sit up nights with the lucky numbers, 
The chances are that if Dick would try to brave it out he would be 
asleep in his chair long before his number turned up. Fortune would 
pass him by. In our opinion, it would serve him right.’ 








BUSINESS INTERFERES 


Pleasure Trip Ruined by Anxious-te- 
Start Sponsor 








Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 


For three years, Allen Scott, 
WCAU gabber and news commenta- 
tor, has been trying to get a winter 
vacation. Last week he planed to 
Miami with his wife. When he ar- 
rived there was a telegram waiting 
at his hotel demanding he return 
immediately. 


The station has signed an account 
it had been dickering with for the 


past year. The program is to be a/| 


15-minute variety show, six times 
weekly. The bankroller is the John 
Morrell, meat packers. 





SCHICK RAZOR 
RADIO MAYBE 


Schick Razor has under considera. 
tion a believe-it-or-not idea based en 
tirely on sports which NBC audi- 
tioned for it. 

Title of the series is ‘Miracles of 
Sports,’ with the material being fur- 
'nished by the Bob Edgren syndicate 
which has a strip of the same cap- 
tion, 
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Are You A 





Personality Announcer 


? 


Are you a man who has run—or is run- 
ning—a musical clock program? 


success? 


network station in a 


fidence. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 








Do you have evidence to prove your 


: Do you want to be associated with a 


major city? 


There is an opportunity open for an 
alert personality who has ideas and abil- 
ity to build a following. 

It's an opportunity to start with a guar- 
| anteed salary—and 


= 5 


cast by a petrol outfit from the down- 


percentage. 


Write us—giving full details about your- 
self and your qualifications. 
All information will be held in con- 


Write to Box 562 
Variety, New York 
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the advertising agency, 


has been acquired 


INCORPORATED 


Chicago, Illinois 


February I, 1949 


This is to announce that complete ownership of 


B ‘nton & Bowles - Chicago, Ine. 


by the principals, Stuart Sherman and Arthur Marquette, 


and henceforth will be known as 


SHERMAN & MARQUETTE 


Thirty-fourth Floor, Palmolive Building 
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McCann-Erickson T 


akes Out License 
With MPPA on Biscuit Programs 








McCann-Erickson last week ob- 
tained a license from Harry Fox, 
agent and trustee, in connection with 
the use of Martin Block’s ‘Make-Be- 
lieve Ballroom’ idea on 17 stations 
for National Baking Co. (bread ac- 
count). Fox had contended that 
even though Victor phonograph 
records were to be furnished the 
various stations the fact that a tran- 
scription was to be included in the 
batch of platters made the music 
used subject to special licensing, or 
the same as if this music was re- 
corded on transcriptions. The sta- 
tions taking the campaign, which 
starts Feb. 12, have obtained the 
licensed required by Victor. 

Frank Conrad, McC-E time buyer, 
and Jack Harrington, executive on 
the National Baking  ». account, 
left Sunday (4) for a tour of the sta- 
tions on the campaign’s list to dem- 
onstrate how the programs are to 
be run off. The pair will ke gone 
several weeks. Bill Spier, of the 
agency’s radio department, will make 
the rounds in New England. 


KOL ACCEPTS 
IBEW SHOP 


Seattle, Feb. 6. 


Strike of technicians, members of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local 77, at 
KOL, Mutual outlet, which has been 
in effect for over two weeks, was 
settled Friday (2). Five techs went 
back to work, when standard con- 
tract was signed by Archie Taft, 
vice-prez of station and W. A. Kelly, 
Pacific Coast rep of the union. 


The pact inked agrees to basic 








$42.50 for 44-hour week, closed shop, 


improved working conditions with 
new wage scale retroactive to Nov. 
15. Also agrees to additional in- 
crease of $13 a month six months 
after effective date of the contract, 
or May 15. Picket line in front, of 
station offices was withdrawn Thurs- 
day (1) when Kelly was advised out- 
let was ready to talk turkey with 
him. Airer now back to its regular 
signoff period and local musicians 


.€an report when called to work in 


studios. Pickets prevented mu- 
sickers from reporting while strike 
Was on. 

Most of the contracts so far signed 
with the stations carry riders in the 
form of appended letters explana- 
tory to the clauses in the pact and 
how far each party to the agree- 
ments can go each way on any dis- 
puted matters that might arise dur- 
ing life of the contract. 


George Ogle to Newell-Emmett 

George Ogle, formerly with the 
Ward Wheelock agency, joins Newell- 
Emmett in a general radio executive 
Capacity next week. 

He’s currently on a short vacation 
trip. 
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MOON REAGAN QUITS; 
TO TRY HOLLYWOOD 


Des Moines, Feb. 6. 


Neil (Moon) Reagan, brother of 
Ronald (Dutch) Reagan now of the 
films, has resigned his job as pro- 
gram director and announcer of 
WOC, Davenport, Iowa, to try his 
luck in Hollywood. 

‘Dutch’ Reagan gave up job as a 
sports announcer with WHO here to 
enter pictures. 








Ted Husing, CBS, is set to broad- 
cast the Drake Relays in Des Moines 
in April, Deal was set by Gardner 
Cowles, Jr. president of Iowa 
Broadcasting System and a member 
of the board of trustees of Drake U. 
in New York last week. 
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Bashfulness Cure 





Des Moines, Feb. 6. 

Dale Morgan, who marked his 
sixth anniversary as ‘the man 
on the street’ for KSO, Des 
Moines interviewed his 50,000th 
person. Curbstone forum is in 
front of the Register and Tribune 
building each afternoon at 1:15. 

Sponsored by Iowa Flour Mill- 
ing Co. 


RUPPERT BEER 
IS SPREADING 


With Rupperts Beer expanding na- 
tionally, the Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency is trying to work out some 
sort of a campaign that it can sub- 
mit to the account. 

While with Lennen & Mitchell the 
brewer used sports and musical pro- 
grams. 














AFM Attacks No-Orchestra WPEN 
By Injunction Demand to Stop 
Discs Based on WDAS Precedent 





Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, was skedded to file suit 
today (Tues.) in Common Pleas 
Court for an injunction restraining 
station WPEN from using phono- 


graph recordings. The suit, drawn 
up by Attorney Maurice Speiser, was 
the union’s retaliation against the 
station’s dropping of its house band 
last month following a dispute over 
terms for a new contract. The court 
action is based on a decision by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court several 
years ago in a case of Fred Waring 
versus WDAS which established the 
property right of a musician in re- 
cordings cut by him. 

Since all recording artists are 





members of the AFM, the union feels 


‘it can force WPEN to stop using discs 
‘entirely. Such a move would seri- 
|Ously cripple the station as most of 


WPEN’s commercials are 
broadcasts. 
Legal experts believe there is a 


recorded 


_ good possibility that the case may be 


shifted to the Federal Court because 
owners of the outlet (the Arde 
Bulova interests) are residents of 
New York, while the plaintiffs are 
Philadelphians. 

The station has been picketed since 
early last month when the house 
band was eliminated. The station 
has offered to spend $15,000 for its 
music budget while the union is ask- 





ing $27,500. 















Every Saturday evening 
this great company of entertainers 
is packing them in at Cincinnati's 
Emery Auditorium for 21% hours 
of fun and music. Every summer 
the WLW Jamboree attracts rec- 
ord crowds at State and County 
Fairs—last summer they played 
at 38 Fairs in five states. Through- 
out the year big crowds at 
theatres all over the WLW area 
see radio’s Number 1 Rural Show. 
Over 225 times during 1939 the 
Boone County Jamboree played 
to enthusiastic audiences—a total 
of 370,453 paid admissions. 


These enthusiastic crowds are 
representative of the vast and in- 
tensely loyal audience that regu- 
larly hears the Jamboree on the 
air. The good old-fashioned singin’ 
school and huskin’ bee entertain- 
ment of the WLW Boone County 
Jamboree has made this show the 
outstanding radio favorite of the 
nation’s greatest farm audience. 





... these things, too, we think 


are part of the story of WLW. 
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@a Recent poll 

showed Lulu Belle 
end Scotty top favor- 
ites with Jamboree 


audiences, 


nown as the a> 


dian 


Cow 
Girl, Helen Diller’s 
singing is always in 


demand. 


4a Two sweet voices 


anda 


itar make 


the Girls of the Golden 
West hits of the show. 


Amazingly profi- a> 
cient with the 


armonica, 


Lafe 


arkness always 
a “big hand.” ” 


ee A po? Happy 


Ha 


"Halloran 


and the inseparable 


air, Ma 


cCormick. 


and Pa 


Genuinely humor- a> 
ous but full of 
horse sense — that’s 
the philosophy of 
“— 


y Jim” 


ay. 


<< Clever renditions 


of old 


and new 


songs account for the 
steady popularity of 
the Novelty Aces. 


THE NATION’S 


most ‘‘Merchandise-Able”’ 


STATION 
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Ann Sothern, Melvyn Douglas and 
Robert Young guested on the Gulf- 
Screen Guild show last Sunday (4) 
over CBS, joining in a version of 
‘She Met Him in Paris,’ which the 
same pair of men did in the Para- 
mount picture with Claudette Col- 
bert. Ether adaptation caught the 
same quality of deft comedy that 
made the picture a click, and it was 
neatly played by all three. Voices 
of Douglas and Young contrast 
clearly and both conveyed _ the 
proper character, while Miss Sothern 
again demonstrated the sharp touch 
Hollywood belatedly discovered not 
long ago. Roger Pryor is still stress- 
ing the chatty informality atmos- 
phere, this time admitting the listen- 
ers to a homey Hollywood scene by 
mentioning the rehearsals in front 
of the Pryor-Sothern fireplace. 





Paul Sullivan is handling part of 
the blurbing for Raleigh cigarets, 
and Sunday night (4) slipped from 
one speed to the other like a skillful 
chauffeur that knows his gearshift. 
Sullivan crowds more than the or- 
dinary amount of news in his com- 
pactly-edited sesh. 





Helen Hayes returned to the 
Campbell dramatic series Sunday 
night (4) over CBS, appearing with 
Orson Welles in a condensation of 
Clemence Dane’s backstage drama, 
‘Broome Stages.’ According to the 
blurb, the piece was Miss Hayes’ 
own choice, but her part hardly indi- 
cated why. Her playing was as ef- 
fective as the few vivid scenes al- 
lowed, but the part simply didn’t 
offer scope to match her talents and 
she palpably fluffed several lines. 
Welles thundered through the part 
of the domineering, scenery-chew- 
ing Shakespearean star as if it were 
closing night on a Mississippi show- 
boat. John Hoysradt’s tight delivery 





was unsuited to Stephen as a youth, 
but was credible for the older man. 
Welles’ word-picture introduction 
was vivid and his curtain spiel show- 
manly hoke, but Miss Hayes’ line 
about going downstairs to her car 
was foreign to the footlighted at- 
mosphere of the moment. 

Stella Unger has been dishing out 
Hollywood gossip in the mornings 
for Borden's dairy products locally 
on NBC, N. Y. This must be wel- 
come to many if only as a slight in- 
termission between the weepers. The 
Hollywood stuff is from the pufferies, 
of course. 
just like most of the screen fan mags. 
Which is no hindrance to circula- 
tion. of course. Oddity of program 
has been the emphasis on the name 
‘kitchen bingo’ to describe the act 
of ringing a bell and awarding dol- 
lar bills for recipes sent in by 
housewives. This isn’t bingo at all 
and the whole thing is just old- 
fashioned ‘are you listening,’ test- 
ing. It's a sign of the times that 
the name ‘bingo’ is thought to have 
lure even when there’s no bingo. 





‘Grand Central Station’ last Fri- 
day night (2) uncorked a murder 
mystery that was hardly character- 
istic of the New York life that’s the 
supposed theme of the show, but it 
made okay radio entertainment for 
the masses. Piece, titled ‘Four of a 
Kind,’ was a fantastic yarn about 
a femme and three men chemists, 
all redheaded and all left-handed, 
who become involved in a murder. 
There was a touch of munitions es- 
pionage and of course the only sus- 
picious character (because he was so 
definitely colorless) turned out to be 
the culprit. Also the script con- 
tained the fastest - propositioning 
Romeo and the most amorous dame 


on record, but little character-de- | 











It’s springtime at WISV! 





17 NEW quarter- 
hours a week bought 
on WJSV since Janu- 
ary 1, plus exclusive 
play-by-play baseball. 


HERE’S a half-foot of 
a a on the capital 
dome. But it’s spring- 
time at WJSV! So much 





business was placed on 


WJSV last month that the mark usually reached 


during the first quarter has been passed! 


Since New Year’s Eve, WJSV added to its already 


sponsor-filled schedule seventeen more weekly 


guarter-hours of spot business! And that’s not 


counting the play-by-play baseball broadcasts 


which will be again sponsored on WJSV! 


With this year barely under way, WJSV is 


already well on the way to its sixth year of 


dominant leadership in the nation’s capital. And 


next month, WJSV will be operating as Wash- 


ington’s only 50,000 watt station. 


| WJ SV Columbia's station in the Nation's Capit: 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broad- 


casting System. Represented by Radio Sales: 
New York + Chicago + Detroit + St. Louis 
Charlotte, N. C. - Los Angeles + San Francisco 
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‘and Jerome Epstein scripted. 
| some 














veloping was possible in view of the 
amount of plot to be crammed into 
the 30 minutes. Florence re apa 
or 
incomprehensible reason, 
there’s a sound of applause just be- , 
fore the half-way commercial—may- | 
be it’s the commuters in Grand Cen- | 
tral Station. But all in all, the show 


‘is satisfactory excuse for the Lis- 


,in 


It's gushy and silly and. 


Patricia Fitzgerald, 
older, 


terine plugs. 





Clifton Fadiman quipped concern- 
ing Vartery when Russell Crouse 
tlopped significance of number ‘113’ | 
current news stories. Fadiman 
asked what papers Crouse read ‘ex- 
cept VARIETY,’ 





NBC Blue broadcast an ‘experi- 
mental’ program for teen-age girls. 
as a 17-year- 
vein 


spoke in a_ personal 


‘about a college social, clothes and 


‘by announcer Howard Petrie, he said: 


| Fitzgerald) 


| giving 
‘speakers, less to audience questions, 


sports. 


After she had finished mon- 
olog and answered a few questions 


‘It seems to us the teen-age gir’ has 
been neglected (in radio)...if you 
think so, write us and she (Miss 
will be brought back 
soon.’ Idea of a program for adoles- 
cent girls may be a sound one, but 
first installment of present one 
seemed tepid. 





Tewn Meeting of the Air has been 
more time apparently to 


and on the whole this does not work 
out too well. In some recent weeks 


| the forum end (and it’s primarily that 





kind of program) has been disap- 
pointingly brief, with only a hand-'! 
ful of questions from the floor. | 
When the latter are small orations | 
from the left that take up time, it’s 
even less engrossing. Shorter main 
talks, or more time from NBC (pro- 
gram could easily go hour and a half 
when theme is lively), seem indi- 


i cated. 





Percy Faith of Toronto continues 


with bright off-the-line arrangements | 
heard Wednesdays on Mutual. | 
KMBC, Kansas City 


i 


as 
More gab is being inserted in seem- 


'old La Belle France. 


|ing effort to make program sound 
‘sophisticated’ in the manner of 
American shows. While the script 
}effort is showmanly and not alto- 
| gether uncommendable, the fact re- 
|mains that words-for-their-own-sake 


|seldom mean much to a radio pro- 


| gram. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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There is some tendency that 
way. 
} 

Al and Lee Reiser’s cross-breeding 
of ‘Pop Goes the Weasel’ and ‘Danse | 
Macabre’ is something luscious in| 
two-piano harmony. This pair, plus | 
Alice Remsen, 
quarter-hour in the NBC blue morn- 





ing sked stand forth as a glistening | 


episode amidst weepy serials. Miss 


SIMONE SIMON 
‘Fifth Row Center’ with Olan Soule, 
Bret Morrison, Louise Barclay 


‘30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 


Sunday, 6 


p.m. 
|WOR-Mutual, New York 


This weekly 30-minute series de- 
buted in 1932 as an interview session 
out of WGN, Chicago, 


It's since been switched to a dra- 
matic stanza, still using headliners 
from legit shows playing Chicago. 
Edition caught was an unbelievably 
romantic bit of taffy called ‘Model 
Princess,’ starring Simone Simon, 
at present in Chicago with the musi- 
cal ‘Three After Three.’ It was 
scripted by Noel B. Gerson, of the 
WGN publicity staff and was just too 
sweet even for radio. 

It's about a tremulous young 
Parisian model who poses as a prin- 
cess to enable Prince Paul to impress 
the visiting Wall Streeters and ob- 
tain a life-and-death loan for good 
As seems in- 
evitable in these sentimental out- 
bursts, the hero was a reporter. He 
sounded as if he was wearing a new 
hat—probably a derby. And if her 
hubby of small son weren’t drown- 
ing out the program with rude 
noises, Mrs. Housewife undoubtedly 
found it all enormously emotional. 

As a radio trouper (in a curtain 


"speech she said it was her third 
,mike appearance in the U. S.) Miss 


Simone handled the straight sweet- 
ness capably and really clicked on 
one or two surprise comedy lines, 


of whimsy. Olan Soule and Louise 
Barclay were convincing as the ac- 
cented McCoy prince and his spouse, 
while Bret Morrison gave the popu- 
lar conception of a dashing news- 
paper man. 

lair Walliser directed and Harold 
Stokes batoned the ae” . 

obe. 


‘MIDLAND MINSTRELS’ 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Daily, 7:45 a.m. 


This musical foursome has been a 


as a regular assignment. Calling 
program ‘Favorites of yesterday and 
today,’ which gives license to include 
most any kind of selections. Pop 
songs, light classicals, Irish ballads, 
medleys are used. Catches the av- 
erage K. C. man on his way to work 
via the auto radio and the house- 
wife ere she gets involved in the 
day’s marathon of serials. Compe- 


make an obscure|tition at this period consists mostly 
| of musical clocks. 


Four contrive to be highly listen- 
able, but some special attention to ar- 


Reinsen’s handling of the ‘Musical| rangements would put outfit in the 


Professor’ novelty proves good spe-_| class 
quintets. 
| other KMBC shows, do outside dates 
| steadily through the artists’ bureau, 


cial song material is not entirely a 
lost art. 





with network quartets and 


Group works on several 


Casa Loma orchestra worked out a| 29d have a local following. Making 


ie of drollery on the Fitch Band 


Wagon Sunday (4), when the vari- 
|ous members began talking about 
their babies and drifted into a 
woman’s sewing-circle line of gab 
that piled up some real giggles, un- 
expected in such. circumstances. 


Program was long on biographical | 
detail and made a point, interesting | 
probably to most fans, that the To- 
ronto castle for which the organiza- 
tion is named is now a cobweb trap. 





Barbara Jo Allen is creating one! 
of radio’s few robustious female hoke | 
characterizations, Vera Vague, and | 


| this morning quarter hour a smart 
| move by the program department. 

| Eddie Johnson bull fiddles and 
|handles the vocals via his tenor 
| pipes, Kenneth White on clarinet, 
Bill Gall on guitar and Charles 
Prior on vibraphone. Latter instru- 
ment sets group apart in thie area. 
Andy Anderson of the Rhythm 
Riders group obliges whenever work 
calls for piano tingling. Quin. 








using stage | 
names currently playing that city. | 


| it seems to be getting constantly bet- 


| ter. Her change of pace in tone and 
| mood is of the native essence of real 
| humor. 
| ponging with Edgar Bergen on the 
| Chase & Sanborn half-hour, this ac- 


tress scored four midriffers and a lot | 
lof lesser giggles, a handsome total | 


Sunday night, in her ping- | 


for any radio comedienne. 





Deems Taylor fired off several 
provocative observations about mu- 


| sic criticism during his commentator 


| his 


period last Sunday afternoon (4) on 
the New York Philharmonic orches- | 
tra broadcast over CBS. Although | 
remarks apparently referred | 
only to musical criticism, they might | 
apply almost as well to any other 
form of critical judgment. Referring | 


;to classical records by anonymous | 


| artists, 


Taylor 
Kalodin’s 


mentioned 


Irving | 
recent article 


implying | 


_that such an assignment might show | 


| Sunday nights 


nite character and style such a tab 
indicates, the program is rather a 
| formless collection of routine variet 
show ingredients, without the punc 
'or highlights to make such a stanza 


up the critics. Taylor more or less | 
concurred, then launched into a brief | 
but pungent discussion of his own. 
ideas on the subject. It was chatty, | 
illuminating and absorbing program | 
comment. 





‘Show of the Week’ over Mutual 
hardly equals its 


promising title. Instead of the defi- 


click. It isn’t downright bad; it isn’t 
downright anything. It has Budd 
Hulick, Al Goodman’s band, Penny 





| Wise, Dave Driscoll and, last Sun- 
‘day (4), Florence Lake as guester. | 


| 


| 
| 


Like the rest of the lineup, the three | 
commercials aslo fail to’ put over any | 


particular slant or theme. | 





Announcer Al Taylor back a! 
WBEN, Buffalo, minus his appendix. ! 












listener and time buyer 
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To THOUSANDS of car owners (with auto 
radios) on Connecticut's well-traveled roads, bill- 
boards advertise WDRC's product: — preferred 
programs and latest news. 


Strategically located, they also remind both 


..,  Connecticut’s station — serving the best part of the 


| NATIONAL COLORED VocaL 
SYMPHONY 
, Mixed Choir of 75 directea by 
| Llewellyn Wilson 
| 30 Mins. 
| NATIONAL (Premium Beer) 
WBAL. Baltimore’ 
, Baltimore (and WOL, 
ington) t. Wash. 
(D. Stuart Webb) 


Arthur H. Deute, presiden 

, National Brewery, who is reel 
with one of the outstanding mer 
chandising jobs since repeal in his 
;marketing of high-priced Premium 
Beer, has organized and is now 
sponsoring radio of this Negro choir 
{In putting it on the air under the 
| auspices of his brewery he seems to 
_ be leaning a bit too far back in get. 
ting the most out of what should be 
‘a highly entertaining and beneficial 
/ mutual effort. Commercials are 
| brief and merely sponsorship credits 
but there is certainly no necessity 
for laying it on extra heavy on the 
long underwear phases of choral 
repertoire simply because the spon. 
soring product happens to be a beer 
and a transient ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
might possibly cause the lifting of a 
critical eyebrow here or there. 


Under the baton of Llewellyn Wil. 
, son, vocal group gives much promise 
, of striking harmony and phrasing 
| but the numbers selected for its 
| radio debut unfortunately cried for 
| tempo variation and accelerated 
‘pace. Two compositions by local 
| writers, ‘Fair Land of Freedom’ by 
|Gustav Klemm, and ‘Song of Joy,’ 





but floundered on the occasional bits by Franz Bornschein, proved nice 


| standouts, and the inevitable ‘Swing 

Along,’ ‘Going Home’ and _ other 
| familiar trimmings of a ‘high-class’ 
spiritual orgy also received adequate 
readings. 


If program is to continue in half. 
hour stanzas without the interpola- 
tion of instrumental ov orchestral 
| interludes, some added emphasis on 
strictly entertainment rather than 
;musical stress should be considered. 
| The repertoire of such organizations 
‘as the Hall-Johnson group or the 
; vocal novelties so much a part of 
| the Don Cossack choir of Serge 
| Jaroff, ought to be a helpful tip-off. 
_There seems to be no reason why 


| mainstay of the KMBC talent roster ; even a modern working out of a pop 
| for some time, but last week group 
| was given own 15 minute daily shot 


| tune shouldn’t have a place in this 
layout. 


_As it is, Deute has made an ambi- 

tious and nice departure in local 
commercial radio and should attract 
considerable good-will to his prod- 
uct, a difficult one to commercialize 
via radio at its best. Production in 
the studios of WBAL by Paul Girard 
okay, and announcing of Walter 
Linthicum a decided asset. Burm. 
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T TO HAPPINESS’ 
aie Mignon Schreiber, Ruth Bailey, 
mour Young, Bernadine Flynn, 
Carl Kroenke, Nancy Hurdle, Pat 
Murphy, Cariton Kadell, Lucille 
G , Constance Crowder, Reese 
Taylor, Art Petersen 


15 Mins. 

CRISCO 

Daily, 12:30 p.m. 

WBBM-CBS; Chicago 
(Compton) 


2 much longer can shows of 
ghis type go on? Since the beginning 
of radio this has been the moot ques- 
tion. Just when everyone seems 
ready to see the national system 
purged of so much sickening sweet- 

ess, along comes a new show to 

rove that the end has not yet been 
reached, that there is still more room 
in the loudspeaker for the unadulter- 
ated goo that the daytime scripts in- 
sist are full of (1) romance for the 
matrons and (2) sales impact. : 

Such is ‘The Right to Happiness. 
While this is listed as a new show, 
there are many who believe (and 
with good reason) that this isn’t a 
new show at all, but is really ‘Back- 
stage Wife,’ ‘Life of Mary Sothern 
and ‘The Goldbergs’ under an alias. 
For years everybody in radio has 
known that ‘Mary Marlin,’ ‘Romance 
of Helen Trent’ and ‘Valiant Lady’ 
are the one and same program, only 
with the names of the characters 
changed. Of course, the public 
doesn’t realize it. But then the pub- 
lic isn’t supposed to know anything. 
The public is wise enough only to 
buy the product plugged on ‘Painted 
Dreams,’ which is really ‘Manhattan 
Mother’ under a phoney moniker, 

In ‘Right to Happiness’ (which is 
really ‘Midstream’) everybody is 
worried about how to be happy, es- 
pecially a young girl and an older 
fellow. Then there is the girl's 
mother and her secretary. And the 
girl is in love with the fellow, even 
though he’s no juvenile. But even 
so, hasn’t he got a right to happi- 
ness? It’s pretty much of a mental 
struggle all around, and in between 
the characters sit down for discus- 
sions about happiness and life. 

Most of the time the cast talks as 
if they can’t catch their breath, as 
if life is too much for ’em. Agencies 
and sponsors have convinced them- 
selves that this sort of stuff is the 
best answer to the daytime radio 
problem and are content to go along 
with a three or five point rating. 
This show is something that will gar- 
ner a fair enough slice of listeners 
due to inevitable circumstances of 
radio daytime script broadcasting, 
but that is all. Gold 


‘STREAMLINE JOURNAL’ 
With Alma Kitchell, Irving Miller’s 
Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining, Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
Alma Kitchell’s Streamline Jour- 
nal is an NBC blue sustainer in pat- 
tern not unlike Heinz’s Magazine of 
the Air (on CBS several years ago) 
but without the latter’s ‘name’ con- 
tributors. Miss Kitchell, long has 
conducted and sung on NBC after- 
hoon shots for women. Here, as ‘edi- 
tor,” she introduces femme guests 
who ‘do pages’ on fashions, sports, 
ks, care of babies and other sub- 
jects of special interest to listeners 
of that sex. Miss Kitchell also an- 
nounces numbers by Irving Miller’s 
Manhatters (house orchestra) and 
her own contralto selections. 
Journal,’ coming off the press at 
p.m. should find favor with 
women interested in something be- 
sides the serials which clog the net- 
works during daytime. Grouns like 
General _Federation of Women’s 
Clubs—with which NBC blue works 
closely—undoubtedly approve it. 
Contents are a mixture of the 
heavier and the lighter, with the 
manner of presentation bright. Also 
very nolite and genteel. Jaco. 














‘DO YOU WANT THE MONEY’ 
Quiz 

15 Mins. 

SWARTZ & LEVISON SHOE 
WOKO, Albany : 

Station landed a new account with 
a program that has a twist to usual 
quiz setup, the telephone nang eee 
to interrogate listeners at home. 
Idea was better than its execution 
opening week and No. 2 shot was not 
as good as No, 1. No cash payoffs 
and dialers did not receive a chance 
to phone an answer to second query 
after person at called number failed 
to reply correctly. Too much time 
spent in plugging, explaining and 
waiting; too leisurely a pace in stu- 
dio. At best, quarter-hour is short 
for anything so involved. Chatter 
should be cut and a method of put- 
ting calls through faster devised. A 
couple of ‘no responses’ bog down 
program completely; second broad- 
cast started with an ‘out,’ thus stal- 
ling immediately. Transcribed mu- 
sic fills in the pauses. 

Ruth Howard, reported to be 
daughter of Comedian Tom Howard 
and pleasant of voice and manner, 
delivers two spiels. Jaco. 


ROCKY CLARK 

15 Mins.—Local 
BEVERWYCK BREWERIES 
WICC, Bridgeport 

Radio editor Rocky Clark is a 
veteran news miker, having briefed 
his paper’s contents on WICC long 
before John Shepard started his 
Yankee net news service. Current 
series in behalf of Beverwyck beer 
and ale serves to supplement WICC’s 
own local coverage and also makes 
use of material in Clark’s radio col- 
umn. Broadcast caught, for in- 
stance, finished with report of Jack 
Benny’s salary argument with spon- 
sor. 

Clark’s delivery is sure and listen- 
able, even with laryngitis trouble of 
preem airing. Bill Elliott’s com- 
mersh was of sensible length. Clark 
also got in plug for his paper. Elem. 





DICK GILBERT QUIZ 
30 Mins. 

Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 
WEVD, New York 

Dick Gilbert, known around the 
Broadway sector, is running a quiz 
program based on the crossword- 
puzzle type of question. Gilbert has 
a nice radio voice, considerable poise 
and presence of mind without being 
a wit. 

First program had two faults, easily 
corrected. First, the quizees had all 
been selected for a publicity payoff. 
The public itself would provide bet- 
ter subjects and not require the 
over-done puffing, as with the milk 
farm of Bob Taplinger’s sister, or the 
show from which came actress Leona 
Powers. Since the prizes are theatre 
tickets anyhow, that’s enough of the 
commercial pat-on-back stuff. 

Second flaw was the absurdly easy 
questions chosen for the first session. 
They were practically self-answering 
every time. - Land. 


MAURICE DREICER 
‘Talking Over the News’ 
15 Mins.—Local 

Daily, 10:15 p.m. 

WOV, New York 

Dreicer’s idea is a variation on the 
usual news stuff. Selecting a differ- 
ent aspect of the complex and 
numerous problems of the times, and 
a different guest speaker, the rou- 
tine is to sit down and examine one 
particular problem each night from 
all sides. Now it’s domestic politics, 
another night European diplomacy, 
and so on. 

When heard, Dreicer & Co. dis- 
cussed Roosevelt’s third term coy- 
ness in a way that lighted up the 
whole terrain. Program suggests that 
Dreicer either must be well informed 
to start with, or will have beaucoup 
research on his hands if he, as the 
permanent member of the gab 
teams, has to go up against different 
—r* on different subjects every 
night. 

WOV should pick up some new 
circulation with this one. Land. 
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Harold Lasswell Ist Professor 
To Use Showmanship on Air 





By BOB LANDRY 


A professor of social psychology, 
Harold Lasswell, has de-jinxed the 
well-known but little-loved ‘educa- 
tional program’ and is proving on 
Friday nights at 10:45 over the NBC 
red that a touch of showmanship 
will transform the potentially dull 
into the vividly engrossing. Lasswell 
is probably the first topflight intel- 
lectual to devote real thought and 
ingenuity to the technical problem 
of ‘getting over’ on the radio. He 
has evolved the lecture-with-dra- 
matic-flashbacks. And it’s highly 
stimulating as an authentic advance 
in the art of radio. The formula is 
as flexible as an Arabian acrobat. 


The Lasswell series is called ‘Hu- 
man Nature in Action’ and deals 





with problems of neurosis (queer 
birds to you, muggs!), which is a 
subject that can get lost in the fog of 


lets himself go. 
keeps his theme in sharp focus all 
the way, but by the use of profes- 
sional actors to illustrate his points 
is able to make the jump from the 
academic to the specific and, better 
than that, the dramatic fade-in and 
fade-out puts human sympathy and 
compassion into a subject that is 
often discussed as if sensitive human 
souls were so many pieces of rhi- 
noceros skin, 


‘Mrs. Drudge, a gal with a tangled 
personality, was examined by the 
professor from the standpoint of 
what she is outwardly, privately, 
subconsciously, and, in retrospect, 
what influences moulded her. The 





actress who played Mrs. Drudge was 
excellent, and the whole effort 


'dimwit housewife listeners. 


big words in no time if the professor | 


Lasswell not only | the U. S. is going to be healthier and 


‘healthier, if also duller and duller. 


stacked up as basic drama, viz., put- 


ting the human ego under a micro= ~ 


scope and then magnifying it for the 
whole radio world. In its way it 
was as significant as the headlines 
from Finland. 

To disarm his listeners, Lasswell 
has, with Confuscius-like wisdom, 
omitted both ‘professor’ and ‘doctor 
from his billing. 


‘AMANDA OF HONEMOON HILL’ 


With Joy Hathaway, Boyd Crawford, 
Matt Crowley 

15 Mins. 

Haley’s Mineral Oil 

Daily, 3:15 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


Expert commercial writing ~ the 

» as 
the commercial says, Haley’s will 
cure headaches and acid indigestion 


| Yarn deals with a pretty young 


; Dogtown hillbilly whose crool paw 
is forcing her to wed a coarse moun- 
taineer neighbor. But she runs away 
and before being dragged back to 
the ancestral shanty, meets THE 
Boy, who’s young, handsome and 
rich. Well, it looks as if there’d be 
plenty of palpitations across the kilo- 
cycles the ensuing weeks. 


Joy Hathaway manages to achieve 
a remarkably waif-like quality to the 
girl, while Boyd Crawford is an up- 
standing hero. Pa Hillbilly is a 
teeth-clenching hea Matt Crow- 
ley is announcer and Helen Walpole 
does the scripting. It’s acceptable 
claptrap. Hobe, 











“.. One 


we have ever made” 


Says G. W. JOHNSON, General Manager, 
KTSA, Columbia affiliate in San Antonio 


It’s simple... easy. +, 
economical to add the Novachord’s 


Brand New Appeal to your musical 


prod uctions. 


You'll find the Novachord to be one of 
the best buys you can make — because it 
gives you a vast, entirely new opportu- 


nity for showmanship. 


Hear and try the Novachord just once! 
Discover all for yourself how this fas- 
cinating new instrument does more 
things... fills more needs... adds more 
appeal ... to more kinds of music... 
than any other way to make music you 


can even imagine! 


For you merely play the Novachord’s 
single keyboard, as you would a piano. 
You produce piano-like tones. You turn 
the tone selectors — then things happen! 
You hear musical effects of: 
’cello, flute, violin, muted trumpet—and 


actually dozens of others! 


Hear — and try — the Hammond 
Novachord at your local Hammond 
dealer’s. Or write TODAY for complete 






| of others. 






See.. Hear.. Play.. 





You just turn the 
Tone Selectors as you 


i and actually dozens 


como 
— 








of 


clarinet, 


play. And the Nova- ri w Hilieons N. 
chord adds musical Chicago, Illinois. 

4 effects of French 
horn, violin, guitar — 


New York — 50 


Los Angeles — 3328 Wilshire Blvd. 


the Best Buys 


information about the Novachord in 
your programs: Hammond Instrument 


HAMMOND ORGAN STUDIOS: 


AND 








Beatrice Morin, Novachord Artist and G. W. Johnson, General Manager of KTSA 


Western Avenue, 


W. 57th Street 
the first 





The NEW idea in music — by the kers of H 


MOND 


VO, CN0"™ 


@t the HAMMOND ORGAN STUDIOS in the Hammond Building, 50 West 57th S?., New York 


THE HAM 





d Organ! 





HAMMOND NOVACHORD 
PAYS PROFITS FOR KTSA... 


VARIETY AWARD FOR SHOW- 
MANSHIP IN COMMUNITY 


Mr. Johnson writes: “We consider the 
Novachord one of the best buys we have 
ever made in the history of our station 
production. .. . I understand we were 


to purchase one of these instruments. 

“We used this fact in presenting ma- 
terial to Variety recently in pointing out 
our attempts in showmanship. Undoubt- 
edly this was taken into consideration 
when we were selected as the national 
showmanship winner on Community 
Exploitation among all radio stations in 

the United States and Canada.” 
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— « 

ee | Nearly one-half of the sets in homes | DPSS FSSFESEOEOEOE OS $oo+o4 ‘ 





are over five years old and ought to 
be replaced or repaired. | 
| 2. In cooperation with the recent- | 
/ly chartered Tucson Radio Service- | 
|men’s Association, the following | 
| month’s campaign was outlined and 


From the Production Centres 


4444444 





Local Programs, Ideas, Tieups 




















WNAX’s New Farm Service 
Yankton, S. D. 


Editor, VARIETY: 











|* 


now in progress. 


Name of Drive: ‘Radio Repair 


| Month.’ 
| Slogan: Enjoy Your Radio Even 











IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| Kay Kyser has gone on a six-week layoff in Florida, with the idea of 
_d 




















of NAB, thinks there is much work 
to be done in improving the recep- 


An early a.m. farm program, with 
hillbilly music conspicuous by its 
absence, has been inaugurated by 






















When you think of 


NEW ORLEANS 


you think of: 








NEW ORLEANS 


; was a wonderful thrill to hear your | 


| 


tion of radio programs in the home. | 


group singing and playing ‘Happy | 
Birthday to You.’ | 
‘You gave the country what we all’ 


of the picture. When that little 
youngster broke in at the end and 
wished the President a happy birth- 
day and you finished off by singing 
and playing ‘God Bless America,’ the 
whole group with whom I was listen- 
ing was deeply touched. 





Perfumed Letters 
Ft. Worth. 
New tri-weekly ‘Dearest Mother’ 
show for Universal Mills, via KGKO 
and Lone Star Chain, is being pro- 
moted by means of an unusual letter 
written to dealers and salesmen 
throughout the state. Letter is writ- 





| Side city limits, 


;need, and that is the humane side | 





airlanes is KVIC at Victoria, Texas. 
Station is operating on 1,310 kilo- 
cycles with 100 watts power on day- 
time basis. 

Charles Shea is manager. 


tion in Rochester, shifting proposed 
site of transmitter to Ridgeland, out- 
Now asks for 1340 
kilocycle band, unlimited time. 
Studio site to be determined. 











every month - - - 
HALF OF GREATER 





| ten on pink, perfumed stationery and 
| suggests a rendezvous with a certain | 
| ‘Rita’ who gives her box number. | 
| She mentions that she works on a/| 
new program for Universal Mills, but 
not all of the boys catch on to that. | 
| She has had six sugary letters in re- | 

turn already, addressed to the KGKO | 
| box number. 
| Evans & LeMay, Fort Worth, is| 
agency for the program and father | 
| of the smelly idea. 





| Citizens’ Tax Thoughts 
Rochester, N. Y. 
| WHAM aired start of Citizens Tax 
| League's drive for lower state budget | 
| with League setting up a booth in 
‘front of Sagamore Hotel to let all 
and sundry record their views on| 
wax for transmission to Albany. | 
Station carried views of League of- | 
| ficials as well as some of the funniest | 
| recordings. 
| The Teachers Are Good 
| 


| 








San Antonio. 
Station KONO is remoting a quar- 
ter hour program each week day | 
from the ‘Music Center’ in Joske’s | 
| Department Store here. Program 


| 
! 
| 
} 
| 


| 


CINCINNATI'S DRUG 


STORES NOW DISPLAY 
“WSAI- ADVERTISED” 
MERCHANDISE 


IN THEIR WINDOWS! 


A happy merchandising agreement between 
WSAI and Cincinnati druggists results in 
obtaining for WSAI advertisers, window 
displays in over 200 drug stores-—one week 
out of every four! A concrete promotion 
that. moves merchandise. Details and proof 
of this free “extra” are yours for the asking. 





i i ing but his Lucky Strike broadcasts. Eddie Green is set on 
In attempting to study the rural market and the problems of ge poe | More! maa A alin noe dale oak. Wades det Ing eek at ee “ I 
and how they might best be served by WNAX, Charlie Worcester Sinaia | Details: | Columbia last week auditioned ‘The Adventures of Ellery Queen’ as g rec 
self have spent a considerable amount of et a hee ee we 1 ' S | (a) Radio time signals stressing half-hour program. ..Maurice C. Dreicer is doing a “Talking over the News’ rul 
in the midwest. We came to this conclusion; that Agricultural Co 8 * the importance of radio, publicizing series, with authorities on national and international topics as guests, over pret 
Extension Departments, the Department of Agriculture, and all of the other Radio Repair Month, and urging ra- dn WY. Bondar nights (0:48). , 
101 agencies who attempt to help the farmer have overlooked one very ; dio repair. v, NN. ¥., by 
i rtant point, and that is this: (b) Dramatizations: (1) Written Milton Lazarus, film and stage writer, has sold a script to Ruthrauff & be! 
With pened 'to livestock all of the various well-wishers can, and do, by KVOA Script Department. (2) Ryan for Edward G. Robinson's ‘Big Town’ series. ...Don McLaughlin, an. ” 
*. tell the farmer what kind of livestock to raise, what to feed it, how to take | Adapted from scripts s¢nt to us by ' nouncer of ‘Adventures in Photography, has left to go on the road with - 
re of it. in fact how to obtain perfect results in the growing and care of th. National Association of Broad- the Theatre Guild’s ‘Fifth Column’....Reikel Kent, vet director formerly g 
se Z im h to efficiently market his asters pote _ with WLW, Cincinnati, has moved to New York and is with NBC... .Connie - 
livestock, but not one of them tell him how to casters, Washington, D. C. i ho ew , 
product. ; ! (ce) Tie-in displays at business, Ernst, daughter of Morris Ernst, is assisting Norman Corwin on ‘The Pur. P 
Throughout the midwest, cattle, —_ and ~— by Hier places of the members of the Tucson | suit of Happiness. - 
farmer in various ways—either trading among themse ; | Radio Servicemen's Association. in 
livestock sales barn where one farmer sells to another through an (d) Newspaper publicity. IN HOLLYWOOD a 
auctioneer, or direct to a stock yards in some distant city. With this | Final Punch: (a) On fourth week oe * ~ 
thought in mind, we felt the need for a concerted effort on the part of of campaign, the radio. servicemen Al Pearce and Bill Wright put their Eb and Zeb turn on wax for spon- Si 
WNAX to bring to the farmer proper marketing information for the dis- | repair free of charge the sets Of orig! attention. It’s a half hour rural comedy with Texas Rangers and G 
posal of his livestock at the greatest possible profit. baud ; folks in need. pas ' Mirandy....Amos ‘n’ Andy did their scripts for three days in the hosp he 
We approached the Sioux City Livestock Exchange Commission with our; (b) In cooperation with civic and awaiting new arrival in the Charles Correll household... .Jack Lescoulie in 
problem, and the results are most gratifying. Acknowledging this need, _ welfare groups, radio sets are col- took his ‘Grouch Club’ over to CBS for a showcasing. Missing from the al 
they interested the Chicago Livestock Exchange, which- undoubtedly con-' lected and distributed to people who oy isinal crew is Ned Sparks....Jack Benny’s two paid broadcasts in Oak- P 
trols the majority of the stock yards in the midwest, and together we have ' do not have radios, creating more dealt netted FDR's paralysis fund around $15,000....Don Lee's Wilbur yd 
worked out a series of 15-minute programs, five days a week, to run during radio families. Eickelberg joined golf's enchanted with a hole-in-one....Henny Young- m 
the noon hour from 12:30 to 12:45, giving to the farmer this vital and im-| This promotion began Jan. 8. and jan emceeing the Earl Carroll nitery extravaganza. ...Bob Lee here from th 
portant information. The Sioux City Livestock Exchange Commission | will continue until Feb. 4. The re- N. Y. to work with Tom Lewis on Screen Guild Theatre production. Norma 
bought the time over WNAX and even formed a corporation to — asre suits of the Gret week have been | Shearer Claudette Colbert and Cary Grant have volunteered to do a second a 
of the preparation and handling of this show. The name of the corporation _ particularly encouraging, and we, guest rh i on Gull chow sithoush the stare are asked to make aa ee ee 
is The Sioux City Livestock Market News and Educational Foundation. ‘hope that other stations can find time | appearance a year. William Powell and Myrna Loy team in John McClain’s fr 
The stock yards sn Chicago are watching for the program with great for similar promotions, work toward | ‘Singl e Crossing’ - Relief Fund program Feb, 11 NBC changed the title w 
interest as it is in the nature of a test. end if proven successful will be better radio. | of Doris Kenyon’s dramatic series freen ‘Saturday’s Child’ to ‘Crossroads’ 8c 
expanded to all of the major lives'‘ocx centers. This series begins on Andrew White, | Figured might conflict with play of similar brand....Marguerite Felber 2 
Feb, 12.—Robert R. Tincher, Station Manager, WNAX. ora Gereeee, EVOA, | and Ben Vinetz set up radio shop here. ...WOR’s Alfred McCosker and the be 
| . " | missus taking a sunshine siesta in the shelter of the Rudy Vallee hillside re 
For Farmers WTMV, East St. Louis, and is a WW/S's Sports Quiz ' manse....Tom Wallace here for a day on a quickie for Russel M. Seeds th 
Kansas City. combo of many things that Program WWJ last eli — aaah ee outfit... Harry Sosnik due for the stick on the new Don Ameche-Old Gold be 
Phil Evans, farm service director, | Director George T. Case figures will Bl 1 Rage _ ell ° Bagg €r'| Program. He’s downbeat on another Lennen & Mitchell show, Woodbury 
has originated a participation pro-, capture the attention of the rural- pm uae oc he mF pare vg Men , Playhouse....George Fisher now airing his film chatter four times a week y 
esigned to enhance | ites. - : : S every over Mutual.... Young & Rubicam took an option on Haven MacQuarrie’s 
gram at KMBC desig sos Wednesday night. Will highlight | : : a r 
station’s already large farm service! In addition to farm news, good | three of Detroit's sport a deans saline ‘Marriage Club, Inc.,’ now sustaining on NBC....Herbert Korholz bedded e 
schedule and to insure a rural! music as requested by dialers, pro- | Doreis EA Setseear at Pt for a week by the flu, which seems to pick on easterners....Bing Crosby al 
audience for early Saturday morn- ' gram includes lost and found articles | cca ; - I passed a day in the hosp for a checkup and got an okay all around.... fe 
ings, at seven. Series under title of | as reported to the station and a | Interviewer will be Paul Williams. | Carole Lombard keeping busy on radio. Does a turn for Lux Feb. 19 and a m 
‘Tomorrow’s Farmers’ began last Sat- | swapping column through which | who'll use questions sent in by ‘list. | two-parter for Silver Theatre April 28-May 5. Vi 
urday (3) with chapters of the Fut-| traders of various articles may be} 9100. 44 $2 ber thvow, 7 
ure Farmers of America invited to| brought together to exchange what ‘ | IN 0 be 
stage a ten minute dramatic = they no longer want to possess. Pa a | CHICAG a" 
Se te one adie en, ee Tie-up with Repairmen The difference betwe — | ee pat ears who — rer acorn on the “Dog House’ show (NBC- R 
is in form of a competition with Tucson. Arizona. | : erween & iW red, sues ay) is commuting by plane to the west coast in connection with th 
KMBC donating a silver trophy to : : . | the routine way and adopting some| other programs for Brown & Williamson....Most of his west coast stay Vv 
we t end of school year Editor, VARIETY: . /Showmanship has attracted a good) this week will be divided between San Francisco and Los Angeles... .Fort 
nell : mb ‘| Your publication is received here | response to WOW on the recent pro-| Pearson will do a five-a-week five-minute news broadcast on WMAQ for Fe 
Syeny-tour ens Sas Se” | st KVOA anf perused trom cover to| grams in connection with the In-| the Bosco company....Sid Strotz, NBC midwest chief, to New York for biz o 
series began, with Olathe, Kansas,| .over, and we feel it is time this fantile Paralysis Fund Drive | fab ‘act iataeed Gielnnd® oh for Wrist » tol rk for pi 
high group getting first shot. station contributed its bit to your | Sasavet tease & fae totter ttl the 1 “gues 7 = _ es os gated 2 rig nf repeating from WBBM- er 
Judging for competition will be pages. Enclosed please find one of story: ; © p night. 4 va 
done by Evans, Felix Adams, pro-' our weekly schedules titled, “Action! ‘After hearing all of the politicians’ | Pp 
gram director and Kenneth Graham, | _}y Tucson Radio Servicemen’s As- |blabber at great length and the or-| New Site for Doyle CP VWistesle, Tense cn Air d 
of the educational department. sociation!” Here, in a nutshell, are| chestra leaders remain completely | Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 6. ’ f 
the facts, which we think total uP | commercial by inserting their theme| Edward J. Doyle has amended ap- San Antonio, Feb. 6. P 
Farm Shows Sans Blow-Jug to a story: ; .. | Songs at every possible moment, it! plication to FCC for new radio sta- Latest radio outlet to take to the < 
St. Louis. 1. KVOA, inspired by the policies | 








| presents pupils, also various instruc- 
tors. 
Announced by Bill Laurie. 





WS AL Corccnats’s Ou Station 


| Represented by International Radio Sales...New York... Chicage ...Los Angeles... San Francisco 
Ford Billings, WOWO-WGL, Ft. | 


Wayne sales manager, has_ been} 
named chairman of the sales man- | 
agers’ division of district No. 8 ad 
the N.A.B. 


50,000 WATTS 


The greatest selling POWER in the South's greatest city 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE . .. THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 
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Expect Government to Take Initiative 
In Breaking Television Deadlock : Program starts around the middle of 


| this month on the Don Lee and Mc- 





Washington, Feb. 6. 

Despite the indecision reflected at 
recent hearings, proposed television 
rules permitting ‘limited commer- 
cialization’ seem likely to be adopted 
py the FCC. Formula for allocating 
perths on the seven exploited chan- 
nels may be used only as a flexible 
guide, however, not as a_ definite 
means of distributing facilties. 

Consensus after the drawn-out 
gabbing is that the Commish must 
set the pace, rather than wait for the 
industry. This is a major somer- 
sault, because a year ago the op- 
erators and manufacturers were 
biting their nails over failure of the 
Government regulators to recognize 
how much progress has been made 
in the past four or five years. Dis- 
agreement between the equipment 

ple and the station owners, with 
additional lack of harmony among 
members of the second faction, puts 
the Commish on the spot. 

A quarrel is expected before final 
action takes place, which does not 
seem probable until the forthcoming 
frequency modulation hearings have 
wound up. Oratory about the new 
sound technique is due to begin Feb. 
28, with no hint how much time will 
be required to put the pros and cons 
on paper. Since there is rivalry be- 
tween the video and F-M cliques, 
the Commish probably will wait 
until all evidence is in. 

Except for Commissioners T. A. 
M. Craven and Norman S. Case, the 
regulators junketed over the week- 
end to see what they had been told 
about. First-hand knowledge was 
felt necessary, although last winter 
most of the septet gandered at the 
various plants throughout the east 
and portable equipment of RCA has 
been often shown off locally. 

Solution to the argument ever 
equipment standards drafted by the 
Radio Manufacturers Association is 
the most worrisome stumbling block. 
While the Commish technically has 
no concern over the specifications 
of visual receivers, the discords 
picked up at the hearing cannot be 
overlooked. Best way out of the 
maze seems to be agreement upon 
performance standards—such as the 
degree of clarity, freedom from 
flicker, etc—which might be im- 
posed on license-holders, while leav- 
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|George Henry Payne, 





ing every station free to decide what 
method it wants to employ. 


Was Left Open 


The report of the special tele- 
vision committee did not recommend 
adoption of any standards, placing | 
emphasis on the need for ‘flexibility’ | 
in hothousing the art. Room was! 
left, though, for the Commish to. 
specify what sort of service must’ 
be delivered in order to comply with | 
public interest obligations. It is en- 
tirely possible to say that the picture 
at the receiving end must be per- | 
ceptible at such-and-such a _ dis- | 











‘Don’t You Believe It?’ 


Encored by Old Gold 


Old Gold is returning the ‘Don’t 
You Believe It?’ series to the air. 


|Clatchy groups. 


Show will originate, twice weekly, 
from Los Angeles with Don Wilson 
as the anncuncer. 





Vox Pop From Film Studio 





Parks Johnson and Wally Butter- 
worth take ‘Vox Pop’ to the Coast 
Feb. 15. Pair -leave Friday (9). 
Program will be a tieup with Para- 
mount’s picture, ‘Seventeen,’ with 
broadcast from one of company’s 
sound stages. 

Jackie Cooper, one of players in 


tance, of this-and-that size, and dis- | film, will be guest. 


tortion-free without declaring how 
many lines or frames will produce | 
the desired result. 


Removal of all restrictions on com- | 
mercialization looks extremely re- | 
mote, Nobody seriously turning video | 
operators loose, although the Com- 
mish head opinions that no limita- 
tion is better than the half-way pol- 
icy suggested by the special com- 
mittee. Looking back on the testi- 
mony, it appears there is more 


chance the FCC will say that no! 


money can be collected from out- 
siders. Deciding vote apparently will 





KXOX TIME REVISED 


San Antonio, Feb. 6. 

Radio station KXOX at Sweet- 
| water, Texas, which took to the air 
, Several months ago, has been granted 
'a change in license permitting the 
| daytime 250-watter on 1210 kilo- 
, cycles to go from daytime opera- 
, tions to unlimited. — 

Russell Bennitt, co-publisher of the 
Sweetwater Reporter, is general 
, manager of the station. 


be that of Chairman James L. Fly, ' 


who at various times leaned both 
left and right. Three members— 
Commissioners Thad H. Brown, Cra- 
ven, and Case, who composed the 
television committee—feel licensees 
ought to be able to pass the cost of 
program experimentation along. Sen- 
timent of the rest has not been defi- 
nitely shown, but observers expect 
Commissioners Paul A. Walker, 
and Fred 
Thompson to be flinty. On general 
principles the last named normally 
would fight anything that might al- 
low money making. 


Biggest Month in 18 Yrs. 
Coincides With WDAF’s 
Move Into Classy Studios 


Kansas City, Feb. 6. 

Station WDAF, owned by the 
Kansas City Star, celebrated a dual 
occasion in a special broadcast via 
NBC red Sunday, 12 to 1 p. m,, 
CST. The program inaugurated the 
suite of studios which the siation 
has just completed at an approxi- 
mate cost of $50,000. At the same 
time Dean Fitzer, station g. m., an- 
nounced that January brought the 
station its greatest month’s receipts 
in the history of its operation. 

The net program was a special 
concert by the Kansas City Phil- 
harmonic orchestra’ direct from 
Studio A, only studio in these parts 
large enough to house an 85-piece 
aggregation. Fitzer broke in with a 
three-minute talk, and reply was 
made from New York by Niles 
Trammell, NBC v. p. 

Program also commemorated sta- 
tion’s 18th year on the air. Early 
personnel of the station included 
Leo Fitzpatrick, Fitzer, who an- 
nounced the station’s first commer- 
cial (Betty Crocker) in 1925; Harry 
Kaufmann, present program direc- 
tor, who played violin on first pro- 
gram in 1922; V. S. Batton, assist- 
ant manager, on the staff since 1923; 
and Joe Flaherty, chief engineer, 
and member of the technical staff 
since 1925. 
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Pennsylvania Race 


Track Rules Are 


Circumvented by WHN, N. Y.—Beef 





Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
Public Utility Commissioner Rich- 
ard J. Beamish last Thursday (1) 
complained to the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission that Station 
WHN, New York City, was broad- 


casting racetrack results to Pennsyl- 
vania bookmaking establishments 
and thus nullifying the State’s cam- 
paign to wipe out gambling. Beam- 
ish in a letter to the FCC said WHN 
was taking the place of Moe Annen- 
berg’s Nation-Wide System, which 
was dissolved following the crack- 
down by the Government on the 
Annenberg racing empire. 

Beamish, who is a former news- 
paper editor, said WHN’s race re- 
sults were used by the William Arm- 
strong racing service (a tip sheet). 
‘I understand that WHN is connected 
with the racetracks by wires of the 
Bell Telephone System,’ Beamish 
said. (The Bell Company recently 
promised to cease allowing the use 
of its wires for disseminating race- 
track information). 

As evidence of WHN’s tieup with 
racing, Beamish submitted copies of 





the Armstrong sheet which had on 





its masthead the notation: ‘Dial to 
WHN—1010 on your radio and re- 
main tuned in from 1:15 to 7 p.m. 
Beamish pointed out that these were 
the hours tracks were open. He dee 
manded that Attorney General Robe 
ert H. Jackson take action against the 
New York station. 





ROCHESTER MUSIC AS IS 


Stations Okay Continuance, 
Refuse More Men 





But 





Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 6. 

WHAM and WHEC have signed 
new pacts with Rochester Musicians 
Protective Association, but both sta- 
tions refuse to add two musicians 
to staff orchestras as demanded by 
union. WHAM continues with 14 
musicians and WHEC with 10. Terms 


are similar to agreements which ex- 
pired Jan. 17, 


Leonard Campbell, president, act- 
ed for the musicians’ union and 





Charles Silverson for WHAM and 
General Manager Gunnar O. Wigg 
for WHEC. 
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who actually knows his Farmers! 


A Cowles Station 

5000 Watts L. S. 

1000 Watts Night 
CBS 


Represented by 
The Katz Agency 





at their meetings. 


it’s an economical buy for you. 


@ Among all CBS stations WNAX has the LARGEST rural audience—3,136,326. 
WNAX’s farm service director, Charles Worcester, knows his farmers. He's 


eut in the field—day after day—meeting farmers, interviewing them, speaking 


During the past six months, Worcester traveled 9,596 miles to appear at and 
speak before agricultural meetings, fairs and the like, attended by 183,955 
persons, He knows his farmers—and they know him and have confidence in 


him. They listen te WNAX for his broadcasts. 


WNAX, with 5,000 watts that do the work of 50,006, supplies a major part ef 
= the radio information and entertainment for 3,837,323 people in the primary 
area outlined by the 1938 CBS Listening Area Studies. 


WNAX rates, of course, are based on 5,000 watts power—one more reason why 


aupio STATION WIMAX 570 on THE DUAL 


Studios-WNAX Building, Yankton - Orpheum Building, Sioux City 
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RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 





Eddie LeBaron and Orch (14) 
eaturing Dolores Anderson, Una 
hyte; Morris King Orch (8); 


George Tapps, Bob Neller; $1 and $2 
cover. 





New policy obtains at the swank 
Rainbow Room. For one thing the 
weekday cover is down from $1.50 to 
$1; Saturdays cuts from $2.50 to $2. 
For another, the ‘formal’ idea obtains 
after 10 p.m—you can dine and 
dance in mufti until 10, but not per- 
mitted on the floor thereafter. If the 
room were further ‘popularized,’ it 
would clash with the across -the-65th- 
floor Rainbow Grill atop the RCA 
Bidg., which is a $2 table d’hote, 100% 
informal. Dinners at the Room also 
have been cut from $3.50 prix fixe to 
$2.50, ranging up to $4.50 for a steak. 

The band situation is also a 
Leblang. Eddie LeBaron (Band Re- 
views) is now the No, 1 maestro with 
a team of 14, and his sub-unit is Mor- 
ris King, first violinist, heading up a 
combo of eight for the Latin and 
waltz sets. The octet are compo- 
nents from the bigger LeBaron band, 
a system of 10-minute intermissions 
taking care of the working hours. A 
switch in costumes also camouflages 
the general scheme of things. The 
intermish idea alone is a question in 
view of the marathon dansapation 
that obtains in all other class rooms 
where two bands alternate and keep 
things going constantly. 

With this readjustment, the talent 
has likewise been re-budgetized but, 
paradoxically, the teeoff show evi- 
dences a shift for the better in many 
respects. Forgetting the class, man- 
aging director John Roy has brought 
in two solid yet not too costly acts 
in George Tapps and Bob Neller, as 
against the costly ballroom teams 
that obtained heretofore or people 
like Edgar Bergen, Mary Martin 
among the singles. The new show 
blends so well that the same setup is 
being held over. Business upbeat 
further evidences that the policy 
shift is a good b.o. move. 

Tapps whams ’em with his ex- 

ert tapology. He does an Argen- 
ine tango taps and a solo conga 
routine that are pips. A new routine 
is a conception of an oldtime vaude- 
ville hoofer, a gem in yesteryear 
nostalgia as well as in broad, satiric 
conception. 

Bob Neller is another who has 
traveled far and fast. He’s a ven- 
triloquist with an expert sense of 
audience values. After the usual 
salutes to Vallee and Bergen, men- 
tioning that he too was a Vallee- 
Bergen protegee, Neller cuts up with 
his dummy whom he calls Reginald 
J. Picklepuss. Neller has some in- 
teresting voice-throwing ideas of his 
own, apart from he now standard 
charliemccarthyitsms. He harks back 
to the ‘Peter Piper picked a peck 
of pickled peppers’ routine, to show 
off his still-lip skill. Paradoxically, 
in other spots his lips move quite 
openly, the idea seemingly being to 
emphasize the comedy crossfire with 
the fresh dummy rather than the 
ventriloquism. The yodeling routine 


ly. Bob Crosby and his Dixieland 
rhythms, a solid dance combo that 





doesn’t drive too hard, seems frankly 
to have captured the new trend 
towards moderation. The 14 men 
are forthright dansapators but don’t | 
‘dirty up’ their stuff too much.’ 
Furthermore, a versatility heretofore | 
unsuspected in the. Dixieland 
rhythms of a band like Crosby’s is 
his fluency with waltzes and ability 
to handle an occasional conga and 
the like. 

Gil Rhoden, his general factotum 
and alternate maestro, batons the 
show which Crosby _ introduces. 
Sounding much like his brother Bing 
when emceeing, the similarity ends 
there, as vocally they differ. Laryn- 
gitis kept the leader down on the 
singing on the night reviewed. 

Show is a good variety ensemble 
of song, dance and novelty. Estelle 
and LeRoy, class couple, do ball- 
roomology with a flair for the lighter 
touch, breaking up the flash numbers 
with fetching kidding. They’re a 
goodlooking pair who came to at- 
tention on their personality some 
three seasons ago. 

Further in the dancing line is 
Eileen O’Connor, acrostepper, billed 
as from the Bal Tabarin, Paris. 
She’s a nice fill-in. Everett West, 
with a radio background (the Al 
Pearce show), barytones manfully, 
doing stuff like ‘South American 
Way,’ ‘All the Things You Are’ and 
‘Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ He car- 
ries his own arranger-maestro. Pau! 
Sydell and his clever terrier, Spotty, 
are ideal for a floor show like this. 
He’s standard in and out of cafes and 
vaudfilmers. 

Crosby does a silent trailer for his 
new Camel ciggie sponsor by having 
the dromedary likeness on his music- 
stands. Peter Kent’s combo is the 
relief organization. 

Crosby gives Ray Bauduc, his star 
skins man, proper spotlighting in the 
center of the band setup. In 
sequence Bobby Haggart, the bass; 
Eddie Miller, tenor sax; Nappy 
LaMarr, guitar; Jess Stacy, new 
ivories tickler in Bob Zurke’s former 
groove, get in their innings with ride 
opportunities. Band in toto is solid, 
breaking up into a_ small Bobcats 
unit for the brisker dansapation. At 
the dinner session Crosby is seem- 
ingly under wraps, not starting to 
bounce until later. Marion Mann 
vocals in standard but undis- 
tinguished style. Abel. 


TIC TOC, MONTREAL 





Montreal, Feb. 3. 
Ethel Barrymore Colt, Al Schenck, 


Band Reviews 


GENE KRUPA ORCHESTRA (14) 

With Irene Daye 

Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Excepting for a short stay at the 

Fiesta Danceteria, N. Y., Meadow- 

brook is the Krupa band’s first east- 





lern stand of any length since being 


formed nearly two years ago. Dur- 
ing that settling period the band has 
modulated its style from a hard 
driving, outright swing group to a 
more flexible bunch improved to 
where it can click as a good dance- 
able orchestra rather than on the 
personal appeal to swing-mad kids. 


Value of the showmanly appeal of 
Krupa at his work hasn't been lost. 
He’s still a performance stopper. 
And such arrangements as ‘Jungle 
Madness,’ ‘Drummer Man’ and ‘Wire 
Brush Stomp’ are designed to spot- 
light him. The former number, par- 
ticularly, stands out. It’s one he’s 
been using from the outset and it’s 
still strongly effective, using tom- 
toms set in front of each man in the 
band, which are whacked in unison. 


Through all arrangements, ballad 
or hotter, the Krupa foundational 
drums are apparent. They form a 
base for the brass and reeds that 
whets the terping appetite. They’re 
surrounded by five brass, four saxes 
and the usual three other rhythm. 
Ballad tunes are smoothly played by 
muted brass behind the saxes and 
occasionally split by a listenable 
piano break or muted trombone. Hot 
arrangements usually feature Corky 
Cornelius’ trumpet. He’s similar to 
Harry James in style. Wood. 





JOE REICHMAN ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Ross Jordan 
Terrace Grill, Kansas City 


Crew of 11 and the leader are in 
for dance music for the luncheon, 
cocktail and supper indulgers. Ful- 
filling on the usual requirements for 
small floor space, and adding variety 
in selection of numbers, including 
Hawaiian, tango and rhumba along 
with accepted rhythms. 


Leader bills himself as ‘Pagliacci 
of the piano’ and clowns at the key- 
board down front continuously. 
Highlights his finger work by use of 
a mirror as panel above the key- 
board of the piano, and enhances this 
with some special lighting. Only 
leader in these parts of recent 
months to oblige with piano ram- 
blings between the band’s half hour 
sessions, 

Arranging within the group is 
done by Walter Fellman, sax, and 
Midge Gregory, guitar. Roster in- 
cludes three brass, four saxes and 
rhythm section of four. Standard 
set-up includes two pianos. Reich- 
man leading on one, with other a 
regular member of rhythm section. 





Naval Cadets (8), Paul Woody, Milt 
‘Happy’ Sherman Orch (9). - 





Ethel Barrymore’s offspring is 
gota them in at the Tic Toc, aided 
y a well-balanced show built 
around her. Bill is example of slick 
booking plus a couple of surefire 
production numbers conceived and 
directed by Sid Tapley. 

A Barrymore in a night club im- 
presses as out of the ordinary. But 
this town always was a pushover 
for the clan, and the monicker has 





is another difficult exhibition; and| brought out the ermine and sable 


Neller clicks with a very up-to-the- 


minute impression of Bonnie Baker’s 
‘Oh Johnny’ rendition, sans moving 
his lips. (Looks like Orrin Tucker’s 
warbler has scaled the heights, now 


that they’re doing takeoffs on her!) 


some very comic results. 


What inspired the Rainbow Room’s 
shift to a more popular scale was a 
reflex from the turnaway trade at 
the informal Rainbow Grill which, 
because of its no-dress policy, ofttimes 
couldn’t accomodate them, whereas 
the overflow couldn’t be handled in 
the Room due (1) to formality, and 
(2) the $3.50 dinner scale differen- 
In the 
Grill, Barry Winton’s band and Mar- 
lynn and Michael, the ‘champagne 
ballroomologists now ap- 
proaching their 100th week, continue 


tial, as against the $2 tariff. 


hour’ 


to obviously bullish biz. Abel. 


-| niteries. 
In still another sequence LeBaron 
is the foil in a funny and novel bit 
of ‘schooldays’ business, Neller doing 
the voice-throwing for both his 
dummy and the maestro. It produces 


customers. Introduced as a member 
of the Royal Family of the Theatre, 
Ethel Barrymore Colt displays a 
wealth of personal charm. But her 
voice is cued too high for the 
; Girl would do well with 
specially tailored numbers or pops 
more suited to her throaty, in- 
triguing voice. 

Opening, ‘Show Boat Revue,’ pro- 
duced by Tapley, brings smart line 
of eight girls to the front in south- 
ern costumes, with the Naval Cadets 
providing choral background. Fol- 
lowed by Miss Colt, who sings pops 
and medley of Jerome Kern num- 
bers for satisfactory returns. 

Al Schenck, comic, tops the show 
for audience response. He has the 
makings of a first-rate nitery attrac- 
tion, though he may be playing down 
a little too much to his audience, but 
the belly laughs are there. Comic 
invites heckling from hotcha cus- 
tomers and is quick on the come- 
back. Winds up with burlesque of 
Ky Eyes’ with help of Sherman 

and. 





Indian dance with the girls is a 
humdinger. Naval Cadets, coming 
(HOTEL NEW YORKER) on after strong complimentary send- 

off by Schenck, score repeatedly 

Bob Crosby Orch (14) featuring | With vocal offerings. Boys have been 
Marion Mann, Ray Bauduc, Gil| around before in musical comedy as 
Rhoden, Bobby Haggart, Eddie| the Eight Midshipmen. New name 
Miller, Nappy La Marr, Matty Mat- | and new management under Bob 
lock, Jess Stacy; Paul Sydell & | Fuller augur well for te future. 
Spotty, Estelle & LeRoy, Everett | Feature college songs and old favor- 
West, Eileen O’Connor, Peter Kent’s| ites, with audience participation as 
band (3). | eeonent. John Eaton, bass, is out- 

| standin 


‘ Paul SWoody tapper, scores ear] 
The personnel is still not over the! ,,; _ » oe iy 
shock Mf the passing of Ralph Hitz, | with a rope-skipping routine. Mori. 
a vivid personality in the executive 
on ae ied ew bene 
an e Nationa ote anagement | 
Corp., but otherwise the aura at this Bridgeport, Feb. 6. 
hostelry is still the same. Frank} Roy C. Marquardt has left job as 
Andrews, former executive v.p., is Plant manager of Bridgeport Decca 
now No. 1 man, and as the veteran | factory to become general manager 
Max, maitre d’hotel at door of the| of Scranton Record Mfg. Co., Scran- 
Terrace Room puts it, ‘Hitz’s vision ton, Pa, 


TERRACE ROOM, N. Y. 














Marquardt With Scranton Co. 


and organization are such that! Ajpert A. Wooley, who had been 
—— is just as smooth @S/ supervisor of manufacturing for 


Certainly the show is of that pat- | Decca, replaces Marquardt in Bridge- 
tern, and business continues bullish- port 


— lists no two-piano special- 
ies. 


Vocalling is nicely handled by 
Ross Jordan in the baritone range, 
Quin. 





EDDIE LE BARON ORCH (14) 
With Dolores Anderson, Una Wyte 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 


Like Al Donahue, long at the Rain- 
bow Room as the No. 1 band, during 
the time Eddie LeBaron was the 
congarumba maestro, the latter has 
had to get away from a groove in 
order to segue into the big money. 
Donahue used to ballyhoo his theme 
song, ‘Lowdown Rhythm in a Top 
Hat,’ to lose the onus of being a ‘so- 
ciety’ maestro. And LeBaron is now 
giving out with smooth bounce, in 
his augmented unit of 14, in order to 
= out of the tango-rhumba limita- 
ion. 


It’s a situation parallel to the case 
of Enric Madriguera, long recognized 
as a good band in the trade, but 
stylized for Latin rhythm. Xavier 
Cugat, what with his extensive RCA 
Victor recordings, alone has been 
able to stay in important money 
through the Latin motif. And while 
at the Waldorf-Astoria (N.Y.) he’s 
himself, in theatres and on the road 
Cugat must get very swingy. 

Which is a long vamp before Le- 
Baron. He has set up a team of 
three brass, three reeds, vibes, two 
violins, accordion, piano, bass and 
drums. Actually this is an expansion 
of his basic band, which now be- 
comes a two-in-one proposition un- 
der violinist Morris King’s direction. 


‘| King is the concertmaster who heads 


up the congarumba combo of one 
brass, four strings, piano, accordion 
and marimba. 

It’s a unique doubling, and a 
money-saver for the Rainbow Room, 
which has been undergoing a reor- 
ganizational period, with an especial 
eye to keeping the talent budget 
down, 

Using his solid three-brass team 
for forthright rhythm purposes, in 
interesting orchestral contrast to the 
sax trio, LeBaron makes the conven- 
tional personnel take on extra values 
through the versatile vibes (doubling 
marimba) and a rhythm team of ac- 
cordion, piano, bass and drums, as 
against the two fiddles. The violins 
are also augmented to four and six 
strings in certain sets, so that Le- 
Baron produces many varied re- 
sults that can run the gamut from 
the sprightly, if conservative, Mike 
Markel-Meyer Davis ‘society style’ 
ito almost killer-diller proportions if 
he lets out the vibes, brass and reeds, 

LeBaron has two songstresses, in- 
tended for versatility, but one of 





Inside Stuff—Music | 


Gerald Clark’s Calypsoers have recorded ‘I Love to Read Magazines,’ ex. 
tolling the New Yorker, Vartety, Esquire, Time and Liberty, ‘Sir Lanceloy 
(the calypso crooner’s alternate billing) and ‘Macbeth the Great’ do the 
warbling on this Varsity disk. “The Duke of Iron’ (Cecil Anderson), usy. 
ally the warbler with Clark, doesn’t officiate on this waxing. 








Scissoring of Walt Disney’s ‘Pinocchio’ has resulted in elimination of one 
of the seven songs which were originally in the feature-length cartoon, It 
is being published, however, by Irving Berlin along with the other tune; 
and being plugged as from the film, Deleted number is ‘Three Cheers tor 
Anything.’ Remaining six are ‘Turn on the Old Music Box,’ ‘When You 
Wish Upon a Star,’ ‘Give a Little Whistle,’ ‘Little Woodenhead,’ ‘Hi-diddle. 
dee-dee, an Actor’s Life for Me’ and ‘Got No Strings.’ 





Songwriters Protective Association last week put out a tabloid paper in 
celebration of the association’s new contract with the publishers, Most of 
the four pages were devoted to excerpts and analyses of the new standard 
form of agreement. There were also congratulatory statements from Rupert 
Hughes, Sam Harris, Eddie Cantor, Charles Brackett, Billy Rose and Max 
Gordon. Also the following ‘suggestion to toin machine operators: Compli- 
mentary 5c. slugs for songwriters so they can hear their own songs. The 
boys are using what nickels they have at the Automat these days,’ 


Likewise a ‘serious note’ from the SPA’s executive secretary: ‘Miss 
(Lillian) Lange would appreciate it if members would keep her informed 
as to where they can be reached when they are not at Lindy’s, the Brown 
Derby, the Santa Anita, Empire, Hialeah, Belmont or Jamaica racetracks.’ 





Four Inkspots, which doubled between the Paramount and Apollo the. 
atres, N. Y., for five days ending last night (Tuesday) used a private am- 
bulance to shuttle between the two houses. Ambulance set back Moe 
Gale, personal manager, $150 for the five days. Quartet played four shows 
daily at Par and five at Apollo. 


Using ambulances to rush bands from one point to anocher is not new 
but rarely used because if caught it brings a heavy fine. Procedure is to 
pack men and instruments in the tonneau, pull the shades and siren for a 
clear field. Worried about how to get his men from a theatre date in 
Brooklyn to New York for a broadcast and back last year, Paul Whiteman 
considered all such dodges and finally settled on the subway, which trans- 
ported him faster than any plan contemplated. 





Charlie Barnet orchestra replaces the Jan Savitt crew at the Lincoln 
hotel, N. Y., Feb. 8. Savitt leaves on a tour of one-nighters. Barnet had 
been booked for two and a half weeks in the Brandt theatres in New 
York, but the sudden closing of the Lincoln deal, which Barnet has been 
after, made him unavailable. 

Russ Morgan took over the dates, which includes the Flatbush, Wind- 
sor and Carlton. Barnet will play the houses whenever he’s free after 
leaving the Lincoln, 





Bobby Byrne orchestra’s new theme, tagged ‘My Colleen,’ is another ver- 
sion of ‘Londonderry Air,’ which is copyrighted abroad but in the public 
domain in the U. S. Beside Byrne’s version Glenn Miller has one, the w.k. 
‘Danny Boy’. Larry Clinton also has an arrangement of it he calls ‘This Is 
My Song’. 

Mills Music has the same melody under the title ‘Would God I Werea 
Tender Apple Blossom’, : 





Earbenders on Parade: Flock of bands gave late-hour listening a fine 
change of pace last week with Victor Herbert tunes to dedicate the writer's 
birthday....Bob Crosby explains that his outstanding arrangement of ‘I'm 
Praying Humble’ is result of hearing it played in the south where it orig- 
inated....Dick Stabile’s peculiar sax style picks him out immediately.... 
Griff Williams’ playing of Morton Gould’s ‘Pavanne’ from the Stevens 
Hotel, Chicago, wasn’t as good an arrangement as it could have been, but 
still it stood out from the tiresome succession of pops like a mecuro- 
chromed thumb....Likewise for portions of Horace Heidt’s production-like 
remotes....Xavier Cugat’s modulated Latin rhythms is another welcome 
session....Listening to band after band brings a lingering, wondering 
thought why some of the biggest groups in the business, which reached 
their levels because of musical excellence, arranging and other costly 
items continue to carry vocalists that skid badly on a tune if it isn’t tail- 
ored to their voice. The number of vocalists who can step off cn any tune 
in most any tempo are scarce....Will Bradley’s theme (from a one-nighter 
in Washington) isn’t very distinctive....Gene Krupa’s outfit is inconsistent 
on pickups—one shot good, next ns.g. He gets 15 shots weekly from 
Meadowbrook....Announcer for Jimmy Dorsey has a snappy manner of 
introducing tunes....Adrian Rollini comes over as one of the sockier 
rhythm trios. Despite its limitations it gets listenable punch and color 
into arrangements....Strange coincidence in Glenn Miller and Dick Stabile 
both playing, on separate nets, the same tune. Few minutes later Blue 
Barron and Richard Himber did likewise on ‘Darn That Dream’. 





them, Dolores Anderson, doesn’t 
click. She’s a prima who’s not of 
dance-band type. Suggesting musi- 
cal comedy, or operetta vocal ambi- 
tions, she sings pops with a Town 
Hall accent. Looks well, has the 
presumably intended ‘class’ for the 
Rockefeller nitery, but has an inef- 
fective mike stance through bad 


out last night (Tuesday) along with 
the rest of the bill. 

Despite the poor impression of a 
speedily tempoed opening number 
(unbilled) Light’s outfit did a neat 
job behind the various acts on the 
layout and came through with one or 
two listenable arrangements on its 
own. Band's various singers and 


posturing. She does numbers like} groups from within the band lent the 
ee Believe’ and ‘Why Was I en ied to ease away from 
orn?’ . 


straight band numbers and inject & 
bit of novelty. As a group the out- 
fit, however, lacks a definite style 
and fails to get needed punch into 


Una Wyte, the other songstress, 
is more in the dance stand idiom, a 
personality brunet, who has sung in 
London and French resort spots. 


pe 








Morris King’s octet being, actually, 
a component of LeBaron’s band, it’s 
not further detailed other than that 
it’s one of the best for the Latin and 
waltz sets. The difference between 
King’s band and when LeBaron was 
the helm of the same unit is that the 
personable maestro—who has an 
unique style of doing ballroom dance 
steps as he conducts—made for all 
that difference. Musically, it’s ba- 
sically the same; on personality, it’s 
two other fellers, since LeBaron 
transmuted his maestroship to the 
helm of his larger team. Abel. 





ENOCH LIGHT ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Peggy Mann, Leo Diamond, 

George Hines 
Paramount Theatre, N. Y. 

Light’s outfit was in here for one 
week replacing the Bob Chester 
crew. House held over picture and 
stage show for a third week unex- 
pectedly and was unable to hold 
Chester due to prior commitments. 
The Inkspots, on this bill, doubled 
into the Apollo in Harlem. Light 





came in Wednesday (31) and went 





the major portion of its work. Stand- 
out ensemble bit was ‘In a Persian 
Market’ which Light announced as 
an attempt at something different. 
It was a good attempt which In 
cluded easy solos and a different 
drum break. 

Peggy Mann, vocalist, got one 
chance alone and did a workman- 
like job on ‘Indian Summer.’ Fol; 
lowing was a duo on ‘Little Red Fox 
with Light that wasn't as good. 
There are better arrangements of 
that tune, but it went over here. 
Leo Diamond clicked with a_har- 
monica job on ‘Darktown Strutters 
Ball’ and a medley. George Hines 
stepped out of his guitar chair B 
one seemingly nervous crack at. 
the Things You Are.’ The Light 
Brigade, composed of six pieces, wit 
Max Kaminsky doubling from piano 
to vibes, did a listenable job on ae 
Me Blues.’ Light should do more 0 
the violin breaks he took during 
Hines’ song. Adds color to the 
band. ; 

Best work behind the stage act 
was with the Inkspots on ‘Honey 
suckle Rose.’ Wood 
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WARNERS' NE 
MUSIC SETUP 
ON COAST 


New Coast setup has been insti- 
tuted by the Warner Bros, music 
Publishing group. Instead of heading 
up all of WB's westcoast operations 
Artie Schwartz will now confine 
himself to the Witmark catalog. 

Sammy Weiss takes charge of the 
Harms catalog, while Eddie McCard 
will handle the Remick publications. 
McCard was formerly with Leo Feist, 
Inc., in New York, Artie Mehlinger 
and Lucky Wilbur are no longer 
with Warners’ Coast organization. 

Merging in Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Three Warner Bros. music firms, 
Harms, Witmark, and Remick, are 
being concentrated into one big of- 
fice here. Taking over the entire 
ninth floor of the Woods building 
with a single telephone switchboard 
being set up to handle all offices. 

Concentration of offices was set 
here Jast week by Herman Starr, 
into 





general manager, who came 
town for general 0.0. of midwest 
situation. 


WILL COBB ESTATE 
LICENSED IN ALBANY 


Albany, Feb. 6. 
Estate of Will D. Cobb, Inc., has | 
been chartered to conduct a_busi- 
ness in the printing and publishing 
of songs in New York city. Capital 
stock is 100 shares, no par value. 
Harold Baer is the filing attorney. 


When Will Cobb died he willed his 
entire estate, including all his copy- | 





rights, to his mother, and when the 


Bands at the Bo 
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(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover charge business being done 


by name bands in various New York hotels. Spots listed are only x 


here the band is the smiain attrac- 


tion for supper. Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) rated. Figures after name of hotel give room capac- 
ity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and holiday price.) 


Covers Total 

Weeks — Past Covers 

Band . Hotel | Played Week On Date 
ee eee .» New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)..... ree 4 1,400 5,325 
Everett Hoagland............. Waldorf (Empire) (400; 75¢-$1.50).... 5 600 4,850 
PEIN s cca ceesecensees Commodore (400; 75c-$1.50).......... 14 1,275 19,800 
8 ere Plaza (350; $1.50-$2.50).............. 3 400 1,675 
en eee Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... ; 3 1.300 3,925 
Glenn Miller............ ...+++Pennsylvania (600; 75c-$1.50)......... 4 2.775 9.675 
George Olsen........ Perret; ee le EU rere 15 350 8,225 

















MILLER TOPS, "vom 
PENNSYLV ANI A After Philly Auditions 
RECORD 


Glenn Miller orchestra snapped all 
rig ogee Ro gy all ee New | the Benjamin Franklin Hotel. Pinto’s 
York, last week, drawing over 2,700|°T€W, a five-man setup, will be 
covers. Included, too, was a new/|00ked into cocktail lounges. 
mark for one evening, band pulling| MCA officials intimated that at 
over 730 Friday (2) alone. The old! least three other local bands may be 
mark was set by Benny Goodman, |signed up. About 25 crews were 
at the time in the Madhattan Room, | auditioned by Billy Goodheart and 
which Miller's current Cafe Rouge | Manny Sacks of the MCA New York 
replaced. 'office at the WCAU studios last 

Mark set by Miller, however, is |‘Tuesday. 
in a room much larger in capacity | 
than the old Madhattan Room or the 


f rden, Arti Sh da bd 
roof garden. Artie Shaw opened | Bobby Byrne, Quite New, 





Philadelphia, Feb, 6. 


Two local bands will play under 
the aegis of the Music Corp. of 
America as the result of the mass 
auditions held by MCA here last 
week. Those chosen for ‘big-time’ 
| booking are the crews of Larry Fotin 
;and Jerry Pinto. Fotin’s aggrega- 
tion will follow Lang Thompson at 

















Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., has en- 
eral Amusement Corp. Miller is| Bobby Byrne orchestra gets the 


was followed by Will Osborne, who | ° 
Cops Coveted Booking 
tered into a new commitment with 
Glenn Miller. Under a_ contract 
slated to return to the Pennsylvania | coveted Glen Island Casino, West- 
hotel Oct. 8, for a minimum of chester, N. Y. spot this summer. Sea- 


was in turn followed by Miller. 

At Glen Island Casino 
closed Monday (5) through the Gen- . 
six weeks. Miller concludes his cur- | son starts May 15. Byrne’s band is 


latter died last vear she left no will. | rent engagement at this spot April 4. | comparatively new having played its 


Mais? . . } 
The only son remaining is Charles 


Lang Cobb, and in order to perpet- | sey. 
uate his brother's name and at the | Nothing is set for between this date | last Fall. 


same time protect these copyrights | and Miller’s return, 


Charles Cobb has set up this corpora- | 
tion, 

Will Cobb was the co-writer of 
many of Gus Edwards’ hits. 


Caruso’s Daughter Sues 


For Part of Inheritance open for luncheon and dinner only, 


Gloria Caruso, daughter of the late 
tenor, filed suit Wednesday (31) in 
N. Y. supreme court against the Fifth 
Ave. Bank of N. Y., Merritt Lane, 
Dorothy Holder, her mother Gio- 
vanni, Rodolfo and Enrico Caruso, 
Jr., brother and two sons of the de- 
ceased. The 20-year-old daughter is 
Seeking $16,131, this sum being held 
by the Fifth Ave. Bank, and repre- 
sents the last monies left in this 
country from the tenor’s estate. 

When Caruso died Aug. 2, 1921, in 
Naples the estate was divided, one- 
half going to the plaintiff and one- 
eighth to each of the other rela- 
tives. A sum of 500,000 lire was 
also set aside for the plaintiff when 
she came of age. This is approxi- 
aun $16,000, and it is asserted that 
a has never received _ this 
a ey. Royalties are still being re- 

ved from the RCA Victor Talking 

achine Co, 
a Plaintiff is reported to be 
very to launch an operatic and 
tus rt tour of the U. S. in the near 
ure. She has been living in 
rence with her mother. 


_—_— 





B. & K. Using Bands 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
oe & Katz has pencilled in 
ou es er of name bands for the next 
ana Duke Ellington, who is 
fallow y at the State-Lake, will be 
pee ed, in that order, by Art Kas- 

and Jimmy Dorsey. 
Cie ae Goodman is set for the Chi- 
while leatre the week of Feb. 23, 
is other name combinations for 
Spot are under consideration, 


Paes | 


| 
} 
| 


} 


His successor will be Jimmy Dor- ' first date as the band of the week at 
Latter will stay until June 16.| the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., late 
It followed that with a 
| 10-week stand at the Brooklyn Rose- 
| hand Ballroom. 


° Before going into Glen Island the 

Ben Bernie at Taft | outfit may locate for a short time at 

| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

|If the booking goes through it'll be- 

Ben Bernie orchestra replaces the | gin in April. Byrne was formerly in 

current Enoch Light in the Taft | the Jimmy Dorsey trombone section. 
hotel, New York, March 4. Room is} 








both of which Bernie is to play, | 
leaving him free for one-night and | Paramount theatre, Los Angeles, for 
other activity in the New York area.| two weeks after finishing their en- 

Maestro is currently convalescing | gagement at the Casino Gardens in 
following an appendectomy. ‘Ocean Park. 


Ken Baker’s crew moved into the | 


IF BAND PAYS 


— OWN LINE, IT’S 
BYE-BYE 








Punishment to be meted out to 
/any bandleader discovered paying 


| for his own broadcast wires and tax 
| as set by New York local 802 of the 


| AFM is immediate expulsion from 
| the union. And in certain cases the 
|ouster may apply to the men play- 
| ing under a leader so caught. Ruling 

is extended, too, to cover spots from 
| which the wires emanate. They'll 
| be placed on the unfair list. 

Local has been interrogating vari- 
/ous personalities concerning’ the 
| practice and means of stopping it 
| during the past few weeks. Its task 
|of determining those guilty is ob- 
| viously a difficult one. Local labels 
a band’s procedure of underwriting 
its own wires and tax as unfair com- 
| petition for bands without sufficient 
| financial backing to do likewise. It’s 
also construed as working under 
| scale, 


‘SONNY WERBLEIN, MCA 
_ EXEC, TUNING IN ON SUN 


David A. (Sonny) Wcerblein, Music 
Corp. of America exec., is in Tampa, 
; Fla., on business for a week, and 
i then goes vagabonding for a month 
‘or so. Intends to follow the sun, re- 
| cuperating from recent illness. May 


| take him to Cuba or Mexico. 

He may join MCA v.p. Billy Stein 
j}at a Cuban seaside 100 miles from 
| Havana as one lap of the trek. Mrs. 
| Werblein, the former Leah Ray, 
‘songstress, accompanies. 











Theatre Dates (Usually Sharing Terms 


Very Nice Kor Early-In- Week Booking 


jare becoming more and more popular 


day in the week, but there aren't 
enough outfits in that class. Which 
puts the ones even one rung lower in 
a spot. They can’t be routed solidly. 
They're good bands but not strong 
enough to pull on those slack first 
three days of the week. So bookers 


One and two day theatre stands 
and important to the road tour end 
of the band business. The list of 
theatres using name bands for one, 
two and three days has reached siz- | 
able proportions and is growing each 
Bookers of one-night stands 


towns where there are no ballrooms 


week. and which, as a result, are band or 


in the various agencies ultimately flesh hungry, to fill out working 
eu) 14. Weeks, 

expect a complete circuit to be built . 

up to absorb the overflow of bands Sharing Terms 

from regular single date ballrooms. | Money arrangements vary and 


more often than not the band gam- 
bles with the house on its ability to 
draw. 
from the first dollar is the most 
popular arrangement. Another is a 


They see in the theatres a fresh 
source of revenue and the means of 
taking up the slack left by the re- 
luctance of most of the current ball- 





‘most powerful b.o, bands for certain 


lof anything less than the cream of 


room operators to buy any but the, ) 
lump guarantee and a split over a 
days of the week. 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday | 
has become a bugaboo to the routing 


guarantee with no privileges. Typi- 


south operating in such a manner 


the band crop. It’s a comparatively | are located jn Kingston and New- 
‘simple job to sell a brand of the) burgh, New York; Freeport, L. 1; 
b.o. calibre of Glenn Miller and Kay , Asbury Park, N. J.; Sharon, Johns- 
Kyser (the most powerful today); town, Butler, Newcastle, Scranton, 


and some of the other biggies any , Wilkes-Barre, York and Chester, Pa.; 


have turned to theatres, mostly in| 


Union scale and a 50-50 split | 


certain figure and a third is the set | 


cal theatres in the east, midwest and | 


Wheeling, W. Va.; Albany, Ga.; Cum- 
berland, Md.; Ann Harbor and Lan- 
sing, Mich. Morristown _ theatre, 
| Morristown, N. J. starts a similar 
policy with the Buddy Rogers band 
Feb. 12-14. 

Forcing bands of lesser calibre 
into theatres for playdates doesn’t 
necessarily mean that there has been 
a sharp drop in the number of ball- 
room opportunities. There are less 
than there were a couple of years 
‘ago but not enough to make any ap- 
preciable difference. It’s just that 
a sizable amount of the ballrooms 
have found it more profitable not to 
operate at all in the early part of 
the week or have found that turning 
‘em into roller skating rinks for those 
three days brings better returns 
than bringing in a band whose rep 
‘doesn't augur solid business. 

Bands look upon the theatre dates 
as good opportunities to try out and 
perfect acts to be used on the stages 
of deluxe houses in key cities. The 
Newburgh house mentioned above is 
‘a break-in stand for shows Headed fo! 
, the Paramount theatre, N, Y. 
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ALK AGAIN 


x Office 


RADIO STEAMS UP 
ISCAP ATTACKS 


Washington Expects Some 
Move by Department of 
Justice Against Perform- 
ing Rights Society — 
Broadcasters Call Revised 
Statute on Damages Un- 
satisfactory 








| 


BONE BILL DUE? 





Washington, Feb. 6. 

New attack of the Federal Gov- 
ernment on the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
was in prospect this week, while in- 
troduction of still more legislation 
‘revising old copyright statutes 
seemed possible at the Capitol. De- 
velopments on both judicial and leg- 
islative fronts are anticipated next 
month. ; 


After dusting off the shelved com- 
plaint against ASCAP, which re- 
ceived no attention for several years, 
the Justice Department recenily as- 
signed additional attorneys to review 
the squawks from music users and 
is playing with the idea of ejiher 
filing another suit or amending the 
complaint pigeon-holed by the New 
York Federal District Court after 
| Only a few days of trial. 

Up to this week, no decision had 
been reached about resuming the of- 
fensive on the ground the copyright 
pool operates in violation of the 
anti-trust laws. But renewed ac- 
tivity may lead to some maneuvers, 
it was admitted. The chance of a 
wholly new proceeding was sug- 
gested by a D. J. spokesman, who 
said the re-examination has been or- 
|dered in the light of additional pro- 
|tests and recently-unearthed facts 
|that might be highly valuable as 
! evidence. 
| Nature of the latest yelps was not 
disclosed. Gossip is that the NAB 
;and individual broadcasters have 
|swamped the department with addi- 
| tional, up-to-the-minute data, and 
(Continued on page 36) 


WMCA HAS TEMPORARY 
OKAY FROM VICTOR 


Though as yet unlicensed to play 
Victor records on its recorded pro- 
grams, WMCA, New York, has re- 
ceived permission from the record 
manufacturer to play them while ne- 
| gotiations go on. Station resumed 
| using Victor’s output last week. 
| ‘Terms of the licensing is the point 
| that has held up its being granted. 
A plan under consideration may al- 
|low the station to pay for the okay 
| with broadcast time devoted entirely 
| to the playing of Victor platters, with 
full credit, etc. Victor's licensing 
|agreements call for a fee of $100- 
| $300 monthly depending on the class 
| rating of an outlet. 























| i 2 
Prize Beaut Warbles With 
Girl Band for a Month 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 

Patricia Donnelly, ‘Miss America’ 
of 1939, last week joined Coqguettes, 
all-girl band, as vocalist for a few 
| weeks. Orchestra is part of femme 
| unit which has just been spotted for 
la few vaude dates in tri-state area. 
;Girl is managed by George Tyson, 
advertising head of Harris theatre 
| chain here and director for last four 
iyears of annual Atlantic City pageant. 
| She'll remain with Coquettes only 
'a month, having already been booked 
‘into Cleveland's -Grotto circus in 
| March for two weeks, Miss Donnelly, 
| who sang with a band in Detroit be- 
‘fore winning title ast summer, mude 
her nitery debut as a singing single 
i here in September at Old Shay Gur- 
‘dens. 
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On _ the 


Harry Moss, MCA one-night book- 
er, to Florida for vacation, 











Johnny McGee’s new band is set 
for a stand at the New York Strand 
theatre beginning March 8 and fol- 
lowing Tommy Tucker. Aiso down 


for State, Hartford, April 19. Leaves’ 


Donohue’s, 
Feb. 29. 


Mountain View, N. J., 





Tommy Dorsey’s Paramount thea- 


tre, N. Y., date will be deferred until | i 


after his Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, ' 
N. J., stand which beings Feb. 20 fol- ' 
lowing the current Gene Krupa. 





Clinton Feb. 25 are down for White 
Plains County Center’s one-night 


stands which had been reported as | o¢ the instrument will be celebrated. 


folding after past Sunday’s (4), 


Benny Goodman date. 





Jay King crew holds over at Pal’s 
Cabin, West Orange, N. J., for an- 
other eight weeks. 





Mary Lou Williams, Andy Kirk 
pianist, filed three tunes with Leeds 
Music. They’re ‘Walkin’ and Swing- 
in’, ‘Mellow Bit of Rhythm,’ and 
‘Toadie Toddle.’ 





Al Mastern leaving Glenn Miller 
trombone section. 





Enoch Light signed to year’s con- 
tract for Bluebird Records. Using 
girl vocalist Bonnie O’Dare only on 
wax. 





Duke Ellington dropped Billy Tay- 
lor’s string bass. He’d been using 
two. Ben Webster added to sax sec- 


| April. 
Glenn Miller Feb. 18 and Larry. 





tion. 





Jerry Livingston orchestra opened 
Feb. 5 at Deshler Wallick Hotel, Co- 
lumbus, replacing Rudolf Frimi, Jr. 





Kay Kyser opens the summer sea- 
son on Catalina Island Decoration 
Day. 





Philadelphia Local (77), American 
Federation of Musicians, last Friday 
in behalf of its 2,800 members sent a 
letter to President Roosevelt asking 
him to run for a third term. 





Gus Arnheim returns to Los An- 
geles nitery sector, taking up his 
stand at Beverly Wilshire in Beverly 
Hills after Larry Kent ¢ ves two- 
week filler with exit of Ray Noble. 





Ranny Weeks set to follow Herbie 
Holmes at Century Room, Hotel 
Adolphus, Dallas. 





Benny Morton shifts from trom- 


Upbeat 


am ee ee 


, bone chair with Count Basie to Joe| 








| Sullivan's small group at Cafe So- the Will Bradley orchestra, leaving 


‘ciety, N. Y. | 


—— 


Buddy Rogers band opens a combo , 


band and picture policy at the, 
Morristown, Morristown, N. J., thea- | 
tre, Feb. 12-14. | 

Matty Malneck renewed for an-, 


other four week at Beachcomber, | 


N. Y. nitery. 





Harry James down for a Roseland 
|Ballroom, N. Y., stretch opening in 


Saxophone: Feb. 12 to March 12 
has been designated as the period 
during which the 100th anniversary 





Golden Gate Ballroom, New York, 
will have no less than five bands on 
tap in six days beginning Saturday 
(10) till Feb. 15. Will have Les 
Hite, Coleman Hawkins, Claude 
Hopkins, Milt Herth’s Trio, and the 
debut of Harlan Leonard’s Kansas 
City crew. 





Will Bradiey’s Famous Door, N. Y., 
opening set for Feb. 21. 





Bobby Byrne band makes three 
changes. Gabe Julian shifts from 
arranging to playing piano, replacing 
Bill Davies. Dick Skinner comes 
in as arranger. Sheldon Manne re- 
places Wes Dean on drums. Manne’s 
father is drummer with Erno Rapee’s 
Music Hall, N. Y., orchestra. 





Benny Goodman left Boston hos- 
pital bed against doctor’s orders to 
rejoin his band in Providerce last 
week. Sciatica still painful. 





Jimmy Dorsey charters an airliner 
Feb. 16 to fly his band from a date 
at University of Tennessee Feb. 15- 
16 to be on hand for one at North- 
western U., Evanston, Ill., Feb. 17. 
Plays U. of Missouri Friday (9). 








! combination of ‘line Young Men.’ 


‘Olsen at Biltmore hotel, N. Y., about 


MUSIC 


—— 
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last week in a head-on car crash in 
Mobile, Ala. 





Bert Shefter currently forming a 





Delmar Kaplan, bass player with 


the music business to replace his 
deceased father-in-law in the latter’s 
business in Pittsburgh. No -eplace- 
ment yet. 





Sleepy Hall may replace George 


March 15. Orrin Tucker scheduled 
for Waldorf-Astoria about same time. 





Chauncey Hortop, with Cab Callo- 
way and Hilton Jefferson, with Ella 
Fitzgerald, switched sax in_ the 
bands. Shorty Horton, Chauncey’s 
brother, replaced Nat Story .in the 
Fitzgerald trumpet section. Wayman | 
Carver, sax in same band, retiring 
to arrange only and run store in 
Harlem. Fitzgerald band goes into 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y., Feb. 21, 
instead of the scheduled Famous | 
Door, which it'll play later. 


























George Hall band shifted to Wm. 
| Morris management. 





Lennie Hayton is the band of the 
week at the New Yorker hotel, N. Y., 
Feb. 11. 





Johnny Long winds up 11l-week 
stay at William Penn hotel’s Chatter- 
box, Pittsburgh, Thursday (8) and 
opens following night at Chez Ami 
in Buffalo. Placed by MCA. 





Howard Baum into Casino, Pitts- 











YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


VICTOR HERBERT’S 


ROSE OF 


THE WORLD 


Featured in the Film 
“The Great Victor Herbert” 


Feb. lst marked the 81st Anniver- 
sary of the birth of Victor Her- 
bert... a grand occasion to deii- 
— this song or a program to 
alien 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


RCA Building New York 





burgh, for two-week stay between 
Phil Levant and Benny Burton. 
Latter opens tonight (7). 





Billy Merle, with June Collins as 
vocalist. into Hotel Henry Silver 
Grill, Pittsburgh, succeeding Bill 
Aikin outfit. 





Nita Norman, one-time _ vocalist 
with Herman Middleman, has joined 
Hughie Morton band at Anchorage, 
Pittsburgh. 





LeRoy Brown band at Harlem Ca- 
sino, Pittsburgh, for indefinite stay, 
replacing Sunset Royale. 





Duke Daley band one-nited Sun- 
day (4) at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. 
Dean Hudson Feb. 11 and Jan Savitt 
Feb. 13 at Ritz. 

Pat Hoke band opens indef en- 
gagement Feb. 10 at Seven Gables 
inn, Milford, Conn. 





Georgie Auld, Ben Cole, band’s 
manager, and one or two other mem- 
bers of the band slightly injured 





which Bernstein, the active head of 
the firm, claimed were his. 


company. Among acts which she 
named were trips to Europe at the 
company’s expense and purchase of 
a motorcar, which was charged to the 
Shapiro-Bernstein company. 


that the acts to which his sister 
objected were rightfully his to per- 
form under the articles of incorpora- 
tion. 

Mrs. Shapiro is the widow of Mau- 
rice Shapiro, founder of the com- 
pany, who died in 1913. He left the 


She called in her brother, Bern- 
stein, a successful real estate op- 
erator, to head it. Bernstein gradual- 


concentrate on the publishing house, 
which now ranks as one of the big- 
gest in the business. 





Sons cf the Purple Sage 
Open at Greenwich Vil. 














“HOLY SMOKE 





ONE OF OUR FINEST BALLADS 


“THE SINGING HILLS” 


aoe rt on 


SAXIE DOWELLS’ 


~ “PLAYMATES” 


wee 


STANDARD—AND A CURRENT HIT 


“TO YOU SWEETHEART ALOHA” 


By HARRY OWEN (writer of “Sweet Leilani”) 


soe hom ae 
JOHNNY MERCER’S CLEVER SONG 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 


NEW NOVELTY 


(Can’t Ya Take a Joke)’’ 


Sons of the Purple Sage, instru- 


mental and vocal group, who had, 


, been playing for some months in 

‘night spots around Albany and 

| broadcasting on a WOKO commer- 
cial, opened Feb. 

. Village Barn, with a thrice-weekly 
outlet arranged via WOR. 

| Les Roberts is manager of the 


man, 





Jack Leonard at CBS 


Jack Leonard, vocalist, who parted 
company with the Tommy Dorsey 
| band several months ago, joined the | 
CBS ‘Concert in Rhythm’ program 


j last week. He’ll become a fixture | 
' with the show. It’s Leonard’s first 
| work since leaving Dorsey and his 
| first shot at sustaining radio. 

. Allen DeWitt. replaced Leonard 
with the Dorsey band, he in turn 
, being supplanted by Frank Sinatra, 
who moved over from Harry James’ 








: orchestra. 


Suit grew out of claims by Mrs. | 
Shapiro that Bernstein was taking | 
too much power to himself and un- | 
fairly drawing on the assets of the | 


Bern- | 
stein brought the suit to establish | 


business, which had a good catalog | 
but a heavy load of debt, to his wife. | 


ly gave up his real estate business to | 


4 at Greenwich | 


| group, and Bob Wilbur is air spokes- | 


_with the Raymond Scott orchestra | 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers | 





(Week ending Feb. 2, 1940) 





Careless ... 


Oh, Johnny, Oh 


tAll the Things You Are (‘Very Warm for May’). 


Scatterbrain ........ 
South of the Border ... 
In an Old Dutch Garden... 


To You Sweetheart Aloha ..... 

i ges | So ree 
Confucius Say .....60%- ree 

*Filmusical, +Production. 


POE ET) Ee A Ee 
Pe NE? (05544500 b oa dokseeenesoeeeeees é 
*Faithful Forever (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) ......,...... Famous 
*At the Balalaika (‘Balalaika’) ...... 


*Little Red Fox (‘That's Right—You're Wrong’). ..... Feist 
*Darn That Dream (‘Swingin’ the Dream’) 


*Chatterbox (‘That's Right—You’ re WOKE ) socivccr 
pee eRe hb bOs He Cheek eS Olman 


eeeeee Witmark | 


cccccce Seist 

«ees. Forster 

+++» Chappell 
VC 


eeeeeesee 
@eeeeeeseees 


eeseee Shapiro | 
cocees Arms 


ereeeees 


socee VC 

. Santly 
. Shapiro | 
.. Chappell 

















Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
| NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


| Monday through Sunday (Jan. 29-Feb. 4). 





Total represents accumulated 


Margie Knapp opened Monday (5) | performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
at the Mount Royal hotel, Montreal.) denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
Vocalist recently closed with the | GRAND 
Milt Britton band unit. TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Little Red Fox...*That’s Right—You'’re Wrong.. Feist ................ 42 
Malcolm Sussel, nephew of Arthur | Careless ......... cc ccccccccccecceceecees ee: 38 
Michaud, personal managing Central | It’s a Blue World. ..*Music in My Heart.......; ois ers esx sain wre _ 
High, Phila. school band. All the Things You Are.. -tVery Warm for May..Chappeil ............ 34 
— rh ey .+Swingin’ the Dream....... ee 8 
: y nan utc UNE: 5:6:6-410:9:0% 6 80'0'64:0 0516: 6-010 66 MENS 656.5550. 0 0's one - 3 
Jack Coffey playing a three were 2. CO BONS FBR 6: 0.0:6:000060000000cecee MN eas cs00 occas a 
engagement at Hotel Texas Den in-| figian Summer. ... A Se EAE ...» Witmark 30 
stead of Herman Waldman, formerly | ye Got My Eyes on You...*B’ way Melody. Pa SS ere. oo # | 
scheduled. Faithful Forever...*Gulliver’s Travels. . SED ine ¥ 6uo'k eae . 2% 
At the Balalaika...*Balalaika.... ............ SPREE a5 5 :died S00 He oe 
TEED RCD ood sac ksirels hi8 850d Vale oaisisee hae ened io eer 25 
® + It’s a Hap-Hap Happy Day...*Gulliver’s Travels... Famous ............ 23 
Oh, JOANN, ON. 2.006 -ccccegscczesssccesscosscees ib) sree o - | 
anny apiro, Bluebirds in the Moonlight...*Gulliver’s Travels... Famous ..........- - 2 
When You Wish Upon a Star...*Pinocchio...... a ane © 2 
6 ® Do I Love You...+Du Barry Was a LC ee 2) | ee 19 
{LO eRe errr $6 SIO 6s yssie's-4,5:0 soe 19 
Ws erns eln Starlit Hour...+Vanities.................cceeeee Ns seg sanbare 19 
TRS UTNE TI sca ory 5650s s wb edie o05 she hs lS eer a 19 
Chatterbox...*That’s Right, You’re Wrong...... | re 18 
; Confucius Say Se ee Re Cee Ee Terry SRPNEED, 6. sco 0 ce ooo eine ee 18 
RIGO LOVE Wit B GUNGE 06.2 sccaccscccsccetese WU a re 18 
e e C ion | RING CIGATOUe TOP TWOsiik 6 cians ceivccccccssccsees A een 18 
Does Your Heart Beat for Me?...............06- NNER 2h. o ts 6k Sra ene eee 17 
Ciribiribin Bere erate aera aa Ata sb 508) & AVSts Wa oA ie Diba PAPAMOUNE 6.65 cccese 15 
ed oo PO er eee eS 
Suit between Fanny Shapiro and ittle Street In Singapore. .......... cece. scene PITO | 6 6i.sse cvcwse 
Louis Bernstein, who are sister and Rion sat Locs-npal er wees re Many Girls. a. ee i enere eee 3 
brother and co-owners of the Sha-/| Way Back in 1939 A. D...+Three After Three... Mercer ...........++ 13 
piro, Bernstein music publishing | Ma, He’s Making Eyes at Me.................... ARR te 12 
fiem. was quietly withdtawn. last | Say Si Si........... cccscccccccccccceccccccsceccesves ere ce 
week in the N. Y. supreme court. | Moonlight Serenade.............eessee eee eecees ot Be eee 10 
Withdrawal followed a composing of | On the Isle of May...............eceeeee eee eees Famous .......00005 - 10 
differences between the pair. Mrs. 2. EN overs ik sig-2 bak aiw telbie'eio'aace Helle ES Re srr 2 
Shapiro wa iven a more liberal iG Was t 10F thE MOON, 5.6... csccccteccevesios PSPemOunt 2. <cccsee P - 
_— . owe What’s the Matter with Me? Coslow rr 
interest in the business and at the| Would Ja Mind?.................. ee Miller ...... pace 10 
cas Mies Seeebeieed curtain riehis | Cone esocceeessescsees 





Music Notes 








Morris Stoloff cleffed a stream- 
lined wedding march for Columbia’s 
‘The Doctor Takes a Wife.’ 





Irvin Talbot doing the musical 
background for Harry Sherman’s 
‘Hidden Gold’ at Paramount. 





] 


David Snell finished his musical 
iscoring job on ‘The Man From 
Dakota’ at Metro. 





Rudolph Kopp moved into Metro’s 
music department to take charge of 
sound track stock in the library. 

Bronislaw Kaper named musical 
director on ‘The Mortal Storm’ at 
Metro. 








George Stoll doing orchestrations 
for Metro’s ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 





Victor Young handling the musical 
score for ‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ 
at Paramount. 

Jack Scholl and Moe Jerome doing 
numbers for ‘The Singing Dude,” at 
Warners. 
| Albert Hay Malotte composing 
| background music for ‘Dr. Cyclops’ 
at Paramount, 


Pubs to Florida 


Winter vacations among the N.Y. 
|music publishers will likely reach 
| its peak by the end of thi: week. 
|More are expected to get away to 
| warmer climes this year than be- 
fore because of the generally better 
music business this winter and past 
fall. 

Louis Bernstein, of Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., and Jack Mills, of Mills 
' Music, Inc., have been in Florida 

the past week. Saul Bornstein, of 
'Irving Berlin, Inc., just got back 
from that state, and is leaving this 
week on a cruise with his brother 
| Ben, of Ager, Yellen & Bornstein, 
j;and their wives, which will keep 
them away for a couple weeks. 








Bobby Mellin to N. Y. 


Mercer & Morris has brought on 
Bobby Mellin from Chicago to be- 
come the publishing firm’s profes- 
sional manager. 


Milton Samuels succeeds Mellin as 
manager of M&M’s Chicago Office. 
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DOES YOUR HEART 
BEAT FOR ME? 
MA! 


(He's Making Eyes at Me) 


BIEL Y 


(I Always Dream of Bill) 
Cz Released 
~ Coral Sunset 
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Troublesome Social 
Pays It, Prompts 


Band pooking offices expect to en- 
counter strong opposition from hotel 
operators and other orchestra users 
on the latest demand of the New 
York musicians’ union that all fu- 
jure contracts contain a social se- 
curity clause. Hotei men in various 
of the country have refused to 
accept responsibility for the payment 
of social security taxes for the per- 
sonnel of name orchestras and this 
stand has been upheld in decisions 
handed down by the U. S. Internal 
Revenue Department. 

In a letter from Local 802 last 
week band bookers were advised that 
the union will not approve any com- 
mitments unless this clause was in- 
serted in the contract. The clause 
stipulated by the union is as fol- 
lows: ‘It is understood and agreed 
that the employees above named are 
entitled to the benefit of all Federal 
and State enactments, constituting 
what is commonly known and desig- 
nated as social security acts or laws, 
including old-age and unemployment 
insurance, and that the employer, 
during the term of this contract shall 
pay any and all taxes or payments 
required to be paid by employers 
under the provisions of said laws.’ 

The national office of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians under- 
took a similar step several months 
ago but before the order was due to | 
go in effect it was recinded. The, 
explanation that the AFM gave was| 
that the requirement was temporarily | 
suspended. | 

At about the same time that the | 
AFM called off its order the Col-'! 
lector of Internal Revenue, of the! 
Third District, New York City, issued | 
a memorandum setting forth the! 
status of musicians under the Social | 
Security Act. The memo defined the | 
difference between a name and non- | 
name orchestra and stated where the | 
leader ‘contracts with the members 
of his band for their services at a 
fixed salary, either by term or en- 
gagement, and makes himself re- | 
sponsible for the payment of such | 
salary without reference to the dis- | 
charge of the purchaser's obligation’ | 
he is the employer and as such in- | 
curs liability for the payment of the | 
tax. 

Another clause that the band of- | 
fices are required by Local 802 to 
insert in their contract forms is as | 
follows: 

"As the musicians engaged under | 
the stipulations of this contract are 
members of the American Federation 
of Musicians, nothing in this contract | 
shall be construed as to interfere | 
with any obligation which the mu- 
sicians owe to the American Federa- 
tions of Musicians by reason of their 
Prior obligations to the American | 
Federation of Musicians as members | 
thereof; the Constitution and By- | 
Laws and regulations of which, and | 
of Local 802 thereof, shall cover and 
govern and shall be deemed a part | 
of this agreement.’ 
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Ina Ray Hutton Men 


|Feb. 13. 


|offices and will probably put in aj} 
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Security Tax, Who 


New Union Clause 





Going on Under Sunseri 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 
All-male band which Ina Ray Hut- 
ton organized among members of 
Local 60 here and which she dropped 
short time ago is being taken over 
by Sal Sunseri, trumpet player and 
one of the men. He’s adding a 
couple of new musicians, a gal vo- 
calist and plans to invade the local 
dance field at an early date. 
Hutton move came quickly, with 
all of her crew returning to Pitts- 
burgh immediately and deciding last 
week to stick together for time be- 
ing under Sunseri’s baton. Name 
for outfit still to be selected, how- 
ever, 


NOTHOTENOUGH 
FOR N.C. JIVERS 


’ Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 6. 
Dean Hudson and his Florida 
Clubmen will replace Bob Sylves- 
ter’s band on the Toastchee Time 
radio commercial over WBT on 








Sylvester couldn't swing it enough 
to suit high school listeners, chief 
consumers of sponsored product. Pro- 
gram, aired each Tuesday night at 
9:30 for half hour, is carried on 
southern CBS network. 


NICK STUART JOINS 
FT. WORTH C.C. FOR $60 


Ft. Worth, Feb. 6. 


Nick Stuart, the band leader, a 
local favorite for past two years, 
wired in $60 from San Francisco last 
week for mem.bership in Fort Worth 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Says this now his official resi- 
dence. 
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Cab Calloway, Feb. 13, Albany 
theatre, Albany, Ga. 

Al Donahue, Feb. 13, Auditorium, 
Raleigh, N. C.; 18-19, Strand theatre, 
Cumberland, Md.; March 1, Prince- 
ton U; 5, Erie. Pa. 

Claude Hopkins, Feb. 23, George 
Washington Hotel, Washington, Pa. 

Johnny McGee, April 13, Ambas- 
sador Hotel, N. Y. 

Bill Bardo, Feb. 13, four weeks, 
Club Trocadero, Henderson, Ky. 

Larry Clinton, March 2-3, Castle 
Farms, Cinn. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Feb. 10, Playmor 
B., Kansas City; 11 Meade’s Acres, 
Topeka, Kansas; 14, Madrid B, 
Louisville, Ky.; 23, Masonic Temple, 
Lansing, Mich. 

Paul Page, Feb. 13-15-17--18-20- 
22-24, Playmor B., Kansas City. 

Carl Shreiber Feb. 8-11-15-18 
22-25-29, March 3, Pershing B., 
Chicago. 

Frankie Trumbauer, Feb. 10, Tro- 
mar B., Des Moines; 11, Trianon B., 
Terre Haute, Ind.; 17-18, Castle 
Farms, Cinn. 

Joe Venuti, Feb. 10, Castle Farms, 
Cinn.; 11-12-13, Colonial theatre 
Detroit. 

Maurie Sherman, Feb. 11, West- 
port Beach Club, Los Angeles. 

Don Bestor, Feb. 16, week, Tower 
theatre, Kansas City. 


$720 ASCAP Award In 
Eight Zones for Coilege 
Lads With Creative Yen 


Latest good will builder for the 
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: Hitz Chain of Dance Dates Ends 
With His Death: All Booking Solo 





Glenn Miller Series 
Repeated on WOR, N.Y. 


gun repeating two of the Glenn Mil- 
ler orchestra’s CBS broadcasts for 
Chesterfield on WOR, N. Y., the same 
as is done with Kay Kyser’s Lucky 
Strike hour. WOR began Sunday 


of Miller’s previous Tuesday and 
Wednesday quarter hours on CBS. 
Miller also does a Thursday show 
for CBS. 


Kyser repeat on WOR is done by 
Miller tape whereas the Glenn Mil- 
ler job is aired via e.t.’s. Newell 
Emmett agency. ; 


DON HAYNES 
JOINS GAC. 


Don Haynes has been brought in 
by General Amusement Corp. to 
head its one-nighter department. He 
replaces Harry Squires, who resigned 
several weeks ago. 

Haynes joined the Cleveland office 
of Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc., 
when the latter was organized in 
1935. Later he was assigned to man- 
age Consolidated’s San Francisco of- 
fice and then was transferred back 











American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is a scholar- 
ship offer to college students with 
exceptional talent for musical com- 
edy writing. It is called the ‘ASCAP 
Fellowship Competition, and pro- 
vides for an award oi $720 to under- 


winning play in each of eight re- 
gional divisions. All scripts will re- 
main the sole property of their cre- 
ators. 

The score and book of each mu- 
sical show must reach the chairman 
of the judging committee by May 1 
tor the initial competition (1940) 
and by March 15 in the successive 
years. The play must be a collab- 
oration and: have been actually cast, 
costumed and produced in a public 
auditorium before an audience of not 





MAX KERNER IN N.Y. 


Detroit Ballroom Operator Lining 
Up Summer Bookings 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Max Kerner, operator of the East- 
wood and Westwood Garden, Detroit | 
ballrooms, spent the past week in| 
New York lining up name bands for | 
the summer season. | 

Kerner made tentative price and | 
date offers to the various booking | 


followup trip a few weeks hence to | 
do some closing. 
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WALTER WINCHELL Says: 


Starting 





and concurrently at 


is the big reason the Beachcomber is doing so well.” 


* 
Pump Room, Ambassador Hotel, Chicago 


NEW YORK | 


(Starting Feb. 7) | 


| 
| 


Monte Proser’s Sensationally Successful 


BEACHCOMBER, NEW YORK | 


MATTY 
MALNECK 


and His Orchestra 





—‘‘Matty Malneck Orchestra 





March 2 | 


| 





Direction—M. C. A, 





| less than 200 persons. 





SYMPH, SINGERS, SWING 
COMBO BUFF CLICKO 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 

Symphony-swing combo drew 10.- 
000 to 174th Armory Saturday (3) 
for Firemen’s 50th annual ball. Con- 
cert by 65-piece Buffalo Philhar- 
monic Symphony under’ Franco 
Autori and 80-voice Polish Singing 
Circle was followed by Harry James’ 
swinging. 

Fran Hines, James’ new vocalist 
and a local boy, sang during concert. 








CHICK WEBB MEMORIAL 


Benefit Scheduled for Big 
Shed on Feb. 12 

First of a series of benefits to 
gather funds for the financing of a 
memorial to the late Chick Webb 
will be staged in Baltimore Armory | 
Feb. 12. Memorial will be a com- ! 
munity center, erected in Baltimore, | 
Webb’s home town. Leader died last | 
summer, 

All available colored talent, headed | 
by Joe Louis, is expected to be on 
hand. 


Phil Cohen Off ASCAP . 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Phil Cohen. for more than 20 years 
Coast rep and attorney for the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, leaves that | 


Baltimore 











| post Feb. 15 as the result of the So- | 


ciety’s new policy of separating its | 
legal and collections departments. | 
Richard Powers takes charge of the | 
westcoast setup, with Murray Stra- | 
vers, Cohen’s assistant, remaining as | 
manager of the Hollywood office. 
Cohen and other ASCAP attor- 
ney-reps operated on a commission 
basis, and the new policy was insti- 
tuted to affect substantial savings | 
and obtain a closer co-ordination of | 


| licensing methods. 


graduate or graduate authors of the} 


| 


'to GAC from this post. 


to Cleveland as manager. He comes 
Before join- 





and Monday (4-5) to air cuttings | 


— 


An indication of how much of a 
one-man proposition was Ralph 


'Hitz’s hotel management is seen in 


the dissolution of the National Hotel 


Liggett & Myers Tobacco has be- | Management, Inc., which had under 


_its aegis the Belmont-Plaza hotel, 


New York; Book-Cadillac, Detroit; 
Nicollet, Minneapolis; Congress, Chi- 
cago; Netherlands-Plaza, Cincinnati; 
and Adolphus, Dallas. 

The Hotel New Yorker, popularly 


_ presumed to be the flagship of Na- 


tional Hotel Management, never was 
part of NHM. Hitz was president 
of the Hotel New Yorker Corp., as 

well as NHM. Frank Andrews, g.m. 
‘and v.p. of the Hotel New Yorker, 
| with the passing of Hitz, became 
| president thereof and NH"1 was dis- 
| solved. 
| Hitz’s vividness in the band and 
talent field, although essentially a 
hotel operator, stemmed from his 
astute bookings and buying of tal- 
ent. Furthermore, proper show- 
czesing did a lot for both the bands 
, and shows, as well as the hotels. 

It was possible through NHM and 
_ Hitz technique to spot some pretty 
|good names into lesser keys like 
‘Minneapolis, but pay them better at 
‘the big spot in New York (Inci- 
| dentally, like the New Yorker, Sey- 
|mour Weiss’ Hotel Roosevelt, New 
| Orleans, benefited from the Hitz 
/ contact, it being a personal equation 
between Weiss and Hitz. N.O. hotel 
was otherwise non-NHM.) 

Rand sellers, also, found it con- 
venient to sell the ‘Hitz chain’; now 
it’s an individual buyin; market. 
True, in the past, local managers 
had a say, or felt that they had some 
|authority in the booking of orches- 





| ing Consolidated, Haynes was with tras and shows, It’s strictly so from 





the Frederick Bros. 


2,000 NEGROES DANCE 





TO CAB CALLOWAY 





Charlotte, N. -€., Feb. 6. 

Cab Calloway broke house records 
for last four years for Charlotte 
Armory when some -2,000 negro 
dancers and 500 white spectators 
passed the wicket. 

Admission was $1 a head for 
dancers and 75 cents each for spec- 
tators. 


PROGRAM IN MOURNING 
Death of Davil Ball, president of 
the P. Lorillard Tobacco Co., slowed 





Sammy Kaye’s Sensation ciggie pro- ’ 


gram down to a walk Monday night 
(5) and eliminated most of its fea- 
tures, including the Vass Family. 
Ball died Saturday (3). 

Band was confined to waltz stand- 
ards. 


now on. Carl Snyder, of course, per 
usual, will be prominent in the Hotel 
New Yorker's talent bookings. 

The dissolution of NH I came 
about through a specific death clause 
as regards Hitz. But back of it, also, 

| were other intra-organizational 
angles which had been a bone of 
contention thr-gh the years. It’s 
hotel history that Hitz was a post- 


{ 
| 
| 


'depression success. That's how 
| NHM came about. But after Na- 
tional Hotel Management, Inc., 


pulled some of the weak-sister hos- 
telries out of the red, some started 
questioning the whyfore of fees to 
the outfit, now that they’re doing all 
right. 





Dallas Echo 
Dallas, Feb. 6. 
Retirement of National Hotel Man- 
agement from active work held spell- 
ing doom to swing bands at Century 
Room, Hotel Adolphus, here. Reason 
is that as bands will be booked by 
hotel official, Manager Otio Schu- 
bert, Jr., will have say-so. 
And Schubert doesn’t 
blarey music. 


like loud, 
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*s RKO-Radio film 
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t Song Success 
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4. New Distinctive Ball 


GOTTA GET 


and tlona Massey 
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Bob Crosby Thinks That Leadership 
Is Often Ticket to Boobland 





By ABEL GREEN 


Bob Crosby, maestro on the Camel 
radio show and at the Hotel New 
Yorker, (N.Y), believes he echoes 
the general sentiments of many an- 
other bandleader, when he depre- 
cates the fever of new-band build- 
ups and talent-raiding of star musi- 
cians. ‘It’s all right for a leader to 
act like a great fellow, and be gener- 
ous in building up his personnel, 


but there just isn’t room for many 
more bands, unless they have some 
Special style, spark of genuis or 
other distinguishing trademark. 

‘If it keeps up, there’ll be no more 
good men in the established orches- 
tras and the leaders may find them- 
selves forced to join the bands of 
others. 

‘Back of this situation of ambitious 
musicians who would become lead- 
ers are lawyers, who are agents, and 
agents who are progressive; but after 
a while it becomes not only silly but 
pathetic. 

‘ll give you several instances 
(whereupon names, which for ob- 
vious reasons are omitted, were 
cited) where it has resulted not only 
in heartbreak for some crack musi- 
cians, but has actually driven them 
into the gutter. One player with 
a topnotch band was banking his 
money regularly, drawing $350 a 
week,’ plus extras from radio and 
records until he got the maestro bee. 
Now he’s talking to himself on 52d 
street and drinking like a fool. The 
drink thing has hit two others I 
know. 

‘Then, what’s probably just as bad, 
if not worse—what happens to their 
spirit? You've no idea what a week 
or two of one-nighters can do to get 
you down, especially when the boys 
sound sour and there are 14 people 
in the joint. : 

‘It sounds terrific when the agent 
or those lawyers, who are 10%ers at 
heart, give you the buildup. They 
advance you a few grand and for that 
‘piece’ of the band it’s a constant 
struggle.’ 

Crosby cited a name bandman 
who, he believes, was literally driven 
to retirement because, for the ‘in- 
vestment’ of a few thousand by this 
or that financial backer, so much 





had to come off the top that the 
leader found himself working until 
unconscious with little net to show 
for it. ; 
Bandleader Bee 


But the bandleader bee continues. 
Crosby cites one star saxophonist 
who quit him in a huff because he 
said he wasn’t given the proper 
buildup on the show. Asked why, 
the musician stated, ‘Don’t you think 
some day I want to have my own 
band, and by not giving me an im- 
portant enough announcement you're 
killing my future.’ 

Crosby continues, ‘Take the Benny 
Goodman band. There are more 
leaders from ex-musicians in that 
band than there are names in the 
band you can think of offhand. You'll 
say Ziggy Elman, and then you’re 
stuck. Heretofore you named quite a 
few, but of course they’re leaders on 
their own, although disproving (or 
perhaps supporting my thedry of 


having that spark) that the alumni| the role of business men and deep | are not upset about the same mat- 


happen to have made good on their 
own.’ 

Crosby’s band will be five years 
old in June. It started as a coop- 
erative organization and eight of the 
14 are from the original setup, 
counting Crosby. Although himself 
from the northwest, most of them 


came from around New Orleans way, | summed up in the observation that |iS moving slowly, waiting for unoffi- | 


hence the ‘Dixieland rhythm’ trade- 


mark. Gil Rhoden, sax, who is as- | 


sociate maestro and who holds the 
band together, with Ray Bauduc, 
stellar drummer, are seniors in the 
cooperative profit-sharing system. 
It’s an unincorporated partnership. 
The other partners are Bobby Hag- 
gart, bass; Eddie Miller, tenor sax; 
Nappy LaMarr, guitar; Matty Mat- 
lock, arranger, who no longer plays. 
Bob Zurke, alumnus, and a kader 
on his own, never was a partner. 
Jess Stacy is now in Zurke’s spot, at 
.the keys. 
Not Business Men 


In line with the personnel and 
talent-raiding proclivities by agents, 
Crosby cites the mental. shortcom- 
ings of many of the clan who, if 
they knew what it was all about— 


| leader?’ 


the above were phoned by this agent 
with the proposition to quit Crosby 
and head up a band of his own, all 
ultimately reporting the facts to their 
leader. 

Crosby also has his own ideas 
anent the proposition of maestros 
who finance their star musicians 
with bands of their own and retain 
a ‘piece’ therof. This, he feels, is 
fraught with danger because that 
too can become a vicious situation, 
along these lines: the leader may 
encourage jobs for his protegee as 
a supplement to being booked joint- 
ly. It’s a sort of blockbooking system, 
where you get the name star, pro- 
viding you also showcase his one or 
two or three subsidiary bands. Any- 
way, that’s the theory, and how 
much of it has been put into prac- 
tice Crosby can oniy conjecture, al- 
though he feel’s there’s merit to 
this suspicion. 

He brushes off the analogy that 
Paul Whiteman might have done all 
right by himself if he financed such 
alumni as Bing Crosby or Morton 
Downey, but argues that’s a differ- 
eht parallelism, because the singers 
themselves came to the fore on 
unique merit, Besides, they’re not 
musicians. 

Another unhealthy practice in this 
fostering of new bands was one sit- 
uation—no longer in vogue—at a ma- 
jor phonograph company where the 
recording manager took arrangers 
or musicians, built bands around 
them, gave them the best tunes to 
wax, and retained a good chunk of 
the organization for himself. That 
was the start of a long series of 
‘angles,’ with which the music busi- 
ness has been burdened since time 
immemorable. 
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Clip Maestros 


Continued from page 1 














wants to sing. Show business has 
always smiled indulgently at these 
human foibles, but as a rule the 
acrobat never could do himself much 
injury. Not so with the orchestra 
leaders, who nevertheless have the 
legal right to bankrupt themselves if 
they are so inclined. And they’ve 
come close to the wringer in several 
classic cases. Orchestra men who 
have been in the big money for 
years, yet must meet current oper- 
ating expenses with I.0.U.’s, are elo- 
quent of the net result of too many 
sidelines. 

What the headshakers say in sub- 
stance is this: ‘since when did run- 
ning an orchestra not demand all the 
time and energy and thought of a 
And to this is added a fur- 
ther observation: ‘the average musi- 
cian must study and rehearse and 
play 10 to 15 years to achieve the 
professional skill necessary to suc- 
cess. During that time’ he is neces- 
sarily unable to also familiarize him- 
self with business management, book- 
keeping, exploitation and other com- 
mercial pursuits, which are also spe- 
cialties to the learning of which 
other men, not musicians, also devote 
10 years and more. 

Idea is prevalent in the trade that 
too many orchestra leaders, who wil- 
fully insist on casting themselves in 





| thinkers, are surrounded only by yes 
| men, stooges, hired hands: and others 
who coddle and con them in their 
| illusions. It’s the leader’s bankroll 
| that disappears. 

Criticize Lawyer-Mgrs. 

The sharpest criticism of the musi- 
cian - playacting - as - businessman is 


| these same dancemen usually have 
to resort to lawyers for everyday 
business advice that, in general, no 
real business man would ever need. 
The lawyer may provide sound 
enough legal counsel, whereas what 
the danceman often needs, showmen 
believe, is some cold-blooded com- 
;mon sense. A business man who 
needs a lawyer at his elbow is not 
; commonly considered a brilliant en- 
trepreneur. 

One of the latest reports heard 
around New York is that, encouraged 





some orchestra leaders have contem- 
plated setting up their own booking 
office on the superficial theory that 
the commissions should go into. a 
central fund and then be divided up 








as does the lowliest songplugger, for 
instance—would know of the coop- 
erative esprit d’ corps and the’! 
financial interests in his own band. | 
Instead, one morning, all seven of| 


‘ 


as ‘profits.’ Showmen. regard this 


| proposal as tops in nonsense, but do 


not argue that its nonsensical nature 
will automatically discourage its pro- 
motion. 

As far back as 1900 the White Rats 





actors (vaudeville) union seriously 
flirted with the idea of establishing 
its own booking agency, but the idea 
died in the face of the fact that there 
is, and as a matter of sound eco- 
nomics always must be, a natural 
irivalry among entertainers. Or- 
chestras compete with each other for 
public favor, for radio plums, for big 
money, for choice hotel dates, for 
prestige engagements. The idea of a 
group of orchestras all being part- 
ners, share and share alike, in a 
booking office seems pretty silly. But 
so many other silly adventures by 
prosperous orchestra leaders have 
been occurring in the last two years 
that nothing is beyond the reach of 
possibility. The more,sidelines, the 
more legal fees, say the showmen. 


Interpretive Artist vs. Labor 


Bitter opposition to granting recognition to the interpretive artist is 
anticipated from all quarters but that of organized labor when the 
Shotwell copyright bill comes up for a hearing before a Congressional 
committee in Washington, No date has yet been set for such hearing, 
but legal spokesmen for the picture, phonograph record and music 
publishing industries and the composers and authors have already 
indicated their sentiments on the issue. Theirs is a unanimously nega- 
tive stand. - 

These legalites are of the opinion that when the demand of the 
National Association of Performing Artists gets down to analysis or- 
ganized labor itself will find itself faced with a dilemma, since the 
NAPA suggests that any rights granted by the law be invested in the 
band leader and not the members of his organization. It is believed 
that before the NAPA will be able to get the full support of organized 
labor it will have to show how all the members of an orchestra will 
benefit from the fees collected under the rights granted interpretive 
artists. 

American Federation of Musicians’ executive board recently went 
on record as favoring the inclusion of a provision covering the in- 
terpretive artists in the Shotwell bill, The latter was introduced in 
the U. S. senate several weeks ago. 


RECORD REVIEWS 








Anti-Trust 


Continued from page 33____ 


the various adverse opinions on state 
laws regulating ASCAP have stimu- 
lated the activity. Invalidation of 
the Nebraska statute and the U. S. 
Supreme Court’s remanding of the’ 
Florida litigation are motivating fac- 
tors, with the trust-busters particu- | 
larly intrigued by the outspoken con- 
demnation of the pool by Supreme | 
Court Justice Hugo L. Black in che, 
Florida controversy several months | 
back. 




















Orrin Tucker ‘You'd Be Surprised’—‘Little Girl’ (Columbia 35344) 


‘Surprised’ is a smoothly done sequel to ‘Oh Johnny’ with another pro- 
| vyocative vocal by Bonnie Baker done in the same lilting, rhythmic manner, 


| Reverse ‘Little Girl’ is an ensemble arrangement with colorful violins and 
Everything remains: quiet on the, Tucker vocal. 


legislative front, but there are hints | a cans 
that Senator Homer T. Bone, chair-, ping Crosby-Connie Boswell ‘Between 18th and 19th on Chestnut Street’(— 


Bone May Offer Bill 


man of the Senate Patents Commit- | 
tee, may offer a new bill when he! 
returns to the Capitol late this’ 


‘Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams’ (Decca 2948) 


‘Chestnut’ is the click side duoing Bing Crosby and Connie Boswell. 

i | Tune is an above average novelty and so is the treatment given it. Rhythm 
— ogi 160 se pi tragedy and enthusiasm that the two put into the tune seems to indicate that 
Sedtures of the sphineed aus seatine | making it was fun. Crosby’s ad lib comments add spice. Reverse is a 
by the Shotwell committee, which | Crosby solo of an old ballad handled in fine style, 


also has drawn hot fire from differ- | 
ent music users. | 
So far, Bone has not decided on 


Lionel Hampton ‘I Can’t Get Started with You’—Munson Street Break- 
down’ (Victor 26453) 
Smart melody of ‘Started’ is wasted und Hampton’s talents come close to 


any course. Chiefly because, still | 
recovering from injuries suffered last | 
summer, he has not been in direct | 
communication with colleagues on | 


being in the same groove. It’s slow, almost in dirge temp, and is not a 
commendable treatment of a fine tune. ‘Breakdown’ is similarly arranged 
but has much more pep with a standout piano break early and Hampton's 


the patents committee, the State | Vibes later. 


. . " | i 
bo gen ps Side Gas pogo Georgia Auld ‘Juke Box Jump’—This Is Romance’ (Varsity 8159) 


close associates said it would be, . Jump’ title sounds like some hot stuff should be expected from the old 
‘premature’ to predict at this time Artie Shaw crew but the reverse is the case. It’s a dull, uninspired ar- 
just what path he will follow but. rangement that gets monotonous fast. Piano and sax breaks don’t offset the 
indicated that hearings are very | POOr impression. Band seems to have had little enthusiasm for the tune. 
probable because of divergent opin- | ‘Romance’ is little better and seems less capable a recording job than its 
ions about the measure introduced | Companion piece. Both sides muggy. 

by Senator Elbert Thomas, of Utah, 


sponsor -of the International Copy- Glenn Miller ‘Faithful to You’—‘It’s a“*Blue World’ (Bluebird 10536) 


right Convention. After sentiment ‘Blue World’ is the best of two good sides in similar tempos. It’s in 
on the Thomas bill, framed by the | smooth Miller style and almost all ensemble work. However, the vocal by 
Shotwell committee, has been cata-| Ray Eberle doesn’t measure up to the playing. ‘Faithful’. carries a more 
loged, Bone is likely to try and write | listenable vocal by same singer, arrangement having a shade more color. 
a substitute, particularly since doubt ee 
has been expressed in some quarters | Tommy Dorsey ‘Loser’s Weepers’—‘Faithful to You’ (Victor 26439) 
whether the Thomas proposal will| ‘Loser’s* is a smart arrangement of a tune with a hop. Topping the sax, 
take the United States all the way bass, and trombone breaks is one on drums that’s okay. Muted trombone 
in to the Rome agreement. | solo eong are oo adding much. Good vocal by Anita Boyer. 
Dorsey’s ‘Milenberg Joys’ (Victor 26437) is a standout swing record origi- 
Uc stag ge a | nally made a year ago and a limited number of copies turned out for a hot 
eae the ED tars IO “den NAB | club. It's now on general release. Running on both sides the tune is 
still bitterly opposed eae ecu ataia | enthusiastically played with the punch of the old Dorsey band (it has since 
continuing minimum damage pinned changed many men). Various breaks, clarinet, and hot trombone piece on 


sad iasieling tha taiaeh: compromise’ second side stand out. Too, the entire rhythm section rides solidly behind 


is worse than the existing law. But | the band all the way through. 


the radio groups have been assured | ‘ er 
it 4it teas Geuneh tlaseen.. ehlie | Bobby Byrne ‘Two Little Doodle Bugs’—‘Can’t We Be Friends’ (Decca 2956) 


: : | ‘Friends’ is smartly treated oldie by the new Byrne band. Leader's 
ep Ml ae ae ae | trombone adds a lot to the number. Vocal by Jimmy Palmer seems in- 
aa ie ih eetier weonntl consistent. ‘Doodle Bugs’ is a good arrangement backed by a band chorus 
Sinem tho thances of heatinas tnd of | and fronted by Byrne’s listenable trombone all the way through. However, 
preventing rush passage improve | the record, though okay, has to contend with Sammy Kaye's version. 
— — Fee d poorgg Bed _ Sammy Kaye ‘Two Little Doodle Bugs’—‘Vagabond Dreams’ (Victor 26419) 
manufacturers of coin-operated pho- | Kaye’s outfit seems to fit novelty tunes like ‘Bugs.’ Tune is a natural for 
nographs, and film producers and_| the group and they turn out the best job. Three Cadets carry the vocal in 
exhibitors. These do not see eye to rhythmic solidly earable style backed by a band chorus, Clyde Burke vocal 


eye on some issues, however, ahd all | ind « a to the melodic treatment of the smoothly recorded ‘Vagabond 











| ters. mvJTz/£= 
| Nothing has happened in the Ray Herbeck “You're Lettin’ the Grass Grow Right Under Your Feet’— 
house in the weeks since Rep.| How's About It’ (Vocalion 5305) 


Herbeck band shows up smartly on these two sides. ‘Grass’ is arranged 
with-melody predominant; saxes:and an electric guitar standing out. Vocal 
by Betty Benson is good but could have been shorter. Reverse, though 
ably played, doesn’t seem to be solid enough material. Vocal is by Betty 
Benson and Kirby Brooks. 


Charles Kramer, of California, as- 
cended to the chairmanship of the 
patents committee, succeeding the 
late Dr. William I. Sirovich. As a 
'friend of the film producers, Kramer | 


|cial comments from a number of | Hal Kemp ‘Would’ja Mind’—‘Confucious Say’ (Victor 26452) 


by the usual lawyer masterminds, | 


persons and organizations with a 
monetary interest. He may introduce 
the Shotwell proposal so it can be 
used as a springboard, but is more 
disposed to wait and see what the 
senate does about the international 
treaty. 
$10 Fine in O’Brien Bill 


Relaxation of the copyright laws 
to aid hotels and eating places where 
no cover charge is imposed was 
sought Thursday (1) by Rep. Jo- 
|seph J. O’Brien, Repullican, from 
East Rochester, N. Y. Under O’Brien’s 
proposal, minimum damages for 
copyright infringements on music 
played in such hotels would be 
Slashed from the present $250 per 
performance to a mere $10. Joker 





tion ‘unless greater damages 
shown.’ 

Reduced fine for ‘infringement of 
copyright of musical compositions’ 


are 





Kemp’s is a different band on these two, with smartly tricked up ar- 
rangements adding unusual and interesting color to capable playing. Flute 
break at the start is a nice touch. ‘Confucious’ with the Smoothies vocal- 
| ling isn’t equal to what the group has done in the past. Portions of the 
' lyrics are silly, 


| 
| where no entrance fee, cover charge ter, ‘by which this bia was drafted 
‘or its equivalent charge’ is made.! by the Committee for the Study of 





in the bill was seen in the qualifica- | 


Greater damages clause was con- 
strued as a protection to copyrights, 
where an establishment might profit 


,unreasonably from airing of special | 
tunes or some Super-attraction in- | 


volving copyrighted material. 





| NAPA’s Shotwell Protest 
In a letter addressed to Senator 
Homer T. Bone the NAPA yester- 
day (Tuesday) asked for the priv- 
ilege of being heard when the Shot- 
well bill comes up and, with sar- 
| casm, scored the treatment the asso- 
ciation alleges it received from the 
, Shotwell committee. 


Copyright’ excluded this organiza- 
tion from .participation at confer- 
ences,’ and that ‘the case of the per- 
forming artist has not been fully and 
honestly presented.’ 
The letter does admit that a NAPA 
spokesman was heard by the com- 
mission’s discussion group June 22, 
1939, but since the association was 
not a participant at later discussions 
and conferences that invitation didn't 
count. NAPA’s letter also complains 
that subsequently it was refused the 
| courtesy of being represented merely 
| as an auditor on the ground that this 





‘The so-called | would necessitate inviting other in- 
would apply to hotels or restaurants | ‘democratic process,’ states the let- terested parties, 
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SHUFFLE THE DECK 


During the Four A’s-stagchands’ battle last summer for con- 


trol of the variety actors’ union, 


the fear was expressed by some 


rofessionals that everybody was playing potsy with a patsy. 


That now appears to have been 


In the place of the American 
A’s set up the American Guild 


at least partially prophetic. 


Federation of Actors, the Four 
of Variety Artists. The Ralph 


Whitehead organization, it claimed, was being mismanaged, 
hence the revocation of its charter and the setting up of a sub- 
stitute. Now, nearly six months later, those directing the des- 
tiny of AGVA haven't yet uncovered the key to better manage- 
ment of a vaude and nitery performers’ union. 


Within the brief duration of 


AGVA’s existence thus far, the 


union has had four ‘appointed’ executive secretaries. First was 
Maida Reade, from Equity’s council; second, Mrs. Dorothy 


Bry 
Jean h 


ant, formerly executive secretary of Chorus Equity; third, 
{uir, film and legit player; and now, Mildred Roth, once 


‘a clerk in the office of Paul Turner, Equity counsel, and only 
recently admitted to the bar herself. The last two were and are 
only temporarily in charge, it’s. true, but it’s notable that not 


one 0 ! 
variety actors’ profession. 


f the executive secretaries was, or is, of and from the 





Maybe it’s about time the heads of the Four A’s other affili- 


ates turned AGVA over to the 
set up. There’s no doubt left n 


actors for whom the union was 
ow that there are too many out- 


side fingers in the pie—and that if a vaudeville and nitery per- 
formers’ union is to exist, it best be directed by some one who 


knows that particular business. 





It’s taken for granted that there is much labor pain and con- 
fusion in the setting up of a new union, especially one emerging 


from such a hectic state of affai 


rs as existed last summer. How- 


ever, AGVA’s chaotic condition, plus its non-variety-performer- 
management, has been lasting much too long. 





Relief should come quickly, or else the patient may never get 


well. 





Benefit Gag Hitting 


New Highs (Lows) 





In Philly: ‘Invite’ TA to Intervene 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
The Theatre Authority may extend 
jis jurisdiction into the Philly ¢ector 
as a result of an S.O.S. from out-of- 


town performers, who are being sub- 
jected to appear cuffo at numerous 
benefits and banquets here of late. 
Home town talent is protected by 
the United Entertainers Assn., indie 
actors’ union, which passes on the 
legitimacy of so-called benefits. If 
it is found the affair is not strictly 
for charity the union turns thumbs 
down and the entertainer can refuse 
to appear. 

But traveling performers, most of 
them from New York, have no such 
protection. Since most of them are 
‘names,’ they are greatly in demand 
for banquets and the like. Nitery 
operators, who are beholden to poli- 
ticians for favors, cannot refuse re- 
quests for talent. Performers have 
been subjected to appear in as many 
as three benefits a night in addition 
to their regular stints. 

The wave of cuffo talent chiseling 
reached a high last week with a rash 

+ of political dinners and a group of 
entertainers at one of the most popu- 
Jar night spots staged a ‘sit-down- 

strike’ and refused to appear at a 
charity event. They had already 
played two benefits that night. One 


of the actors telephoned the TA in| 


New York and two representatives 
came here pronto to check on the 
situation. 

It is believed that night club op- 
erators, like Jack Lynch, Frank 
Palumbo, Benny - the - Bum, and 
others who have been frequently 
called upon to supply free shows. 
will welcome the TA’s clamping 
down on the evil. It will give them 
® perfect alibi and enable them to 
get rid of a headache. 

Instead of helping business, nitery 
operators complain that donating 
their shows kills patronage. One of 
them told of bringing his entire floor 

Ow to a central-city political gath- 
ering recently. After the show he 
eard a group arranging a party. 

t’s go somewhere else, we've al- 


Teady seen this guy’s show,’ was the 
remark, 





Benny Fields to Fla. 


Florida for a two-week date at a new 
tami Beach spot, the Carousel Club. 
After getting that fashionable tan, 

eis to Manhattan for six 

S at th i 
Feb. 21, e Famous Door, opening 


Always Optimists 





The boys are starting to talk it 
up again in anticipation of the 
1940 edition of the N. Y. Fair. 

Paradox is that the cafes, on 
Broadway and the east side, 
called the 1939 Fair a blight on 
their biz. 








Benny Fields left Saturduy (3) for | 





'Powatan, Det.’s Oldest 
Nitery, Closed For 
Liquor Law Violation 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

The Powaton Club, one of Detroit’s 
swankiest and oldest niteries, was 
slapped shut last week by the Liquor 
| Control Commission. Agents of the 
|Commission testified that the club 
‘had been cheating on the laws by 
| selling liquor after 2 a.m. and al- 


| lowing gambling. 
The closing also snapped to atten- 
| tion this town's new police commis- 








sioner, Frank D. Eaman, whose first|a stage was a one-show personal at | 


lacts were to clean out his depart- 
| ment and bang down on the bookies. 





CLEVE. MAYFAIR NOW. 
| HOUSES FREAK SHOW 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 
Old Mayfair Casino, one-time the 
; Ohio, legit theatre, we: taken over 
last week by Peter Kortes and Harry 
Golub, Chicago bookers of freaks, 
who installed their ‘Worid’s Fair 
Museum’ in its long lobby for an in- 


definite run. 

Twenty acts, ranging from Zaza, 
the Alligator Girl, to Vokal, the 
man with two mouths, are in the ex- 
hibit, which has turned one of the 
town's former show-places into a cir- 
cus sideshow. Managers of RKO and 
Warner houses adjoining made a 
couple of faint protests about ‘cheap- 
ening the downtown theatre section,’ 
but might as well have saved their 
‘breaths. Loew's interests, which 
‘own the spot, as well as two film 
‘houses close by, leased the promot- 
‘ers the Mayfair Casino, which has 
| been a white elephant since it closed 
'a year ago. 











VAUDEVILLE 
Cuffo Coffee 














A Broadway press. agent 
walked into one of the two 
Maxwell House coffee shops in 
Times Square with an acquaint- 
ance. After partaking of java 
and ‘donuts’ hé calmly produced 
a pass in payment of the two 15c 
checks, 

Understood the firm has dis- 
tributed many such ‘passes.’ 
Spots were originally opened for 
their advertising value, but are 
now showing large profits. 








~ CURFEW IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

The city’s night spots, already 
harassed by the State Liquor Board’s 
agents, received another blow over 
the weekend when the newly- 
formed Broadway Squad of the De- 
tective Bureau made the rounds and 
announced that the Saturday night 
curfew would be strictly enforced. 
Although the city has had a Saturday 
midnight closing ordinance on the 


books for many years, police have 
been lenient and have not bothered 
niteries as long as they didn’t create 
‘nuisances.’ But with the induction 
of a new City Administration things 
have changed. 

The Broadway Squad appeared at 
every midcity spot and asked all 
customers to leave. Inebriated 
gentlemen and their ladies, who 
‘tried to assert their rights, were 
gently but firmly eased outside by 
the coppers. Proprietors were 
warned that any repetition of the 
offense would bring arrests. 

With nitery biz already on its last 
legs here, due to strict supervision 
of after-hour liquor sales and gen- 
eral pre-Lenten slump, operators 
gloomily predict that the latest move 
by the police department will drive 
the last nails into the nitery coffin. 
Saturday nights have been their only 
salvation until now. 

Police officials explained their ac- 
tion as a ‘preventative against 
gangsters congregating’ in the early 
hours, Patrons and clubowners bit- 





‘|terly remarked the City Fathers 


were doing their best to drive the 
cafe trade to N. Y. and South Jersey. 

No arrests were made in midtown, 
but the cops grabbed two wagon- 
loads of customers from an uptown 
honky-tonk, the Dipsey-Doodle Club, 
in an attempt to net a couple of 
holdup men. All were released when 
the suspects weren't found. 


SLAPSIE MAXIE TO SPAR 
WITH VAUDE FOR $1,750 


Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom, former 
| light-heavyweight fight champ, now 
{in the films and a Coast nitery op- 
erator, will make his first vaude ap- 
| pearance March 7 at Loew’s State, 


| New York. His only other time on 














the Strand, also on Broadway. 
Rosenbloom, set by Jack Curtis, 
| will get $1,750 net at the State, and 
| then goes into the State-Lake, Chi- 
| cago, the week following for the 
same coin. 

| Anita Louise, film player, 

| agented by Curtis, will appear in the 
|same show at Loew’. State. This 
| will be: her first personal in a New 
| York theatre. 


Nitery Op Asks $20,000 
Because of Cafe Brawl 








Milwaukee, Feb. 6. 
Grover H. Smith, proprietor of a 
midtown nitery known as the Four 
Aces, has brought a $20,000 assault 
and battery suit against William Hor- 
\lick Sidley, millionaire scion of the 
Racine malted milk family, for an 
alleged sock in the kisser that put 
him under a doctor’s and a dentist’s 
care for several weeks. Smith and 
Sidley, both of them over six feet 
‘and each weighing around 200 
/pounds, are supposed to have been 
friends. The socking is alleged to 
| have taken place in Smith’s cafe. 
Only two blows are said to have 
} been struck. 





COPS CLAMPING 


|in behalf of the waiters, bartenders 


also | 


| 


| 


Syme and Ames ‘poked a gun in his 





| 


| 


| first-class strike at his nitery here 
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AGVA Drops Outdoor Organizing 
To Avoid ‘Black- 


Jacking’ Stigma: 


Non-Pro Now Exec.-Sec. Pro Tem 





Acrobat Tries Again 


St. Louis, Feb. 6. 

Henry Fries, circus and vaude 
acrobat, will desert his profession 
if he makes the grade as Democratic 
candidate for Congress from the 22d 
Illinois District. From his home in 
Belleville, Ill., near here, Fries an- 
nounced he will base his campaign 
on the Townsend old-age pension 
plan. 

Several years ago Fries suffered a 
nixing at the hands of the voters 
when he sought the mayoralty job 
in his home town. He will have 
two opponents in his current race. 





eo 





To avoid the possibility of ‘black- 
jacking’ circus and carnival perform- 
ers into its ranks by making deals 
with the managements in advance, 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 


ists has discontinued organizing ac- 
tivities in the outdoor division. 
Union is returning all dues and ini- 
tiation fees collected so far and has 
dropped its organizers in the outdoor 
field, 

Since the outdoor organizing cam- 
paign was started from Chicago sev- 
eral months ago several thousand 
dollars in dues and initiation fees 
have been received. However, the 
union executives feared Such coin 
had been paid by outdoor manage- 
ments as a result of deals to cover 





WB, TOOTERS NO 
CLOSER IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
Warner Bros. and local 77, Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, were 
reported as wide apart as ever fol- 
lowing a conference Friday (2), the 


second since negotiatons were re- 
sumed last week. 

The bone of contenton was still 
the number of houses in which 
bands are to be used. WB is stick- 
ing by its guns that it will hire mu- 
sicians only where it follows a vaude 
policy, while the union seeks to get 
house bands in at least one down- 
town theatre and four or five nabes. 
Warners’ Earle and Fox, and six 
of the chain nabes, have _ been 
picketed since Dec. 1, when musi- 
cians were dropped at these houses. 
Another meeting between chain and 
union officials is skedded for the 
end of this week. 








Benny the Bum Gets 
Struck on the Chin 
And Strike at Nitery 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
Benny (The Bum) Fogelman is 
nursing a pair of black eyes and a 





as the result of a little fracas Sat- 
urday (3) with a business agent of 
the Hotel & Restaurant Workers’ 
Union. 

The brawl, which ended in a quick 
knockout of ‘The Bum,’ was staged 
in the offices of M. Herbert Syme, 
prominent labor attorney and coun- 
sel for the union. It started during 





a conference at Syme’s Office be- 
tween Harry Ames and Ray Turchi, 
business agents of the union, and 
Wallace Master, Fogelman’s lawyer, 
Benny and Syme. 

The union was seeking recognition 


circuses and carnivals to be present- 
,ed next summer. That kind of a set- 
up would require all performers in 
such shows to join the union without 
having any say in the matter. In 
other words, their dues and initiation 
fees were being deducted in advance, 
not only without their consent, but 
even before they were hired or the 
shows in which they would appear 
were actually in preparation. 
Although AGVA is still heavily in 
the red because of its loans from 
Screen Actors Guild, Equity and 
Chorus Equity, the board voted to 
return all the fees from the outdoor 
division rather than risk engaging in 
policies that would cause criticism. 
Plan how is to let the outdoor field 
alone until the union has established 
itself in the vaudeville and nitery 
divisions and is ready to extend its 
activities. 
Mildred Roth Exec Sec Pro Tem 
Sudden resignation of Jean Muir 
as acting executive-secretary last 
week left the union’s administration 
in an even more hectic state than it 
had been by the withdrawal of Dor- 
othy Bryant some weeks before. 
Miss Muir, who had been active in 
the organization since its formation, 
although only on a temporary basis, 
left on one day’s notice to fill a 
Metro picture contract on the Coast. 
Mildred Roth, who had been brought 
over from Equity to be Mrs. Bryant’s 
private secretary and had stayed on 
with Miss Muir, has been named to 
fill in as acting executive head until 
a permanent successor can be ob- 
tained. 
Kenneth Thomson, Screen Actors 
Guild executive-secretary, after a 
conference on the Coast Monday 
night (5), refused to return east and 
take temporary charge of AGVA. 
Nominating committee for AGVA’s 
New York local has picked the fol- 
lowing slate of candidates for the 
election Feb. 23: Phil Irving, for 
president; Dave Fox, first vice-presi- 
dent; Peter Wells, second .vice-presi- 
dent; Hazel Scott, third vice-presi- 
dent; Michael Lewis, fourth vice- 
president; Sam Kramer, fifth vice- 
president; Helen Sanford, secretary, 
and Alfred Stone, treasurer. For 
local board: Charles Arno, Henry 
Berman, Billy Glason, Jack Guilford, 
Al Hammer, Lionel Murray, Mario 
Naldi, Fred Pisano, Elton Rich, Ed 
Rickard, Noble Sissle, Thelma Flow- 
ers and Arthur Ward, and as alter- 
nates Charles Honi Coles, Dorothy 
Stone, Jay Dixon and Al Shayne. 





Chi AGVA Meeting 
Chicago, Feb. 6. 





and kitchen help. During the course 
of the confab, Fogelman allegedly | 
started pushing Ames around and | 
calling him names. Ames swung} 
and Benny hit the deck. The con-| 
ferees adjourned to Syme’s private | 
office and Benny followed therm in. ! 
More words. Another roundhouse 
wallop by Ames and Benny again 
took the count. 

Fogelman arose groggily and 
teetered across the street to City 
Hall, where he complained to the 
Labor Squad of the Detective Bu- 
reau that he had been assaulted by ; 
‘labor racketeers. He was told to 
swear out a warrant. 

Before Magistrate Thomas F. Con- 
nors, Fogelman took an affidavit that | 


} 


ribs’; that Ames beat him with brass 
knuckles; that he was ‘a peaceful 
citizen seeking to artitrate a labor 
dispute and was set upon, beaten and 
intimidated.’ 

Syme, the union officials and a re- 


| ble. 





porter, who witnessed the imbroglio, | 


|denied Fogelman’s allegations. Some | pitalization 


said he was under the influence of | 
something stronger than excitement 


| when he appeared for the huddle. 


Closed meeting of paid up mem- 
bers of the local American Guild 
of Variety Artists was held here last 
week, with nominating and constitu- 
tional committees elected by the 
membership. Leo Curley, local chief 
of the union, was chairman of the 
meeting. 

Elected to the nominting commit- 
tee were Manny Tyler, Jack Irving, 
Billy Carr, Willie Shore, Wade 
Booth, John Armstrong, Sandy 
Lang, Guy Magley and Inez Gam- 
Elected to constitutional come 
mittee were Bruce Jordan, Norman 
Gottschalk, Ralph Cook, Inez Gam- 
ble, Billy Carr, Jack Irving, Wade 


|Booth, Willie Shore, Chuck Wilson, 


Jimmy Dunn, William Dornfield. 





Brewsters’ Flu 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 

Brewster Twins are out of ‘Holly- 
wood Parade’ stage unit currently 
at the 20th Century here, due to hos- 
for pneumonia  con- 
tracted in Pittsburgh. 

Lebrun Sisters replaced after the 
opening day. 
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Late Rush of Headliners to NVA Benefit 





In N. Y. Insures Capacity $6,500 Gross; 





By JOE SCHOENFELD | lawyer-president of the NVA, in a 
|} speech opening the show. 


Annual benefit of the National From there on the ‘greats’ of 


Variety Artists, which last week yaudeville’s better days dominated 
looked like a flop because of almost| the stage, topped by George M. 
complete neglect from headline per- |Cohan, who delivered a medley of 

if : |his compositions, plus a dance rou- 
formers, proved a bouncing Pet tine to ‘Over There’; George Jessel, 
formance Sunday (4) at the Alvin,! who introed Cohan as the greatest 
New York, plus plenty profitable.! personality in the American thea- 
On the stage and at the b.o., it was|tre; Elsie Janis, who ran through 
the most successful NVA benefit |20™me of her topflight imitations to 
since the club’s halcyon days and) The Good Old Days’ despite being 


annual benefits at the Metropolitan | hampered by a cold; Ella Shields, in- 


Opera House. Gross at the Alvin 

















| troed by Jeanette Dupree, who made 
{a special trip to New York to do 

















°15 YEARS AGO« 


| (From VARIETY) 
| 











Broadway legit business was better 
than it had been for some time. 
There were 27 boxoffice successes, 12 
musicals and 15 straight shows. ‘The 
; Love Song’ was topping the grosses 
with $44,000. 

Signing for $3,000 per week on 
Keith time, opening at the Palace, 
Vincent Lopez was foregoing his 
concert tour. Figure unusually high 
though Paul Whiteman had a stand- 
ing offer for New York’s Hipp for 
$5,000 per which he couldn’t accept 
because of concert commitments. 

Broadcasting of plays by some 
managers was splitting the London 


























“ar OUEST TO 
rauiwer,ro. | AS 2-A-DAY 
VAUDE UNIT 


After a three-year delay, Izzy 
| Hirst’s - suit for $50,000 damages 

Clifford C. Fischer is sending oyt 

his ‘Folies Bergere’ as a two-a- 


| against E. D. Stair, Pittsburgh prop- 
‘erty owner and publisher of De- 
‘troit Free Press, was finally heard in 
‘Common Pleas court here last week. 
|There was no jury, Judge M. A. 

vaudeville unit, shifting from its finaj 
week on Broadway into the 
House, Boston, opening Feb. 19, Wij! 
be scaled $1.65 top as a vaudshow 
with Imogene Coca, Herman Hyde 














Hirst, operator of burlesque wheel 
bearing his name, claims Stair abro- 
gated a lease on the old Variety the- 

‘atre in 1936 which had two years to 
'run, and is seeking remuneration on | 
‘anticipated profits during that time. | 
-House was torn down then to make | 








Mussmanno hearing the evidence and 
and Raye and Davis added. 


‘reserving decision pending study of 
the briefs. 
Idea of embellishing it into a legit, 
headed by Phil Baker, has fallen 


way for a parking lot, only two 
‘months after Hirst had purchased 





through for a couple of reasons. For 











































































































“a on ; i " v : impresarios. A number opposed the one, Fischer and Abe Lastf 
oe oak cited ye | the honors for her ‘discovery,’ who | broadcasting because of the unfavor- _ lease from George Jaffe. | (Morris office) decided that en 
ois colo leaving a net of ov oe | noe of the piagest age be = able effect upon the plays’ b.o. om gg agin a a + er a entail considerable added overhead, 
- | English music halls, Muss lelds —--- |Harris theatre, rechristened it the/| plus new sketches and o Z 
wee in Variety last week, call- ; BUlington Bertie,’ which she deliv-| Will Rogers, addressing the group Casino, and put in unit shows be-| oe Furthermore it wedin aaa 
ing bre Mal to the fact that actors ¢Ted the previous week at the Ac-| jn Yiddish, provided the biz laugh | cause of his agreement not to go in’ the Frenchy flavor of the vaude unit 
see rushing to appear in the Fin- | tors’ Fund show, was one of the | stunt at the Jewish Theatrical Guild | competition to Hirst. Since, how- . : 
nish Relief Fund benefits, but ignor- show’s highlights. ; ;dinner in New York. Eddie Cantor | ever, Casino has gone in for burlesk, |. ‘ 
ing the actors’ own show, was cred-| Among the other oldtimers were was toastmasier. Other speakers were | Jaffe owning a Hirst franchise. | Mills Bros Hopping On 
ited Sunday afternoon (4), in a spe- | Billy, Gould, who, with Joe Verdi. | william Morris, prez; Senator James | Stair's defense was that leasing ° 
cial broadcast over WOR, with mash. | WAS em charge of the benefit; Harlan) J. Walker, Father Martin Fahy, ' agreement called for a 30-day notice | Sou h A ° T 
ting the NVA benefit across. Sev- | Pixon. Joe E. Howard, Miss Juliet, | among many others. iby either side, which plaintiff's | t mercan our 
eral name performers volunteered | 2°™ Patricola, Taylor Holmes, who — ‘counsel denies. According to Hirst. | adliakan 
their services and ticket sales jumped | 2!S° ™-c.’ed, and, in the pit as leader,| Jn London, Jack Hulbert’s revue couple of other tenants in same Mitte & ii -* ‘ 
to the extent thet the house was) D°"ny Roberts, one of two-a-day | opened to fair response. Its title was , building had their leases bought up nan SOR. Seen Stem 8 eer ee 
SRO at curtain time. Standing room | VaU¢e's best known house maestros. /«By the Way, but it should have when Stair decided to raze the spot. Scandinavia, England and Australia, 
was sold at $1 a head, with over 50 | That Roberts hasn't lost the knack | been called the ‘Hulbert Revue.’ He | - | will shove off for a tour of South 
pn ten ’ - aeetion © pee show was well] produced, wrote, starred, danced, Fg ggg ney Pagid pire 
‘ . , emonstrate ere. o . ‘pee ck: 4 a > ‘ 
sae shew wae Soees S.8 fe- James J. Walker was a latecomer. — er ee — — aaeall Paradise Nitery Lists coast from Aussie last week. 
vival of vaudeville by Louis Handin, ...° neidge was also in the cast. : 
'as were Molly Picon and Ella Fitz- } ae On the way east they pick up 
= = _ | gerald, with the result that the final/ warners offered Gloria Swanson a. $137,487 of Its Debts theatre dates. Set for the State- _ 
/curtain didn’t drop till well after year’s contract at $17,500 a week, A - Lake, Chicago, week of Feb. 23. on 
midnight. Up ahead. Harry Hersh-!to, Angeles bank was making the | Rig Seat ry 
‘field, as m.c., Clyde Hager, Bobby | syarantee _ The Paradise Catering Corp., op- ‘ “rl 
| Stack and three singing society debs, ' -erators of the Paradise restaurant No Relief for Girls 
Emery Deutsch’s orch, Phil Regan, /and night club at Broadway and 48th Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 
Helene Denizon, Mary Small, Bobb pst - ‘ : Sapeee -_ 
‘Clark, Molly "Pieon, wine solar, | LEVEY WINS LICENSE sircet, whicn on dan. 22 ated a peti- The city counell here wil ol te 
| Will (and Gladys) Ahern, Warren CASE IN SEATTLE tion of bankruptcy in the N. Y. fed- of ‘14° for night clubs and taverns, sim 
Boden, Estelle Kew, Benny Baker, w eral court, has filed a schedule show-. as requested in petitions gathered by 3 I 
| Lita Grey Chaplin, Balzer Sisters, oS jing assets of $175,510 and liabilities more than 1,000 girls, employed as Jau 
and Bert Nagle kept the show mov- Seattle. Feb. 6, | 0. $137,487. Unsecured claims total markers, who were thrown out of a 
jing at a fast entertainment clip. ek died egies wg "| $85,695 and secured claims $6,.994.| employment when a crusade against ) 
|Mrs. Walker (Betty Compton) also | est case involving employment | Latterly the Paradise was known as| gambling and vice resulted in the | 
took a bow. jagency license fees was_ stricken ‘the Ziegfeld Midnight Frolics | <olosi ‘ sae Jac 
| from the calendar by the court when | : $8153 are divi one uy  yeeecine. Bar 
L ; Wage claims of $8,153 are divided Aldermen contended they lacked Les 
en Mantell, local manager for Bert | among 106 individuals. The largest | po t t—th sti aw would Dea 
° Levey offices, was tried on charge | gia “ of PE erga Be tenes at a state law wou Hor 
Chi State-Lake Books of operating a theatrical booking bbe ee Sy SP SES One vod be necessary—and they tabled the 
| e, | office a license oo os yee yee ee hoo petitions. NT 
: i 7 and over are by red ack, $230; 1 
| Ath A. B. Marcus Unit His attorney, Bernard Reiter, ar- | Samuel Feldheim, $120; Oliver Cur- | cone . 
| fance does not cover booking offices, | is, $109; Robin Harris, $169; Mike 8 
Chicago, Feb. 6. |The city council is now expected pring Bec aaouls saree, tate WANT to buy vaude- Pav 
aS Alois Birzy, $112; Bernard Sozzi, M 
| State-Lake has another A. B. Mar-|to draft a new ordinance, or an $106: Albert Berryman, the head- : - - er 
cus unit, ‘Night at the Moulin Rouge,’ amendment, which will include stage | waiter, $184; Jack Durant. $384; Her- | ville comedy skits which 
(Photo by Partington, Jr. (| PO0Ked to open this Friday (9). booking offices. _man Hyde, $299, latter two featured 
Roxy Theatre, New York) beagles age tgghen ong show for in the last show. Taxes total $44,797, played the Palace, New 
| this Ss 5. : ; with the U. S. owed $13,342, the 
Each Marcus show has broken the Susan Palmer Opening State of N. Y. owed $10,650, and N. Y. York. Do not send ma- —_ 
boxoffice record of the os Former 7-11 Club, N. Y.. City. $12,650. NE 
| Marcus unit, the last one having > ee: acs Oar a ae ° 
- | jumped the State-Lake gross to an| Mrs. Susan Palmer, who operates scenic” stulion @a81; ‘Gis terial; send name of va 
extraordinary $23,000. a restaurant bearing her name in the Kenny Studios, $286; Brooks Costume ’ 
nee Rockefeller Center sector, is reopen- |, $4,150; ASCAP, $3,594: the 1619 sketch to Box 141, 
and 9 ‘ jing the former 7-11 (Sth avenue) Realty. Corp., $21,243: Movietone P Glo 
Lynch’s Philly Show = | Club, N. Y., as Chez Harry, named | News, $75; Professional Music Men. Variety, New York. a 
: j j}after Harry Hartwell, continental a Payer ’ 
Philadelphia, Feb. 6. | singer, in private life Baron Harold Se MACROS -Sbyerlising agency. he 
HEADLINING Gracie Barrie will head the new| Oppenheim of Germany. D | $1,183; Seymour Felix, the stager of | oa 
ROXY, NEW YORK show that wili open at Jack Lynch's | Nordstrom PIO ty emis on ithe show, $2,000; Harold Adamson, | ca 
? on Lincoln's Birthday (12), be co-attraction. Preem slated for | ee”: $708; Columbia Artist An 
HELD OVER 2ND WEEK]! _ Others on the bill will be Cardini, | tomorrow (Thursday), | Bureau, $105; Richard & Hassen En-/]/ Best Coffee in England 
Earl and Josephine Leach, Grace | Polley will he cane vm shins: tes the terprises, Inc., $1,024; Musicians lo- 
(Weeks Feb. 2 and 9) and Nikko, and Jack Waldron, h.o.| riba Bleu jo . - . oar” in Ee cal, $802.75; Nicholas Blair, $7,787; UALITY INN 
‘as m.c. rele yle of intime diver- | milton Adler, $11,641, the latter two Q 
, i of the Paradise. Furniture, Leicester Square 
{fixtures and stock are valued at NI 
$175,000. | LONDON, WEST-END ; 
‘The THEATRE of the STARS Saranac Lake | wat a 
: Z| 
A By Happy Benway 
of | Saranac, Feb. 6. | 
| Daniel P. Kennedy, who ozones 


here and is a _ brother of Rep. 
Michael J. Kennedy, is now an Elk. 
Jack Edwards has conquered a lot 
of bedding and operations. 
Frank (‘Rusty’) Williams, bur- 
lesque and tab comedian who cured 


Worry) at Haybrook, Vets hospital at Tup- | 


Lake and h “uns 1 
[stand in Cincinnati, | NOW PLAYING CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
: : | A card from ‘Doc’ Baker, just re- 


c OPENING 
; | ceived, says: ‘Just bef Christmas | 
GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES ‘I went to see ‘Gone With the Wind. | ioe, aw 1: ee 


HUDSON WONDERS 


RAY and GERALDINE 











'The show just let out, so greetings | Thanks to MILES INGALLS—MCA 
|to you and gang.’ | 

W. J. Callahan, who recently passed | 
away, was the contractor and build- | 
er of the NVA sanatorium, now Will 
Rogers hospital. 

Three top night spots shuttered, , 
Floridel, Durgins and Burks. Sub- | 
zero weather cut down the b.o. 

Maxine Miller and Harriet Emer- | 
son, Rogersites, both took the. 
Frenic ‘Nerve’ op successfully from | 
Dr. Wariner Woodruff. 

Thanks to Gene and Glenn for : 
dedicating ‘We Met Each Other in CHAS. ‘ 


a Dream’ to this Actors Colony. The FENWICK and COOK 


writer, Eddie ‘Will Rogers’ Dowd, is 
all hopped up over it. 

Now CHICAGO, Chicago 
SHILLING 


| 














LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Biyant 9-7800 





JACK MARSHALL 


ALL AMERICAN LAFF-BACK 
Currently CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
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H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





After about two years of that bed 

|routine, Bede Fiddler got okay to 

take meals downstairs twice a week. 
Write to those who are ill. 











GRAHA™ 
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East. Rep.: WM. West. Kep.: DANNY 
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| Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (February 9) 
THIS WEEK (February 2) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 











Loew 











WASHINGTON 


TY 
NEW YORK Cl Capitol (9) 


State (8) Rhythm Rockets 
Herzogs 3 Sailors 
Stadlers 
Dee ee erapeon John Nichols 
Chester Morris Melissa Mason 


Donatella Bros & CC! Gordon Co 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY BUFFALO 


Buffalo (9) 
Paramount (7) Martha Ra e Co 
Matty Malneck Orc CHICAGO 


Chicago (9) 
Gertrude Niessen 
Calgary Bros 
Gautier Co 


Van Alexander Ore 
Cass Daley 
Frank Paris 
Roberts & Douglas 


eee 














MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 
Opening Feb. 8th 


AUDREY CORLEY 


Placed by 
MARK J. LEDDY 


RADIO CITY 





























eerste: 
BOSTON (2) 
Keith (8-11) Johnny Davie Ore 
‘ 3 Arnolds 
Piisc’ Debs Re ver ly Roberts 
Gaudsmith Bros Lewis & Van 
Patricia’. Norman Coen ae 


Lew Parker Co 
CINCINNATI 
Shuberts (9) 

Jack Gwynne Co 

Barr & Estes 

Lester Cole Co 

Dead End Kids 


Colonial (9) 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Bob Dupont 
Jean Blanche 

(2) 


Jack Gwynne Co 


Honey " Barr & Estes 
” Lesier Cole Co 
NTG Rev Dead End Kids 
CLEVELAND Honey Fam 
Palace (3) PROVIDENCE 
Kay Katya & Kay Albee (2) 
JI& J McKenna Martha Raye Co 


SYRACUSE 
Strand (9) 
Ted Lewis Orc 


Peters Sis 
Paul Gerrits 
Merrill Miller 








Warner 








WASHINGTON 
Earle (9) 
Red Skelton 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
Gregory & Raymond 
Betty Bruce 
Gae Foster Gls 
Carole Manners 
(2) 
Red Skelton 
Gae Foster Gls 
Helene Faye 


Strand (0) 
Paul Whiteman Orc | 

PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (9) 


Benny Goodman Or: 
Gloria Day 
Gene Sheldon 


NEW YORK CITY 


(2 
5 Elgins 
Cappa Barra Ens 





Eddie White Paul Kirkland Co 
4 Franks Verna Dette 
Andy Devine Co Del Rios 





Independent 











NEW YORK CITY 
Century (9-11) 
Al Cooper Orc 
Music Hall (8) 
Jan Peerce 


Rimacs 

Conga Dancers 

Senator Murphy 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (0-11) 








Don Cummings 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Square (8-10) 

3 Byrne Sis 
3 Bishop Bros - 
Ballard & Rae 


Fields & Georgie 
TORONTO 
Shea's (12) 

Cliff Edwards 

Nan Raye 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant’s 
Ann Palmer 
[rene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carter & Bowie 


Beachcomber 


Matty Malneck Ore 
Stefani Orc 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Don Syivio Ore 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Lynn & Marianne 
Ann Sutherland 
Billy Cascade 
Loretta Lane 
Patricia Williams 
Freda Sullivan 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Will Oakland 
Charles Strickland 
Rudy Madison 
Ethel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Stephen Isles 
Bernie Graver 


Cafe Society 
Joe Sullivan Ore 


Chez Harry 


Harold Oppenheim 
Dagmar Nordstrom 
Club 18 

Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Floria Vestoft 
Frankie Hyers 
Beale St Boys 
Jackie Gleason 
Barbara Long 
Jimmy Brewster 
G Andrews Orc 


Club Gaucho 


Los Argentinos 
Los Caballeros 
Marie del Carmen 
Rolande Paucel 
Ramon & Luis 
Mona Lisa 
Cotton Club 
Louis Armstrong O 
Alan & Anise 
Bobby Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Maxine Sullivan 
Avis Andrews 
Princess Vanessa 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Orc 
Fritzi Scheff 
Beatrice Kay 
Claire Scott 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 
Hugo Mariani Orc 
Soledad Miralles 
Dorita & Valero 
La Gitanilla 
Maria Lopez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Famous Door 
Duke Daly Ore 
Kay Thompson 
52nd St. Tony’s 
Splvy 
Elsie Houston 
John Sebastian 
Tony Soma 


Hotel Lexington 


Lani McIntire Orch 
Honolulu Maids 


Hotel Lincoln 


Charley Barnet Or 
Mary Ann McCall 


Hotel MeAlpin 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Paul Sydell 

Estelle & Leroy 
Everett West 
Eileen O'Connor 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glenn Miller Ore 


Hotel Purk Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Ann Kiess 

Mara & Marilynne 

Adams & Cora 


Hotel Plaza 
Henry King Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Olga Baclanova 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Frankie Masters Or 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Russell Swann 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Juan Makula Ore 
Martha Errolle 
Fawn & Jordan 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Iridium Room) 


Chas Baum Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 

B & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 
Berniece Stewart ¢ 
Lucille La Marr 
Thekla Horn 
Norah Gale 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Taft 

Enoch Light Ore 

Pegey Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Everett Hoag!iand O 
Giovanni 
Frakson 
(Sert Room) 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Kit Kat Club 


Connie McLean Orc 
Sister Tharpe 
Conway & Parks 
Pearl Baines 
Flash & Dush 
Velma Middleton 
3 Jones Koys 
Bob Parrish 
Ida James 
Bessie Dudley 
Alma Turner 
La Conga 

Carlos Molina Ore 
Drigo Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz 
Aida Alvarez 
Elia & Elio 
Lolita Cordoba 
Velero Sis 

La Martinique 
Pancho Ore 
Corinna Mura 


VARIETY 

















Una Wyte 

Bob Neller 

Georgie Tapps 

Ruesian Kretchma 

Gypsy Rita 

Tania 

Simeon Karavaeff 

Nadia Mirova 

Nastia Poliakova 

Michel Michon 

Mischa Usdonov 

Volodia Katov Ore 

Shalimar 

(Newark, N. J.) 


Erwin Kent Ore 
Maya Rhumba Bd 
Billy Mann 
Jules Endler 
Carol Bruce 
Nite-Wits 
Juanita Rios 
4 Toppers 
Vivian Blaine 
Del Rio Dancers 
Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 
Jules Alberti Ore 
4 Debutantes 
Mildred Tanner 
Tap-A-Rhythms 
Doris Moore 


Beverly Wilshire 
Ray Noble Ore 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 

Biltmore Bow) 
Joaquin Garay 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Jimmy Castle 
Sunny O'Dea 
Peggy Taylor Trio 
Fred Scott 
irey & Kathleen 
s se 
Alfredo Rhumba Bd 
Dorothy Brandon 

Cafe La Maze 
Hal Chanslor Ore 


Club Bali 
Robert Bard 
Georgia Trio 

Cocoanut Grove 


Horace Heidt Ore 
and Entertainers 


Earl Carroll 
Bob Bromley 
Bob Williams 
Red Dust 
Ruft Davis 
| Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl 
Juvelys 
| Talking Auto 
Hubert Castle 
Sterner Sis 
Bill Brady 
Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Sally Rand & Her 
40 Entertainers 
Billy McDonald Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 
Odette Myrtle 
Joe Frisco 
Grace Hayes 
Charlie Fay 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Jeffrey Gill 
Johnny Black Ore 
| Hawatian - Paradise 
| T.uana Woods 
|} Sam Koki Ore 
La Conga 
| Lloyd Pantages 
The Costellos 
Kalie Bros Ore 
Phillip Lopez Ore 
Onyx Club 
Maybell Moore 





Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

H MccCreery Ore 

Don & Audrey LeM 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Wainut Rec n) 
Hadiey Gls 
Geraldine Ross 
Joey Reardon 
Hioward Brooks 
Art Kassel Ore 


Blackhawk 
Joe Sanders Ore 
Adrienne 
Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 
Californians Ore 
Jeannette 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 
Florence Schuman 
Cecile Pittman 
Hill & Frederck 








Natalie Gilbert 
Gloria Dawn 


Btork Club 


Charlie Murray Ore 
Monchite Ore 
Tony Pastor’s 
Mario Merin Ore 
Larry McMahon 
Pat Rossi 
Gail 2 
Betty Brooks 
Judy Roberts 
Versailles 
Charles Reader Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Carmen Miranda 
Sergio de Karlo 
Village Barn 
Eric Correa Orc 
Red River Dave 
Sons’ Purple Sage 
Brantley & Linda 
Helaine Mae 
Dell O'Dell 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Marcella Claire 
Eileen Mercedes 
Barbara Johnson 





Barbara McDonald 


LOS ANGELES 


Jonah Jones 
Jackie Williams 
Stuff Smith Orc 


It Cafe 


Arvine Dale 
Joe Moshay Orc 


Paris Inn 


Loyce Graham . 
Hugo & Tyra 
George & Nanette 
Dominic 

Marg'rite & M'rtinez 
Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 


Sardi’s 


Del Porter and His 
Feather Merchants 


Seven Scas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk flaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 


Slapsy Maxie’s 
Reis Bros 
Loraine de Woods 
Great Revel 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Sid Tomack & RB 
Jerry Brandow 
Moore & Lewis 
Red Stanley Orc 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Orc 

Swanne Inn 
Art Tatum 
Charlie Evans 

Topsy’s 
G’ndfathers Follies 
M Marcellino Orc 
Victor Hugo 
Jimmy Grier Ore 
White Elephant 


3 High Hatters 
Annabelle 

Jessie Cryor 
Ruby Logan 
Lou Crawford 
Doug Finnis Ore 


Wilshire Bowl 


Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Orc 








Ruth Robin 


CHICAGO 


Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 

6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willfe 
Charice Isom 
Peritalic Gls 

Red Saunders Orc 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
(Casjno) 
Ted Fio Rita Orc 
Pat Travers 
Vicki Allen 
Carol King 
Tito Carol 
Marc Ballero 


Drake Hotel 


(Gold Coast Room) | 


Pinky Tomlin Ore 
Bernice Stone 
Stroud Twins 
Maurice & Maryee 


-Frankte 


Harry’s New York 
Raiph Cook 
Florenza 
Dimitri & Frances 
Louise Shannon 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gls 

Hi Hat 
Willie Shore 
Gus Van 
Mary Lane 
Kretlow Gis 
Alphonse Berg 
Jimmy Cassidy Ore 


Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Nay Recker 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Little J Little Ore 
Kathleen Quinn 
Liberty Inn 
Pinky Tracy 
Roma 
Valerie 
Mary Davies 
John Howard 
Georgia LeReau 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Limehouse 
Van Toffs Ore 
McLaughlin's 
Lou Reynolds 
Stan Rittoff Ore 
Millstones 
Frank Donia 
June Harlin 
Jack Roland Ore 
Kdna Riley 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
June St Claire 
Old Heidelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Murray Octeitt 
Raonl Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Herbie Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Orin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie G Baker 
Glover & T.a Mae 
Howard Nichols 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 

Jaros Sis 


Arcadia 
Johnny Carlin Ore 
Dot Landy 


Warner & Valerie 
Airway Duo 


Benny the Bum 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Speck & Spot 
Marie Austin 
Frances-Alice Gls 
Bob Mack 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Jose Mora Band 


Burgundy Rm 
(Hotel Bellevue- 
Strafford) 

Cliff Hal) 
Gloria Vanderbilt 


Cadillac Tavern 


Lillian Chapman 
Bette Hendriques 
Adrienne Gordon 
Audrey Joyce 
Carmen DPuvalion 
Freddie Shear Orc 
Birns & Burnachi 
Jack Newlon 
Bonnie Stewart 
Billy Haves Ore 
Doris O'Shea 
Buck & Bubbles 
Eddie Thomas 
Kippy Velez 
Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pet Procelli 
Nikki Nikolal 
Betty Williams 
Scnluth 
Wait Temple Ore 
Club 15 
Delinar Richards 
Marilyn Miller 
Evelyn Bradley 
Ad & Lib 
Lucille Lane 








Sandy McPherson 


ooo Oe Se 





(Dom 


ie) 
James Hamilton 


| Empire Boys 


Jerry Glidden 
(Panther Room) 


Connie Haines 
Tommy Wilson 
Jimmy -Dorsey Ore 
Fats Waller Ore 
Mardoni 

Roberts & White 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Wally Rand 

Betty Saxon 

Hal & Judy Stewart 
Jessie Rosella 
Lila Murry 

Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Connie Fanslav 
Kay Norre 

Carol Lord 

Alyse Serf 
Dagmar 

Jackson & Nedra 
Carrie Finnelle 
Ann Valentine 
Taylor & Allen 
Roots Burns 
Joan Wovds 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Griff Williams Ore 

Buddy Marino 
Suzie ‘Q’ 

Yvonne Nova 

Thelma Marlin 

Texas Lee 

Jerry Gerard 

Red Wilson Ore 


Swingland 


Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 

Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gls 


Thompson's 6 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
4 Sharps Ore 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharon 
Muriel Joseph 
Rae Collins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Genevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 
Tower Inn 
Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
Fiti Decca 
Leonard 2 
Bob O Let Gls 
3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 
Yar 
Doriss Wittich Ore 
Janina LaBoda 
Claudia Coralli 





PHILADELPHIA 


Johnny Parrish 
Billy Maples 
lala & Andre 
Renee Villon 
Michael Adamor 
Magoli Torres 
Louis Torres 
Sidney Day 
Aileen Cunningham 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Nikke Nikol 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Dorothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Blanco Ore 


Evergreen Casino 


Maureen & Nova 
Kay Allen 
Monty Wolf 
Countess Monoff 
Mildred King 
Ruth Heiselman 
Leone Leslie 
Helen Chuckles 
Vee Ames Gls 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
Madelyn Wallace 
Millie Jestrah 


1523 Locust 


Fthelind Terry 
Bunbles Shelby 
Music Hall Gis 
Gloria Ray 
sernice Berg 
Frances Lenox 
Elaine Black 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Or 
Peggy McCloud 
Ted & Al Lane 
Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 


Pete Foster 
Lang Thompson Or 
Pegey Nolan 














Lyda Sue 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamarr 
Mona Reed 

Toy & Wing 
Betty Ann Shor 
Helene Heath 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jimmy Blake 


Jam Session 
Billy Kreshmer O 
Freddie Komfield 
Billy Banks 
Jim Thorpe 


Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. J.) 

Page & Cody 

Garvay 

Dottie Small 

Johnny Kraus Ore 


Latimer Club 
Mary Lee 
Joan MacFarland 
Beverly Fisher 
Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 
Billy Lee 
Joseph Hayea Ore 


Lexington Casine 
Lee Rogers 

Artie Cashie & Mike 
Clarkson Sis 
Charlie Gaines Orc 
Frank Hall 

Eadie Lang 

Lex Trio 

Marie Jovinelli 


Lido Venice 


4 Glamour Gls 
Frankie Schluth 
Marcellus 3 

Sunny Mason 

Lido Venetians 
Laura Crane 
Murphy & Yvonne 


Manoa Inn 
Bob Ridley 
Barney & Lonjue 
Norma Faye 
Phyllis La Rue 
Shirley Page 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Dianni Rochelle 
Edythe Sallade 
Dee Doree 
Shandor & Margo 


New Leader Cafe 


Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Davie Steiner 
Detty Moore 
Rose Gillen 
Pegey LaMarr 
Open Door 
Jean O'Neil 
Andy Russell 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Dortie Brennan 
La Shons 
Jimmie Rossi 
Buck Calhoun 
Don Anton Orc 
Patumbo’s 
Cosmos & Lolita 
Lindsley Sis 
Gotham Gls 
Estelle Sloan 
Birdie Batchen 
Cardello 
Keller Twins 
Johnny Leary 
Pat Rooney 
Marie Latell 
Joe Smyth 
Philadelphian Room 
Don Renaldo Bd 
Kellette & Deanne 
Buddy Thomas 
Billie Kenny 
Rusty Chapelll 
Lee Kuhn Orc 
Martha Perry 
John Elliott 
6 Frolicettes 
Purple Derby 
Bella Belmont 
Ann White 
Marty Burke Orc 
Lillian Russell 
Norton & Norton 
Kay & Jay 
Betty Mealy 
Miss Gormley 
Ann Hazel 
Jean Lamarr 


Andy’s 
Irving Jacobs 
King & Kitty 
Abel Marbuto 
Joan Latoure 
Ken Green Ore 

Club Candee 


Howard Mann 

Len Fries 

Liso Sis 

Toby Wynne 

Olga Wynne 

Ardis Mae 
Sherman Bros & T 


Club Miami 


— 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Red Lion Ina 


Day Sis 
Ed Chambers Ore 
Kitty Smith 
Jack Griffin 
Sansom House 
Richard Bach 
Jove Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Alfonso Chavez Or 
Murray Wood 
Leo Watson 
Rhythm Spirits 
Spatola’s 
Nino Nani 
Jane Greer 
Hal Hoffer 


Stork Club 


Yvonettes 
Barry Prince & C 
June Burnett 
Diggs & Joy 
Kathleen May 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Alan Gale 

Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Darlene Jones 
Lonie Williams 
Pops & Louis 
Peggy Shields 
Jack & Johnny 
Music Hall Gls 
4 Chester Doherty @ 
Betty Mann 
Joe Armstrong 


Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Ore 
George Reed 
Edward & Angela 
Eleanora 
20th Century 
Cliit Conrad 
16 Yvonettes 
Shannon & Mein 
Billie Elton 
Hal Thompson Ore 
Midgie Fellows 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Venice Grille 
Pete Hayes 
Nora Williams 
Monte Carlo Singers 
Franchon & Camille 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Lillian Ramsey 
Joe Reilly 
Viking Cafe 
Wayne & Kenyon 
Betty McKee 
Hazel Williams 
Don Marshal 
Ruth Marshal 
Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Grace O'Hara 
Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Weher’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Jack Moss 
Andre & Francis 
Lilli Santen 
3 St John Bros 
Elmer Seltver 
Ilse Hart 
Bruders Alpine 
Rudy Bruder 
Syd Golden 
Pat Sullivan 
Raths’r Eldoradtane 
Margo Sis 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough, m.e. 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas ‘lommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 
Yacht Club 
Wharton Sis 
Helen Doyle 
Bob Karee 
Mary Ramsey 
Kay Carlton 
Roger Paicerson OF 


Tr 


SYRACUSE 


Eileen Delray 
Jerry Spencer 
Velma White 
Greenwich Village 
Kearns & Arlen 
Francyne Gordon 
Ceil Charles 
Kay Costello 
Anton Cotton Ore 
*K’s’ 
Clarence Marcely 
Rayburn Twine 
June Day 
Wilmers Ore 
Prison Inn 


Ed Jardon 


ads & bs tnd ws: boat * 4 SYS = SPE 





























y iV ‘ry Delmar Ore’ | Chuck Eton , Sally Warr 
Mary Adan “at : Bind Greenwich Village | Vernons Jerry | ¢ c Larry Layton Sally Warren 
dean Fs a Feng Aly Rear eg Casino George Church Broaamont Edgewater Beach College Inn | ‘Foo’ Martin Gladys Blaine Peggy Sullivan 
Duci Kerekjato neve Heed Co Geo Renard Ore Reina Mora | Lydia Harris Hotel Senin Kee Gay 90's Stella Phillips Billy Pelley 
De Angelo & Porter | Kunuaway 4 Tom Hardy Larue Dot Carlson Gis (Beach Walk) | Klaiss Trio } = 
Pockettes 'q1 to fill) Jean Lewis Eddie Davia Ore Paul Burkette Ted Weems Orc Estelle DuPree Chie Williams Ore DETROIT 
Corps de Ballet FREEPORT Linda March Joseph Smith Ore | loss & Lyman Marvel Maxwell liKrancis Carroll Blackie Johnson 
Erno Rapee Symph| Freeport (8-11) | Denise Le Coq RK ao he Eimo Tanner |Peter & Marie Black Eyed Peas Book-Cadillac Hotel | Orlando 
Roxy (9) | Borden 4 Havana-Madrid Coq Kouge | Jane Moran Perry Como | ‘Tom McGowan Holmes & Henry (Book Casino) Elien Kay 
St Clair & Day | Ane St George 3 N Sateen Ore Nicki Raymond Orc | Herb Rudolphs Orc | Rea Ingle Viola Klaiss Ore May Joy Dot Franey Dick Haviland 
Mayse & Brach \ Pam Hauke Nano Rodrig Don Marton Ore Chez Paree Enrico & Novello ‘rencen€ Log Cabin | Juanita Johnson Eddie Bratton Ore 
Max ¢ |= Juanito Sanabria Or | yrarie Spalding | — eenem Ghe Crescen 4 Vernon Guy Buddy Lewis 
P 0 | Frank Conville Rosita Rios Tisdal 4% | Gertrude Neisen i smith Gl | (Gloucester Hghts, Sammy Jarvis Club Frontenae 
ae Ash Ore (1 to fill) Arturo Cortes iscale ‘ | Paul Draper sere . — 24 N. J. Gruber’s Hof sdrav!| Edith Dustman 1 
See nee (8) JAMAICA Estela & Papo Leon & Eddie's | Romo Vincent el oote Sea tent Gee Sabie Bande Jack Meyers Ore eset _Toraes 
Jack Due, CS | Carlton (8-11) | Tapia & Maclovia | Eddie Davis | kay Katya & Kay 885 Club | June Eldridge Mann & Videll Iceolettes oo se 
Urant | Dead End hids Hickory House Ramona Ore | Lou breeze Ore Paul Rossini | Starke & Dorne Nadine “ia © 
Dors ory Piscak Gia j Ba Bobbie Bell 
ey | Milt Herth 3 Virginia Valley ; ’ Johnny Howard ‘yl Walke Monya Alb (Motor Bar) 
Terry Howard ¢ | es Mike Riley Ore & ; Club Alabam y | Beryl a r onya a Francis David 
Tj ara Co Ann Dupont Ore . AB A Donald Burr F : : Houston & Harden ico’ Gruber Hof Brau O| Eddie Fritz Ore 4 4 ath 
Ptap & Toe | Ch Fredericks Co | DeLloyd McKay White & Manning | Rio & Rita Nino Rinalki Ore | _Delmonico’s Marie ie 4 el batcenteg 
FRgOK LYN | Judy Ellington Hote) Ambassador | Eleanor Wood Bovey Aatvgy Franke’s Casino | © Barrymore Colt ee Bowery a 
men (5) | MEMPHIS (Trianon Room) | Billie & B BKurneil | e | Danny White enri’s Lowe, Hite & Stan ne 
i , | y & i | Sti neumiacs ‘ : ; 
jeer Fields Ore | _ Orpheum (8) Ramon Ramos Ore | Flash & Sunda aocnnee 2 monte | roc 10 Salve Florence Hellman | andre & Frances | Mrs H (Edith) Dahl | Billy) Brit 
ny Downes ;Cab Calloway Ore . . Mary Camp Al Moore Trio R oO’D Toby Lee el Le Koy 
Jerry Cooper PATERSON Marissa Flores Mon Paris | Effie Burton Diane Clifton Serre Flash Al Bi “ed H td “& Ren Dot Kay Ore 
n Rice Majestic (13-15) | D'Angelo & Porter) 7 airy siry Ore | Paullette La Plerre | Ritchies Corday & Triano | Bhnte “ateGee tg po Ng seit 
3 Winter Sis Ann St George 3 Hotel Astor Mary Cohan | sibel iii Helen Fox 2 Jacks Chas Verne's Orc Jitterbugs See 
PL MORE Stewart & Gardn: Dick Kuhn Ore Penthouse | weate Roth Ore ee Milton Kellems wee Hild » Boweryettes a2) fist Waivanios Ore 
Reyer ee (9) 4 Fellows ; Sande Williams Ore | pay) Taubman Pch Maeent Boday Kirby Dutkin’s ebrand’s Johnny King po ; sd 
Paul wi a | Jack MeRride Co H’tel Belmont-Plaza | Eli Spivak | : Dick Conrad Rathskeller Leslie Sis Chas Carlisle Club Imperia 
Belitt ay na Rr | rrr e-48) Basil Fomeen Orc | Sigrid Lassen | oe ee Bob Tinsley Or. Frank Ponti Marte & Therese Benny Resh Ore AD Die take 
tyros 9- j ti . , 2 i : 25 ! aton Sis 
Aldrich Fam Major Bowes Co | Winl Shaw wun Shegante | Alvira Morton Gay 90's jonal We | Fete Stas Blue Lantern | yin Ann 
aretate (8-10) PAWTUCKE’ Bob be soagetad Ernest Franz | Art Fischers Ore Ginger Woods aliria a tame | Lydia White Marsha Norm. Priest 
B. r Jordan Capitol (4-7) Sinclair Twins Arthur Yubert | Del Estes Sid Schapps : Nels Claire Blossom Gis Glamour Gls Margie Mansell 
Noveit Henshaw Co} 3 Byrne Sis Hotel Biltmore Vincent I'e Costa Colony Club De Nova Twins pti sei | Abe Sherr Temple & Marie Se Mates 
Y Steppers |; 3 Bishop Bros iG rey) Ore Bill Farrell i Toby Lee “f J ‘ | Maurice Belmont Lee Walters Orc Billy Hayes 
CAMDEN | Ballard & Rae Ac cg M Hecneieged 9d Jessie Garwood bin le oda | Bobby Lee Ore Nub Brown Ore 
Towers (9) Fields & Ge rate pesreen ae enen ety | Edna Sedgwick Bob Danders Jr Or | ene Ray Hildebrand 3 Commodore Club | *" ; 
Robb.ns Bros & M PHI ADELPE | 4 ag Joe Ellis Ore | Caesar & Rosita Graemere Hotel | De Mayos_ } Stroud Twins London Chop House 
Resnor Knight Fay's (8) | or nldeed Tem Barry | Navier Cugat Or (Glass House Km) Joan Barrie : | Hotel Adelphia 6 Commodorettes Jimmy Blue Ore 
Nice ets & White | tetrees | Sites ‘sie a ep een Colostmos Toasty Paul Orc Irving Brasiow Ore, (Hawaiian Roof: Bee Sarche ‘Swine GQuartette’ 
Keaton & Ary field | Joe Rardin Hotel Bossert Wssus habe Jack Prince Patricia Thomas ” — Al Visser, Ove Listy laneieet Soa teeen 
 Lenetsan Gis | Sed Dosen (Brooklyn) Ruth Wallis .? Se aine Se. neh zeek’s | Seaott @aames Gee \Gatice Mantes 
ASTON | Melba ; Eddie Lane Ore Rainbow Grill Eddie White Earl Hines Ore Pat Chandler as Broce ~ Corktown Tavern | °°"e!!! 
Helivatt’s la | 16 Lonergan Gls | Hotel Commodore | Barry Winton Ore | Frank Quatrel! ‘ire Pate ee Perry | cen Randail Jack Waldron Prof El Cota & Co Mayfair 
, Senaae’ bia ls dpe ath , tel | Peaan ale am ho aula Montoys 4 at f, 4 : 
< HARTFORD | I — oo | Sammy Kaye Ore Marlynn & Michael Pronaph Gls | Senahonashers yg sl ey y Vincent Rizzo Ore | Nichols & Haley Art Angel 
rite (9-13) | Capital (8-10) oe ae Rainbow Room = | Club Metisa | Red & Curley Kay Laverly | Sees ere, | Lee cmeeee to) mrnes Seager: 
Vine Rhodes | Anita Loutse | Bie Barre = Eddie LeBaron Orc | Dorise Bradley Grant Page | i tiene | joa — | Renee Hartman Myra Loit 
na & Bud Ebsen | Toy & Wine | Hotel Essex House ‘ris King Ore Ss; Theard Lucille Wilkins J S 30bbie May ° . 
I Del Rice | uade Hontrs Ore | Dick Stabile Ore | Dolores Anderson | Marion Abernathy | Leonard Reed | Geo Clifford ‘Grace & Nikko (Continued on page 41) 





} 
i 
; 
: 
i 


40 VARIETY 


See 
STATE, N. Y. 


Emery Deutsch Orch with Mildred 
raig. Phil Regan, Cynda Glenn, Ann 
rt Bathe & Jack Lord, Lane Bros.; 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


St. Clair & Day, The Briants (2), 
| Maysy & Brach, Max and His Gang, 
'Gae Foster Girls (24), Paul Ash’s 


| 
Italian dialect provides a snappy en-| Paramount, Newark 
core, 

Don Rice m.c.s and delivers a large 
‘load of hokum in his own spot. Newark, N. J., Feb. 2. 
A little light on the gags, but strong| Edmund Lowe with Loretta Den- 


on slapstick, Rice gets his laughs with | nison, Len Manning & Mitzie, Happy 





— 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. 
Andy Devine, Eddie White 4 
| Franks, 5 Elgins, Cappy Barra Har. 


: ’ ; : r unshots, water squirts and im-!| Felton Orch (17), Billy Galbray, | é ’ 
‘The Great Victor Herbert’ (Par). | House Orch; ‘Little Old New York alba espe n under an assortment of! Ken Neeley, Louise Dunn, Lois Lee, | — oonge re GO Maj Adki 
ms | (20th), reviewed in this issue Of jints Best impersonation is that of Joe Fecher House Orch (11); ‘Re- am Bg ; Op Around Cor. 
In introducing the Lane Bros.’ act VARIETY. 'D. : ; 


Emery Deutsch, who doubles as m.c., | 
remarks that ‘here is something of 


believe-it-or-not calibre that should 
interest even Bob Ripley.’ Ripley has 
his Odditorium several blocks far- 
ther up Broadway. The two spots 
aren't competitive in the literal sense 
this week, even though there’s much 
about the State show that might be 
described as curiosa. 


It isn’t to be implied that the 
State’s stage bill has any kinship toa 
sideshow. A curiosity doesn’t neces- | 
sarily have to have the attributes of 
a freak. In the State’s case the 
curiosa have highly — specialized 
talents. | 

Take for instance Cynda Glenn. 
She's good-looking, tall and graced 
with the sort of contours that are 
even fashionable today. And she’s a 
versatile entertainer. Her mimicry 
of film stars, cafe society lushes and 
French diseuses is so broadly and 
penetratingly drawn that the cus- 
tomers just rock with laughter. 
When during the course of the last 
named characterization she sprawls 
herself across the top of the piano, 
the spectacle is enough to clinch a 
resounding sendoff. But Miss Glenn 
doesn’t rest upon her laurels as a 
clever and funny mimic. She also 
can do weird contortions with her 
arms, wrists and hands, and of this 
curious endowment she fashions her 
closing routine. 
but they go for it in a big way. 

Then there’s Ann Pritchard and. 
Jack Lord. He’s essentially a tap 


dancer while his blonde partner has | stage. 

| routines, two of ‘em waltzes and the Gras.’ } } 
ting to an exceptionally high level | other a rhumba, is pretty near flaw- in clown and dancing-girl costumes 
of grace and precision. Tap dancing | less. ] 
is related to rhythm and pirouetting grounding, via the line and four song name. 
is associated with the ballet, and so, and dance boys, plus a nice scenic | 
the team offers that curious merger , effect. 


developed the technique of pirouet- 


of hardshoe rhythm and ballet. It’s 


different, smartly routined and looks Only 39 minutes, due to the length of and uke at the mike, but more than 
well, and the payees like it im-|the screen feature. B 
jlast performance Friday 
Deutsch himself may be cited as quite good. 


mensely. 


the third case in this study. To! 
American radio listeners Deutsch | 
has been known for years as about 
the country’s best interpreter of 
gypsy melodies. His programs on 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
rated way up in popularity for a long | 
time. But his violin when applied to | 
gypsy melodies didn’t get him a com- | 
mercial; nor could he appreciably | 
capitalize on this gift in concert, | 
hotel or other engagements. So 
about two years ago he organized a 
jazz band. | 

Deutsch is a hardworking, re- | 
sourceful maestro before a jazz or- | 
chestra. His are sound and solid in- | 
terpretations of the modern dance | 
idiom, but here comes the rub. At | 
the State they listen to his rug-cut- | 


ting rhythms but with no especially | 
enthusiastic response. But once he | 
puts aside his stick and takes up his | 
violin to go back to his gypsy melo- | 
dies the reaction of the audience is | 
amazingly different. From then on | 
everything he plays or says brings | 
applause and that quickening sense | 
of thorough enjoyment. Deutsch’s | 
relapse in his old role lasts about 10 | 
minutes. He regales 
‘Gypsy Fantasy,’ ‘When A 
Makes His Violin Cry’ and ‘Play, 


Fiddle Play,’ and his personal per- } Please’ 


formance proves the top mark of the 
entire show's runoff. 

There's nothing of the curious 
about Phil Regan. He’s just a hand- 
some broth of a lad who some 


years ago gave up his job on the) 


Brooklyn police force to become a 
sustaining vocalist on CBS. Since 
then he’s even been in pictures and 
more recently in musical comedy 
(‘Du Barry Was a Lady). With the 
passing years Regan has gained 
showmanship and a flair for making 


"em feel that despite his rise he’s still | 


one of the boys from the neighbor- 
hood. This comes in good stead at 
the State. 
Irish melodies and verbal schmaltz, 
and they respond with heavy ap- 
plause and calls for encores. 


three times. He carries his own 
pianist, Jack Carroll. 
The Lane Bros. 


Strictly curiosities, follow Pritchard 
and Lord at the fore section of the 
runoff. What they have is essen- 
tially an acrobatic act, but what they 
do is something very different. They 


Speaking of miracles, the Roxy is 
' getting away with one in its current 
stage show. On paper it looks like 
‘the horrors to have three novelty 
‘acts in a four-act show, but not only 
‘is the house getting away with this, 
but is playing them one, two three 
for okay results. 

The Briants, male comedy panto 
team, are the first specialty openers 
following a fine precision tap routine 
by the Gae Foster line. This is one 
of the great dumb acts left in the 
vaudeville business, the two hobo- 
characters ringing the bell. 


and the entire routine is based on 


. |member the Night’ (Par.) 
Randall Sisters, next to close, are. 
the featured singers, offering ‘Caro- | 
‘lina in Morning,’ ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Old 
Apple Tree’ and ‘When Pa Courted 
Ma.’ Last two are of the hillbilly 
type, getting a few laughs. Their ace 
number is the swingy ‘Jive.’ ‘ 
Ted Adair and Co. open. Tapping | 
out some exgiting rhythm, Adair is at 
his best as solo hoofer. Ruth Long is 


at the Adams Paramount clicks in 
spite of a script: that creaks with 
cracks more befitting gas-lit burley 
than vaudfilm. Doing capacity biz. 
Informal in speech and immaculate 
in attire, suave film vet launches act 
with explanation there are three 


! 


Edmund Lowe’s current personal ; 


One of. 
"em plays a rubber-limbed drunk | 


| okay in a single tap number, themed 
‘to a blues tune. Chita scores in a 
| Spanish number, pepped up by her 
‘bright personality, cas met playing 
| and ace costuming. All-in-all, a com- 
mendable dance flash. ; 
Best deuce act here in weeks is the 
Carr Bros. in comic risley, in which 


‘they do some sensational tricks. A| 


things he might do: (1) A scene from 
one of his war pix with Sergeant 
Quirk, (2) a bit from one of his gen- 
tleman crook vehicles, or (3) demon- 
strate various techniques employed 
in the pursuit of the elusive female. 
He discards the first proposition on 





ithe premise that people are fed up 


with war, which brought hearty ap- 


It’s sideshowy stuff | 


‘his partner's efforts to keep him 
;from slumping to the floor. 

Maysy and Brach, mixed unicycle 
team, follow the Briants, making it 
two novelties and two dumb acts in 
a row. Their stunts on the one- 
‘wheelers, especially the male's rid- 
‘ing on a small table, are standouts in 
‘their class. Max and His Gang 
| (dogs), with the trainer also danc- 
|ing and tumbling, are the third dumb 
novelty, and also get over easily. This 
act, like the Briants, is one of vaude’s 
' standards, and is dressed up here via 
‘the hoofing of 12 of the Gae Foster 
Girls, 
| Fourth act in the show, and one 
‘of the latter’s best, is the ballroom 


| 


| TOWER, K. C. 


team of St. Clair and Day. They , ‘Days of Jesse James’ (Rep). 


neat fall of the top man from his | Plause opening day (2), and decides 
_partner’s shoulders to the floor is; on the third, in which he is joined 
‘one of their smartest, and the slow! by redheaded Loretta Dennison. 
‘muscle work showing off the strength! Material then resolves into verbal 
‘of the under-man is another high- | leering on a love seat. Lowe's fin- 
light. Betty of the same team offers esse and tongue-in-cheek delivery of 
‘a solo tap in between risley secs'yns. | his lines offset to a satisfactory de- 

Fox. | gree the banal humor which threat- 
ee ne ‘ens to submerge his recognized tal- 
| ents. 

Happily, the personal is backed up 
| by a band that for novelty and ef- 
‘ | fervescence tops anything that has 
| Kansas City, Feb. 3. | hit this town since adoption of vaud- 

The Kidoodlers, Danny & Eddie, film policy by A. A. Adams last fall. 

The Smileys, Donald Hogan, Barney, Happy Felton, fresh from a Ber- 





Grant with Bill Stein & Betty Tiff,’ muda sabbatical and admittedly not: 


Glamour Girls line, House band; among the name band leaders, han- 


| dles a well-trained crew with the en- 


‘scored in the last show at the nearby | 





| thusiasm of a high school sophomore 


He feeds ’em pop tunes, | 


At the | 
show caught Regan had to come back | 


who bill them. | 
selves as ‘Believe It or Not’ and are | 


International Theatre-Restaurant on' Theme of the annual New Orleans. 


Broadway, and repeat on this big celebration is basis for titling this | 


Their execution of three three-quarter hour bill as ‘Mardi 
Girls step out in the opener 


They also get production back- to Ferde Grofe’s composition of that 


Initial standard turn by Danny and 
'Eddie gets over some accomplished 
Show is short this week, running dancing. Two do little with guitar 
Business at the | make up for it by terping. Taking 
(2) was turns, boys contribute an eccentric 
Scho. j|dance, a_ rope-skipping tap that 
\clicks and then top with a pair of | 
|solo taps on rollerskates. ; ; 
LYRIC INDPLS | Only talking about The Smileys is 
’ . done by M. C. Barney Grant in the 
—_——- oak tiga Log act - all in pan- 
; : tomime, wit e couple in circus 
Indianapolis, Feb. 2. clown costumes making much ado 
Tommy Dorsey Orch, Lorraine & about getting the blotto half of the 
Rognan, Winfield & Ford, Frank team to sit in a straight chair. 
Sinatra; ‘My Son is Guilty’ (Col.) Weekly amateur spot is filled by; 
ee Donald Hogan, redhead youngster | 
One of the smoothest brass sections who's long on confidence and gets 
extant wins the plaudits in Tommy |over flock of juve appeal singing 
Dorsey's orch this week in a 68-min-|‘South of Border’ _and ‘Rancho | 
ute bill which leans heavily on brass Grande.’ Line contributes an out- | 
for its appeal. Three trumpets and | of-the ordinary number slinking to | 
four trombones (when Dorsey joins ‘Tarantula.’ Grant is employing | 
in) are given edge over four rhythm some prop telephones to get off his | 
and five-sax sections of the band. |line of gags with Bill Stein, of the 
Jitterbugs in audience got in the| production staff, and Betty Tiff, of 








| groove when band swung ‘Old Black | the line, who chime in as off stage 


Joe’ and ‘Song 
show, and kept giving out later in 
bill when band _ jived ‘Marie,’ ) 
‘Jumpin’ Jive’ and an unidentified | scribes the turn. Foursome began as 
swingaroo. a male song quartet, but have added 

Buddy Rich is given two spots on/a toy department full of props and 
the skins. While a nervous spectator | sound gadgets out of which they did- 
might chew his fingernails down to|dle and doodle a flock of novelty 
the elbow during the skin pounding, | tunes. Toy trumpets and the like are 
youngsters liked it. 


of India’ to open | hecklers. 
a4 Closing spot assigned to the Ki- 


Final line number has 

‘Quiet | als_shaking tambourines to ‘Danc- 
{ing Tambourine.’ 

Title of film, ‘Days of Jesse James,’ 


sticks on a tune labeled 


Frank Sinatra is band’s only vocal | 


| soloist, singing in an easy style to, bit of box office help in this home | 


solid hand, ‘My Prayer,’ ‘Careless,’ 2rea of the outlaw. Quin. 


‘All Things You Are’ and ‘South of | 
Border.’ He is joined by Glee Club! 
on production arrangement of 
‘Marie.’ Quartet. consisting of three | 
'men and a girl. hold down other | 
| vocal assignments. Take the deuce 
spot for ‘Stop It’s Wonderful,’ ‘Span- 


Majestic, San Antonio 





San Antonio, Feb. 3. 
Jane Withers, Collins & Peterson, 


ish Town’ and comedy version of ‘Oh Naitto Troupe (4), Ted Lester, Mann, | 


Dupree & Lee, Ernest Hauser’s 


Quartet also, work on House Orch; ‘High School’ (20th). 


‘Trombone Man.’ in which various 
sections of the orchestra are pitted 
against the title instrument, with 
slinhorn winning. 

Only two acts accompany show. 
Winfield and Ford. colored hoofers. 
are a natural for the swing appeal 
of bill. They do acro taps on a large 
drum. Lorraine and Rognan are 
,also heavy salvo winners. Giving 
| the bill the comedy it needs. they 
get the giggles with body tossing of 


| Johnny.’ 





It’s Jane Withers on the screen 
and on the stage this week in a fast- 


with the SRO sign hung out at the 
opening show, when caught. Show 
has audience asking for more of the 
young star and her supporting cast. 
Miss Withers sings a couple of 
songs, works in nice comedy with 
Collins and Peterson and does sev- 
femme. Rognan contributes a "a! impersonations of Hollywood 
straight tap. Both then do a nice stars. Outstanding are those of 
‘comedy baliroom waltz. Use har- Mickey Rooney and Shirley Temple. 
| monica bit for encore. The Naitto troupe, three girls and 
| Biz light at third show Friday. 3,™an. put on a flashy highwire act 
Ae that keeps the audience in a state 


of tension. 


doodlers. whose title just about de-| 


and gave out| well worked out, but their best piece | 
them with | with the mittslaps when Rich closed | is close as straight quartet on ‘Mexi- 
Gypsy | show with a long session with the |cale Rose. 


moving 60-minute Hollywood revue, | 


and excellent showmanship. 

His opening, introducing the spe- 
cialists and burlesquing Lombardo, 
Vallee, Whiteman, Goodman and 
Wayne King are grade A clowning 
and ditto entertainment. The portly 
maestro rumbles (and rhumbas) all 
over the stage, patting his vocalists 
on the back with neat patter set to 
accompaniment of rhythm section. 

Billy Galbray and Louise Dunn 
solo sweetly, the former leaning to 
Irish ballads and the latter to semi- 
classics, and then combine in ‘Sweet- 
hearts’ for a smash climax in the 
warbling department. Lois Lee 
handles the top tunes, dishing out 
‘Oh, Johnny’ to the satisfaction of all 
concerned, while Ken Neeley works 
in some neat accordion business with 
his rendition of ‘Careless.’ Felton 
also employs a hillbilly quartet, 


| cénscripted from the band personnel, 


in two hilarious numbers. 

Rounding out the show, for which 
Zack Freedman has turned out a 
gratifying set, is Len Manning and 
his trained dog, Mitzie. It’s a stand- 
toa dressed up with some novel 
ricks. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Russ Morgan Orch (16), 


jard & Jack Talley, Fifi D’Orsay, Jack 
Durant. 

| If they paid off on audience en- 
| thusiasm, this bill would be a gold- 
mine. At the last show opening day 
| (1), the audience applauded, yelled 
and whistled for every act and every 
number, demanding repeated en- 
cores and a couple of times stopping 
the show flat. It was enough to give 
anyone shell-shock. 

Russ Morgan’s band, consisting of 
five brasses, four reeds, three violins, 
|Suitar, piano drum and bass fiddle, 
| plus Morgan’s trombone interpola- 
tions, opens and closes the proceed- 
ings and contributes several notable 
numbers, as well as playing the show 
| acceptably. Outfit has a nice style, 
leaning toward Swing and occasion- 
ally breaking into a really hot ses- 
sion. Morgan, who’s built 
Galento, combines expert playing 
with a mildly facetious manner. He 
handles his own announcements sim- 
ply and effectively, but occasionally 
overbuilds an act. 
vocalist with the band. has an en- 
Saging personality and is a passable 
singer. 
| Pe seer click of the acts is the 
| colore oofing comt [ Ti 
|and Toe (New Acts ‘* ie hie ae 
terlude of 
| drawn back for two encores. 


Terr 
| Howard and Jack Talley get Node fu 
from much the same little-girl rou- 
tine Miss Howard has been using in 
| vaude for several years with other 
partners. Turn, though it’s been 


| around for some time, is reviewed 


Carolyn 
Clarke, Tip, Tap & Toe, Terry How- | 


like | 


Carolyn Clarke, | 


Trio have in- | 
assorted taps and are! 


‘Entertainment quotient in this lay. 
out isn’t quite nil, but pretty close 
to it. A slow, dragging show that 
occasionally is all right in individual 
spots but seldom hangs together, and 
winds up leaving an impression of 
complete ennui. 


Sole marquee name is Andy De. 
vine and film comedian is doing him- 
self no good on the in-person circuit, 
Material’s all against him and try as 
he does, Devine can’t make it seem 
like anything more than an excuse 
for getting on and off. Working in 
closing spot, he comes on in ald In- 
dian scout regalia for a few gags in 
one, then moves back in two in front 
of painted drop for a scene from 
‘Geronimo’ (Par) with Ralph Brooks, 
Devine is in the pic. 

As part of the picture, episode igs 
all right but on stage this way, it's 
meaningless and dull. Devine 
shoulders most of conversation, most 
of which is witless and labored, and 
the bit falls flat. At finish, Devine 
steps down near apron again for few 
anecdotes anent Jack Benny and 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ (Par), in 
which rotund actor also appears, and 
while they’re more like it, by that 
time it’s too late. 


Eddie White, who gets around at 
least once a year and is fairly popu- 
lar hereabouts, seems to be staging a 
revival week for his old jokes, going 
way back for most of them. He isn’t 
showing to his best advantage in this 
mediocre setup. Between introduc- 
tions, he also does a couple of songs, 
one of which is a corny thing about 
a Hebe kid brought up in an Irish 
neighborhood. His best is still ‘Sam, 
You Made Pants Too Long,’ which he 
does well and which always goes 
over big locally. 


Opening turn is 5 Elgins, three 
men and two femmes, jugglers of the 
old school. Get some laughs out of 
their tricky hat-passing routine and 
do their stuff with Indian clubs, too, 
but for most part parade seems to 
have passed Elgins by. They’re fol- 
lowed by Cappy Barra harmonica 
ensemble, seven boys in a standard 
piece. They could zip their appear- 
ance up a bit since it’s pretty draggy 
and way below standard set for this 
sort of thing by Borrah Minevitch’s 
gang. 

White does his own specialty at 
this point and then 4 Franks, two 
boys and two girls, come on for their 
familiarly showy session of hoofing, 
comedy acrobatics and instrumental 
specialties. Still a sock act despite 
| Sameness. 
| Max Adkins’ house crew pulls out 
lof pit after overture during newsreel 
|to take over stage duties, but doesn’t 
get a chance to hit out on its own 
from the upper perch. Couple of 
| well-spotted hot band numbers 
| might make whole thing seem a bit 
\less slow but orch confines itself 
; merely to show music. 
| Biz at getaway somewhat off but 
|another severe cold wave may have 
i had something to do with that. 


i Cohen. 
| 





| STATE-LAKE, CHI 





Chicago, Feb. 3. 
Duke Ellington Orch (14) with 
Danny & Edith, Herbie Jeffries, Bill 
| Bailey, Ivy Anderson, Two Zephyrs; 
‘Blondie Brings Up Baby’ (Col). 





Ellington orchestra, always & 
'guarantee of solid music, entertain- 
ment and business, is demonstrating 
\its ability all around, with extra 
i'shows scheduled every day in order 
ito handle the mobs. 
Once inside the house it is easy to 
'see and hear why business 1s 50 
strong, for the Ellington tradition of 
entertainment is kept bright with a 
‘lineup of fine musical numbers and 
bang-up variety talent for genuine 
audience satisfaction. 
When caught Ellington band did 
three numbers that were meat and 
{drink for this audience, which 
| stamped and whistled for more. El- 
lington, as usual, maestros from the 
piano. 
Band scores with ‘Prelude In . 
Sharp Minor,’ St. Louis Blues’ an 
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Kiley. Fens 
¥ Outstanding is the back-! under New Acts. ‘Mood Indigo’ in addition to an open- 


; work with lots of amazing skill | ; , : 
a when they get around to the real | 1 the high wire, by one of the| Fifi D'Orsay also sticks to her| ing medley of Ellington compose 
: core of their turn which is jumping | KEITH’S. BOSTON girls. |established act in the next-to-closing | tunes. Cornetist of the orchestra has 
rope while the understander has his | , Mann. Dupree and Lee, two men spot, bu the turn is badly staged.|a wow session on his own with a 
| TS and a girl, have a classy dance act.| Morgan’s orchestra accompanies | special trumpet solo. 


partner perched either on _ his) ; A 
shoulder or on his feet, with the They combine ballroom steps with 


Oar 





latter stunt performed in prone posi- | 


tion. The team works fast and gar- 
ners a steady drumfire of applause. 
Mildred Craig, Deutsch’s | staff 
vocalist, settles for two numbers and 
gets them over in crack style. 
has verve, a good sense of rhythm 
and fits snugly into the band’s re- 
quirement. Odec. 





Jan Savitt returns to the Lincoln 
hotel. New York, March 22 after his 
initial theatre ard one-night tour of 
six weeks. Charlie Barnet replaces 
him at the Lincoln -for the stretch, 


Boston, Feb. 2. individual specialties to receive nice 


from behind the No. 2 drop, which | 


For the variety there is surefire 


She | 


Ted Adair & Co., with Chita & 
Ruth Long, Carr Bros. & Betty (3), 
' Don Rice, Randall Sisters (3), Slim 
ar & Co. (3), Larry Flint House 
; Orch. 





1 

| Slim Timblin’s on the road again, 

| back in vaude, appearing here in his 
well-known darky preacher's act for | 
the first time since he headed a road 

company of ‘Tobacco Road.’ Closing 

the best five-act bill seen here in/| 
weeks, Timblin clicks heavily, as 

usual, as he skirts and dives into the 

double entendre themed to biblical 





beginning Friday (9). 


legend. Mock marriage of the colored 
couple who respond in Scoteh andi 


response, 

Different is Ted Lester, who pulls 
from under his opera cape every- 
thing from a violin to a tenor saxo- 
| phone. He plays a 
{through a garden hose and makes 
a flute out of a walking stick. A 
neat novelty. 


Collins and Peterson double as. 


m.¢c.s and come back for a closing 
session of quips. Well received due 
to fact that both are old favorites 
here due to a number of personals 
locally. 

Lending fine support to the show 
is the Ernest Hauser house band, 
which plays from the pit. Andy. 


harmonica | 


jleaves too much stage for a sup- ' stuff, headed by Bill Bailey, who tal- 
/posedly intimate style presentation. | lies sharply with his tap routine an 

Miss D’Orsay’s red gown isn’t too be- | winds up solidly with an impression 
coming, but the informal jacket she of Bill Robinson. More dancing 
wears over it for her ‘Bonjour, Mon- | the opening from Danny and Edith, 
'sieur’ number is better. She still who make a clean-cut appearance 
winds up by going into the audience’! and have a solid bet in their rope- 
_and kissing a guy in the front row. skipping and dancing routine. 

Jack Durant, formerly of Mitchell! For the comedy there are the Two 
-and Durant, is the final act, scoring Zephyrs, who go back somewhat aed 
satisfactorily with an unusual blend their slow motion comedy fight. er 
;of comedy chatter and acrobatics. | this type of stuff is always good with 
'Some of his gags are oldies, but his , colored comedians.” ity 
'familiar business of burlesqued im-| Ivy Anderson sang three nove A 
| personations of Clark Gable, Herbert | tunes and had to speech away Other 
| Marshall and Charles Boyer are ef- | vocalist is Herbie Jeffries, who ~ 
| fective. Only shorts on screen. Hobe. | in for ballads. Gold. 





| 
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Wednesday, February, 7, 1940 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


——— 


cooper Orch (9) with Evelyn 
wih. Four Ink Spots, Baby Hines, 
Foster & Batie, Mae Diggs, Apus 
Brooks, George Wiltshire, Vivian 
Harris, Three Elegants; ‘City in 
Dar 


kness’ (20th). 

with the Four Inkspots providing 
all the marquee magnetism required, 
this Harlem hothouse has clipped the 
nut on the remainder of the show, 
which runs slightly under the usual 
99 minutes. Al Cooper’s Savoy Sul- 
tans double from the pit to the 
poards to provide a somewhat in- 
effective band specialty, but the line- 
up as a whole is pleasant entertain- 
ment on the Lenox avenue standard. 


nkspots were doubling from the 
peramount for the first five days of 
the engagement here, traversing the 
distance from Times square to 125th 
street in an ambulance four times 
daily. Holdover at the Par for a 
third week after the Apollo deal had 
already been set, caused the unusual 
arrangement. 

Harmonizing chromo quartet, at 
home on its old stompin’ grounds, is 
considerably freer in action and side- 
talk than in the awe-inspiring big- 
ness of the Paramount. Numbers 
are pretty much the same as at the 
midtown house, including ‘Unde- 
cided,’ ‘My Prayer’ and ‘If I Didn’t 
Care’ for the encore. ‘Feet’s Too 
Big,’ which they did at the Par, is 
better than ‘Just for a Thrill,’ being 
subbed here. Appearance em- 
phasizes that the dusky four have 
still not acquired an arrangement to 
counterpart ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ which 
catapulted them into a Harlem ap- 

oximation of the U. S. Mint. ‘My 
Prayer,’ with beautiful pipework by 
the extra-tall lad, is the only thing 
that closely phen ‘Care,’ al- 
though there is no pore feo the 
quality of their general performance. 

Cooper’s crew is considerably un- 
dersize for the usual stage band. It 
consists of four rhythm instruments, 
three saxes and a pair of brass. Ar- 
rangements are lacking in smooth- 
ness. Production is lacking, too 
with announcements of numbers be- 
ing entirely unintelligible as sput- 
tered into a side mike by Cooper, 





. who sits in with the band. He toots 


a sax. 


Strongest portion of the orch’s bit 
is chirper Evelyn White, whose neat 
enunciation, resonant tone and pleas- 
ing style are mindful of Ella Fitz- 
gerald. She does only two numbers, 
‘Hello’ and ‘Oh, Johnny,’ latter par- 
ticularly being a click. Couple more 
could be used to take further em- 
phasis off the band, although its 
‘Should I Reveal’ number for the | 
finale is good. 


Opener, as usual, is by the line, 
led by Mae Diggs, this time with the 
gals carrying torches. They make 
two further appearances, the middle 
one being particularly effective. It’s 
to the warbling of ‘April in Rain’ by 
Baby Hines, with the femmes twirl- 
ing umbrellas on a darkened stage 
while the appearance of a downpour 
is projected on them from the booth. 
Its only defect is that the stage is a 
bit too dark to show the gals 
routine sufficiently. Incidentally, 
there’s something of a departure for 





the Apollo in this number as the} 


femmes wear net dresses without 


bras underneath. | 


| 
| 


In the deuce are Foster and Batie, | 


song-and-dance turn. Both lads are 
efficient hoofers and the big, hulk- 


spots of its own as well as playin 
for the weekly show. iis 
Brown has developed into a smart 
and freshing type of gagster. Has a 
unique delivery, combining to excel- 
lent effect neat gagging and some- 


what homespun accenting. Material | 


is good and timing nicely sensed. 
Holds down spot of his own later 
with Annette Ames in bell-ringing 
fashion, 


There’s a fast opening by the Am- 
bassadorettes, rather corny name for 
flashy quartet of femme tumblers 
who work swiftly and surely and set 
fast pace more than ably held by 
Buddy and Vilma Ebsen in the deuce. 


Hoofing duo, recently united after 
going their respective ways, have 
distinct personalities and styles of 
working that send them over strong- 
ly. As currently routined, Buddy, in 
the recently closed ‘Yokel Boy’ mu- 
sical, opens with song and dance of 
‘Banjo on My Knee,’ after which he’s 
joined by his sister for a brace of 
joint terp sessions, good for a cake- 
walking encore. Latter distinctly in 
J groove and responsible for beg- 
off. 


Cobina Wright, Jr., follows. 
to be handicapped by a cold, society 
canary gives out with ‘Mutiny in the 
Nursery,’ a potpouri of Mother Goose 
stuff in swing, and a medley of three 
pops. Session of gagging with Brown 
is nicely handled. 


Taking hold of his spot here, comic 
works well with diminutive partner 
and earns plenty of laughs. Song 
and dance by latter and a fast hoof- 
ing finish built in good style to okay 
returns and a perfect spot for Mor- 
ton Downey, who closes. 


A surefire song salesman, Downey 
takes possession from his entrance 
and in intimate and informal manner 
builds easily, handling a number of 
audience requests. Opens with ‘Are 
You Having Any Fun,’ and on show 
caught did ‘South of Border,’ ‘My 
Prayer,’ ‘Stay in My Arms, Cinde- 
rella,’ and, to his own accompani- 
ment at the piano, took hold of the 
Irish situation with ‘The Only One 
for Me.’ Also did some of his other 
familiars, including ‘Carolina Moon.’ 

Business very good. Burm. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 3. 


Phyllis Colt, Master & Rollins, 
Eight Melody Men. Harry Stevens, 
Nan Rae & Maude Davis, House Line 
(16): ‘Shop Around the Corner.’ 
(M-G). 








House Productionist Gene Ford 
has taken’ collection of vaude 
specialties and whipped them into a 
novel, colorful little revue under 
title of ‘Barn Dance.’ Only team not 
worked into costume befitting at- 
mosphere is eccentric dance pair, 
who are set off better with one gal 
in evening gown and are good 


enough to create their own mood. 
All others are gotten up in farm and 
hillbilly garb. 


Entire show is in full barn setting. 
Opens with 16 linegals and Eight 
Melody Men singing and hoofing 
through swing square dance. Harry 
Stevens m.c.s in role of farmer run- 
ning the shebang and starts doings 
by calling on gingham-clad Phyllis 
Colt to sing ‘Still the Bluebird 


| Sings,’ ‘Answer Is Love’ and encore 


light foot work. Boys appear also | 


in a skit later with Apus Brooks, Kitty Simon, sells it with gestures 


George Wiltshire, regular Apollo 


comic and straight, respectively, and | 


Vivian Harris, another standby foil. 
Following immediately after the Ink- 
spots—routining necessitated by the 
quartet’s doubling—lads have a tough 
time getting the comedy across. 

As an occasion, one ofay turn is 
inserted. the palefaces this time be- 


ing one earns nice guffaws with his | Mee! ee ee ee 


Local femme, known here 
three years ago in night clubs as 


and goes over big. 
Master and Rollins take the spot- 


| light next, man in blue business suit 


and tall lanky gal 
hitting stride in ‘I Am a Chiroprac- 


| tor’s Daughter,’ making most of gal’s 


| double-jointed hoofing, 


1 


males and a maid in a burlesk ball- | 


room terp. Cute blonde takes plenty 
of punishment to earn generous 
handpatter. 


Apollo stage is satisfactorily 
dressed, but production should be 
arranged and equipment provided to 
obviate the necessity of shirt -sleeved 
ed prowling out of the wings to 


bandstand around. Herb. 





HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 
pivlorton Downey, Vilma and Buddy 
= Cobina Wright, Jr., Wally 

Town & Annette Ames, Ambassa- 
Omzites (4), Phil Lampkin House 
ch (14); ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). 








h Rather ambitious layout this week, 
baer on the name angle than usual 
oo obviously framed to bolster ac- 
Spinney ing screen fare, ‘Mexican 
Pitfire’ (RKO). Utilizing a full 55 
aki utes, doings are smartly and 
lfully paced by m.c. Wally Brown 
Biven_a_ solid musical back- 
round by Phil Lampkin’s house orch 
on Stage, 


Brought in from Washington as 


: | lesque. 
ing the Three Elegants. They're two | ye 


and finish 
with surefire Rodgers-Astaire bur- 
Melody Men then _har- 
monize effectively in Stephen Foster 
medley. coming to center footlight 
mike for strong ‘Old Pine Tree’ 


; finish, 


Stevens banjos and talks the house 
into 
munity warbling of ‘South of Bor- 


der,’ ‘Let Me Call You Sweetheart’ 
|and then a succession of pops with 








guest conductor, Lampkin has 


shaped house crew, which numbers 
some 


of n’ instr - 
taliste the town’s best instrumen-| preacher, 


: 7 {nut breaks for clapping, whistling, 
mike or pull the retractible | 


etc. Those who don’t like such were 
bored, but majority had 
time when caught. Gals appear with 
banjos to plunk out simple chords 
and hoof to ‘Old Grey Bonnet,’ 
finishing Stevens’ specialty for him 
with a flourish. 

Nan Rae and Maude Davis, stand- 
ards do their inquiring reporter bit 
to a succession of giggles and guf- 
faws, dopey, mouse-like dame who 
comes up from the audience putting 
’em in stitches particularly with her 
double-talk warbling. Novelty of 
all-feminine patter team plus fact 
that stuff is ultra-clean and filled 
with woman’s angle gags like ‘gar- 
gling with Dutch Cleanser’ strikes 
put right. 

Miss Colt climbs out of old trunk 
at sidestage, clad in burlap bag and 
carrying rag doll, to sing ‘I Wanta Be 
a Hillbilly Bride’ for sock hand. 
Stevens appears for mountaineer 
proposal leading into finale, a 
rhythmic hillbilly wedding complete 
with bridesmaids, ushers and a nut 


» into a well-knit and highly | down smartly. 


effective combo, solid in occasional | 


Biz nice. Craig. 


Said | 


in satin gown | 


surprisingly widespread com- | 


riotous | 


which rings the curtain | 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 











SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Feb. 3. 
Ted Lewis Orch with Radio Aces, 
Dennis Sisters, The Hackers, Marie 
Hollis, Betty Jane Smith, Charles 
‘Snowball’ Whittier, Francis 
‘Muggsy’ Spanier; ‘Shop Around the 
Corner (M-G). 








Ted Lewis is still dishing out the 
same old prana of tingiing show- 
manship, making them like it and 
beg for more. His current revue is 
hetty as its predecessors on enter- 
tainment, while his music and own 
distinctive touches of clowning are 
still incisive and surefire. 


Lewis’ showmanship is plenty evi- 
dent in his opening number, ‘It’s 
Murder,’ in which he tells how and 
what he’s gotten away with through 
the years. The gesture, though be- 
lied by his performance, is a solid 
click. His finale, in which he paro- 


beneficence, is also a_ nifty. 
standout although 
‘Peanut Vendor,’ with 
heavy fave. 


ingly good talent this trip. 


tines contribute materially. 
The Radio Ac?s are still solidly in 


viewed. The Dennis Sisters lend a 
personable trio of femme voices to 
the ensemble and the potent give- 
out of ‘Muggsy’ Spanier’s ragtime 
brass quintet is something to under- 
score, especially for the rug cutters. 
Snowball Whittier is effective as 
ever as the maestro’s black alter-ego. 
Last show opening day clocked 
close to capacity, 
commendatory comment from de- 
parting customers. Burton. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





The Embassy is up against a fre- 
quent experience this week, when 
lack of creditable clips results in a 
| particularly dull program, activated 
by a flock of publicity shots. 
| There are the reels on Max Baer, 
| Tony Galento and Joe Jacobs for in- 
‘stance. True enough, they serve the 
| publicity purposes sought by pro- 
|moter Mike Jacobs, who’s planning 
| to match the pair in a fight whose 
winner is slated to meet Joe Louis. 
However, in bowing to the obviously 
staged—and it’s done none too adroit- 
‘ly, either—Paramount has lost its 
main objective, and that’s strictly 
one of reasonable news value. The 
heavyweights go through some usual 
cavorting that includes some dia- 
tribes aimed at each other and a 
critical audience winds up calling it 
|no contest. The clip on Joe Jacobs, 
i he of the perennial ‘we wuz robbed’ 
cry, has him talking to himself. In 
| short, Galento’s manager is inter- 
| viewing himself through the use ofa 








mirror in a phoney piece of staging. 
Much of the reels from abroad, on 
| the war scene, are trifles. A couple 
| of shots in Finland (Fox) show burn- 
|ing buildings and, according to the 
narrator, captured Soviet equipment 
plus the bodies of soldiers, described 
as Russians, lving in the snow. 

The President’s Birthday Ball 
celebration in Washington, which 
drew a host of film notables, also is 
glimmed. but shows nothing beyond 
that carried in the dailies. 

An exceptionally interesting ‘In- 
formation Please’ short, with ‘Info’ 
standbys Clifton Fadiman, Franklin 
P. Adams, John Kieran and Oscar 


Levant, plus Gene Tunney as guest, | 


by far eclipses the newsreels, 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Dorothy Lamour, Dare & Yates, 
Hudson Wonders, Jack Marshall, 
| Larry Adler, Adrian & Orch; ‘Fight- 
ing 69th’ (WB). 








Holdover for the picture, and 
business continues on the bright side 
with Dorothy Lamour returning to 
the town of her original click. She 
makes a bang-up appearance and 


singing a routine of pop tunes to a 
neat audience reaction. Backed by 
previous experience on a stage, Miss 
Lamour handles the mob well. 
Practically all of her song se- 
lections have been done before by 
her either on radio or screen, and 
she incorporates them into a medley. 
In all, a good name variety act for 
b.o. and entertainment anywhere. 
Hudson Wonders open the show 
and get it off strong with their nov- 
elty acrobatic tumbling. Girls have 
grown up plenty but haven't lost any 
of their surefire technique. On ap- 
pearance and ability, they’re solid 
| variety for any house. There is 
'more tumbling, but of a burlesque 





dies ‘To You’ with a semi-hoke re- 
cital of gratitude to the public for hg 
‘St. 
Louis Blues’ is the band’s musical 
the perennial 
its goober 
giveaway to the audience, is also a 


Lewis has unearthed some sae 
‘he 
Hackers demonstrate that there can 
always be something new even in 
the most hackneyed type of offer- 
ing. ‘Their comedy acrobatic ball- 
room dancing has plenty of original- 
ity. Contortionist dancing of Marie 
Hollis is outstanding. Between the 
Hackers and Miss Hollis the troupe 
attains top rating in the dance de- 
partment, a peak to which Betty 
Jane Smith’s fine tap and toe rou- 


the runoff, working with somewhat 
more knockabout than when last 


with plenty of | 


comes through with a fine personal, | 


ing it into 


playing 


with this mob. 


hand-to-hand stuff, by 
Yates, who go over, 
M.c. is Jack Marshall, who an- 
nounces the turns well enough but 
fumbles in his own act.- A jumble 
of mediocre impersonations, a bugle- 
blowing stunt with a trombone and 
a novelty bit with a hat brim, pull- 
impressions of many 
kinds of hats, are all slapped to- 
gether and called an act. 
needs a plan to his act if he intends 
vaudeville 
might be okay for niteries, where he 
can scatter his bits through a show. 
Back again after a long absence 
is Larry Adler, who continues to 
impress with his virtuosity on the 
harmonica. Suitable in a house such 
as the Chicago, where his tendency 
to do the ‘better things’ goes well 


Dare and 


Marshall 


houses. It 


Biz fine last show Saturday (3). 


Gold. 








Martinelli the Great 

Phil Olsen Ore 
Moroceo 

' Jay Jason 

| Wanda Warren 

| Car-Lyle 

Roulettes 4 

Mark Fischer 


Nebiolo’s 
Carmen Di Giovanni 
Yvonne 
Gladys Hunter 
Curley Clark 
Ray Carlin Gre 

Northwood Ina 
Lois Cornwall 
Martin & Marvel 
Jimmy Gargano QO: 
Gus Howard 


Oasis 
Moriarity & Dell 
Harvey Stone 
Miss X 
Sammy Stern Ore 

Palm Beach 
Di Martins 
Lord & Janiss 
4 Dancing Jewels 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Inn 
Don Miller, Organist 
Londoniers 

Club Royale 
Capella & Bentrice 
Tanner Sisters 





Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Orc 
Maynard Deane 
Nita Norman 


Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Balconades 


Bart Rodgers Ore 
Dottie Alee 

Bill Green’s 
Howard Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
| Buzz Aston 
| 3 Baumshells 
| Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeifer Or 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Lynn & Mason 
Tiny Harris 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


Harlem Casino 
Le Roy Brown Ore 
Hioney Boy 
Detroit Red 
Lois Deppe 
| Billy Reed 
Lillian Young 
| Moore & Moore 
Myrtle Wilson 
Little Bits Turner 


| Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Ore 








Billy Merle 
June Collins 
(Gay 90's) 
| Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Schenley 
Charlie Klug Ore 
‘czy Neenan 
} Hotel Wm Penn 
| (Chatterbox) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Jack Edmundson 
Helen Young 
Swede Nielsen 
Ti & O'Connor 
(Continental Bar) 
| Billy Catizone 


usty 


| CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
|} Otto Thurn Ore 
}Armanda & Lita 
| Billie, Irene Burns 
| Carlos & Chita 
Mildred Smith 
| Myron Ryan 
| Margaret Aemmer 
Herinan Pirchner 

Avalon 
Capt. Kidd's Ore 
Jess Rogers 
| Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Biack 

Cedar Gardens 

Duke Melvin Ore 
| Vietoria Vigel 
Svizzie & George 

Chateav 
Chick Chaiken Ore 
Joe Reeves 
Elaine George 
Kate Travis 
Texas Rockets 

College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Duke Fredericks 
Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Tony Emma Ore 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Orc 
Bill Lockman 

Hanna Grille 
Mona Marll 
| Lenny Colyer 

Evelyn Dietz 
| Pete Zuma 

Hotel Allerton 
Jeanne Lysie 





— 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 39d 


& La Marr 





June Glory 
Helene 
Chet Everhardt 
Preston Lambert 
Rovalettes 
Danny Demetry Orc 
Saks 
Shanghai Kwan Br 
Aunt Jemima 
Dawn & Darrell 
M Kuhiman'L (6) 
Bob Perry - 
George Kavanagh 
San Diego 
Rutons 
Maroni & Coralee 
Bill Boadway 
Earl Beaudrie 
Del Gray Gls (3) 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace m) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lynn Lucas 
Verne’s 
Eddy Curry 
Terri 
Perris Sis 
Neslie & Norman 
Capt Spiller 
Geo Alfano Orc 
Kendall Capps 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 
Bill Regula 
Roger Hoffman 





PITTSBURGH 


Harry Martin 
Johnny Frits 
Al DiLernia 


New Penn 
‘Ralph Allen Ore 
Joe Morocco 
Bob Liedtke 
Kashido Okada 
JI & B Raye 
Dorothy Drake 

Nixon Cafe 
,Al Marsico Oro 
Bob Carter 
Helaine & Don’dson 
Charlie Carrer 
Hywd Blondes (6) 
Gray & Harlow 
Angelo Di Palma 

Nut House 
Ted Biake 
Harry Nosokofft 
Pat McGowan 
Joe Kiein 
Alice Prooks Ore 


Old Shay Gardens 

Etzi Covato Ore 

Nita Raymond 

Betty Nylander 

Dance Darlings 

Bill Douglas 

Dean Sayre 

Dick Smith 
Orchard 

Jimmy Gamble Ore 

Jay Loring 

Chuck Miller 

Pines 

Ray Englert Ore 
Plaza Cafe 

Jimmy Peyton Ore 

Dewey Moon 

Jean Fole 

Betty Page 


Smart Set Girls 
Riviera 
Billy Miller Ore 





Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Shirley Heller 
| Doc Marcus 
| Burns & White 
| Jack Jenkins 
Tip-Top Gls (6) 
| Sky-Vue 
| Marty Gregor Ore 
| Union Grill 
| Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
| Webster Hall 
| Michele Bertola 


Joe Rose 
Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay 
Jean Webb 
King Harvey 
Fuzzy Conibs 
Hotei Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Ruth Petty 
Galante, Leonarda 
Bob Hughes 
Fred Heikell 
Frank Ovanin 
Hotel Statler 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Jack & Eddie’s 
Lillian Robertson 
Bette Evans 
Joan Dal 
Ann Starr 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Orc 
Lindsay’s Sky-Clut 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Harold Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Ted, Mary Taft 
Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagiand 0 
Southern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 
Helene Gray 
Famous Door 
Virginia Ference 





Jack Elliott 


| Beebe Sherman 


Major Abel 


obvious and fairly laughable, 
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New Acts 











SLIM’S FLAT FOOT FLOOGIE 

BOYS (6) 

Instrumental, Singing, Dancing 
14 Mins. 
Apollo, N, Y. 

Slim, who originally started out on 

stage and club dates with Slam, 
launched this present organization 
last summer. Nevertheless, the out- 
fit doesn’t seem properly geared yet 
for stage work. It smacks too much 
of nitery informality and is too repe- 
titious. Instruments include drums. 
bass fiddle, sax, guitar, trumpet and 
piano. 
Swingeroo combo has too much 
latent talent to overlook some rather 
apparent flaws. First two selections 
run in the same groove— first Slim 
sings and plays his guitar, then the 
sax player steps to the mike, next 
the trumpet player, and then back 
to Slim. On the second try, Slim 
goes into an endurance contest, play» 
ing every instrument in the organ- 
ization and winding up with his 
familiar tap dance. He has retained 
the xylophone solo which he did 
when with Slam. He has also de- 
veloped that smart tap dance. A 
| little less of the instrumental routine 
and more tapstering would help. 

Apparently, too, Slim is overlook- 
jing a bet in his sly drummer, who 
hints possibilities as a singer. Also, 
Slim fails to announce a single tune, 
which should be corrected. Wear. 


TIP, TAP and TOE 
Dancing 

14 Mins. 
Flatbush, a 

Colored trio have revised their 
personnel since last caught under 
new acts. Raymond Winfield, who 
worked in Hailie Selassie get-up, has 
left the turn and is now doing a two- 
act. He was replaced in this trio by 
Freddie James. 

Regardless of changes, the lads 
still offer a brilliant stanza of diver- 
sified taps, with a maximum of ac- 
tion compressed into a minimum of 
time. Opening with a fast routine 
on a small oval platform in front 
of the bandstand, they quickly turn 
on the variation and season their 
unison turns with spectacular solo 
bits. Offer most of the trick stuff 
other hoofers do, usually putting 
them into italics, and then demon- 
strate a few wrinkles of their own. 
It’s all sock from start to finish and 
should clean up almost — 

obe. 














BETTY BUNSEN 
Songs 
Hotel Phillips, Kansas City 

Appearance here marks the pro- 

fessional debut for this gal singer. 
With Alberta Bird, a seasoned per- 
former at the novachord, two are 
entertaining in this intimate spot for 
the cocktail hours and through the 
evening. 
Singer reveals a deep, torchy 
throat which somewhat confines her 
selections, at least requiring every- 
thing in the lower keys. It fits this 
setting, and has good possibilities for 
radio, but for theatres and band 
work a wider range will be neces- 
sary. 

Miss Bunsen is a localite and a 
youngster. She’s about all that can 
be asked of nature, and is long on 
personality. Quin. 


TERRY HOWARD and JACK TAL- 
LEY 

Comedy 
110 Mins. 
| Flatbush, B’klyn : 
| Terry Howard is a blonde gal with 
'an uncanny knack of impersonating 
‘bratty urchins. She’s been around 
!in vaude for some years with vari- 
|ous male straights. 

Her current feeder is Jack Talley, 
|}who opens the routine with an at- 
‘tempted song, only to have Miss 
Howard scramble from the wings in 
little-girl duds, including a large 
{hair ribbon. She squirms, scratches 
herselfs, squeals, stumbles about the 
istage, yanks her short skirt down 
'and is otherwise itchy. It’s broad, 
but 
Hobe. 





could be compressed. 


Legit Prod. Off 


|_____ Continued from page 1 


consulting them. The legit man- 
agers have still to express their 
opinion of the pact. Showmen say, 
| however, that the tabling of the mat- 
ter is unimportant because of the in- 
difference of most picture companies, 

Though the number of shows is 
smaller, the percentage of successes 
appears to measure up to other sea- 
sons and may be better than usual. 
Shows have been coming in slowly, 
but during January two big money 
shows, ‘My Dear Children’ and 
|The Male Animal’ arrived, and one 
,|or two others have a good chance to 
stick. 

Last spring there was consider- 
ably more production activity than 
usual, in anticipation of the World’s 
Fair, but the same incentive will be 
missing this year. 























Walter Jurman composing the 
/musie for ‘Too Many Husbands’ at 
; Columbia, 
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VARIETY 





Plays on Broadway 





GENEVA 


Drama in two acts, three scenes, 
George Kernard Shaw. Produced by Gilbert 
Miller, in association with Maurice Col- 
bourne and Barry Jones; staged by Col 
bourne; scenery, Alee Johnstone; at Henry 
Miller's, N. Y¥., Jan. 30, ’40; $3.30 top. 


MY DEAR CHILDREN 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Belasco, N. Y., Jan. 31, °40, by Richard 
Aldrich & Richard Myers, with John Barry- 
more starred; written by Catherine Turney 
and Jerry Horwin; staged by Otto Prem- 
inger; setting by Donald Oenslager; $3.50 


by 





top. Begonia Browm.......+++e8 Norah Howard 
SS BEEPET TEE Pee Arnold Korff | A Jew... ....esecesscseccers Beckett Bould 
Reed Hanson.....cseccsceesees’ Otto Hulett! A Newcomer......eeeeeres Harvey Braban 
Portia Trent...... ecerecers Patricia Waters | A Widow......seeeeeereenees Suzan Turner 
Titcomlb......ccscccccsccces George Reynolds | A Journalist........0+.-++-+005 Jack Brown 
Countess De Britonne........... Tala Birell | A Bishop.............- 7 Renaud Lock wood 
Allan Maanville...........+- John Barrymore | Commissar Posky........+-+++++ Earle Grey 
RS ood cin55.c 004 ongnsone ees Roland Hogue | Secretary of League of Nations......... 

Miranda Burton.....ccceseseeereee Lois Hall | si Cyril Gardiner 
Cordelia Clark....... 96eeeneee Doris Dudley An Usher............-.0+2000 Gerald Vane 
Lee Stevenson..... seeeeee Kenneth Treseder | Sir Orpheus Midlander..Lawrence Hanray 
Willard Nelson...... Soeur neeeren Philip Reed | The Judge...........-+eeeeeee- Barry Jones 
Jacques Korbi........++.. Stiano Braggiotti | The Betrothed..........+-- Patrick Ludlow 
Ernst Van hse cnaunewnes Leo Chaizel |! Bombardone.......ceeceee-e: Ernest Borrow 





Battler.......ccccccece.- Maurice Colbourne 

: So Serre Patrick Crean 
’ ota Rat Me POOACOROEE 5c cc ccccscs weeds Jessica Tandy 

Broadway S most n ble repatr! 1 General FIAnco.....scccceess John Turnbull 


ate from Hollywood told the eager, 
swanky first-nighters how gratifying 
it is to be back on the stage. No 
matter the merits of ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren, the show is primed for a 
clean-up, indications being that the 
Belasco again will be packing ‘em in 
indefinitely. 

John Barrymore was accorded the 
fanfare due so colorful and brilliant 
a player. He’d been tickling Chica- 
— with his antics and ad-libbing 





Perplexities of the European situ- 
j}ation are so great that not even 
George Bernard Shaw can make 
them intelligible. When human af- 
fairs reach that sad state there is 
apparently only one thing left to do 
—blow the bugles and get the boys 
back into the trenches. 

‘Geneva’ is Shaw’s 50th play, and 
was first produced at the Malvern 
b festival in the summer of 1938, soon 

or over eight we 4 —_ — before the Munich get-together. 
Fwd kept it down at the premiere ' Since then it has been revised sev- 

ough the urging of the manage- cra] times to reflect later develop- 
a <r whe sageve > _o gags ments in the international scene. 
e ’ w e 

and then during the performance he Raneanner aarted gi agg. 8. “of 
veered away from the script, as dur-| Poland. The formula is wholly un- 
eS the third act, when supposedly | satisfactory, and the play gives the 
taking a sip of booze, he commented | ceneral imoression of a WPA ‘Liv- 
that he wished it was the McCoy. ing Newspaper.’ Because audiences 


That was the only real laugh of|have a chance to read the later 
the evening. Just before the finale | editions they have the jump on the 
he patted Doris Dudley, whe plays | actors. 
his favorite daughter, and comment-| Leading characters are caricatures 
ed upon her derriere, which got a/of European dictators, foreign min- 
giggle, too. Just before, when an-|isters, a Soviet spokesman and sev- 
other daughter told him she must/eral plain citizens, who bring the 
have some money, Barrymore ges-|rulers before the international court 
tured with pointed finger towards| at The Hague to answer for their be- 
the audience and cracked, “That is| havior. This gives everyone a chance 
the lousiest line in the play.’ Earlier|to orate and argue his position. It 
he pointed out front and said some-| is too realistic. Shaw has his actors 
thing to Ward Morehouse of the Sun, | talk just as Hitler, Mussolini and the | 
calling his name. others might converse when not in 

Some of the supposed asides may |front of a microphone. They’re a 
be more or less regular interpola- dull bunch. : 
tions, but that is not clear because of| Play is presented by an English 
the star’s vagaries and his flair for|CO™pany, under management of 
gagging at any time to the evident Maurice Colbourne and Barry Jones, 
amusement of the cast in addition to | that has completed a Canadian tour 
the paying customers. He did not| 4d comes to New York under spon- 
gag a segment of Hamlet’s soliloquy. sorship of Gilbert Miller. They are 
The play was one of his greatest tri- capable players who do not take the 
umphs nearly 18 years ago. Thatbit,|text too seriously. The premise, 
however, fitted in when, during one | Which is predicated on the idea that 
of many curtain calls, some guy|the average man and woman has 
climbed onto the stage and said he |Something to say about the rules of 
was the ghost of Hamlet. They the European game, is amusing, al- 
claimed it wasn’t a stunt and to| though fantastic. Shaw’s conclusion 
prove it, the fellow, who said he was | iS that man is incapable of handling 
an actor, was taken to the station | his political affairs. From the con- 
ouse and booked for disorderly con- a viewpoint he is probably 

uct. rignt. 








‘Children’ may be inconsequential 
as a play, but with Barrymore the 
performance is fascinating. After a 
fairly early start on opening nicht, 
observers were surprised when the 
second act rung down at nearly 11, 
so easily did the time pass. It was 
11:50 when the last act finaled. In 
Chicago the show sometimes ran un- 
til 15 minutes past midnight, prov- 
ing that Barrymore is a man who 
gives when he is so inclined, which 
is frequent. 


Story has to do with Allan Man- 
ville, actor and philanderer, who at 
the moment is carrying on an affair 
with a countess in her chateau in the 
Alps. That she is the wife of his 
backer makes no difference. To the 
retreat come Portia, Miranda and 
Cordelia (named from _ Shakes- 
pearean characters), daughters he 
had never seen and progeny of three 
different wives. 


Each girl has her problems, and it’s 
something novel to Allan to act 
fatherly, much to the annoyance of 
his current consort. Being true 
daughters of their father, each con- 
templates an affair, if not marriage, 
and he cannot do much about it. 
Allan does break it up between the 
former lover of Cordelia and Portia, 
youngest offspring. Disillusioned, 
latter goes home, while Miranda is 
off with one of daddy’s friends, prob- 
ably to wed. Cordelia scrams, but 
returns, aiding an awkward situation 
when it looks like Allan is jammed 
up and the angry, but now capti- 
vated backer, agrees to co-star them. 

Supporting players are good per- 

formers. Doris Dudley as Cordelia 
(replacement for Elaine Barrie, who 
will return to the cast) turns in a 
pleasing part. She is the show’s 
femme lead. Patricia Waters, as 
Portia, and Lois Hall, as Miranda. do 
well, too. Tala Birell is brightly 
cast as the countess. Philip Reed 
plays a married playboy who is aired 
by Cordelia. Good-looking lad was 
on. Broadway several seasons ago 
and recently returned from Holly- 
wood. Kenneth Treseder, as a 
wishy-washy English college boy 
radical, smiles 
bawled out by Barrymore. Stiano! 
Braggiotti, a socialite, gets by as, 
Allan’s friend. Best of the others are | 
Otto Hulett, Arnold Korff and Leo 
Chalzell, all in small parts. 

Upon his entrance at the debut, 
Barrymore was accorded a minute-| 
long ovation, making it quite clear | 
that Broadway is glad he is back on. 
the boards. Ibee. | 





The acting is chiefly elocution and 
the best contestant is Lawrence 
Hanray, as a British foreign under- 
secretary, who has some humorous 
passages with the dictators. John 
Turnbull, speaking for General 
Flanco, is persuasive. Barry Jones 
handles the job of chief justice with 
more patience than the pleas justify. 
Norah Howard is amusing in her 
capacity as a secretary to a League 
of Nations’ committee. Jessica 
Tandy passes out copies of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, but none of the 
other characters responds to her 
fervor. She’s in the wrong meeting 

lace. 

‘Geneva’ has slight chance for any 
popular support. Shavian addicts 
may find it interesting, even if not 
entertaining. They better hurry. 

Flin. 


Taming of the Shrew 


Revival, with Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne starred, presented at the Alvin, 
N.Y., Feb. 5, °39, by the Theatre Guild in 
association with John C. Wilson; directed 
by Harry Wagstaff Gribble; $2.75 top. 
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Most amusing couple on the stage 
today, Alfred and Lynn (Fontanne) 
Lunt, were to have ended their tour 
in the Shakespearean farce last 
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week, but rallied to the aid of Fin- 
nish sufferers and are repeating on 
Broadway for that purpose. | 

The return of the revival is dated 
to end Saturday (10), but so divert- 
ing is the show that it should re- 
main longer. Monday night (5) for- 
mer president Herbert Hoover, 
chairman of the relief fund, was out 
front, and among those who had a 
good time. Outside, radicals passed 
around handbills in protest, but few, 
if any who attended, cared. : 

It has been nearly two years since 
the Lunts appeared on Broadway. 
Last season they toured in rep, pre- 
senting ‘Idiot's Delight,’ ‘Amphitry- 
on 38’ and ‘The Sea Gull.’ This sea- 
son they went to the hinterland suc- 
cessfully again with ‘Shrew.’ which 
served them so well at the Guild 
theatre four years ago. 

Original presentation was funny, 
but here and there bits to rouse) 
laughter have been inserted, and the 
result is a hilarious evening from 
these stage thoroughbreds. Some of 
the audience bits might serve as a 
clue to those in ‘Hellzapoppin.’ Sev- 
eral front row late-comers, for in- 
stance, got the razz a la the days of 
the play’s period. 

Perhaps one of the secrets of the 
Lunts’ success is the impression that 
they like to perform. The zest in 
which they give ‘Shrew’ seems infec- 
tious. There is a generously popu- 
lated supporting cast, costumed as 
though the show was going on for 
the first time. 

Lunt’s Petruchio, plenty tough guy 
in his way, seems a delight both to 
men and women out front. The lure 
of Miss Fontanne is definite, and 
her spitfire Katherine, the cursed, is 
enough woman underneath for any 
man, unless he be stubborn and pre- 
fer blondes. 

Up in a balcony box Richard 
Whorf, as Christopher Sly, has more 
leeway than originally, so his con- 
tribution, too, is more effective than 
it first was. Here and there are in- 
dividual performances that count, 
but all eyes are for the Lunts in a 
play that is easier to take than any 
other of the bard's. 

Attraction now is better entertain- 
ment than the version they first 
served across the street in the Guild 
theatre. Also, the Lunts are wel- 
come on Broadway. Definitely and 
always. Ibee. 


Play Out of Town 


| 
| 
International Magicians | 


Dariel Fitzkee presents group of magi- | 
clans in full-evening magic show at $2 top; | 
El Capitan, Hollywood, Jan. 28, °40. Cast | 
includes: Caro, Tolmack, Donna, Jimmy 
Eyster, Slyter, Ming, Miss Lucille, Lynn 
Miller, Senor Maldo. 





























country has seen a full evening of 
magic, and this show ought to get a 
few dollars on its projected tour 
east. 
favor, most important being that it 
manages to do away with the big- 
gest bugaboo of big-time magic 
shows—heavy baggage. This show 
can be toured in a couple of trunks, 
almost. 








It is by no means the best magic 
show to tour. It is not at all in the 
same class with the big oldtime 
shows, such as Houdini or Thurston. 
But it does contain a gaod deal of 
entertainment and novelty. 
ences will be satisfied, if they can be 
lured in. 

Greatest fault of the show is a lack 
of variation. There is a sameness to 
the material which is hard to avoid 
under the current setup. There are 
a half dozen prestidigitators in- 
volved, all permitted to do their stuff 
on their own, plus a few ensemble 
numbers. That means that there is 
a bit of duplication on card and silk 
routines; not serious, but annoying. 

Caro, an Australian, is a fair all- 
around manipulator. Mostly sleight- 
of-hand, and none too startling, but 
oke. 
clever with cards and does a fair-to- 
middling Cardini routine, without 
bothering to credit anyone. 
dances, but maybe that shouldn’t be | 
held against him. Donna and Jimmy | 
Eyster do a neat mind-reading rou- | 
tine, which is only a little bit corny. | 

Slyter, an Englishman, is the best 
magician in the show. He has a| 
very neat routine called ‘The Masgi- | 
cian’s Night Out,’ which will satisfy | 
audiences anywhere. anytime. It's a | 
honey, even though most of the | 
tricks are oldies. The key here is | 
showmanship of a topnotch caliber. | 

Dariel Fitzkee, who presents the 
show, does one of the two optical il- | 
lusions of the evening, a decapitation | 
item. He also does the old Houdini | 
razor-blade act. Give the lad credit, | 
there are very few gents who can! 
swing this one. But Houdini should | 
have been credited. | 

Ming, a Chinese, is a _ routine | 
sleight-of-hander. Jimmy Muir (can | 
it be he’s an American?) tries much | 
too hard to get some laughs with the | 
usual laugh-getting gadgets. Miss | 
Lucille, Swedish, one of the few 
femme magicians around, is a neat) 
trick on her own. With her blonde | 
tresses and neat chassis, she doésn’t | 
have to be very good at pulling rab- | 
bits out of places where  they| 
shouldn’t be—and isn’t. Lynn Miller | 
does some magic pictures as a time- | 
filler. Senor Maldo. billed as Mexi- | 
co’s greatest magician, is pretty good, | 











but not sensational. He gets some! 
laughs with a verv neat patter. and’ 


| him to force managers to clear off signs after shows close. 


| the third act. 


Two Stagehands Each 


It’s been a long time since this! 





It has a number of things in its | 
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Inside Stufi—Legit 


Dead billing has resulted in any number of eyesores along Broad 
the past several seasons and, despite protests that it is injurious to show 
business, some managers continue to refuse blanking out signs of closeg 
attractions. No show in many seasons was given billing such as for ‘John 
Henry,’ a recent four-day flop. Immense signs on the sides of Times Square 
buildings and other space announce the show as ‘coming.’ None of the 
signs has been removed, same going for the 44th Street theatre, where the 
show was presented. 

‘Henry’ was produced by Sam Byrd. His pal, Douglas Leigh, is in the 
outdoor advertising business, which explains the profusion of the billing, 
either on the cuff or payable if a success were registered. 

League of New York Theatres has been unable. to get its members to 
correct the abuse. Matter was the subject of an Equity resolution con. 
demning the practice, but that didn’t do any good. Paul Moss, license 
commissioner, examined the statutes, but found none that would permit 





way in 





The Twelfth Night Club will hold a jubilee party Sunday (11) at the 
American Women’s Assn. on West 57th street, N. Y., marking the 50th 
anniversary of the organization. Club’s membership is composed of pro- 
fessional actresses and a flock of name femmes who have not been on the 
boards for years but who are still active in its affairs. Original idea of the 
Twelfth Nighters, mostly wives and daughters of actors, was to establish 
their own quarters for recreation at interludes when the men went to the 
Players or Lambs clubs, where women are not admitted. 

Last week the Players held a ‘pipe night’ in honor of A. G. (Bogey) 
Andrews, marking his 83d birthday. He is occasionally cast for plays and 
is currently rehearsing with ‘Leave Her to Heaven’. 








Pittsburgh saw parts of the same show on two different stages last week, 
With Three Stooges playing deluxe Stanley and ‘Scandals’ at the Nixon, 
couple of bits were used simultaneously in both spots. When Stooges 
pulled out of ‘Scandals’ couple of months ago to return to Hollywood, 
they took most of their material with them and are currently featuring it 
in their ‘Seeing Stars’ unit. At same time George White felt skits were 
exclusive property of his revue and continued most of Stooges’ stuff, with 
different principals playing it. 

Not only that, but couple of newspapers here commented on fact that in 
‘Scandals,’ Ben Blue, Ann Miller and Ross Wyse, Jr., and June Mann were 
doing exactly the same thing in $3.30 show that they did for 60c. top at 
deluxe Stanley only last fall. 





The new Philadelphia Board of Theatre Control, appointed two weeks 
ago by Mayor Robert E. Lamberton, swung into action yesterday (Mon- 
day) and forced the producers of the ‘Fifth Column’ to change a scene in 
Instead of Franchot Tone doing his inebriated love scene in 
full view of the audience, the love making is done offstage, with trick 


lighting. Observers say the change makes the business twice as suggestive 
as the original. 





A fur coat valued at $9,000 was stolen at the Music Box, N. Y., night of 
Jan. 19 during the first intermission of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’, 
Woman patron left the wrap on her seat down front and it was figured 
that a standee intent on such thievery made off with it. 

Detectives were promptly summoned but no trace of the garment was 
found, indications being that a woman took the coat or worked in consort 
with a man. Loss covered by insurance. 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Feb. 5) 


Leave $10,000 Estates 








‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois (Raymond 





Audi- | 


Tolmack, from Jugo-Slavia, is | 


He also |} 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 6. 

| Fred F. Fromm, stagehand who 
| died Dec. 21, salted away more than 
| $10,000 in bags scattered about his 
home, according to Surrogate’s Court 
| records. Many of the bags were 
| found crammed with $20 bills. A 
brother, Frank J. Fromm, stage car- 
| penter, who died a week later, also 
| left an estate of more than $10,000. 

| Neither left a will and Surrogate 
| Joseph M. Feely named another 
| brother, John C. Fromm, also a 
stagehand, administrator of the es- 


| tates, 
Poor ‘Pinafore’ 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Coin difficulties have stymied the 
| proposed production of ‘Tropical 
| Pinafore’ at the Great Northern. 
| Original backers for the all-colored 
| swing version of the Gilbert & Sul- 
|livan comic opera have suddenly 
chilled on the plan and the producers 
are now hustling around town en- 
deavoring to interest new capital. 

Most of the cast of ‘Pinafore’ has 
been rehearsing, off and on, for 
about eight months. 


St. Louis ILGWU Show 
St. Louis, Feb. 6. 
‘Let Freedom Swing’ is the tag of 
a musical revue being prepped by 
the St. Louis International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union, and if 
piece clicks it will be presented in 
Kansas City, Minneapolis, Chicago 
and other midwest cities where gar- 
ment workers have strong organiza- 
tions. 
It will 
March 8-16, 








be presented locally 





provides the kick of the evening with 
Houdini’s trunk business. Well done 
and credited—for a change. 

Well, that’s the setup. A _ neat 
evening of fun with no special fire- 
works. Only a few drapes to cart 
around and most of the props are 
miniature. Smart idea. Show was 
organized in Frisco and intends tour- 
ing slowly towards New York. Stay 
away from Broadway, brothers; the 
street is full of wolves. But before 
setting there, you should do okay by 
yourselves in all the way stations. 


Massey )—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett) 
—Hippodrome, Terre Haute (5); 
Hartman, Columbus (6-7); Cox, Cin- 
cinnati (8-10). 


‘Fifth Column’ (Franchot Tone)— 
Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—Audi- 
torium, St. Paul (5); Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis (6-7); Davidson, Milwaukee 
(8-10). 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)—Au- 
ditorium, Chicago. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Hayes, Philip Merivale)—Erlanger, 
Buffalo (5-7); English, Indianapolis 
(8-10). 

‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton)—Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—National, Washington. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


lander Woollcott )—Lobero, Santa Bar- 


bara (9-10). 

‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood. 

‘Night Music’—Shubert, Boston (8- 
10). 


‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Paramount, Austin (5); 
Texas, San Antonio (6); Music Hall, 
Houston (7-8); Municipal Auditorium, 
New Orleans (10). 


‘Passenger to Bali’ (Walter Hus- 
ton)—Shubert, New Haven (8-10). 

Ruth Draper—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene How- 
ard)—Cass, Detroit 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Blair Junior High- 
school, Norfolk, Va. (5); Lyric, Rich- 
mond (6-7); Academy of Music, 
Roanoke (8); Auditorium, Durham, 
N. C. (9); Auditorium, Raleigh, N. C. 
(10). 

‘Thanks for My Wife’ (Alan Dine- 
hart, Glenda Farrell, Lyle Talbot)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Three After Three’ (Simone Simon, 
Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)—Erlanger, 
Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road’ 
| Nixon, Pittsburgh. 





(John Barton)— 
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Barrymore 


Jolts N.Y. After 18 


Years Absence; Earning 56 Wkly 


,™ 
bd 





Return to Broadway of John Bar- 
rymore last week at the Belasco in 
‘My Dear Children,’ after an absence 
of nearly 18 years, was given more 
press attention than any stage event 
in seasons. His last appearance was 
in ‘Hamlet’ at the Harris theatre 
(now a grind picture house), star 
playing the part 101 times, which 
was then a record. , 

The opening and Barrymore’s im- 
mediately subsequent marital affairs 
furnished material for personal 
stories and resulted in a sensational 
buildup for his wife, Elaine Barrie, 
with whom he had been tiffing since 
early in the Chicago engagement. 
She left the cast there and received 
$500 weekly until Jan. 1. Miss Bar- 
rie rejoins ‘Children’ in two weeks, 
replacing Doris Dudley, who had 
replaced her. Miss Dudley has been 
spotted in the road company of 
‘Margin for Error’ by Aldrich & 
Myers, producers of both shows. 

‘Children’ opened to standing 
room and that pace has been main- 
tained since the debut Wednesday 
(31), with indications that it will 
clean up. Same goes for the star. 
There were reports from Chicago, 
where the show averaged $11,000, 
that he spent his entire salary every 
week. Barrymore receives 1244% 
of the gross and 50% of the profits, 
His earnings will be the biggest on 
Broadway this season, it being fig- 
ured that he will receive approxi- 
mately $5,000 weekly. No other 
actor is getting as much from stage 
appearances currently, with the ex- 
ception of Edward Everett Horton, 
who is paid 3314% of the gross of 
‘Springtime for Henry’ on _ tour, 
‘Children’ will top $18,000 weekly, the 
advance sale being reported around 
$50,000. 

At the same premiere, which drew 
a smart audience, there was a flock 
of photographers back and front. 
At least half a dozen reporters re- 
mained backstage throughout the 
performance, despite the fact it was 
opening night, when all persons are 
usually barred until the finale. 
Dailies assigned the coverage with 
the idea that there might be fire- 
works because Miss Barrie was out 
front. She visited Barrymore in his 


(Continued on page 44) 


BALLET THEATRE PLANS 
N. Y. REPEAT; B. 0. OKAY 


The Ballet Theatre, which closed a 
three and one-half weeks’ date at 
the Center, N. Y., Saturday (3), is 
expected to become a permanent or- 
ganization. Attendance steadily im- 
proved and takings for the final week 
were around $25,000, considered ex- 
cellent at $2.20 top on an eight- 
performance basis. Attraction would 
have held over but for the fact that 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) was booked into 
house. Picture opens tonight (Wed.), 
with part of the seats being reserved 
both matinee and night. 

Sponsors of the ballet are con- 
sidering finding a berth in New York 
and may repeat at the Center after 











Eclipsed 





After the New Haven premiere 
of Ernest Hemingway’s “The 
Fifth Column,’ other members of 
the company nick-named Fran- 
chot Tone the ‘Black Eagle of the 
Theatre Guild.’ 

Actor is onstage through al- 
most the entire first and second 
scenes, but isn’t recognized be- 
cause of the dim lighting and 
doesn’t get a hand from the audi-. 
ence until the brightly-lighted 
third scene. Couple of wags in 
the cast suggested a program 
note to explain that ‘that dark 
shadow on stage right, rear is 
Franchot Tone.’ Another of- 
fered to carry a flashlight and 
shine it on the actor’s face on the 
opening night in New York. 








ARTISTS SHOW 


HAS NOTHING 
FOR LEGIT 


The Illustrators show, held at the 
little Heckscher theatre, N. Y., Fri- 
day (2), was scouted at the dress 
rehearsal but no material was dis- 
cerned that could be adaptable for 
the stage. Shuberts aimed to buy 
some of the skits for a proposed 
‘Artists and Models’ revue, which 
title has not been used for some 
time. After seeing the performance, 
however, it was decided to seek ma- 
terial elsewhere for the revue. 

Virtually every turn in the artists’ 
entertainment was, per usual, de- 
signed for stag usage. Perform- 
ance, which was a benefit for the 
organization’s needy fund, was also 
scheduled for Saturday, but various 
difficulties arose and it was can- 
celled. Theatre was picketed by the 
musicians union, because the score 
was played by two girl pianists. 

Stagehands were also expected to 
protest similarly, but that union let 
the matter drop. It was pointed out 
that a regular crew would have made 











for a smoother performance and ex- 
pectations are next year’s show will 
be staffed with union deckhands. 
Latter’s union contended that its 
people should be recognized, since 
there are needy within its ranks, too, 
and the leading illustrators were in- 
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Pemberton in Hosp 














Brock Pemberton was removed 
from his home Saturday (3) to the 
Presbyterian hospital, N.Y., where 
he is under treatment for pneu- 
monia. Tuesday (6) he was report- 
ed in favorable condition. Showman 
attended the premiere of ‘My Dear 


| Children’ at the Belasco last Wed- 


nesday (31). Two days later he was 
ordered to bed, running a high fever. 


Pemberton was to have produced 
‘Children,’ but. abandoned the 
rights. He worked on the script, 
however, and receives a portion of 
the royalties. He recently under- 
went a minor op on his face. 


Lunts, ‘Life’ Finnish 
Benefits Getting Special 
N.Y. Billing Concession 


A large two-way banner, announc- 
ing ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Alvin, 
and ‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild, has 
been strung up on 52d street be- 
tween the two theatres. The billing 
is similar to that used during elec- 
tion campaigns and permits for such 
advertising are rarely issued for any 
other purpose. However, because 
both attractions are giving perform- 
ances in aid of Finland’s war suffer- 
ers, permission was granted to the 
— Guild, which operates both 

ows. 


‘Shrew’ with the Lunts is playing 
the entire current week for the Fin- 
nish purpose, while the special bene- 
fit showing of ‘Time’ is -slated for 
Feb. 18. The banner may be used 
until such date, although the show- 
ing of ‘Shrew’ is announced to end 
Saturday (10). Lunts’ attraction can- 
celled the last-half last week in New 
Haven, after three New England 
one-nighters were dropped, because 
Lynn Fontanne had laryngitis. 


An -odd salary situation resulted 
from the skipped dates, which were 
to have been the last of the tour. 
Show could have announced its clos- 
ing Saturday (3) and added the ben- 
efit week, but, as no notice was 
posted, under Equity rules the cast 
must receive a full week’s salary for 
the layoff due to illness of the star. 
That coin is in addition to $5 per 
day to players getting $100 or less 
during the lay-off. 

Despite reports, it is the intention 
to pay full salaries to the cast of 
‘Shrew’ for the benefit week. Un- 
derstood that the stars will con- 
tribute their entire salary and per- 
centage to the fund. Because ef the 
salary rules it was unnecessary to 
query the players whether they 
would appear gratis, or not. 

Sunday night (4), ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
Winter Garden, and ‘Key Largo,’ 
Barrymore, gave fund performances, 
combined proceeds being $5,360. 
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N.Y. Ticket Code Flares Up Again: 
Suit Threatens League and Equity 





Still Missing 





Carl Fisher, general manager 
for George Abbott, did a walk- 
on in the boss’ production of ‘See 
My Lawyer,’ at the Adelphi, 
N. Y., last week, replacing Wal- 
ter Wagner, who had moved up 
to replace John Shelley, who 
was replacing George Hirose, 
who was out with a foot infec- 
tion, Although the part has no 
lines, it normally gets two laughs 
on pantomime. Fisher missed 
both of them. 

Fisher’s last stage ‘appearance’ 
was three seasons ago, when he 
was an offstage noise one per- 
formance in Abbott’s production 
of ‘Brother Rat.’ On that occa- 
sion the g.m. got such a case of 
stage-fright that he lost his voice 
and failed to give the proper 
cue, 


PITT COLUMNIST 
PANS ‘DIRTY’ 
LEGIT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 

Adding fuel to blast recently de- 
livered by Father Coakley, one of 
Pittsburgh’s leading priests, against 
vulgarity of legit shows at Nixon 
this season, Florence Fisher Parry, 
columnist for Press, last week had 
her say on the subject, too, in regu- 
lar ‘I Dare Say’ space. In addition to 
denouncing blue stuff in this year’s 
shows, Father Coakley also called 
upon parishioners to stay away from 
the Nixon under any and all circum- 
stances. Mrs. Parry didn’t go that 
far, however. 

Precipitating her dynamite was 








Broadway’s ticket situation has not 
quieted down by a long shot. Last 
week it flared up rather violently 


over the manner in which the code 
is being administered by the en- 
forcement -board or ‘authority.’ As- 
sessment -of a stiff fine against one 
agency was expeeted to chasten the 
ticken men, but a-directly different 
reaction resulted. Early this week 
indications were that legal proceed- 
ings would be taken against the man- 
agerial League ef New York The- 
atres and Equity, who teamed in de- 
vising the control system incorpo- 
rated in the code. 

During a three-hour battling ses- 
sion with the enforcement quartet 
held in the League’s offices Friday 
(2), Gustav A. Gerber, counsel for 
the independent brokers (Associated 
Theatre Ticket Agencies), declared 
the mamner in which the board 
slapped a $250 fixe against the New- 
man agency was describable as 





‘lynch raping.’ Despite the long 
huddle, the Newman incident was 
not cleared up. Deadline for pay- 
ment of the penalty had been set for 
Friday, -but the board extended the 
date te Monday (5). Filing of a 
$500 cempliance bond is part of the 
ruling against the agency. 

Attorney stated that the fine would 
never be paid until the procedure 
he says was agreed upon is followed. 
On what action the enforcement 
body takes, court action depends. 
Gerber asserts the Newman case was 
never completed. He said that when 
the matter was first considered by 
the board, the meeting was ad- 
journed to listen to further testi- 
mony. Net -enly was that step not 

(Continued on page 44) 


Painters Picket Little, 
N.Y., Prior to Opening 


Of New Refugee Show 


Labor trouble intruded early this 
| week at the Little, N. Y. which is 











Dee pica ee 


engagement here of new Shubert!,_. : . : 
musical, ‘Three After Three,’ which | pitting readied for ‘Reunion in New 
she called ‘a thoroughly cheap show’ | York,’ refugee show which is due to 
and then added ‘I for one resented |Open Feb. 19. House was picketed 
its vulgarity. I’m not squeamish; >Y the painters’ union despite the 
there are loud and showy musical | nature ef the incoming attraction. 
shows that still are terribly funny , Theatre is owned by the N. Y. Times, 
in spite of their vulgarity, for in- | and As being reconditioned at the 
stance, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Streets of | Publication’s expense as a gesture 
Paris’ and ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ | towards the players, who fled from 
which are at least fun. But this lat-| Vienna when the Nazis marched in. 
est Shubert show is just plain cheap.| Men engaged in decorating the 


No wonder your (addressing Harry 


house are regularly employed by the 


clined to agree. Show went on with 
artists making the scene charg es and 
working the lights. Understood the 











| stagehands did not picket after cer- | ‘Kiss’ Closes m Philly; 
|tain w.k.s had asked the union to ; 
B’way Repeat Is Off 


make an exception for the one-time 
show. 
Five magazine illustrators made 
large sketches, which constituted one| ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ which 
‘turn, the artists drawing at the same | operated profitably most of the time 
|time. One sketch was Walter Wil-|it played eastern stands this season, 
closed in Philadelphia Saturday (3) 
and the preduction brought back to 
Harry Cohn, pres of Colum- |New York. Plans called for a repeat 





liam Brown’s Tuck character in 
evening clothes, the others being 
nudes, 








Playing some out of town stands.| bia Picts, now in N. Y., bought the|on Broadway, but that is doubtful. 
Currently the outfit is laying off, it| lot at the dress rehearsal auction for; When such a booking was sought, 


being Stated that the company was | $100, Le Roy P. 
in need of a rest after rehearsing 14|cracking to : : 
presenting 21 different | ‘Harry, you've bought four A’s and | show management decided against 


weeks and 


ballets during the Center date. 
Group includes most of the top- 
notch toe artists, trained here and 
abroad. 
Understood that the venture was 
not designed for profit. Reported 
the production cost approxi- 
mated $200,000. Most of the back- 
is credited to Lucia Chase, 
Wealthy young socialite widow, one 
of the leading dancers in the troupe. 
St season she toured in a ballet 
‘Outfit, which she also backed, and 
uring that time developed the idea 
of the present venture with the prin- 


Cipal idea of stimulating interest in 


et. 


Succeeds Helen Arthur 


Ann Arbor, Mich., Feb. 6. 
Valentine B. Windt has been 
ye to succeed the late Helen 
rthur as director of the 1940 Ann 
bor dramatic season here. Windt 


director of dramatics at the U. of 
Ichigan, 








€ason, group’s 11th consecutive, | 
opens May 13 and continues to June hame-White and Anthony and Jane |for new talent. 
Windt is presently in New York | McGuire, who have a lease on the | 


™ search of plays and casts. 


(Sport) Ward)|the theatre end declined to accept 
the film producer: | the attraction on percentage, and the 


first-money ar- 











one B.’ The gag came from Joe| guaranteeing, or 
Laurie, Jr., who did the staging. | Tangements. 
Those who made the sketches be- ‘Kiss’ was one of the most success- 
| sides Brown were: McClelland Bar- |ful comedies on Broadway last sea- 
clay, Dean Cornwell, Wilber Bundy | son, running 35 weeks. It was among 
and John La Gatta. |those attractions which suffered 
| blighted boxoffice during the open- 
ing period of the World’s Fair, and 
OLIVIER LEIGH ‘ROMEO’ |the engagement at the Miller theatre 
9 was abruptly terminated. Play was 
GETS FRISCO BRE AK IN writien by Clare Boothe and pro- 
ri ,duced by Brock Pemberton, who 
jtoured it this season in association 
with O. E. Wee. 

_ Hollywood, Feb. 6. | Under that setup, ‘Kiss’ was pre- 
Laurence Olivier and Vivian Leigh vented at pop prices, usually $1.65 
open their stage production of top. and the same scale would have 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ in San Francisco applied had a repeat date on Broad- 
April 8. ; ; ‘way been arranged. It was road- 
After a three-week run in Chicago, chowed by Pemberton last season 
the play hits Broadway May 7%. and was also put on by various sum- 

|mer stock groups. 








ETHEL LEVEY’S COAST SUIT | 
Los Angeles, Feb. 6. | . e 
Ethel Levey filed suit in superior Miss Godfrey Joins Blau 
‘court to clear her title to a home in| Virginia Godfrey, formerly a stage 
i Beverly Hills, acquired in a property | director and stage manager on the 
| settlement through her divorce from Coast, has joined the Bela Biau of- 
| Claude Grahame-White last March. | fice. She'll also assist in staging the 
Suit was directed against Gra-|American Theatre Council auditions 





She’s the daughter of the late 


i property. |actor-director Sam Godfrey. 


Brown, manager of the theatre) | Times, They receive the same pay 
audiences get disgusted.’ scale as those in the union, also 
At same time, Mrs. Parry took her Working under the same conditions 
annual dig at the Manhattan critics, | 2% hours, but have refused to join 
blaming a few ‘perverse reviewers’ the painters erganization. Because 
for prematurely closing such attrac- | Reunion’ is a non-profit group, the 
tions as ‘Morning’s at Seven’ and picketing aroused criticism. - 
‘Very Warm for May,’ both of which | | Show is the second edition of 
she felt sure would have ‘delighted | ‘From Vienna,’ which was presented 
Nixon audiences’ and others on the | at the Music Box last summer. Num- 
road, too. Last year, Mrs. Parry ac-| ber of people in show business 
cused New York reviewers of being | backed the venture, which termi- 
Leftists, charging that was why they nated in the red. General plan calls 
flayed ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ | for the performers to get minimum 
and hailed what she called a less Pay, operating profits going to refu- 
superior attraction, ‘Abe Lincoln in gee relief. Show is being staged by 
Ili eis’ Ezra Stone, gratis, same going for 
a , others who are devoting their efforts 
Mrs. Parry is a former stage 


: : to the unfortunate visiters. 
actress, and under her maiden name, 
Florence Fisher, was peer Paty 
oe, ie for Males cguatsindey NITERY REVUE MAY BE 
: 6 -clusively e 
a shy ie wale = daily EXPANDED INTO LEGIT 


stint is of a general nature, but quite | 
frequently concerns itself with the 








,selling amusement tickets 


stage. | 


Reintroduces Ticket Bill 
Setting 75c Top Premium 


Albany, Feb. 6. 


Assemblyman MacNeil] Mitchell, 
New York Republican, has reintro- 
duced his bill transferring from sec- 
retary of state to municipal commis- 
sioners of licenses, or mayors, power 
to supervise, regulate and license 
agencies engaged in business of re- 
and to 
force printing on tickets of maxi- 
mum premium, not to exceed 75c 
over original price. 

Bill, after amendment, passed As- 
sembly and reached third reading in 
the state senate last year. Senator 
Frederic R. Coudert, Manhattan Re- 








publican, co-sponsored it. 


Show at the Royal Palms nitery in 
Miami may be expanded with sev- 


|eral skits and opened as a revue at 


'a New York theatre late in the 


‘spring to catch the World’s Fair 
trade. George Wood, New York 
agent, and George Jesse] would be 
| the backers. 

Wood has sent for Eddie Davis and 
Matt Brooks to look over the lay- 
out and suggest ideas for skits. Tony 
Martin is being mulled for the revue. 





Mears’ Coast ‘Dinner’ 
Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 


John Henry Mears took over the 
company management of Sam Harris’ 
Coast production of ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ which stars Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 

Play starts two-week run at the 
Biltmore theatre here Feb. 12 after 
two-day breakin at Santa Barbara, 
| Feb. 9-10. 
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B.B. Scribes’ Sellout 


Baseball writers’ annual dinner 
held at the Commodore hote! (N.Y.) 
Sunday (4) proved the most popular 
event of its kind this winter. High- 
lighting the evening was the pres- 
ence of former president Herbert 
Hoover, whose address electrified the 
diners and he was accorded the kind 
of ovation that rarely came his way 
in public life. 

Event drew newspaper men of all 
types, many from out of town. Re- | 
ported that 1,000 applications for 
tickets were rejected and the over-. 
flow attendance was attested by 
tables spotted all over the lot. After 
the feed, it was open house in ary 
number of suites hosted by baseball 
officials and newspaper publishers. 








Wins ‘Kampf’ Plagiarism Swit 

Federal Judge Edward A. Conger, 
in New York, granted a summary 
judgment on Saturday (3) to:Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co. against Stackpole 
Sons, Inc., and The Telegraph Press 
for the plagiarism of the: plaintiff's 
copyright to Hitler’s ‘Mein Kampf.’ 
The action will be referréd to a spe- 
cial master to determine damages 
and an accounting of profits. 

The plaintiff acquired the rights to 
the book in 1937, When the infring- 
ing issue was published the federal 
court denied an application for a 
temporary injunction, but the cir- 
cuit court of appeals on June 23, 
‘1939, reversed the decision and 
granted the injunction. Judge Con- 
ger, in granting the judgment, de- 
clared that there is no issue at stake 
as the circuit court has already de- 
termined an infringement. The de- 
fendant’s copy of the book was pub- 
lished March 1, 1939. 





ANG’s Awards for ‘Bests’ 

The American Newspaper Guild is 
to establish annual awards for bests 
in the various departments of jour- 
nalism. Nucleus of a fund for this 
purpose is to be raised at an auction 
sale to be held at the Heywood 
Bzoun memorial meeting on Monday 
(12) at the Manhattan Center, N.Y. 

Chief item to be auctioned will 
be a landscape painting by Broun. 
Other articles of his personal prop- 
erty will also be put on sale, to- 
gether with numerous. contribs. 
Among the latter will be first edi- 
tions of books by prominent authors. 

The New York Newspaper Wom- 
en’s Club last week made its annual 
awards for bests at its Front Page 
Ball, attended by Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and a host of other no- 
tables. Awards, which were made 
by Mrs. Roosevelt, and which con- 
sisted of $100 prizes, went to Sonia 
Tomara, of the N, Y. Herald Tribune, 
for the best ‘spot news’ reporting as 
a War Correspondent; Helen Worden, 
N. Y. World-Telegram, best news 


out®n afternoon paper on Saturdays. 

J.Curtis Alcock, half owner of the 
Messenger, who has been the paper's 
editdr, will be editor and general 
makager of the combined dailies. 
The Advocate marks its 75th year in 
Jurie. 


cui, however, leaving the city with- 





‘ British Mag Ed. in Life Deal 

‘Stefan Lorant, editor of Picture 
Post, British counterpart to Life mag, 
feft New York for London on Satur- 


day (3) after a visit of approximately 


a month. While in the U. S. he made 
a reciprocal arrangement with Life 
for exchange of pictures. He also 
purchased 20 articles on various 
aspects of American life. 

Lorant established Picture Post 
only a couple years ago folowing his 
escape from Germany. He authored 
the English non-fiction best seller, ‘I 
Was Hitler’s Prisoner.’ He is Hun- 
garian by birth. 





Mildred Oppenheim Broke 

Mildred Oppenheim, unemployed 
freelance writer, filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N. Y. federal court, 
listing no assets and liabilities of 
$3,714. The writer has been unem- 
ployed for the past two years, her 
last job being with 20th Century- 
Fox in 1938, when she earned $400. 

No theatrical personalities are 
among her creditors. 





Buffalo Daily Starts Feb. 26 
Group from the defunct Buffalo 
(N.Y.) Times, which has been at 
work for some time on a new paper, 
has set Feb. 26 as the starting date 
of publication. Daily, to be known 
as the Buffalo New Times, will serve 
in the evening field. - 
Intention of the sponsors is to 
fashion it as much as possible after 
the old Times. New daily is claimed 
to be well financed. 





‘Stalin’s Kampf’ 

‘Stalin’s Kampf’ is a new book 
Howell-Soskin is bringing out. It’s a 
compilation of the Soviet dictator’s 
newspaper writings, which M. R. 
Werner is editing. 

The Virginia Howell (Mussey)- 
Soskin firm has taken over as N. Y. 
agents for Stackpole, which had pub- 
lished a non-royalty edition of Hit- 
ler’s ‘Mein Kempf.’ 





LITERATI OBITS 

W. W. Dunkle, 66, former VARIETY 
correspondent in South Bend, Ind., 
‘who had also written for 25 years 
a column on show biz, ‘One on the 
Aisle,’ in the Sunday South Bend 
Tribune, died Jan. 27. 

Philip Francis Nowlan, 52, creator 
of the ‘Buck Rogers’ cartoon strip, 
died Feb. 1 at his home in Philadel- 





features; Virginia Pope, fashion edi- 
tor, N. Y. Times, for best column in 
specialized field, and Ruth Millett, 
NEA, best series of articles. 





Inner Circle to Reorganize 

As the result of action taken last 
week, the Inner Circle, New York 
organization of present and former 
political writers, voted Monday 
night (5) to reorganize. Present or- 
ganization is to be disbanded and the 
Inner Circle, Inc. formed. 

Under the new setup there will be 
two classeseof-. membership—active 
members, limited to working news- 
Papermen, and associate members. 
Voting power will be limited to ac- 
tive members, thereby removing the 
influence of non-active newspaper- 
men. Sway of these members led to 
the movement for reorganization. 

John L. Underhill, of the N. Y. 
Times, prez of the old Inner Circle, 
heads the new one, and other officers 
are Charles W. Van Devander, Post, 
v. p.; J. Murray Davis, World Tele- 
gram, treasurer, and John Wagner, 
Bronx Home News, sec. Plans are 
under way for the organization’s an- 
nual stunt dinner, postponed by the 
reorganization plan, 





Lee Mortimer Subs 

Bland Johaneson, picture critic for 
the N.Y. Mirror, has been ill for the 
past five weeks, Lee Mortimer cov- 
ering films in her absence. Nearly 
-60% of tab’s editorial staff has been 
depleted mostly because of grippe. 

Show business casualties have 
been running far over normal. 





2 Ky. Dailies Combined 

Consolidation of the two afternoon 
papers of Danville, Ky., the Ken- 
tucky Advocate and Danville Mes- 
senger, has been effected, and the 
combination, known as the Advocate- | 
Messenger, is to be published five 
days a week. Ker.tucky Advocate 
will continue to be published Sun- | 


phia. A former fiction writer, he cre- 
ated the ‘Buck Rogers’ strip about 
10 years ago. It caught on quickly 
and Nowlan gave up all other work 
to devote himself exclusively to the 
cartoon and its by-products. Strip’s 
artist is Dick Calking. 

Franklin Thomas Miller, 67, re- 
tired mag publisher, died Jan. 29 at 
hig home in Auburndale, Mass. He 
was for more than 30 years with the 
F. W. Dodge Co., publishers, rising 
to prez of the firm before severing 
his connection with the organization 
in 1918. He subsequently was af- 
filiated with a number of other pub- 
lishing houses, retiring in 1927. 

Walter Haldeman Pearce, 57, Chi- 
cago newspaperman and authority on 
racing and thoroughbred horses, died 
Jan. 29 in Miami. A grandson of 
Walter N. Haldeman, founder of the 
Louisville (Ky.) Courier, now the 
Courier-Journal, he did newspaper 
work in Chicago for many years. 

Lewis F. Scarboro, 63, former edi- 
torial writer for the Detroit Free 
Press, died Feb. 1 in Denver. At his 
death he was publisher of the Moun- 
tain States Banker, Denver. 

E. E. Kelley, 78, newspaperman and 
columnist, whose humorous para- 
graphs were widely quoted, died Jan. 
31 in Garden City, Kan. He con- 
ducted the ‘Grass Roots’ column in 
the Topeka (Kan.) Daily Capital. 

Ellison Young, managing editor of 
the Windsor (Ont.) Star since 1919, 
died Jan. 30 in that city. He joined 
the Star in 1918, when the paper was 
known as the Record. He had pre- 
viously served on the London (Ont.) 
Free Press and the St. Thomas (Ont.) 
Journal. 

Emma Shaw Colcleugh, 93, pioneer 
New England newspaperwoman, died 
Jan. 30 in St. Petersburg, Fla. She 
retired 10 years ago as woman’s page 
editor for the Providence (R. I.) 
Journal. She had been a newpaper- 
woman for 70 years. 

Aleksander Vidakovich, 44, former 





Relieve P. A.’s Strain 





Schenectady, Feb. 1, 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Thought you might be amused 
by an excerpt from a letter to 
Roger Hawthorne, publicity man 
for the third Byrd expedition in 
Little America. It indicates the 
agony of suspense suffered by a 
press agent at the South Pole 
who can’t buy the latest edi- 
tions and so doesn’t know 
whether his handouts are mak- 
ing them or the wastebaskets. 

The letter to Hawthorne from 
his wife in Ware, Mass., says: 
‘Your stories getting excellent 
play here, especially in New 
York Times and Herald Trib- 
une.’ 

The letter is being read by us 
Friday midnight, Feb. 2, in the 
bi-weekly ‘Byrd mail bag’ over 
WGEO, G-E shortwave station 
in Schenectady, which has car- 
ried personal letters to each of 
the Byrd expeditions. We get 
about 200 letters for each broad- 
cast. Each is limited to 50 
words. 

Bill Dinsmore, 
News Bureau, 

Gen. Electric Co. 
eA RIBOSE CEOS NRE EIA SEE OL 
correspondent for the N. Y. Times 
in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, died in that 
city Feb. 1. A well known literary 
figure in Yugoslavia, Vidakovich had 
also served on the Paris staff of the 
Times for a period. 











CHATTER 


Jane and Spencer M. Berger gath- 
ering material for a biog of John 
Barrymore. 

Margaretta Byers’ feature, ‘De- 
signing Women,’ now in 22 papers 
throughout the country. 

August Derleth is doing a biog of 
the late Winsor McCay, the cartoon- 
ist for the Hearst papers. 

Lucius Beebe has gotten up a rail- 
road album which Appleton-Century 
will publish in the spring. 

W. C. Fields at work on a small 
book to be called ‘Fields for Presi- 
dent,’ and Dodd, Mead hopes to pub- 
lish. 

That March Cost, down as the au- 
thor of the newly-published ‘The 
Dark Star,’ is really Peggy Morri- 
son. 

Bellamy Partridge leaves Florida 
to go to the Coast to work on the 
film version of his ‘Country Law- 
yer’. 

Elsa Welsh, the first Mrs. Tommy 
Manville, has had a novel published 
under the title of ‘Coast to Coast 
Wife’, 

Louis Regner, Rochester (N. Y.) 
Democrat-Chronicle reporter, elected 
prez of Rochester Newspaper Guild, 
succeeding George White, Times- 
Union. 





Barrymore Jolts 








Continued from page 43 








dressing room and some fancy word- 
age was overheard before the door 
was closed, Later she saw him in a 
night club (Monte Carlo), joined 
his party and they became reunited. 

Barrymore and Aldrich & Myers 
are doing a burn-at the 20th-Fox 
press release that Darryl Zanuck 
has bought ‘The Great Profile,’ by 
Melville Crossman, cealing with the 
troubles between a famous actor, his 
fourth wife and young daughter. 
Crossman is Zanuck‘s nom-de-plume. 
Studio statement. had it Zanuck 
wired Barrymore for the star part. 

It was Ethel Barrymore's advice 
that influenced her brother to play 
the role straight at ‘Children’s Broad- 
way debut. She counseled that the 
press and public still regarded a Bar- 
rymore seriously, and his clowning 
and buffoonery could be resumed in 
the course of the run. 

Captain Pierce Power-Waters, who 
figured in news stories from Chicago 
anent Barrymore and ‘Children,’ 
was reported owning an interest in 
the attraction. It’s stated that he 
has no connection with the show 
other than handling it as company 
manager. 

Jack L. Warner saw the Broadway 
opening of ‘My Dear Children’ before 
he went back to the Coast and is re- 
ported hot for it; also Bill Fadiman 
(Metro) has it in mind for William 
Powell and Paramount wants it with 
John Barrymore re-creating his stage 
role, He has done his film chores of 
late for Par, 

Meantime, Jerry Horwin, co-author 
of the play with Catherine Turney, 
is returning to the Coast next month 
to complete a play with James 
Gleason for George Abbott. Gleason 
has a month off from his film con- 
tract in March, With Abbott, Gleason 
did ‘Fall Guy’ some years ago. 





Plays Abroad 





FASICULE NOIR 


(‘Black Mobilization Papers’) 
Paris, Jan. 19. 


Drama in three acts by Louis Verneuil; 
presented by Albert Willemetz; staged by 


Verneuil; settings, Raymond Deshays. At 
the Bouffes Parisiens, Paris; $1.50 top. 

Magda Mullens....seeceseeeses Gaby Morlay 
Philippe Therland........+. Victor Francen 
Guereau....sceees PPT TLIT TTT Bellieres 
Wilhelm ..ccees sn ee'eas ba neaeksss cue 


‘Fasicule Noir’ brings together two 
of Paris’ most quoted legit and 
screen actors, Gaby Morlay and Vic- 
tor Francen, in a war-inspired melo- 
drama. The acting is superb but the 
theme of the play is time-worn and 
banal, dealing with espionage and 
counter-espionuge that manage to 
hold interest for two acts. But the 
third peters out to a finish that is 
telegraphed long in advance. 
Nevertheless, it’s a cinch for a 
few months, thanks to the individual 
acting of Miss Morlay and Francen, 
who give the play all its lift. An- 
other reason why it will catch on is 
its timeliness. The drama _ lacks 
originality though, a factor that's 
contentious since Louis Verneuil, its 
author, is being sued for plagiarism, 
the claim being made that a play 
with a similar plot was produced 
during the last war. 
There are many difficult moments 
but Francen and Miss Morlay handle 
them with skill. Latter supplies 
most of the intensely emotional 
scenes while Francen declaims to 
great length on patriotism, distrust 
and baseness of the ‘Huns’ and the 
necessity of crushing Germany in 
order to be assured of ‘eternal peace.’ 
Needless to say it gets a big hand. 
Belieres contributes mos. of the 
comedy relief. Squinquel, as the 
Nazi spy, is fairly convincing but 
the impression is that the character 
must have been pretty dumb to ig- 
nore what everyone else in the au- 
dience sensed far in advance. Ravo. 


BEAUTES DE FEMME 


(‘Woman’s Beauty’) 
Paris, Jan. 18. 

Revue in two acts (80 scenes), by Henri 
Varna; sets, Leo Lelievre, Mare Cab and 
Tutelier; dance sets, Helena Greasley; bal- 
let and classical dances. Skibine; music, 
Vincent Scotto, Lucien Pipon, Roger Roger, 
Oberfeld, Mireille, Michel Emer, Fernard 
Bouillon; costumes, Jenny Carre, R. Fost; 
orchestra led by Fernand Bouillon; pre- 
sented by Varna; at Alcazar, Paris. 





Henri Varna has produced an ex- 
cellent, provocative show with plenty 
of nudity, but as it is surrounded 
with plenty of lavishness and good 
taste, the result is a happy one, many 
of the sets easily vieing with those 
at the Casino de Paris, under the 
same management. 

Show is dedicated to the beauty 
of women, though some of the nudes 
detract rather than emphasize the 
title. But the best individual per- 
formance goes to a male. 

Spadolini, with a body that should 
satisfy some of the femme clients, 
and dancing skill that should appease 
both sexes, gives a performance of 
more than passing note. Either solo 
Or accompanied by one or more 
nudes in numbers that leave very 
little to the imagination, Spadolini 
shows first-rate execution. His bol- 
ero rates him highly at the start. 

Erni Erikay skillfully does a few 
acro dance numbers and body con- 
tortioning in abbreviated costumes. 
Jacky Coco and Pepino supply some 
pep in dancing, singing and gags. 

Two sepia femmes, Sadya and 
Sonia, the former producing a 
strange effect as bleached blonde, 
have a corner on most of the show's 
feminine talent, and do well in song 
and dance numbers. Gaby Marces 
ae a few stunts on the swinging 

ar. 

Helena Greasley’s six Helena Stars 
furnish the background of the show 
and are about the only undraped 
femininity on the stage. 

The most amusing turn is done by 
Albert Brouett, as the husband in 
Paradise who sees his wife on earth 
married to his best friend. The sit- 
uation that evolves forms the basis 
of the laughs, though it. certainly 
would be rough for Anglican audi- 
ences, Ravo. 





Nous Ne Somme Pas 


Maries 


(‘We Are Not Married’) 
Paris, Jan, 20, 
Comedy in three acts by Michel Duran; 
presented by Benoit-Levy Deutsch; staged 


by Pierre Blanchar; settings, Deshays. 
At the Saint Georges, Paris; $2 top. 

Fernand Dubois...scccccees Pierre Blanchar 
| er eee Coedeocccccvccccs Assia 
CIOMONE. i02:0006 ecccccceeee Georges Lannes 
See eoccccccccenccec Alice Didier 
RIOUBEKGEDED s 606060.56660060060008 M. Pierry 
i | 2 re TYTTT TT eee-Michele Alfa 


Clever, witty comedy should have 
a long, successful run in Paris, but 
is taboo from the outset in foreign 
marts since it is a preachment 
against marriage. Interspersed with 
plenty of humor and gags, excellent 
acting, first-rate plot development 
and lookers, the play holds interest 
to the final curtain. 

Leading the cast is Pierre Blanchar, 
who shows himself completely at 
home as the young painter who calls 





off his marriage to his mi 
test of his love for ner when tat 
comes involved with another wom 
Blanchar asks himself where 
fidelity begins and ends, and whethe 
it is better to betray one's wife dise 
creetly or to make her unhappy } 
being frank about one’s peccadillos 
So, he reasons, remaining faithful 
to his mistress would be a question 
of honor while fidelity in marriage 
would merely be an _ obligation, 
Michele Alfa, as the desi 
‘other woman,’ has the most difficult 
and thankless role of all, but acquits 
herself with skill. Assia, as the mis. 
tress, and Georges Lannes turn in 
first-rate performances. Marguerite 
Pierry, as the dumb, inquisitive 
housekeeper, supplies much of the 
comedy and smooths some tense mo. 
ments. Ravo, 


Ticket Code 
Continued from page 43 asl 


followed, but he was not informed 
of a subsequent board session when 
the fine was imposed, which was to 
be part of the procedure, he avers, 


Agency counsel further sets forth 
that the arrangement between the 
agencies and the enforcement boards 
is that an observer, or spokesman 
for the brokers shall be invited 
to attend any meeting during 
which charges against brokers are 
decided on, even though such rep- 
resentative has no vote. At Friday’s 
hearings charges of ‘gypping’ by 
another of the ATTA group were 
heard and the board decided on a 
‘suspended sentence.’ That brought 
another vigorous objection from the 
broker end and this case, too, will 
be disputed. A representative of the 
ATTA is supposed to be present at 
every hearing on code violations, 
whether or not the broker is a mem- 
ber of the independent ticket group, 
it is claimed. 


Friday’s meeting included a dis- 
cussion over alleged failure of en- 
forcement and ‘lack of appreciation’ 
by the board of efforts by ATTA to 
follow the regulations. Charged that 
the board seemed less interested in 
making the code effective than in 
allegedly forcing certain brokers out 
of business. There are 38 agencies 
signatory to the code, and it may be 
significant that there are but little 
more than half that number of legit 
theatres lighted. However, the busi: 
ness is not confined to shows. 


There seems to be a difference of 
opinion over the preponderance of 
agencies over theatres. Some show- 
men believe the more there are the 
wider the distribution. Others fige 
ure that so many agencies open the 
way to ticket abuses. Larger agene 
cies could hardly favor such a num- 
ber of brokers, since it means that 
they cannot obtain the number of 
tickets they are able ‘o sell, particu- 
larly for the ‘hits. 


Broker accused of over-charging 
is Joey Gold. A woman claimed she 
paid more for two Empire tickets 
(‘Life With Father’) than the rules 
permit. She said she had com- 
plained before about the broker on 
the same grounds, but could not ex- 
plain why she continued to do busi- 
ness with the agency if the service 
was not satisfactory. Amount of the 
over-charge was claimed to b> $2.48. 

















Ticket Bill Moves Up 
Albany, Feb. 6. 


The Mitchell bill, amending the 
general business law to place the 
power of licensing and supervising 
ticket agencies with the commis- 
sioner of licenses in New York or 
with the chief executive officer of 
cities without such a commissioner, 
was, in slightly revised form, ad- 
vanced to third reading on the As- 
sembly calendar. 


Under terms of the act agencies 
would be required to file penalty 
bonds in the sum of $1,000; theatres 
and other places of amusement oF 
entertainment would be obliged, on 
request of the commissioner of A- 
cense, to ‘supply such information 
as may be required concerning the 
business, business practices or busi- 
ness methods of any licensee’; the 
commissioner would have the power 
to promulgate such rules and regu- 
lations as may be deemed necessary 
for the protection of the public, 
Owners and operators of theatres, 
etc., would be required to print oF 
endorse on tickets the maximum 
premium (not to exceed 75c.) at 
which such tickets may be resold. 

Violations of the provisions, which 
would set up local rather than state 
supervision of ticket agencies, are 
made punishable by fines up to $250, 





imprisonment up to a year, or both. 
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‘LINCOLN’ TOPS 
CHI WITH 
$18.500 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

continues to give its best 
money to. ‘Abe Lincoln in Mlinois’ 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ with 
both shows holding to a remarkably 
strong near-capacity pace. ‘Three 
After Three’ came into the Erlanger 
Jast week for a four-week stay, but 
wasn’t treated too well by the dailies, 
However, a musical is still a musical 
in this convention city, and the show 
came through with good money on 
its get-away stanza. Other musical 
is ‘Hot Mikado,’ which will scram 
town Saturday (10) after five weeks, 

On Sunday (4) the Selwyn re- 
lighted with a new comedy, “Thanks 
for My Wife,’ with Alan Dinehart, 
Glenda Farrell and Lyle Talbot. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘abe Lincoln in Hilinois,’ Grand 
(4th week) (1,300; $2.75). Solid 
business at all times and held to wal- 
loping $18,500 again. 

‘Hot Mikado, Auditorium (4th 
week) (4,000; $2.20). Will go one 
more week. Snagged fairish $12,000 
last week. 

‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Harris 
(6th week) (1,000; $2.75). Continues 
powerful pace, with no indications of 
letting up for several weeks yet. 
Mighty biz at $18,000. 

‘Three After Three,’ Erlanger (Ist 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Musical wasn’t 
received well by crix, but music and 
gals managed to overcome newspa- 
pers for $17,000 opener. 


PONS-KOSTELANETZ 
JOINTLY INDOORS 


Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz, 
who drew record grosses in a series 
of joint concert appearances out- 
doors last summer, will play their 
first concert engagements together 
indoors during the coming spring. 
With the coloratura as guest soloist 
and her husband guest-conducting, 











they will appear with the Cleveland 
symphony, April 17; Minneapolis 
symphony, April 21; Denver sym- 


phony, April 26, and the Chicago 
symphony, April 28. They’re also 
set to repeat their outdoor tour this 
summer. 
Miss Pons, who drew a capacity- | 
us audience at Carnegie Hall, 
. ¥., Jan. 28, in her only recital 
appearance in New York in two sea- 
sons, wound up her current Metro- 
politan Opera dates Friday (3) and 
had a recital date in Washington 
last night (Tuesday). Now goes to 
Florida for a month's rest, after 
which she returns to the Met for 
four more weeks. 


Magis’ H’wood W’k Pulls 





$7,500; ‘People’ Moves sinning nation-wide tour in ‘The Lit- | listed among prospects, Nixon looks 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES a 


VARIETY 45 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Higher and Higher’—Dwight 
Deere, Wiman. 

‘The Weak Link’—Chester Er- 
skin, Phil Adler. 

‘Margin for Error’ 
Aldrich and Myers. 

‘Another Sun’—Chery! Craw- 
ford, 

‘Leave Her te Heaven’—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 





‘Wife,’ Hit by Iiness 





Milwaukee, Feb. 6. 

Troupers’ battle cry, ‘The show 
must go on,’ went into reverse here | 
last week when sickness caused can- | 
cellation of three performances of | 
‘Thanks for My Wife,’ starring Alan | 
Dinehart, Glenda Farrell and Lyle | 
Talbot. Opening Sunday night (28) | 
to good biz in the Davidson, ‘the cast | 


(road)— 


remained intact until Tuesday (30), ‘The Unconquered’ — George 
when ee Fone suffered a se-| Abbott, 

vere attack of laryngitis. Mrs. Dine- | ‘The Burni Deck’ — 
hart, although not a member of the; small. a er 


company, was familiar with the role | 
from observation and stepped into 
the part that night. 

But by Wednesday morning Glenda 
Farrell was down with a similar 
throat ailment and there was no one 
to take her place, so Wednesday 
matinee and night and Thursday 
night shows were cancelled. The 
midweek shutdown crimped the 
week’s take to an estimated $4,000. 


SCANDALS’ BIG 
$77,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 
Name of George White ‘Scandals’ 
apparently still b.o. magic on road. 
Despite lukewarm reviews and 
tough eompetition from Sonja Henie 


‘Life With Father’ (Chicago) — 
Oscar Serlin. 


Philly Crix Nix, But 
“Sth Column’ Draws 














Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
Last week’s biz must be marked 
down as strictly ‘in-between.’ ‘The 
Fifth Column,’ Theatre Guild pro- 
duction of the Ernest Hemingway 


mixed notices. However, players, 
especially Franchot Tone, had draw 
and show was on ATS subscription. 
Trade therefore didn’t dip as indi- 
cated by notices, with $13,000 intake 
on the week. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ didn’t 
make enough in its third week, 


OK $13,000 in Philly 


drama at the Forrest, got decidedly | 


Ice Revue and ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
opening, revue grabbed approxi- 
mately $27,000 last week at Nixon to 
make it season’s runner-up. Topped 


added at the last minute, to warrant 
holding for a fourth at the Locust. 
However, with $8,000 for the final 
stanza, the three weeks’ session at 


$1 top must be set down as 
profitable. 

~ Estimates fer Last Week 

‘The Fifth Celumn,’ Forrest (1,800; 
$2.50) (1st week). Notices mixed, 
with nixes in majority. Subscrip- 
tion aid, plus draw of players, how- 
ever, held up b.o. nicely and even 
jumped at weekend. Accounted for 
okay $13,000. ‘Streets of Paris’ next 


only by ‘Leave It To Me’, which got 
almost $30,000 at same top, $3.30. 
Nixon has ‘Tobacco Road’ current, 
sixth time and eighth week it’s 
played here and looks like long- 
runner still has plenty of stuff left. 
Big advance should push it easily 
into comfortable five-figure brackets. 
Monday (12). 


’ e e 
‘Me N.G. 36 m Memphis ‘Kiss the Boys Goedbye,’ Locust 


e oe (1,500; $1) (3rd week). Management 

With Tough Opposition hoped to hold it for fourth week, but 

| last week’s pace wasn’t quite enough 

'to warrant that; $8,000—good for 
Memphis, Feb. 6. .|scale. ‘Little Foxes’ in Monday. 

‘Leave It to Me’ came out third | 

best last week in tussle with Dixie} 


snowdrifts and Gone with the! NIXON, PITT, BOOKINGS 
HEAVIEST IN YEARS 


garnered approximately $3,000, poor, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 


in a matinee and night stand at Ellis 
Auditorium. 
Badly attended matinee show 
prompted Victor Moore to make a 
curtain speech at the finale. Veteran Prospects of couple of dark weeks 
for Nixon, town’s only legit site, dis- 
was losing coin. Appealed for din-| solved few days ago with flurry of 
ner hour telephone campaign to) bookings which fills house solidly 
bring out night crowd. Folks must) through March. Following ‘Tobacco 


comic said show had encountered 

bad weather all through Texas and 

have taken his advice. Night house | Road’ currently, Walter Huston in 
was okay. 























‘ . | Baltimore by UBO, comes in, fol- 
‘Springtime’ Cheerful 11G, towea by Earl Carroll 


° ° | Katharine Cornell in ‘No Time for 
Despite Wash. Panning Comedy’ is set for Feb. 26, and will 
Washington, Feb. 6. 








Hollywood Playhouse relighted 
with moveover run of ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple,” shifted from Assistance League | 
Playhouse (1) after six weeks of, 
brisk biz at the few-hundred seater. | 
Locals are speculating what the 
satire on the cinema colony will do| 
in the 1,130-seat Playhouse. 

‘International Magicians’ winds up | 

s s up 
Profitable two weeks at El Capitan 
Se) with house going temporarily 
jark, First week's take estimated at 
’round $7,500. Legit activities down- 
Own resume (12), when Sam Harris 
Presents Alexander Woollcott in 

Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 








‘Mamba’s’ $2.78 Top Too 
High for Balto; NG $9,700 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 

Good advance interest and steady 
demand at b.o. pointing to satisfac- 
bd Goings for ‘Leave It to Me,’ at 
ord’s currently. Although legit 
ps has been amply booked here, 
Usicals have been scarce and $2.78 
on set for Gaxton-Moore-Tucker 
ar should reelect itself in biz. Set 
Life ow is Chicago company of 
book. With Father,’ coming to indie 
of ed Maryland Feb. 12, with one 
th lggest_ mail order advances in 
eatre’s history. 
at F t week, ‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ 
rom ord’s attracted a steady demand 
in upper floors and some glow- 
ne ributes from the local crix, but | 
_ lower-floor attendance s. Wound 
P with an estimated $9,700 for the 


FY eek, With ) agi . 9% 
iN-advisea, the top of $2.78 proving 





|stered by publicity of the Chicago 


| be followed in turn by Cornelia Otis 
Edward Everett Horton’s ‘Spring-| Skinner in week of repertory 
time for Henry,’ at National, had to | ‘Streets of Paris’ and Paul Muni’s 
buck Birthday Ball celebrations and, | «Key Largo.’ 
though critics went to town on star, | : ae ’ ; , 
most treated play as distinctly un- | What with ATS still owing Nixon 
important, or worse. Week finished | Subscribers three shows, two of 


with approximately $11,000 at $2.75) Which will be ‘Philadelphia Story’ | 


top, profitable. ; and ‘Time of Your Life,’ and ‘Hellz- 
Current is Tallulah Bankhead, be-| apoppin’ and ‘Easy Virtue’ still 


tle Foxes.’ Her usual aura is height- 


; : -| headed for its longest season in 
cece agp p Rg age ging s | years, better than 30 weeks at least. 


ficial society is turning out abund- | House has already played 17 shows 
antly. for single-week stands with total 
gross of around $250,000. 


Future Plays 


‘A Man and His Gods’, by Tar- 
quiny C. Pironti, will see Broadway 
| production if plans of the T. & W. 
Production Co., its sponsors. mater- 


‘Virtue’ 10'4G in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Feb. 6. | 

‘Easy Virtue,’ starring Constance | 
Bennett and Richard Ainley, bol- 











jewelry stickup, finished week stand ' 
at American theatre Saturday (3) 
with a good b.o. take of approxi- 


mately $10,500. Miss Bennett sup- | jajize, Roy Francis Miller will 
plemented robbery publicity by aur | ctage, 
tographing $90 worth of paper for | «Woodrow Wilson,’ tragedy con- 


the Finnish cause at the Wednesday 
matinee and making a p.a. at the 
Southwest Sportsmen's Show at the 
Municipal Auditorium. 


| cerning the last three years of Wil- 
;son’s presidency, by Howard Koch 
'and John Huston, has been acquired 
. by John Houseman for Broadway 
American is dark currently, but | p;oduction next fall. Orson Welles, | 
relights Sunday (11) with Bill Rob- | Houseman partner, will not be asso-_ 
inson in ‘The Hot Mikado,’ which | ciated with ‘Wilson.’ Huston is the | 
will be followed a week later by | on of Walter Huston. 
George White's ‘Scandals.’ | ‘Bright Rock,’ Graham Green novel 


‘which the late Sidney Howard was to 
Engagements 





‘have dramatized for Gilbert Miller, 
has been submitted to Reginald Den- 
'ham and Edward Percy for treat- 





Family.’ Taken from social service | 
|records, it’s described as a comedy- 
The Ann Watkins agency 


Joyce Arling, Nita Naldi, ‘Worth a 
Million.’ 

A. G. Andrews, 
‘Leave Her to Heaven.’ 

Harry Lane, Kaie Dee, 
ger to Bali.’ iby Jerome Mayer, is slated for pro- 
- George Loyd, Frank Downing, Al-/ duction early in March by George 
fred Hesse, Ivan Triesault, ‘The Abbott. Rehearsals start Monday 
Burning Deck.’ | (12) and a tryout opens at the Mary- 

Lee Dixon, ‘Higher and Higher.’ land theatre, Baltimore, March 4. | 


Diantha Pattison, ‘Philadelphia | ment. 
Story.’ | Hortense Alden, the actress seen | 
June Johnson Meredith, ‘Hellza- | last in ‘Here Come the Clowns.’ has 
poppin.’ | written her first play, ‘The Orbis 
| 


Hilda Plowright, | drama. 
| has it. 
‘A Passen- | ‘Goodbye in the Night,’ melodrama, 


‘Vanities.’ | 


a aaa 


Bway in Slump; ‘Children’ Loud 
B. 0. Entry; DuBarry’s’ $30,000 
Tops With ‘Dinner’, ‘Father’, ‘Animal’ 











Estimates fer Last Week 


[Key: C (comedy); D 
‘R (revue); M (musical); F (farce); 
O (operetta.) ] 


| ‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 46th Street 
' (9th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Busi- 
/ness last week was offish and that 
went for the gross topper, which, 
however, bettered the $30,000 mark. 

‘Geneva,’ Miller. Closes Saturday 
after two mild weeks; so-so notices: 
around $5,000 in first seven times. 


| ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (72d 
| week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Riding high; 
| takings close to $28,000 and easily 
| contender for first gross honors with 
'‘DuBarry’; played Finnish fund bene- 
‘fit Sunday (4). 

| ‘Key Large,’ Barrymore 
| week) (D-1,096; $3.30). 


$10,000; profitable on operation. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (13th 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Socko com- 
edy is in for long run; getting $19,000 
and more weekly; Chicago company 
readying. 

‘Man Whe Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (16th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Just as strong and only affected last 
week in number of standees; around 
$20,500; Chicago company prospering 
and Coast show about to open. 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (14th 











‘LADIES’ HEFTY 
$19,200 IN HUB 


Boston, Feb. 6. 
‘Night Music,’ by Clifford Odets, 
| opens here Thursday (8) without op- 
position. “Two For the Show’ closed 
two weeks’ tryout Saturday (3), and 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ finished off 
itwo good weeks the same night. 
| ‘My Hearts in the Highlands’ 
| played only three days at Peabody 
|Playhouse under auspices of New 
|England Repertory Co. last week, 
folding Thursday night (1), when 
'odered to take miners out of cast by 
state authorities. 
Estimates for Last Week 





.; Somewhat early 
(drama); | closed with 


(10th | 
; Doing fairly | P 
well and is soon to leave town for | 1,715; $3.30)—Final and 34th week; 
tour that ends on Coast; rated above | business fairly good, but about ready 


} 


week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Wavered 
last week, then 
rush, takings being 
about $11,500. Advance this week 
indicates higher level. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco (Ist 
week) (C-1,077; $3.30). Opened with 
bang and playing to standee at- 
tendance; $12,000 in first five times 
and looks like $18,000 and more 
weekly. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi (19th 
week) (C-1,434; $1.10). Doing fair- 
ish business; one-setter approxi- 
mates $5,000, as last week, and turns 
some profit. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (16th week) 
(C-961; $3.30)—Clicking long to ex- 
cellent attendance and ditto grosses; 
last week’s take again flirted with 
$16,000 level. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Majestic ‘(R- 





for the road; takings quoted around 
$17.000 again. | 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (4th 
week) (C-1,964; $3.30). Among the 
elite of legit list in matter of diver- 
sion; getting capacity, which is about 


‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(44th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Was 
penciled out of town but business 
continues flourishing and engage- 
ment extends into March, maybe 
longer; $16,000. 

‘Time ef Your Life,’ Guild (15th 
week) (CD-956; $3.30). Held its 
pace upon removal here from Booth 


and should last well into spring 
period; quoted around $10,000. 
‘Tebacee Road,’ Forrest (32I1st 





week) (C-1,107; $1.65). New shows 
'epen and close, but this stayer keeps 
, Tight on playing; not much profit, 
_but road show brings in the bacon; 
| $4,000, and slightly more. 

| ‘*Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (15th 
| week) (M-1,468; $4.40) Right up in 
the big money and figured stayin 
|here to greet second season -o 
World’s Fair; $25,000. 

‘Two fer the Shew,’ Booth (R-704; 
$3.30)—Presented by Gertrude Macy 
and Stanley Gilkey, dialog and lyries 
by Nancy Hamilton; score by Mor- 
gan Lewis; opens Thursday (8). 

Twe on an Island,’ Broadhurst (2d 
week) (CD-1,116; $3.30)—Affected 
by the downward trend, as indicated 
by last week’s $9,000 gross: better 
business looked for this week. 

‘When We Are Married.’ Lyceum 
(6th week) (C-1,005; $2.75). Some- 





thing of a mystery show, but actually 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Colonial | a comedy; cut-rates getting this one 
1 (2d wk) (1,643; $3.30)—Held hefty | by. but that’s about all; $3.000. 


| $19,200 for closing stanza. 


iwk) (1,590; $3.30)—Biz dropped off 
| slightly from initial week’s take, but 
ishow now running smoothly as re- 


| ‘Passenger to Bali,’ switched from pace of opening week, taking about | 


| 


Elliot. 
efter 


‘Young Couple Wanted.’ 
Taken off last Saturday (3) 


‘Twe Fer the Show,’ Shubert (2d| Playing one week and four days to 


slim trade, 
ADDED 


Taming of the Shrew,’ Alvin. 


|sult of stay-over here for revisions. | Lunt-Fontanne revival; brought back 


Last-final week around $11,000. 





‘TMAT Forces Grisman | 
To Pay Atwell, Stein 


| 
| 


|Ben Atwell and $328 to Norman 


Sam H. Grisman must pay $427 to} 


|for one week as benefit for Finnish 
relief fund; opened Monday (5) 
gayly. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (114th 
week) (R-961; $1.65)—Sponsors not 
worrying about this long running in- 
timate revue; labor unionists show 
| bettering $7,500 and making money. 
| Juno and the Paycock,’ Mansfield— 

ommands a fairly strong draw; ex- 
pected to make goodly stay: further 





| Stein for their work in connection | !mprovement last week, with takings 


| with the recent showing of the Max 
| Rheinhardt Workshop in San Fran- 
| cisco, 
'day (Tuesday) by 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
union. Atwell was advance man 
,and Stein company manager for the 
enterprise. 
Men went to the Coast on virtually 
a speculative basis, but the show | 
'folded there after a week. TMAT | 
ruled that its regulations covered no 
such contracts as Grisman had with | 
| Atwell and Stein, so he was ordered | 
to pay the standard rate. 








‘Road’ Gets Big $9,000 


In 6th Buff. Showing 
Buffalo, Feb. 6. | 


‘Tobacco Road,’ at the Erlanger | 
last week for its sixth return show- 
ing here, was powerful, getting ap-| 
proximately $9,000. Gross was only | 
slightly under the show’s local top 
take of nearly $9,500 last season. 

A probable repeat booking before | 
spring is in prospect. | 


Evans’ 6!4G in K. C, 


Kansas City, Feb. 6. | 

Music Hall in the city auditorium | 
was a sell-out matinee and evening | 
last Saturday (3) for Maurice Evans’ | 
full-length ‘Hamlet.’ | 

Top of $2.80 prevailed for both} 
performances, and evening house 
was sold out early in week. These 
figures in this 2,700-seat house added 
up approximately to $7,600, a one- 
day sockaroc. ' 





under a ruling issued yester- | 
the Theatrical | 


over $8,000. 


| Folies Bergere,’ Broadway—Dis- 
| appointment; closes Sunday (11) and 


due to tour. 





























| Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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America’s Distinetive Entertainer 




















Now Playing 


SUNNY ISLE CLUB 
Miami Beach, Florida 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 
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Broadway 


Frank Richardson out after influ- 
enza attack. 





Treasurers Club’s 5lst annual 
benefit March 17, 
Harry Mayer left yesterday 


(Tues.) for Florida. 

Wayne Pierson around after month 
at home with grippe. 

Joe Moskowitz’s on-and-off-again 
Coast trip is off again. 

Pegleg Bates, hoofer, arrived in 
New York (3) from Holland. 


Lucille Watson left Monday (5) to 
do ‘Waterloo Brigge’ for Metro. 


Baseball writers’ dinner at Com- 
modore Sunday (4) was a standout. 


Mary Martin vacated New York 
- Thursday (1) for a vacation in 
Florida. 

Ned Armstrong agenting Chicago 
‘Life with Father’ company, Harry 
Kline back. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., retreated to hay 
for 24 hours after Illustrators show 
which he staged. 

Pat C. Flick turned down the Sam 
Levene role in the road company of 
‘Margin for Error.’ 


Sol and Julius Gordon, Par part- 
ners in western Texas, back to head- 
quarters at Beaumont. 


Mrs. Edmund F. Clark, wife of 
RKO Latin America chief, arrived in 
New York, yesterday (6). 


Grippe and flu epidemic blamed 
for bad cafe biz. It’s a switch on 
‘they’re all away in Florida.’ 


George D. Lottman plans making 
Florida his permanent home, starting 
some time in March or April. 


Dorothy Kilgallen, Journal-Ameri- 
can columnist, collabing on scripts 
and stories with Jerry Horwin. 


Ernest: Lubitsch to Puerto Rico to- 
morrow (Thursday), taking with him 
a pile of scripts while vacationing. 


Carl Brandt, the literary agent, 
and wife, Carol Hill, heading west 
this week for a fortnight’s vacash. 


Parke Levy and Allan Lipscott 
have signed to write the sketches 
for the musical, ‘Keep Off the Grass.’ 


George Lessey, of ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ cast, leaves for the 
Coast next week on a Metro contract. 


Oscar Levant is suddenly the new- 
est ‘hot’ copy kid. Plenty of space 
for the songwriter-comedian-author. 


Sidney Freidberg, with the Phil- 
lips & Nizer law firm, preparing to 
walk the plank with Bernice Rocker, 
non-pro. 


Gypsy Camp, Yorkville czbaret, 
filed a petition for reorganization, 
listing assets of $6,972, and liabilities 
of $5,900. 

Plenty of grippe casualties early 
this week, Jake Wilk and John 
Byram being among the film execs 
kept abed. 


Lewis Harmon named associate to 
Leo Freedman as p.a. on Dorothy 
Thompson-Fritz Kortner play, ‘An- 
other Sun.’ 

Bill Fadiman, ~Metro’s_ eastern 
story ed, trained Coastward Friday 
(2) for a month of confabs with 
studio execs. 

Maurice Golden winds up as a 
country gentleman Sunday (11); the 
mutton-chops on his kisser made his 
head too envious. 

Transportation agents for a major- 
ity of the railroads tossed a luncheon 
for I. Lincer, transportation chief of 
20th-Fox, last week. 

John Balderston, who’s just fin- 
ished the script of ‘Victory’ for Para- 
mount, due Monday (12) from the 
Coast for a vacation. 

New York editors and their chil- 
dren will be hosted at a special 
matinee showing of ‘Pinocchio’ at the 
Center, Saturday (10). 

Farewelling Vincent Trotta and 
Don Velde, parties presented former 
with a set of matched golf sticks and 
Velde with traveling bags. 

Ben Bernie, discharged from his 
appendectomy, back again to his 
Miami Beach home, and resumes fly- 
ing up for his Sunday broadcasts. 

Ann Solomon (Taylor), Harry 
Kalcheim’s sec at Paramount, goes 
on a maternity leave the end of this 
week; bambino expected in April. 

Herman Citron is ducking south 
tomorrow (Thursday). He’ll huddle 
with Al Delmonico and Pete Sulli- 
van on some Miami Beach shows. 

Irving Zussman-Milton Rubin are 

a.s who have a piece of a nitery, 
La Conga, and Monte Proser, ex-p.a., 
is head man of his own Beachcomber. 

Richard Whorf, in ‘Taming of the 
Shrew,’ at the Alvin, dickering with 
Walter Wanger for a one-picture 
deal this spring. Will mark his film 
debut. 

Harry Rubin, projection head of 
Paramount at the home office, heads 

south tomorrow (Thurs.) to hobnob 
with IA men and others now in 
Miami. 

Carl Timin, formerly of the Para- 
mount shorts department, in charge 
of the program for the Four A’s 
show and ball at the Waldorf on 


April 21. 

ilton Berle, due back from 
Florida vacation, returns Monday 
(12) to cast of ‘See My Lawyer,’ at 
the Adelphi. Paul Stewart subbed 
for him. 

Forrest Tucker, who just com- 
pleted first screen role in “The West- 
erner’ for Sam Goldwyn, visiting in 
New York. He’s a former army ar- 
tilleryman. 

Jack Forrester, American film pro- 


———$——————— 


ducer in Paris, and Irvin Marks, play 
broker abroad, both due back from 
France, after long residence there, 
in the near future. x 

Tess Michaels, UA publicity de- 
partment, left for the Coast yester- 
day (Tuesday) to work on fan mags 
and tieups with Frank Seltzer, Hal 
Roach pub-ad head. ; 

Olga Baclanova, resuming as a 
songstress at the Hotel Plaza’s Per- 
sian Room, being succeeded the 15th 
by Anne Francene, socialite song- 
stress, long at Coq Rouge. 

Dorothy Wygall, showgirl who was 
set to go into ‘Streets of Paris’ right 
after the International Casino folded, 
was forced by illness to give up the 
part. She’s in the Fifth Ave. hos- 
pital. si 
Cliff Lewis, Paramount publicity 
chief, back to the Coast Thursday 
(1) after a 10-day visit, stopping off 
at branches in Chicago and Kansas 
City en route. Arrives in Hollywood 
end of this week. 








Alexander Dumas is to be project- 
ed on the Italian screen. Director 
Guido Brignone is working on 
scenario of ‘Kean,’ by Dumas. Italy’s 
leading independent, Scalera Film, 
will produce. 


At Cinecitta, director Augusto Ge- 
nina is preparing a picture based on 
the Alcazar episode of the Spanish 
civil war. Fosco Giachetti and Mi- 
relle Balin, from Paris, are handling 
the leading roles. Miss Balin is also 
scheduled for a local film on the 
World War. 


A series of action picts will be 
turned out by a newly formed com- 
pany, Salgari Film. Emilio Salgari 
batted out thrilling tales about 20 
years ago, dealing with India, Asia, 
the wild west, Africa and other re- 
gions, none of which he ever saw, for 
school kids. 


New decree has been issued estab- 
lishing maximum earnings per pic 
for actors and directors. Both actors 
and directors each will be allowed 
maximum of 80,000 lire (about $4,- 
000) a film. Same decree also says 
actors will not be allowed to work 
more than 45 days per pic while di- 
= are allowed double that pe- 
riod. 





‘Gay White Way’ 


Continued from page 1 














publicity chief, away sick, stressed 
that the 1940 N. Y. Fair was going to 
be geared for popular appeal above 
all else. He cited the 50c scale, with 
25c for youngsters, and estimated 
that a family of four could cover the 
whole fair for $10. He said there 
was going to be no advance estimate 
of attendance and that the pass situ- 
ation for the working press already 
has been cleared up. 


Industrial firms, owning their own 
buildings, already are 85% signed up 
for this year, according to Stitt. He 
said that probably only the Russian 
building would be missing in the 
foreign zone, but that additional na- 
tions from the Latin-Americas would 
have representation. 


The exposition’s midway has been 
designated as the Gay White Way 
because the lighting, a headache and 
disappointment last year, will be 
standout. Lighting system, con- 
ceived by Albert Johnston, already 
has undergone tests and been found 
satisfactory. There will be six times 
the light intensity there was in 1939, 
the tests showed. Every new pact 
signatured with a concessionaire on 
the Gay White Way contains a stip- 
ulation requiring plenty of lighting 
for his show. 

Amusement zone will go in more 
for villages, fair already having 
deals nearly set for two villages. 
Additionally, several propositions for 
other new shows are nearing consum- 
mation. Zone is to be more compact, 
ending in the vicinity of Nils T. 
Granlund’s Sunworshippers show of 
1939. The Parachute tower likely 
will be moved inside the new limits 
near the center of the Gay White 
Way. 

Proposed Americana show will be 
located near the old N.T.G. show 
site. This will have a seating capac- 
ity of nearly 7,000. Billy Rose is set 
on his Aquacade again this year 
with virtually the same setup. He 
also is considering the possibilities 
of a glorified nitery patterned along 
the lines of his Diamond Horseshoe 
in Manhattan. Mike Todd also has 
several show ideas under considera- 
tion. 

Trend towards more villages is 
viewed in exposition circles as a 
happy and logical solution of 
squawks regarding nudity, which 
arise at every fair. By spotting so- 
called girl nudie shows inside these 
villages, the blatant spieling on the 
midway is eliminated, as was the 


case at Chicago. 











Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 


Harry Baur to North Africa for 

tour. 

Andre Carmona, producer-direc- 

tor, is dead. ated 
ie 


Louis Belune, 63, pianist, 
after long illness. ; 
~ Edwige Feuilliere, French pic star, 
planning South American tour. 
Closing time for cinemas at Tou- 
louse extended until 11:30 p. m. 
Leonide Moguy, film director, mar- 
ried to Gudrun Karner-Nielsen. 
Maurice Rostand has written new 
er. ‘Roi de France,’ for Harry 
aur. 


Georges Monca, one of the oldest 
French pic directors and silent film 
pioneer, died. = ¥ 
Sacha Guitry on the Riviera, writ- 
ing scenario for new pic. He's post- 
poned his American trip. | 
French ~ press clamoring for 
Charles Boyer to return to finish ‘Le 
Corsaire’ from Hollywood. ; 
Yves Mirande’s ‘Paris-New York, 
with Gaby Morlay, Michel Simon, 
Jules Berry and Andre Lefaur, com- 
pleted. : 
Ambassadeurs reopening now that 
dancing is OK again in heretofore 
not-so-gay Paree. Meantime Henry 
Lartigue concentrating on his Ciro’s. 
Almost 28,000 luncheons served at 
one franc apiece for unemployed ac- 
tors at the Bal Tabarin between 
Sept. 29, 1939, and Dec. 28, inclusive. 
Maurice Chevalier stopped show at 
Casino on successive nights to in- 
troduce Noel Coward and mobilized 
pic actor Albert Prejean, who were 
in audience. 
Georges Duhamel, French author, 
member of the French Academy, re- 
signed as inspector general of the 
National Broadcasting Company’s 
control office here. 
Frantisek Langer, author of 
‘Periphery,’ mulled for Broadway 
opening, is organizing medical serv- 
ice for Czech Legion in France. He 
has rank of colonel. 
Nouveautes to give new revue, ‘En 
Pleins Nerfs,’ in seven scenes, with 
Jean Aubert, Dorin, Boucot and Ur- 
gan, Robert Burnier, Georges Duva- 
leix, Marguerite Moreno and others. 
In an article that appeared locally 
on ‘Why_I Became an American,’ 
Marlene Dietrich reveals she did so 
‘because one should be ashamed to 
be a German at the present moment.’ 
Henri Varna, who runs the Casino 
de Paris and the Alcazar, has taken 
over the Mogador theatre, where he 
will open with the ‘Chimes of Nor- 
mandy’ March 9. Andre _ Bauge. 
Suzanne Bauge, Lillie Grandval 
will be the principal interpreters of 
the operetta. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 











Pat Halloran, Universal salesman, 
a father. 


Mort H. Singer and Morgan Ames 
in town briefly. 


Eva LeGallienne comes into the 
Alvin March 6-7. 


_ U._of Minnesota Playhouse offer- 
ing ‘Rip Van Winkle.’ 

Clyde Eckhardt, 20th-Fox Chicago 
branch manager, a visitor. 


‘Ice Follies’ penciled into Arena for 
5 days starting March 12 at $2.25 
op. 

Earl Perkins in first place, closely 
followed by Charlie Jackson in local 
Warners’ Sears drive. 

Terrell Jacobs to head 66 acts at 
annual Shriners’ indoor circus at 
Auditorium March 4-9. 

Bennie Berger, indie circuit op- 
erator, bacheloring it while his wif? 
enjoys a California pleasure jaunt. 

Ben Kalmenson and Rud Lohrenz, 
Warners’ western division and dis- 
trict manager, respectively, in town. 

Charlie Reagan and R. C. LeBeau, 
Paramount western division and dis- 
trict managers, respectively, visitors. 

Bill Shartin and Vete Steward. 
Warners’ Seattle and Portland 
branch managers, respectively, 
stopped over. 

Critics Merle Potter, Earl Pomeroy, 
Bob Murphy and Jules Steele to at- 
tend Metro’s ‘Young Thomas Edison’ 
premiere at Port Huron, Mich. 





Memphis 





Cab Calloway opening tomorrow 
(Thursday) at Orpheum. 


Enric Madriguera’s orch vice Joe 
Venuti in Peabody’s Skyway. 


collegiate dances at Southwestern. 

Anita Louise bedded here two 
days with flu prior to personals at 
Orpheum. 

Al Chymia Shrine Temple to spon- 
sor Pollack Bros, circus March 7-13 
at city auditorium. 

Ole Miss Varsity Show will not 
come to Memphis this season. 
Preems in Jackson, Miss. 

Local Variety Clubbers raising 
cash to send delegates to national 
confab in Dallas April 18-20. 

Mildred Stanley now thrushing for 
Cecil Golly band at Claridge. For- 
merly with Lawrence Welk. 

Colin Clements and Florence Ryer- 
son visitors. Screen scribblers used 
to be with local Little Theatre. 

M. A. Lightman’s whirl at Little 








Theatre acting in ‘Slight Case of 


Barney Rapp band here for three | 
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Murder’ interrupted by death of his 
mother in Nashville. ; 
Hillsman Taylor, attorney, named 
new prexy of Memphis en Air 
Theatre. Replaces Charles Glascock 
at helm of Overton Park musicals. 
Albert Benham now in Hollywood 
collabing with Jeanne Spencer on 


Boys,’ to be y Charles 


Rogers. 
St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Tudor Cameron, oldtime local ac- 
tor, in the Will Rogers Memorial 
hospital, Saranac Lake, N. Y. 

Peggy Nash, former nitery singer, 
found guilty of stealing clothing 
from an East St. Louis store. 


Karl P. Auer, bass player with the 
St. Louis orch, has recovered from 
broken hip suffered in fall several 
months ago. 

Larry Sunbrock will produce a 
three-day rodeo-circus in Municipal 
Auditorium starting Feb. 17. Will be 
the first of kind held here. 

Ruth Posselt, violinist, will be the 
guest soloist with St. Louis symph 
Friday and Saturday (9-10). Vladi- 
mir Golschmann will conduct. 


Chorus tryouts for ‘Manon,’ ‘Rigo- 
letto’ and ‘Carmen,’ to be presented 
by the St. Louis Grand Opera Ass’n, 
have begun. Spring season starts 
April 13. 

Paul Beisman, manager of the 
American theatre, legiter, made a 
member of the 100,000-mile club of 
United Airlines. Is in New York on 
15th air trip since last September. 


Chicago 


Don Gordoni joined Phil Levant 
orchestra as vocalist. 

Ken Stone orchestra has added 
Babs Durkin as vocalist. 

Ann Corio coming to the Rialto for 
one of her infrequent visits. 


Edgar Lloyd to New York on im- 
ad deal for some Czech pre-Munich 
films. 


Marcel Lamaze, handling’ the 
kitchen for the Colony Club, seri- 
ously ill in local hospital. 


Trixie McCormick to Australia to 
join the MacFarlane Royal Show 
with her trick roping act. 


Henry Weber has been named ar- 
tistic director as well as musical di- 
rector for the Chicago Opezxa. 

Al Bordeto to New York for the 
‘Hellzafire’ unit law squabble with 
Olsen-Johnson on ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

Radio Theatre Group did three 
performances of Al. Barker’s new 
play, ‘Overnight,’ at the Women’s 
Club theatre. 











| Bankers 


Continued from page 3 














nearly all studios except Universal. 
Latter company, since inception of 
Nate Blumberg’s regime, has moved 
on theory that films are a cash busi- 
ness, and should be liquidated as 
speedily as made after allowing for 
30 to 45-day ‘cushion’ in exchanges. 

Squawks of bankers brought about 
by some companies’ building of fin- 
ished-product backlogs running into 
millions of dollars for this season are 
still ringing in ears of Hollywood 
biggies. Coin-changers can’t see any 
real purpose in freezing huge sums 
for pictures that won’t be released 
for months after they have left 
soundstages and cutting rooms. 

Paramount, where only one feature 

was before cameras this week, has 
; only four more to launch in order to 
|carry branches through week start- 
| ing next Aug. 23. Meanwhile, com- 
| pany statement issued few days ago 
disclosed that $13,000,000 is tied up 
| in pictures either finished or in 
| process of editing. 20th-Fox faces a 
Similar situation, with only eight 
more to go before writing finis to 
1939-40 production. Warners, RKO, 
Columbia and Metro also are far ad- 
vanced for stanza. 

Another 60 days promises sweep- 
ing changes in Coast production set- 
ups as well as in methods. Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox and Metro producer 
rosters in near future will be graced 
with new names, replacing some who 
have been considered fixtures in 
those spots. Columbia and WB al- 
ready have undergone exec revisions. 

Hollywood is now fully awake to 
the fact that outstanding pictures can 
garner sufficient added revenues in 
this country to more than make up 
for any losses resulting from con- 
flict overseas, Those persons, who in 
past have been making only par- 
tially-successful pictures on budgets 
running $1,000,000 or more, are 
shortly to be added to leisure classes, 
with new blood infused in their 
places. Cry of home office toppers 
today is for impressive fare. Cost is 
no object just as long as they can be 
convinced they'll get a bang-up fea- 
ture for their dough. 
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Hollywood “4 


Orson Welles divorced in Reno 

Jerome Safron clinched with fiy, 
Larry Kent on the job after illness, 
Rosalind Russell to hospital with 





u. 
‘ Bing Crosby hospitalized for one 
ay. 
Jock Lawrence under doctor's 
"Eats Gesmdiet’ be h 
ouis Bromfie ught a 
Uta h i - g ranch in 
pinet battling flu 
Quinta. . mt 
Dick Dickson laid up by kick from 
, are 
an Lane to hospital for s 
coneeny. ‘ , “ome 
ol. Jason Jay nursing a fr 
shoulder. J . actured 
Nelson Eddy off on his annual con. 
“~ Rta § Mit 
ohn P. Miles joined Warner = 
lity staf, : : ads: 
onroe Greenthal, of UA, in 
Manhattan. : trom 
Julia Faye back in pictures after 
* William Dieterle back £ 
illiam Dieterle back from 
aah tnd —— seeatias 
iver Hopps joined Sol Lesser’ 
publicity staf. rr 
Edmund Goulding in serious con- 
dition with flu, 
Jackie Cooper 
minor operation. 
Irving Asher back to work after 
minor operation. 
John Stumar back at Columbia 
after major operation. 
Quentin Reynolds in town for Col- 
lier’s personality yarns. 
Bob Burns building a new home 
in San Fernando Valley. 
Stan Laurel settled his legal diffi- 
culties with wife for $6,500. 
Jack Gross to hospital with injured 
knee following auto accident. 
W. S. Van Dyke pinch-hitting for 
Mervyn LeRoy, home with flu. 
May McAvoy back in films for first 
time since her marriage in 1929. 
Si Seadler in Palm Springs cur- 
ing a cold he caught in Florida. 
George Scher joined J. Mitchell 
Hamilburg’s agency as associate. 
Y. Frank Freeman returned to 
studio after home office huddles. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


recovering from 








Jackie Heller pulling out of NTG 
unit for some vaude and nitery 
singles. 

Karl Bernstein in town ahead of 
new Walter Huston play, ‘Passenger 
to Bali.’ 

Lawrence Riley at his home in 
nearby Warren, Pa., working on a 


new play. 

Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis plans to 
add a couple of string men to his 
dance band. 

Alvin theatre’s manager, Bill 
Zeilor, rushed to Mercy hospital 


with pneumonia. 

Boyd Crawford, a local lad, re- 
placing Leif Erickson in ‘Margin for 
Error’ next week. 

Singer Henrietta Rosenberg and 
Dr. Irwin Littman have announced 
their engagement. 

Joe Ohnler in good health again 
and has rejoined Dave _ Gifford’s 
Swinging Strings. 

New Variety Club quarters in Wil- 
liam Penn hotel won’t be ready for 
at least six weeks. 

Mike Patronik, Carnegie Tech 
football center, in Playhouse revue, 
‘Thank Your Stars.’ 

Nita Norman and Frank Wagner 
will be married at the singer’s home 
in Lima, O., Feb. 25. 

Perc Westmore flew in from the 
Coast to spend a couple of days with 
his wife, Gloria Dickson. 

George Jaffe cut short Miami va- 
cash, insisting it’s much less ex- 
pensive to freeze at home. 

C. C. Kellenberg, of 20th, gifted 
with good-sized Baby Bond at testi- 
monial dinner in his honor. 

Benny Davis unit booked for the 
Stanley Feb. 16 with Jimmy Fidler’s 
Hollywood show following. 

Sam Coslow in town for few hours 
when Coast-bound plane was forced 
down here by bad weather. | 

None of the local film critics g0- 
ing to first annual convention of Na- 
tional Film Critics’ Assn. in Holly- 
wood. ; 

Amy Fong burlesque unit closed 
at Casino here Saturday (3), and 
she’ll vacation for fortnight before 
hitting road again. , 

Post-Gazette feature writer ac- 
companying local ‘17’ winner to the 
Coast on Par exploitation stunt for 
Jackie Cooper film. 





Kansas City 


By John W. Quinn 





Coy Poe, Hollywood agent, in 
town on talent scout. 

Nelson Eddy due in February for 
a concert date in the Music Hall's 
Fritsche series. 

Jim Long had his Plaza theatre re- 
seated last week without interrup- 
tion of regular operation. 

‘Ballads and Bullets’ is new short 
turned out by Texas Rangers 0° 
KMBC for Universal release. 
| Virginia McGill, Southwest high- 
‘school girl reserve queen, selecte 
\by Paramount as one of 17 to make 
trip to Hollywood for exploitatio! 
on ‘17,’ forthcoming release. 
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DR. ARNOLD VOLPE 


Arnold Volpe, 70, through 
whose efforts the pop-priced sum- 
mer symphonic concerts were inau- 

rated at Lewisohn Stadium, New 
Cook, in 1918, and conductor of or- 
chestras in Miami, Kansas City and 
Washington, died after several 
months’ illness in Miami Feb. 2. 

While conducting band concerts at 
Lewisohn Stadium at the close of the 
World War, Dr. Volpe hit upon the 
jdea of presenting symphony music 
in the open air ata price the masses 
could afford to pay. He interested 
Mrs. Charles Guggenheim in the 
Jan, who in turn secured the sanc- 
tion of Adolph Lewisohn. Since then 
the Stadium concerts have become 
well known and, in addition to the 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra, 
leading soloists and conductors have 
appeared in the open-air arena plus 
the occasional presentation of opera 


OBITUARIES 





_FORUM 








awarded $12,000 for taking the part 
of King Mark in ‘Tristan und Isolde’ 
for but one performance. This was 


|due to the fact that although only 


one performance of that opera was 
scheduled, Lankow had a full-season 
contract for the part. 

He leaves three sisters and five 
brothers. 
Larson in 1936 was terminated by 
divorce shortly afterwards. Burial 
in Maspeth, L. I. 





EDWIN T. RICE 
Edwin T. Rice, 77, assistant treas- 


urer of the Philharmonic Symphony 





| 


His marriage to Mrs, Edna | 
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turned to Rochester and opened the 
Rialto and Colonial theatres there 
with film shows. : 

He served as president of the 


a 


WHAT THEY THINK 





Rochester Motion Picture Associa- 
tion in its early days. Faith Bacon’s Art 


New . York. 





SID DANNENBERG Editor, VARIETY: 


Sid Dannenberg, 43, advertising| May I thank Hobe for his mention 
manager of Warners Ohio zone the- |/M Variety, and I am sorry that iny 
atres for the last eight years, died | dancing did not please [at the Flat- 
Jan. 31 in Hollywood, where he had; bush, Brooklyn}. Also Albertina 


;/moved a month ago to regain his | Rasch, from whom I won my schol- 


health. 

Prior to joining Warners, Dan- 
nenberg had been with Paramount 
for about 15 years, managing thea- 
tres in New York, Boston, San 
Francisco, Birmingham and Toledo. 


arship, may feel as badly as i 
Since it took me three months to 


plastique routine, your review natu- 
rally came as quite a shock to me. 
It is possible you may have been 
swayed in your criticism by my fan- 
dancing background. 





GORDON NICHOLS 
Gorden Nichols, 24, Cleveland 








ding 
‘Lohengrin’ showed that he is preity 
green, he has no feeling for his sing- 
ers’ phrasing, he drives them con- 
, Stantly, and when they catch up with 
him, he goes ‘surging ahead,’ making 


had—and many others. And you say 


‘nobody is available.’ 


As to Leinsdorf, he may be a bud- 
genius, but lasi Saturday's 


his opera performance a ‘catch-as- 


gen eet ee | catch-can’ race more than anything 
ebussy symphony else, 


and six months to perfect the non- | 


For all we know he may be a bud- 
ding genius—but he is not there as 


yet. 


I guess the whole thing is just 
another one of those ‘Met politics’ 


The rest of we have heard so much about. 


Society of New York and long a nitery singer, who was fatally in- 
prominent figure in N. Y. musical|JUred in an auto accident, was 
circles, died of a heart attack Feb, 2/ buried in Cleveland Jan. 24. 
at the Philharmonic’s offices while| Survived by mother and 
attending a committee meeting. He | Drothers. 

was an attorney. 

Treasurer of the board of the N. Y. DENNIS J. SULLIVAN 

Symphony. when it was amalgamated| Dennis J. Sullivan, 46, who served 


three 








with Metropolitan stars. 

Born in Kovno, Russia, Dr. Volpe 
jn 1898 came to the U. S., where he 
founded the Young Men’s Symphony 
Orchestra in New York four years 
Jater, with the aid of the late Alfred 
Seligman, the financier. Subsequent- 
ly he formed the Volpe Symphony 
Orchestra, which played in Carnegie 


with the Philharmonic in 1928, he! as manager for the Abbey Players of 
became a member of the board of di-| Dublin for the four seasons they 


‘rectors of the new organization and|toured the U. S., died in Worcester, 


also was appointed assistant treas- 

urer, 
Player of the ‘cello as a hobby, CHARLES C. FEAD 

he also wrote extensively of music : 

and was an active contributor to Charles C. Fead. 75, president of 

various classical publications. He|the Port Huron Theatre Co., died 


Miss., Jan. 31. 








Hall and offered the works of little | held the Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge |SUddenly in Port Huron, Mich., Jan. 


Caldwell H. Brown, Jr. 


1911—1936 





known composers. In later years he | 
had been affiliated with various mu- | 
sical organizations, including the 
National Opera Company of Wash- | 
ington, where he served as conduc- | 
tor; for three years he was a direc- | 
tor of the Kansas City Conservatory, 
and, lastly, founder and conductor of | 
the Miami symphony orchestra. He | 


'Medal, awarded annually by the 28. es 

| Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Founda- |, His company operated the Ritz in 
tion for meritorious service to cham- that city. He leaves two brothers 
ber music. and a sister. 


Surviving are his widow and a 
daughter. 





Father, 74, of Helen and Grace 
Menken died while attending the 
races at Santa Anita Thursday (1). 
Helen was prevented from going 





IDA WALLING 


| Ida Walling, 68, vet vaude per-|west by radio commitments, but 


former who toured as a single on the} Grace flew to the Coast. Plane was 
Orpheum circuit, among others, and| grounded in Arizona, and she and 
later appeared in burlesque with the | other professionals aboard comoleted 
Billy Watson beeftrust troupe, died/the journey by train. Burial took 
of a stroke in New York Feb. 1. place Monday (5) in Los Angeles. 
Leaving the stage to enter the cos- 
tume end of the theatre some 30 Huge Gebhardt, 71, Canton, O., 
years ago, she served as wardrobe} musician, died in that city Jan. 27. 
mistress for many productions and |e had been a clarinetist in the pit 





my career you are evidently unfa- 
miliar with. I created the fan dance ‘$1,000,000 drive,’ thing that Varrery 
for Earl Carroll in his ‘Vanities’ at (usually pretty fearless) should look 
the New Amsterdem in 1930 just be- | into. The grapevine has it that that 
fore going over to Ziegfeld for his corporation who owns the building 
last ‘Follies. Previous to this I new is the same clique that has been 
danced with the Gertrude Hoffman | running the Met for decades now. 
dancers in ‘Artists and Models’ and» Are you convinced that there will 
maintained two ballet studios of my be less politics after the public has 
Own, one in Newark and one in Czer- |come across with that million? Or 
negie Hall, New York. An offer is good dear old John Public again 
from Maurice Chevalier to dance ' being made the sucker? 
with him at the Casino De Paris in Kurt Wohlgemuth. 
Paris broke up my schools and I 
danced abroad for two years. | What Mr. Wohlgemuth says is true 
I specialized in toe dancing, and to a great extent. It is also to be 
am one of three known barefoot toe noted that after the death of Bo- 
dancers in the profession, although ;d@anzky one of the premier conduc- 
I have for the past few years found tors of the Met, who has conducted 
nudity a far more lucrative field. Prvergarseds org Mon bring and won 
: : , ,Tave notices, offered his services if 
ar ge guciog ; Bear ~~ a ineeded. To date they have not been 
Brandt, for the Faun ‘costume’ con- 2¢cePted. The Met is apparently 
sists of nothing but tl rze gold, kid | Willing to gamble this year on mak- 
straps simulating a harness effect, a | '& °F breaking Leinsdorf. Tae musi- 
pair of horns and a head covering of | Cos of the house ore 100% for him, 
gold cloth which I symbolically re- and it is their an ee than 
moved upon the discovery of the anyone else's that Leinsdorf is in the 
hunter’s cap. And ‘tights’ you sav!  S°nius’ class. 
Horrors no! You must be confusing Politics do play a large part in 
me with Sally. Why. do you think I the Met’s affairs, as they always 
had that grand jury trial for the fan | have. The board of directors con- 
dance and they closed the ‘Vanities, sists of many individuals who could 
remember? easily take care of the needed money 
Well the truth of the matter is, I individually without appealing to the 
don’t find it necessary to wear even public. 


We, too, hear about that famous 





. ae : a piece of flesh-colored tape (about A new house should be built, and 
had also held posts upon the faculties | he Pe Rice od FM A Theatrical band at the Grand opera house, which I take great pride!) Sh! Sh! 'competition is needed but, with the 
of Chicago Musical College and the | 519 robe Attendants’ Union since|Canton, and with other musical | put seriously I do have my own | decline in vocal standards and the 


University of Miami. | 





} 
EMMA REDELL 

Emma Redell, dramatic soprano, | 
who formerly sang with the Chicago | 
Civic Opera Co., died of a heart at- | 
tack Feb. 2 at her New York hotel, | 
where she had lived with her hus- | 
band, J. Anthony Marcus. 


Born in Baltimore, the daughter 
of Russian parents who left their 
native country to escape the Czarist 
regime, she spent her early child- 
hood in Washington. There she sup- 
ported herself by various odd jobs 
and Sang as a hobby. Among her 
admirers was Marcus, then em- 
ployed in the Department of Com- 
merce.. He heard her at a Y.M.C.A. | 
recital and urged her to go to N. Y. | 
to study voice. 

After a brief period of training in 
N. Y., Miss Redell, in 1922, sailed 
for further study in Europe, work- 
ing her way across as ship’s steward- 
ess. Most of her instruction was re- | 
ceived in Vienna, where she carried 
on her studies with money obtained | 
by stenographic work and teaching 
English. A year later she made her 
Concert debut in Budapest and her | 
operatic debut was in ‘Tosca’ at the 


|Karnes City, where he had gone to! 


'orch leader, died Feb. 2 in a Mil-| 


groups. His widow, four brothers 


Funeral services were held Satur- | and a sister survive. 


day (3) under the joint auspices of 
the Wardrobe Attendants’ Union and 
the Actors’ Fund. Buri: i : : 
Fund plot in Mt Koco NY. —— music publisher, many of whose 
viving is a sister, Alice Mason, of pe yr ye Angas — , a 

k ie : ’ corded, die an, a Is me, 
oe eee Asheville, N. C. 





George W. Sebren, composer and 











mM. mM. FURL MAN James Culp, 75, father of Edythe 
M. M. Fieldman, 66, midwestern; Fern Melrose, manager of WJW, 


film. theatre operator, died in an! Akron, died recently in Bellefon- 
ambulance while being rushed to a prot O. 


San Antonio hospital from Karnes | 
City, Texas, Jan. 31, He was stricken 
with a cerebral hemorrhage 





. | Fred Blair, 62,,Negro valet for the 
IN| late Al G. Fields and member of the 
| Fields troupe for more than 30 years, 


visit a niece, Mrs. Dave Smason. | died Jan. .30 of a heart ailment. 


Fieldman had been owner of the 
Langley, Chicago, and a theatre in- | ; 
vestor for 20 years. Another niece| Mrs. Verne Day, 66, wife of Verne 
is Mrs, Eugene Roth, wife of owner | Day, former film producer, died 
and operator of KONO, San Antonio. Feb. 2 in Culver City. Her husband 

Survivors also include two daugh- | SUFV!ves. 
ters, Mrs. Sidney Mussman, Chicago, | 


d Mrs. Maurice Arnoff, Cleveland. | 
. ene ee, ee | the manager of KFYR, Bismarck, N. 


|D., died Jan. 30 in a Bismarck hos- 
FREDERICK W. BRUNKHORST pital following an operation. 


Frederick W. Brunkhorst, 73, vet | 














Jack Lorenz, 48, electrician at 20th- 
waukee hospital, His name had been | Fox, died Feb. 3 from injuries in 30- 


Mrs. F. E. Fitzsimmons, wife of | 


ideas on nudity and where it be-;lack of a Hammerstein, New York, 
longs. You will laugh, but I am at and. the country at large must. allow 
present doing my darnedest to edu- the present inadequate performances 
cate the concert-going public to ac- | and the monopoly to continue. Of 
cept nudity, for certainly one finds | the 75 performances given to date, it 
it now in surroundings least con- | would be hard to find one worth the 
ducive te arousing an artistic re- $7 top, but where is the impresario 
sponse; namely, burlesque, which ‘courageous enough to gather singers 
offers, if I accepted, would make me and a house sufficiently good to op- 
independent financially. pose the Met? It’s skimmed milk, 

You mention the audience's re. Dut better than none at all.—Ed]. 
marks, most unkindly, and it occurs 
to me that an unbiased ballet critic 
does not accept a Brooklyn vaude- | 
ville public as the criterion on art 
reaction. 

In closing, may I extend a word 
for those around me who are hurt 
almost as much as I (although pos- : : 
sibly not professionally as you have onial, stage shows have disappeared 
me). I am sure had Mr. Debussy | in Detroit? - Many people have been 
been your theatre guest that eve- | VETy surprised at this, and many 
ning, he would have said to you, ‘I | thousands miss them. True, bad 
must admit my L’Apres Midi does Shows bring poor crowds, but I have 
not lend itself well to instruments Seen such houses as the Fox and 
among which are no wood winds, | Michigan packed for good name 
no strings, no symphonic back- | bands. Surely Detroit has the popu- 
ground; taking all this into consid- lation that Buffalo has. 
eration, the girls do well!” Second, why are there no first-rate 

My best regards. | dance orchestras playing in Detroit? 
| There are no places to dine and 
| dance to good orchestras except pos- 


Fleshless Detroit—Why? 
Hanover, N. H. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Writing to ask you to answer two 
questions. First, can you tell me 
why, except for the second run Col- 


Faith Bacon. 
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symbolic with music in the Wiscon-|foot fall from catwalk * on 20th's | 


ate “6 vn sibly the two big hotels. There 
Royal Opera House, Altenburg, Ger- Met Opera’s ‘Politics ibly at the tw B 








many. 

A singer in six languages, Miss 
Redell toured the leading cities of 
Europe from 1926 to 1929, giving 
Concerts and singing in opera. By 
this time she had acquired a con- 
siderable reputation as a Wagnerian 
Singer, In 1929 she returned to the 
jo Png in October of that year 
etd “sd American bow at Carnegie 
on ‘te ollowing -her. initial Ameri- 
o ur, she was engaged by the 
Chicago Civic Opera company and 

iS mostly Wagnerian roles. 

Ps 1932 Miss Redell made a concert 
Ke of Russia. Upon her return she | 
rs ned inost of her time to concert 

radio work, Only recently she 
Planned to make some record- 


ad 
ings | 





| 
EDWARD LANKOW 


qeiward Lankow, 57, basso who had 
and Cai” the Metropolitan, Boston 
alter icago opera companies, died | 
hoant 2 short illness in a New York | 
right 1 Jan. 29, Lankow, whose | 
had — was Edward Rosenberg, | 
teach en a radio singer and voice | 
er in recent years, 
_ making his operatic debut at 

- _ Opera House, Dresden, in 
wit € sang at La Scala, Milan, and | 
Miltes European opera com- | 
Sang While with the Chicago 
a Co. a few years ago he was 


sin city for more than half a cen- | sound stage in Hollywood. 


tury. He led vaude legit and con- 
cert orchestras in the Majestic, Al- 
hambra, Shubert and Butterfly the- 
atres, and for the last 25 years was 
director of Tripoli Temple Shrine 
band and the Milwaukee Police De- 
partment band. 
Survived by two sons. 


EMILIE HANDY 
Emilie Handy, 73, retired concert 


singer, who appeared on the stage, 
| for more than 40 years and was once 


referred to as the ‘California Night- 
ingale,’ died in Monmouth Memorial 
Hospital, Long Branch, N. J., Feb. 5. 

As Emily Peare she toured both 
America and abroad and in addi- 
tion to her ability as a singer was 
famed as an _ interpreter of the 
‘chameleon dance.’ 

Native of San Francisco she is 
survived by her husband, Andrew 
W. Handy, of Fair Haven, N. J., and 
a sister, Mrs. Carrie Swaine, retired 
actress, who is now living in Paris. 





ABRAHAM N. WOLFF 


Abraham N. Wolff, 74, Rochester, 
NW: XG 


that city. He played in vaude on 


| 


| 
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*band leader. 


| 


| 
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motion picture theatre pio- | 
'neer, died Feb. 1 in a hospital in 


the Orpheum circuit, quitting to be- | 


come orchestra leader at the 
Orpheum, St. Paul. Later he re- 


Chicago. 
Editor, Variety: 


I find it most deplorable that an 


Mother of Arthur Church, presi- 
dent of Station KMBC, Kansas City, 
died Feb. 2 at Lamoni, Ia. 

Gilbert C. Farley, 76, former opera 
singer, died Jan. 29 in Hollywood. 
Surviving are three daughters. 





should repeat the same _ misstate- 
ments about the Metropolitan Opera 
row that we have been reading in 
the daily press. 


Phillips Mansur, 28, cartoon ani- 
mator at Metro, died in Los Angeles 
Feb. 4. 





was ‘no other conductor of German 
opera available’ for the Met after 
Bodanzky’s death. There is right in 
New York a conductor who has made 


a wonderful reputation for himself 
MARRIAGES as the ‘general-musikdirektor’ of 
Anne Maganotti to Dominic Tri-|such excellent European 


marke, in Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. He’s|houses as 
with Herman Middleman orch. Prague, Hans 





Wilhelm Steinberg. 


Frankfort-am-Main and Company. 


Frances Slaugh to Hal Grayson, at; Steinberg was good enough to lead | 


Catalina Island, Jan. 31. He's the|the Palestine Symphony Orchestra 
prepared the orchestra for Tos- 
Davies, in London, Feb. 2. Bride is canini’s concerts, Toscanini was so 
stage manager of the Old Vic theatre, impressed that he made NBC hire 
London; he is a Canadian actor and | Steinberg as Toscanini’s 
eon Bowdon to Nunnally John- | ducted several of the Saturday eve- 
son, in Nyack, N. Y., Feb. 4. Bride , ning NBC concerts himself—with ex- 
is a film actress; he is film writer | cellent success. Steinberg has spent 
and producer. ;more than a decade as the head of 

Mildred Gaines to Irving Siegel, two of the best European opera 
in Miami, recently. He's a composer | houses, and he is right in New York. 


Brenda Newbold to Robertson 





as its chief conductor, and after he | 


rehearsal | 
conductor, whereafter Steinberg con- | 


are always three or four name bands 
playing in Detroit during the sum- 
mer and they always play to good 


: Sie crowds (4,500-Artie Shaw-Eastwood ). 
informed publication like VaArtrry True, people go out more in the sum- 


mer than in the winter, but there 
might be at least one real spot for a 
name band. Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, all have good orchestras. 


It is not true at all that there an attempt was made in the form of 


the late Downtown Casino. However, 
they got off on the wrong foot by 
starting with a third-rate band. 


It seems to me that the latter sub- 
ject offers a fertile field for invest- 


opera Ment for some enterprising person or 


Robert H. Rogers. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Corre}l, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Father is Andy of Amos ’n’ Andy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Shilkin, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 31. Mother is 
the former Nora Schiller, radio 


| singer; father is with Harry Sosnik’s 


orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Wells, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan, 31, Father scripts 
the Lux radio program. 


and orchestra leader. Klemperer sits in Los Angeles; Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Smith, Jr., son, 
Ann Clark to Tony Bickley, Feb.| Reiner tours around the country; Port Chester, N. Y,, Feb. 4. Father 
3. in Merion, Pa. Theyre both ac- | Walter Herbert is in San Francisco, ; Is eastern-Canadian sales manage: 


tors. Busch (formerly at Dresden) can be 


‘for RKO. 
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“I thought | needed 
a million bucks « 


to do a national sales job, but the NBC Blue Network 















made me change my mind...fast!” Says LEON S. GOLDBERG 
vertising Director of Adam Hat Stores, Ine, 
ss ” pun Adam Hatter Goldberg shown F io cc 
during exciting moment of 1 aN V¢( 
Conn-Cooper fight. His com- im 
pany’s business has boomed 
since using the NBC Blue. 





ROM Madison Square Garden on Jan. 10th, 

Adam Hat Stores sponsored its 42nd Sports pe 
Parade broadcast on the NBC Blue Network. Pres- 
ent were Leon Goldberg, Adam Hat Adirector, and 
some associates. 


This photorecord reveals a gay twinkle in Mr. 

















“Billy,” said Mr. Taub, “you cer- 
\ tainly covered yourself with glory S 
when you heaved that punch last ee y 

night.” “Yes, Sam,” agreed Mr. = it 
Wippman, “and the big Blue Net- NBC Sportscaster Bill Stern grins over coffee as _—_ After the hout Adam Sales Manager Bill Pludo 


Goldberg’s eyes. It’s a twinkle they’ve had since | e 
Nov. 26, 1937. On that date, Adam Hats began an ay 
association with the Blue Network that almost oe 
overnight transformed a local business into a new ac 
business, a national business—a rapidly growing wae 
business! In 90 days, 200 new dealers had been 
signed, sales were up 200%! Still on the Blue, Adam R: 
is still growing! Has progressed from 275 stores and | 
agencies in 1937 to over 2,000 outlets today. 
“ash Adam has grown economically, too. Because the 
aa Blue reaches the national “Money Markets”~ | 
where 72% of the country’s buying income is con- 
centrated—at a low cost no other medium can match! 
This is result of famous Blue Network Discount 
Plan, which enables your network to grow with 
ee aon your business—for amazingly little. (22 stations Br 
a me a. 3 were added to the Adam Hat network for only = 
i ) ‘a : : $200 extra per broadcast!) also 
A half hour on the Blue can give you intensive ae 
coverage of the markets that count at less than to 
$5,000 per broadcast. This coverage at lowest na- they 
in Adam Madison Square Garden tional cost will put a twinkle in your eyes—profits whic 
Shop Light Heavyweight Champion in your pocket! National Broadcasting Company. pay 
es age by ig: de greer ty ag A Radio Corporation of America Service. a FE 
tury Sporting Club, had defeated Mr. 
Henry Cooper, demonstrates punch 
to Sam Taub and Adam Store 
Manager William A. Wippman. NBC BLUE 








work audience that heard the broad- Sam Taub warms up vocal cords a moment be- (right) and Chief Window Decorator Irvin 

cast will soon cover their heads with fore main bout begins. Said Bill, “I think the Rubenstein ate hot dogs. “I just heard,” waid 

the Adam ‘Hat of the Month’ an- best proof that the Blue pays off is the fact that Mr. Rubenstein, “the boss plans to use the Blue N. 

nounced on the program: Adam Hat we've been doing this program for Adam Hats for a 4th straight year.” ““That’s swell,” com- abou 

sales sure begin where the Blue for three years—and in that time have grown mented Mr. Pludo.““The Blue has helped make @™ base 

beging!” from a 21-station network to 86 stations.” Adam Hats available almost everywhere.” = 
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In a well-known nighlery, not long after the fight had ended, NBC pensive large scale salesman I’ve ever known.” That, incidentally, Said Head Adam Hatter Elias Lustig: “One of the things I like 


4 y ‘ ‘“ . . . . . . . . I 
Special Events Man Jack Hartley (left) and NBC Salesman Ren is a sentiment shared by many other business executives... is one about the Blue is the way it gives us and other advertisers bonus ed 


> Star; 
Over 


Kraft (center) have a spot of refreshment. Milk-toasted Mr. Gold- _ reason why 70% of the Blue’s 1938 advertisers came back for more after bonus in the form of increased coverage—at no extra cost! 
berg: “To the Blue Network, gentlemen. ‘The best and most inex- in ’89.... why seventeen new ones were signed up! The Blue does it by constantly improving station facilities! 





